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ILM COMICS BACK TO B’WAY 





Hinterlander Details How All 
Biz Prospers by a N. Y. Fair Visit 








By WILLIS R. WERNER 
(Variety Correspondent) 


San Diego, June 27. 


Beefs by New York showmen that 
the Fair is draining the gravy, not 
only from. the cinema and legit but 
eateries and other bright spots, is 
scoffed at by 30 members of a San 
Diego-to-New York motorcade, just 
back from a 7,000-mile jaunt. Al- 
though express goal of the Califor- 
nians in New York was the Fair, the 
mob dropped as much, if not more, 
away from Whalen’s big show, as 
was spent at Flushing. And this is 
money which wouldn’t have been 
spent if the Fair hadn’t drawn it. 

At least half the members of the 
motorcade spent one or more days 
at Coney Island. All took in at least 
one show, with Radio City Music 
Hall most popular. All visited the 
usual tourist spots—Empire- State 
and RCA buildings, and dined at 
Dempsey’s or in the Rainbow Room. 
Even the Automat drew a dozen 
diners. Most ate breakfast and lunch 
in New York before taking in the 
Fair, and many waited until return- 
ing to Manhaitan for the final fillip 
of the day. 

Feminine members made a bee- 
line for the shops ranging from the 
Fifth avenue exclusives to Macy’s. 
Subways, busses and taxis added to 
their wealth—even if in infinitesimal 
measure. 

Motorcaders observed that squawks 
of poor biz were just as loud at 
Flushing as along Broadway. We 
tourists put in a few squawks our- 


(Continued on page 45) 


Aircrobatics by Don 
Douglas’ Planes Jazz 
Up Film Prod. Plenty 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Next time Donald Douglas cele- 
brates an anniversary he will do it 
On the ground, if Hollywood film 
Producers have anything to say 
about it. Airplane biggie’s little 
party to commemorate his 25th year 
Nn aviation cost four studios a 
Satchelful of money ana grief. 

_Party was held 3,500 feet in the 
air, aboard the huge plane, Douglas 
C4, whose four roaring motors 
dropped a barrage of sound waves 
On the film makers below. Work 
ceased on the Paramount, Columbia, 
RKO and Samuel Goldwyn lots 
While 1,500 thesps drew pay for 
dling an hour. Many of them sus- 

Sumburned tonsils while 
8apifig.at the sky. 

It w not a sight-seeing tour, 
uglas e ined later. Big idea 
as to broadcast a program from the 
Plane over K¥WB. Ship had diffi- 
culty making connections with the 
Tadio station, so it had to circle 
Over the four studios while the mo- 

r music went round and round. 

C4 incident was the climax of 


(Continued on page 55) 








Two-Bit Trade 


The out-of-towners lured. to 
Broadway cafes by the N. Y. 
World’s Fair are being called 
‘two-bit trade’: by the waiters. 
Consume the absolute minimums 
in the niteries, and leave quarter 
tips. 

Forerunner of the summer in- 
flux is seemingly on_ strict 
budget. 


‘CLEAN BYWAY’ 
BEHIND CITY'S 
NEW MOVES 


The New York city fathers have 
passed the word along to all Broad- 
way theatres that many dormant 
ordinances will be invoked to make 
the houses clean up. Whether co- 
incidental with the Fair or not, sel- 
dom before has the city taken such 
pains to make it clear that the house 
fronts must be rid of surplus val- 
ances, old paper, heralds, and the 
like. 

That ‘Coney Island look’ must go, 
is the cue. Also, 42d street’s the- 
atres will get a similar going over. 


Rex Tugwell, former brain-truster 
in Roosevelt’s administration, and 
the City Plannning Commission are 
behind plans, reported to be elabo- 
rate, for a complete enforcement of 
all laws relating to theatres, the use 
of valances, the height limit for 
electric signs, marquee ends, dress- 
ing and the like. Complete enforce- 
ment of all the various ordinances 
and regulations put on the books in 
past years would raise havoe with 
not only the theatres but with the 
sign companies as well, 


Pending a meeting with Tugwell 
and others on city ground, theatre 
executives and attorneys are holding 


(Continued on page 55) 


NAZIS FORBID EXIT 

















OF FRANZ LEHAR, 69, 








Irving Mills’ idea of bringing over 
|Franz Lehar, composer of ‘The 
| Merry Widow,’ for a series of com- 
mercial broadcasts has been tempo- 
rarily stymied by the Nazi govern- 
ment’s refusal to let Lehar leave the 
(country. Mills worked out a deal 
'for Lehar’s representation in this 
country on his (Mills) last visit to 
| Europe. 

| Mills figured on Lehar, who is 69 
| years old, doing a series of 13 broad- 
'easts for an account such as Ford 


Motors. 


| 





LEGIT VEERING 
MORE TO LAUGHS 


Musicals and Straight Plays 
Repatriating Many Holly- 
wood Funnymen— Here- 
tofore the Studios Had 
Most of Them Sewed Up 














FEMMES DON’T FIGURE 





According to advices from Holly- 
wood there are more male comics 
available for production than at any 
time since the advent of talking pic- 
tures. Trend in legit is towards 
comedy, particularly in contem- 
plated musicals, and indications are 
that a flock of stage giggle rousers, 
who were supposed to have been 
gobbled up by the studios, can be 
had. Reports of two and three com- 
edians being listed for the same mu- 
sical now in the making seems to 
substantiate that theory. 


Film companies have ceased tying 
up the funny men for extended pe- 
riods or termers, prefering to use 
them when necessary. Apparently 
that is one of the moves to cut down 
the overhead on the Coast. For a 
number of seasons, legit producers 
complained it was too difficult to 
cast shows. They found comedians 
sewed up under term contracts to the 
studios. 


Among the funsters available 
for stage shows are: Hugh Herbert, 
W. C. Fields, Edward Everett Horton, 
Bert Lahr, Jack Haley, Charles But- 

(Continued on page 22) 
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WAITED TO GRADUATE 


Kay Starr, 17, of WMPS, Joins Bob 
Crosby’s Orchestra 








Memphis, June 27. 

Kay Starr, WMPS staff songstress 
who refused several chances to join 
bands because she wasn’t through 
high school, finally got her sheep- 
skin this month and is taking a call 
from Bob Crosby. Chirper will be 
with Crosby on his new Camel pro- 
gram. 


She’s been on NBC sustaining from 
WMPS and was with Joe Venuti here 
for two weeks and two more weeks 
on the road in this territory when 
she decided to switch to Crosby. 
Gal’s real name is Kathryn Starks. 
She’s 17. 


Mobs’ 5 A.M. Cocktail Hour 


Chicago, June 27. 

The ‘hoods’ (hoodlums), as the 
local mobsters and we-boys are 
locally labeled, have an on-the-level 
‘cocktail hour’ at one of the near- 
loop hosteleries where they congre- 
gate. 

It’s at 5 a.m., which is at the peak 
of their nocturnal activities, and the 
boys are in need of a bracer and a 
little refreshment. 














300G Back to U. S. 


Close to $300,000 has been de- 
posited in the Federal Reserve 
Bank to the credit of the Gov- 
ernment by the WPA Theatre 
Project in New York during the 
fiscal year ending Friday (30). 
No figures 6f other boxoffice 
operations in the relief theatre 
have been made. Deposits sub- 
stantiate the claim that it’s the 
only work relief project that has 
materially helped to earn its 
way: 

Boxoffices in WPA rented the- 
atres have no tickets dated be- 
yond Friday (30), but sets for 
subsequent performances were 
expected to be ordered today as 
result of latest word from Wash- 
ington, 











SETS IN ADS, 
NOT TELE 


Radio manufacturers are with- 
holding their newspaper and maga- 
zine campaigns on their new con- 
sole models until after August. 
Meanwhile they will plug the port- 
able sets for summer use. The 
manufacturers express themselves 
as gratified by the reaction of retail- 
ers to the former’s assurances that 
television, as a serious threat to 
radio sets, is a long way off, by 
stocking up heavily with the new 
models, : 

The ad copy will stress the ab- 
sence of ground wires and antennae 
needs for the new models and seek 
to stir up a greater interest in the 
phonograph combination sets, 


BAR FAKE PRESS CARDS 
WHICH NAIVE DOTE ON 


Washington, June 27. 

Move to end flourishing press card | 
racket taken by the Federal Trade 
Commission, in clamping down on 
practice of the mag, Photo-Markets, | 
of issuing so-called press identifica-_ 
tion tags allegedly enabling holders | 
to pass through police and fire lines. 

Would-be news correspondents and 
news photogs avidly seek the sup- 
posed press cards, with numerous 
self-claimed news and photo syndi- | 
cates satisfying the vanity of the, 
tyros by issuing the purported iden- 
tifying tags at varying fees. Actu- 
ally the alleged press cards are 
worthless, police and fire officials 
recognizing only those issued in 














their own cities and signed by their | 
own department heads, 


FTP Reprieve Viewed as New Lease 


Of Life in N.Y.; 


D.C. Attitude Tepid 


At WPA quarters in New York 
yesterday (Tuesday), the impression 
was that the Federal Theatre Project 
had been granted a new lease of life. 
Interpretation of the Senate sub- 
committee’s recommendation that 
the relief theatre be classed with the 
other arts projects, which the House 
measure continues until Aug. 31, 
would keep the theatre end going 
that long, at least. It is dependent 
on acceptance by the Senate of the 
committee’s revision and the final 
okay by the House. 

Senate committee did not make a 
definite allocation of funds and stipu- 
lates that ‘some appropriation’ to the 
Theatre Project be made, only if 
sponsored by local gevernments. 
That is taken to mean that the The- 
atre Project is expected to receive 
financial support from those sources, 
Bei..re the Government took over the 





STRESS RADIO 





relief theatre in entirety, it was 
financed in New York by Federal 
funds in combination with N. Y. city 
and state emergency allotments, and 
it may revert to that status, if con- 
tinued. 

All rentals of theatres used by 
WPA shows expire Friday (30) when 
the fiscal year ends. If the Project 
is to be extended beyond then, 
month-to-month occupancy will be 
arranged until the situation is clari- 
fied, 





Too Vague and Indef 
Washington, June 27. 
A reprieve, which is quite indef- 
inite, was voted for actors depend- 
ing on Government relief Monday 
(26). Senate Appropriations Sub- 
committee, considering next year’s 
unemployinent aid bill, partially re- 


(Continued on page 50) 


Tar-and-Feather Routine 
Will Raise Havoc With 
Social Gossip Industry 


Washington, June 27. 

Virginia gentry inflicted tar and 
feathers on a newspaper gossip col- 
umnist last week for what many 
newspapermen thought was a rela- 
tively light ‘insult.’ It immediately 
inspired conjecture of what the 
fourth eastate would do with the 
case. If columnists are to run the 
risk of kidnappings, beatings and 
physical indignities the boys around 
the National Press Club feel it will 
cramp their style. 

Victim of the episode in Virginia 
is young Count Igor Cassini, who 
does society news for the Washing- 
ton Times-Herald. 

Cassini’s own rag was furious over 
his abduction by a group of Vir- 
ginia socialites who objected to a 
couple of items in his column. Paper 
ran a long piece playing up the fact 
that he was felled with a ‘blunt in- 
strument,’ choked unconscious by his 
captors, threatened with emascula- 


(Continued on page 55) 
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WB Has 20th-Fox Product for 39-40 
Despite the Nat'l Theatres Schism 


Although Warner Bros. snctuat | 
will not be playing in any of the 
houses of the National Theatres 
(Fox-West Coast) chain, controlled 
by 20th-Fox, pictures from 20th for 
1939-40 will be playing the Warner 
circuit. Fox got busy early this year 
in negotiating a product deal for the 





Warner theatres, and closed on a 
year’s basis for °39-40, prior to the} 
explosion which severed dealings | 
between WB and National. 

This deal, entirely closed and 





GOLDEN JUBILEE FILM 
BOOK, VIA HAYS OFFICE 





Hays office is mulling the idea of | 
publishing a Golden Jubilee Film| 
Anniversary book to mark the span | 
of 50 years since the motion picture 
was invented. Prelim work already 
has been done on such a document. 
Project probably will be brought 


signed, will be carried out, accord- | before the directorate for considera- 
z 5S > c ’ 


ing to all expectations, even though nee age | 
| There is little inclination on the 


Warners as a distributor isn’t get- 
ting the same break from 20th’s the- 
atres, 

The Warner theatres’ 
20th is a renewal. Also up for re- 
newal this year but not yet nego- 
tiated is a new contract with Metro, 
whose three-year deal with WB 
runs out with completion of the cur- 
rent (1938-39) pictures. A term deal 
will no doubt be sought by Metro on 
a renewal. 

With no apparent settlement of 
the WB-National schism in sight, WB 
is going ahead to close as many 
deals away from National as it can, 
with contracts declared running 
close to 100 now. Ben Kalmenson, 
western division sales manager who 
makes headquarters in New York, 
has been on the Coast about a month 
now and is still out there supervis- 
ing the selling away from 20th’s 
Skouras-managed chain. 


WB’s 40 Coast Deals, 
Sold Away From F-WC 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Warners closed 40 deals for 1939- 
40 product with indie exhibs in 
Seattle and Portland territories, as 
part of its policy of selling away 
from Fox-West Coast. Ben Kalmen- 
son and W. E. Calloway, who made 
the deals up north, indicated similar 
operations in Southern California. 
Northwest deals were made with 
the John Danz circuit in Seattle, J. J. 
Parker in Portland, B. F. Shearer in 
Washington State and the Johnson 
chain in Oregon. 








Danz Takes WB in Seattle 
Seattle, June 27. 

Entire Warner lineup, features and 
shorts, has been signed by Sterling 
Theatres (John Danz), whose ace 
downtown house is the Palomar. 
Ben Kalmenson, western div. sales 
chief for WB, and W. E. Callowag, 
div. mgr., were here on the deal, 
including William Shartin, new Se- 
attle branch mgr. for Warners. 
Danz and William Forman, booker 
for Sterling, signed their end of it. 

Colonial or Roosevelt, both Danz 
houses, may go first run, and for 
moveovers. Vaude is to stay at the 
Palomar, where the new product 
will be single-billed. Main reason 
for change from Hamrick-Evergreen 
spots 
dual billing, 


BILL FOX’S N. Y. FAIR 
BUSSES DOING NSG 


Fairway Sightseeing Corp., oper- 
ating round trip bus tours to the 
Fair from the West 50th street termi- 
nal in back of the Roxy, N. Y., is 
reported to be taking a licking due 
to over-estimates of expected visi- 
tors to the Fair. The venture is 
being operated by B. J. Kallen, in 
reported association with William 
Fox who owns the property on 
which the terminal stands. 

Starting with purchase of 50 sight- 
seeing busses two months ago, 35 
have been returned. Trips from the 
terminal to the Fair and back cost 
70c. Inquiries made by the Fairway 
bus executives around town revealed 
that most visitors prefer to take the 
quicker and cheaper route to the 
- via subways or the Long Island 

William Fox, queried as to results 
of the operation, as well as other re- 
ports the bus realty plot had been 
sold to Rockefeller Center, Inc., for 
a hotel site, refused to make any 
comment. 


MCA WRITERS DEPT. OUT 


Hollywood, June 27. 
David Diamond, head of writers 
department for Music Corp. of 
America, settled his contract and 
opened his own office. 
MCA is discontinui g its scribe 
department, 











deal with | 


is objection of Warners to, 


| tion and special budget. 


| part of the industry to appropriate 
| coin for a Golden Jubilee (Greater 
Picture Year) campaign this fall, but 
idea of a book in honor of the 50 
years may be approved. 


Linda Ware’s Custody 
Suit Chases Par Pic 





a 


With Portfolio 





Hollywood, June 27. 

James Roosevelt has earned a 
job as commuting ambassador 
between Hollywood and London 
as a result of his recent diplo- 
matic tour with ‘Wuthering 
Heights.’ 

Next trip will be as custodian 
of a print of Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘They Shall Have Music,’ to be 
released in England next Sep- 
tember. 








Congress to Get 


Revised Copyr t 
Bill This Week 


Revised copyright bill, to replace 
the Berne international! treaty which 
is now before the Senaie, w:!! prob- 
ably be introduced in Congress late 
this week. Shotwell committee on 
copyright (not the conference com- 
mittee of industry reps) is under- 





Preem Away From Det. 





Detroit, June 27. 
Because of father’s suit here to 


stood sponsoring it, but what Sena- 
tor will introduce it isn’t known. 
Meanwhile, the conferees group 
broke up yesterday (Tuesday) for a 
breathing space and to obtain re- 





regain custody of Linda Ware, juve 
warbler, Paramount’ has cancelled 
the skedded world preem of ‘The 
Star Maker,’ at the Michigan theatre 
here Aug. 25. Elaborate plans had 
been in the works for film debut of 
Detroit moppet, with Bing Crosby 
and several other members of cast, 
along with Linda, coming here for 
the celebration. 

Studio feared trouble if young 
songstress came to Detroit, where 
her father, George Washington Still- 
wagon, has started court proceed- 
ings here to set aside a California 
court verdict awarding the juve 
player to custody of her aunt, Mrs. 
Arthur Stillwagon. Since juve would 
be main reason for having preem 
here, there would be no logical rea- 
son for taking production and cast to 
Detroit for showing without her, 
Par officials explained. 

Father alleges a so-called ‘Jackie 
Coogan’ and ‘Freddie Bartholomew’ 
case in his suit. Guardian aunt says 
Stillwagon’s concern in his screen 
daughter is rather sudden, 








Protest Pic Kids’ Coin 
Sacramento, June 27. 

The so-called ‘Jackie Coogan bill,’ 
providing for trust funds on behalf 
of moppets, was approved by Gov- 
ernor Culbert L. Olson and becomes 
a law in 90 days. 

Measure gives court the power to 
set aside 50% of minor’s picture 
earnings until majority. 





Judge Manton’s Ruling 
On Fox Claim Upheld 


The Circuit Court of Appeals in 
N. Y. Monday (26) upheld a decision 
of forrmer Judge Martin T. Manton, 
and denied the request of the Trust 
Co. of Georgia, to have its $400,000 
claim against Fox Theatres Corp. al- 
lowed as a priority claim. (Manton 
was recently convicted fc. bribery.) 
The claim was based on t) : breaking 
© a lease by Fox theatres, on a site 
in Atlanta. The amount sued for 
originally was $1,012,333, but the 
claim was reduced to $400,000 by 
stipulation. However the Trust Co. 
dic not wish it allowed as a general 
claim, which would have reduced the 
amount to the 8% dividend given 
cher general creditors. 

In upholding Judge Manton, the 
appeals circuit court declared, 
‘Neither on the theory of : statutory 
lien, nor on that of a contract lien, 
did the appellants show any right to 
have their claim, or any part of it 
paid ahead of general claims, and 
without such a showing there was no 


hearing.’ 





Mealand’s Par Post 


Dick Halliday’s story editor post 
at the Paramount home office is be- 
ing filled from the outside. Richard 
Mealand, former associate ed of 
Good Housekeeping, having been 
appointed to the job by Russell Hol- 
man, eastern production head. He 
| will act on equal footing under Hol- 
,man with John Byram, who is Par’s 
eastern play editor. 

Appointment was effective Mon- 
| day (26) Halliday shoving off for 
| Coast today (Wed.). He starts on 
studio job July 5. 











} 


reason to set the matte’ down for a | 


vised copies of the latest draft of 
the bill it hopes to recommend. Will 
meet again after July 4. Understood 
the conferees, who represent the va- 
rious author and industry groups 
concerned with copyright, have not 
approved the bill being sponsored by 
the Shotwell committee, but the lat- 
ter may be revised to conform with 
the combined industry wishes. 


ESTIMATE $1,000,000 








Earnings of Warner Bros. Pictures 
for the third quarter of the ccm- 
pany’s fiscal year, from March to 
May, will run approximately $1,000,- 
000 net, or 25c per share On com- 
mon, according to firancial circles. 

Figure for the similar period in '38 
was much lower, amounting to $458,- 
146. Net for the entire fiscal year 
ending August, 1939, is expected to 
be considerably im excess of pre- 
vious year’s total. 


SAILINGS 


August 2 (New York to London) 
Bob Hope (Normandie). 

July 1 (New York to Paris) Jack 
Bonney (Champlain). 

July 1 (New York to Genoa) 
Tyrone Power, Annabella (Rex). 

July 1 ‘New York to London) 
Movita (Queen Mary). 

June 30 (New York to London) 
Ann Ronell (Mauretania). 

June 29 (London to New York) 
Diamond Bros, (Ilde France). 

June 28 (London to New York) 
Flora Robson, Percy Henri (Queen 
Mary). 

June 28 (New York to London) 
Will Fyffe, Basil Dean, Anona Winn 
(Aquitania). 

June 28 (New York to London) 
Erich Pommer ,Hal Rosson, Ed Per- 
kins, Garson Kanin, Grace Moore, 
Sam Levene, Trudi Schoop, Alfred 
A. Knopf, Ernest Schelling, Nadia 
Boulanger (Normandie). 

June 27 (New York to Paris) Per- 
cival Wilde, Mrs. Walter Kline (De- 
-Grasse). 











ARRIVALS 


S. R. Kent, Guy P. Morgan, Cle- 
mente Lococo, Wesley Ruggles, 
Guthrie McClintic, Luigi Villa, Ray 
Milland, Arthur Shields, Ferdinand 
Delgado, Benjamin Box, Charles 
Laughton, Maureen O’Hara, Wilfred 
Lawson, 





WB 3D QUARTER NET 


Maurice Bergman, 








Wanger Blames Falling Boxoffice 


—— —<—————=2 


On Too Much Screen Censorship 





TED WILLIAMS MAKING 
4 PIX FOR MONOGRAM 


Ted Williams, former treasurer of 
Educational Pictures, Ine, has 
turned producer and is now on the 





Coast. Williams’ series of four fea- 
tures will be released through 
Monogram, featuring Marcia May 


Jones and Frankie Moran, both 
under contract to Mono. 

Financing of the group of four 
is understood to be split three ways 
between Williams, Pathe Films, Inc., 


and Irving Trust Co. 


P-»nyaer-Laughton’s RKO 
Unit Talk; Test Maureen 
0’Hara for ‘Hunchback’ 


Unless bidding interferes, with 
Metro reported interested in discuss- 
ing a deal, Eric Pommer and Charles 
Laughton may go under a long-term- 
er as a combination with RKO. Mat- 
ter was discussed by both in the 
east with RKO officials prior to de- 
parture of Laughton for the Coast 
to make ‘Hunchback of Notre Dame’ 
for RKO, a one-picture deal. He 
left Friday (23), accompanied by 
Maureen O’Hara, who is to be tested 
for the lead opposite Laughton. 

Any deal Pommer and Laughton 
would make with RKO or others 
would become effective some time 
next year, following production in 
England this fall or winter of ‘Ad- 
mirable Mr, Crichton’ by Mayflower 
Productions, Ltd., which will be re- 
leased outside of the United King- 
dom by Paramount. Latter also took 
‘Jamaica Inn’ and ‘London After 
Dark’, 











Pen ’n’ Inkers Busy 
On 18 Disney Cartoons 


Hollywood, June 27. 

With his 1938-39 shorts program 
completed, Walt Disney has eight of 
next season’s 18 cartoons in actual 
work and the other 10 in preparation. 

‘Pinocchio,’ feature-length produc- 
tion, is 75% finished and scheduled 
for Christmas release through RKO. 
Two other features, ‘Bambi’ and the 
Leopold Stokowski musical picture, 
are well under way. 





OLIVIER’S PIC CALL 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Laurence Olivier, currently play- 
ing in ‘No Time for Comedy’ on the 
New York stage, is due here Aug. 6 
to start work in the Selznick-Inter- 
national picture, ‘Rebecca.’ 
Alfred Hitchock directs. 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Jimmy McHugh, 
Boris Morros 
Maureen O’Hara. 
J 





Harry Corn, 
Ellen Drew. 


Lou Fink, P. Rubenstein, 
Al Hall. Wesley Ruggles. 
Richard Halliday. Joseph F. Samuels. 


Newton P. Jacobs. 
Charles Laughton, 
Charlie Leonard. 
Mary Martin. 


Arthur Shields, 

Mr. & Mrs. J. C. 
Stern, 

Sam W. Whitehead. 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Annabella. H. V. Kaltenborn, 
Edith Barrett. Madge Pfau Kelly, 
Harry Carey. Francis Lederer, 
Pablo Cavallo. Anna Neagle. 
Herman Cohen. William H. Pine. 
Morgan Cofiway. Tyrone Power, 
LeRoy Prinz. 
Richard Rowland. 
James Saphier. 
Martha Scott, 
Tiffany ‘lhayer. 
Richard Thorpe. 
Movita, 

Herbert Wilcox. 








Lester Cowan. 
Donald Crisp. 
Woolworth Dono- 
hue, 
Charles Farrell. 
Paulette Goddard. 
E. E. Horton. 
Willie & Eugene 
Howard, 








Other News of Interest to Films 





Camel gives Cantor go-by........ 
NBC-CBS burn over Kaltenborn 


Joe Penner set 


NAB convention 








U. S.-Jap film coin accord snagged 
Kenny Baker goes Texaco........ 


Kate Smith-Jack Benny lineup...... ° 
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Radio reviews: Fred Allen, Jack Benny, Walter Wanger, Bob 
Burns, Lillian Gish, Gracie Allen, George Jessel 
‘California’ song licensed too cheaply 


Paul Muni’s Anderson play......... 
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San Francisco, June 27, 

Too much censorship is respons- 
ible for much of the picture indus- 
try’s present ills, declared Walter 
Wanger in a talk on ‘What Happens 
to Books in Hollywood and Why” 
last Friday (23) at the third general 
session of the American Library 
Association in the Civic Auditorium. 


Wanger, whose address was also 
heard over a nationwide NBC net- 
work, predicted steadily declining 
boxoffice receipts unless the film 


companies are allowed to bring to 
the screen all stories concerning the 
vital issues of the day which affect 
the public welfare and in which the 
public is deeply interested. 

While the author of a successful 
book may have it translated into 
foreign languages and published all 
over the world as it was originally 
written, Wanger told his audience 
that there are a thousand and one 
other problems to be considered re- 
garding censorship when the book 
is to be made into a picture. 

‘As a matter of fact,’ said Wanger, 
‘how we ever get anything on the 
screen is really a miracle. In mo- 
ments of enthusiasm a producer will 
buy a great book, as I did when I 
purchased Vincent Sheean’s ‘Per- 
sonal History’. Although this book 
has had a terrific sale and is widely 
read, it is going to take the work of 
magicians and soothsayers to get it 
on the screen.’ 

He deplored the tremendous 
amount of censorship involved in 
film production and expressed his 
belief that the public, if they ever 
get a chance to decide, can make 
pretty fair selections. 

‘I believe that water finds its own 
level and anybody introducing the 
wrong kind of pictures will meet 
with boxoffice failure and in this 
way such pictures will be eliminated. 
On the other hand, I think it is 
impossible to make a success of pro- 
gressive, intelligent pictures when 
you are molested on all sides by in- 
hibitions forced upon you by cen- 
sors, distributors, exhibitors and 
even, in many instances, the press. 

‘I am definitely against filth and 
vulgarity on the screen, and I am 
100% in favor of keeping that sort 
of thing off the screen, but I am also 
100% against people who try to cen- 
sor screen entertainment for their 
own interests. 

“When I returned from Italy seve 
eral years ago, I was planning to 
make some pictures in Rome. Im- 
mediately I was accused of being a 
fascist. When I produced ‘Block- 
ade’ last year, I was accused of being 
a communist. I thought I was simply 
an American producer trying to use 
the screen for intelligent entertain- 
ment. 

‘Propaganda’ 


‘At this point, I am aware of a 
buzzing which sounds like the shrill 
repetition of the word ‘propaganda’, 
This noise emanates from certain 
groups who year in and year out 
tell us that the job of the films is to 
entertain. No one disagrees on this; 
the disagreement comes on the ques- 
tion of what is entertaining. For 
example, a certain Mr. Gilbert and 
a Mr. Sullivan, have wowed audi- 
ences for 50 years by having plenty 
to say about the soft spots of their 
society. That people today do dis- 
agree with the constantly reiterated 
point of view and the old formula 
motion picture is evident from the 
steadily falling boxoffice. 

‘Any expression of an idea is 
propaganda for one viewpoint or 
another. I have never heard any 
outraged cries over our romantic 
films glorifying West Point and An- 
napolis, yet they are just as surely 
propaganda as films which might 
attack these institutions. In short, 
it is not propaganda as such to 
which these objectors object, but 
propaganda for a viewpoint with 
which they differ. 

‘I submit that these groups should 
not have the right to judge what 
shall or shall not be screened. The 
only proper judge of that are the 
audiences themselves. The film pro- 
ducer, like the magazine and news- 
paper publisher and the broadcast- 
ing company, should be free to give 
the public what he thinks it wants. 
Wrong guesses, as I have said, will 
be quickly indicated and paid for at 
the boxoffice. 

‘I repeat—questions of films which 
attack the government and questions 
of decency do not enter into this dis- 
cussion. We are all agreed that the 

(Continued on page 54) 
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Kent, Back from S.A., Irked at Allied’s 
Rejection of Code; 


+ 


OKs Latin Market 








vy 


S. R. Kent, 20th-Fox prexy, made 
known his sentiments regarding the 
action of Allied States’ rejection of 
the code, as worked out by the dis- 
tributor committee of which Kent is 
a member. ‘AS distributors and par- 
ticularly where 20th-Fox is con- 
cerned, we have made our final offer 
to Allied. We may have to attack 
the trade praciices solution from 
another angle,’ Kent stated on his 
arrival from his South American 
business trip on Monday (26). 

‘Twentieth-Fox is going to push 
the trade pact and offer it to every 
exhibitor who wants it, provided no 
legal difficulties restrain us from 
doing it. I expect some Allied in- 


is no reason why it should not be 
done now. 

‘Nothing we could offer would be 
acceptable to Allied, I am convinced. 
Abram S. Myers is presumptuous 
to even expect the distributors to 
talk to Allied on theatre divorce- 
ment. There is no guarantee, even 
if we gave Allied everything they 
wanted, that it would do us any good 
in Washington. 

‘My feeling is that I would rather 
take my chances with assistant 
United States attorney-general Ar- 
nold than with Myers, because Ar- 
nold is doing his job according to 
the law, but we do not know what 
is going on in Myers’ mind, and I 
don’t think it is peace.’ 

Pleased with S. A. Results 


Kent viewed his company’s first 
two conventions in South and Cen- 
tral America—in Rio de Janeiro and 
in Trinidad—as very successful. ‘We 
had a wonderful reception and 
everybody was extremely hospitable. 
It is too bad that all American film 
executives cannot see South Amer- 
ica. 


‘Although we are making Spanish- 
language films and may even decide 
to distribute a quantity of such pic- 
tures made by outside producers, in 
Latin America, I feel that there is 
a certain type of Spanish picture 
for local consumption which should 
be left to local producers in Latin 
countries, American producers 
would do better to concentrate on 
making better American pictures,’ 
was Kent's view on future position 
of American distributors. 


KANIN DENIES ANY 
POUTING WITH RKO 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Garson Kanin is understood gri- 
macing at RKO because of the edit- 
ing of his latest picture, ‘Bachelor 
Mother.’ Director will huddle with 
home office execs in New York be- 
fore sailing to Europe for an ex- 
tended vacation. He’s reported to be 
demanding the right to cut his own 
Pictures in the future. 











Garson Kanin sails today (Wednes- 
day) for three or four weeks vaca- 
tion. Denies any rift with the stu- 
dio and states he’ll do some research 
abroad for his next directing stint, 
which he declines to identify. 


Hopes to return for more Broad- 





way staging assignments if he can 
get the right play and managerial | 
Setup, but has nothing in line at! 
Present. His ‘Bachelor Mother’ opens 
at Radio City Music Hall, N. Y., to- | 
morrow (Thursday). 





New Deal for H. J. Brown 


Hollywood, June 27. 

20th-Fox handed Harry Joe Brown 
& new two-year deal as associate | 
groducer, although his old pact had 
Our months to run. Currently he 

Supervising the cutting of ‘The 
ains Came’ and has ‘Hollywood 
Cavalcade’ in work. 

Other assignments include ‘Here I 
m A Stranger,’ ‘Everything Hap- 
Pens at Night,’ ‘Johnny Apollo’ and 

© Postman Walks Alone’. 





Kit on the Run 





Hollywood, June 27. 

Old Kit Carson is thinking 
about selling his hoss and buying 
a motorcycle, with three pictures 
woven about his exploits. 

Latest entry is Warners, pre- 
paring a Wayne Morris starrer 
for summer shooting. ‘Columbia 
is lensing a serial, ‘Overland 
With Kit Carson,’ and Edward 
Small is readying ‘Kit Carson, 
Avenger.’ 


U.S. TAXES SHOW 
APRIL B.0. WAS 
VERY GOOD 


Washington, June 27. 

Strong comeback in the lagging 
amusement business took place in 
April, most recent Federal tax col- 
lection figures showed last week, 
with the May payments to the Treas- 
ury from the 10% admissions bite, 
perpetuated for another two years 
by the law sent to President Roose- 
velt for signature Friday (23). 

The May receipts hit $1,605,987, 
within $1,000 of the top for this year 
and the fattest for the month since 














the rates were jacked up seven 
years ago. More significant, how- 
ever, were the increase over the 


prior stanza and over the same 
month last year. Figures cover only 
theatres cnarging over 40c. 

Bringing the five-manth 1939 haul 
to $7,664,965, the Treasury’s take 
showed a jump of $211,328 above the 
level of 1938, and $221,266 over the 
April sum. The month-to-month 
jump was the fattest since last No- 
vember, which was itself a breath- 
taker, while the boost over the same 
month of the prior year beat any 
since March, 1938. 

As a result of the revival, the 
Treasury’s books show the yield now 
is within $57,341 of the five-month 
total last year and nearly $20,000 
ahead of the same portion of 1937. 





Optimism Note 
Minneapolis, June 27. 

Territory’s exhibitors are taking 
heart because of optimism as to crop 
prospects and, in turn, over the gen- 
eral business” outlook in western 
Minnesota and North Dakota, accord- 
ing to surveys just made. There has 
been plentiful moisture during the 
last two months. 

J. H. de Wild, manager of the Civic 
& Commerce Assn., said both farm- 
ers and business people have changed 
their attitude from the pessimism 
caused by drought in April and May. 


SEE 15c PER SHARE 
NET ON MONOGRAM 


Monogram Pictures 1s expected to | 
show in excess of $50,000 net earn- 
ings in the six-month period ending 
June 1, excellent income during April 








ALL DEALS SIGNED 
ARE RETROACTIVE 


Majors’ Sales Offices Report 
Many Exhib Requests to) 
Buy for ’39-40 Under the 
Code—Giving the Indies 
an Edge 
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ALLIED REBUTTAL DUE 





Any exhibitor who wants to buy 
1939-40 product under the provisions 


of the code, carrying with it the 
benefits of arbitration, may do so 
with seven distributors, regardless 


of his affiliations and in spite of the | 
action of any theatre owner organ- 
ization to which he belongs. The 
distribs, in selling now, will not only 
agree that deals for '39-40 product 
will be considered signed, with all 
provisions of the code to apply, 
pending further developments in 
connection with the industry’s own 
Bill of Rights, but that, if so desired, 
riders will be attached to the con- 
tracts so certifying. 


In major sales quarters it is de- 
clared requests are coming in from 
numerous accounts asking if they 
may sign deals now which will carry 
the provisions of the code if and 
when it is placed into effect, to- 
gether with arbitration, and, in such 
an event, whether the distribs will 
annex a rider to the contracts cover- 
ing that. This is being done where 
the requests are received. 


THE CODE 








Post-Mpls. Convention Convinces 


There's ‘No Use Wai 








ing ; Product 


Deals For 1939-40 Spurt Generally 





Gold Spoons 





Hollywood, June 27. 

Highest-paid actors in Holly- 
wood are newly-born infants, 
who draw $75 for a few minutes’ 
work per day. At the age of 
30 days their stipend drops to 
$50 per diem, and at three 
months they skid to $25. 

At the end of six months they 
are just like other folks and 
have to work at the regular daily 
scale, $8.25. 











REPUBLIC NOT 
TO SET UP OWN 
EXCHANGES 


Although Republic Pictures distri- 
butes its product chiefly through 
state-right, franchise-holders, it is 
now operating six of its own key 
city exchanges, having taken over 
Floyd St. John’s franchise for 
Seattle, San Francisco and Los An- 
geles, and the Albany, Buffalo and 








In sales and exhibition circles it is 
believed that the code could easily 
be placed into effect without the ap- 
proval of politically-minded inde- 
pendent theatre leaders who, through 
their associations and their boards, 
without respect to majority wishes 
of the membership, may refuse to go 
on record approving the code. In 
other words, should a vast majority 
of the country’s exhibs desire to do 
business on the code—regarded as 
natural since it gives something now 
not enjoyed—then the mere signing 
of sales contracts and accompanying 
code documents to cover is all that 
seemingly is necessary to give it 
a valid excuse for existing. 


If exhib bodies, other than Allied 
States, also completely reject the 
code, based, as with Allied, not on a 
vote of the membership, but on a 
vote of the board of directors, then 
there still is nothing to stop 90% of 
the country’s accounts from signing 
up under the code. That in itself 
would make it effective. Since 
things work two ways, 
adoption of the code by every exhib 
association in the country, headed by 
Allied and MPTOA, wouldn’t mean 
that every exhib would have to take 
it with his contracts. He isn’t forced 
one way or the other. 


Many Acceptances 


the mere | 


DAN MICHALOVE MAY 


Detroit territories from Jack Berk- 
owitz, and Bernard Mills. Rep. ex- 
ecutives, however, deny it intends to 
buy out any other franchise-holders. 

The Coast franchise held by St. 
John is reported to have one and a 
half more years to go, of its orig- 
inal five-year term, but he wanted 
to retire from the business. The 
Berkowitz-Mills franchise is said to 
have expired this year. Operating 
name of the latter enterprise, the 
B-M Film Exchanges, Inc., has been 
changed to Republic Pictures Distri- 
buting Corp. of Buffalo, papers hav- 
ing been filed in Albany last week 
by M. H. Lavenstein, Republic ex- 
ecutive. 

Lavenstein denies Republic will 
buy out other franchisers and event- 
ually operate its own national distri- 
buting system of exchanges. The 
six exchanges taken over will be 
operated by the company until new 
state-right distributors are found to 
assume the franchises. 





H. Q. IN AUSSIE INDEF 


Dan Michalove, 20th-Fox execu- 
tive who spent six months in Aus- 
tralia last year in connection with 








Numerous acceptances of the trade | 
practices pact and arbitration have | 
already been _ indicated, pending | 
board confirmation, and _ others | 
throughout the country for a repre- 
sentative front are expected. Com- 
plete acceptance is expected to be 
speeded by willingness of the dis- 
tributors tu modify the clause con- 
cerning arbitration of clearance dis- 
putes where an independent and an 
affiliated theatre are involved. 


The complaint is that the simon- | 








and May making this possible. Wall | 
Street is looking for about 15c per | 
share on about 335,000 shares out- | 
standing for this period. 

The half-year statement probably 
will be rendered separately instead | 
of any full year’s report since Mono- | 
gram starts its fiscal year on June | 
1 effective this year. Rentals at the} 
present time are running about 32% 


| ahead of what they were last year. 





Canty Quits U 


George R. Canty, Universal’s | 
European general manager for the | 
last two years, has resigned. He’s| 
reported ready to return to the U.S. ! 
diplomatic service. 

No successor has been named. 


| inferentially, 


pure indie has only one vote while, 
and based on prob-| 
abilities, the affiliated theatre has 
two since he’s on the distributor side 
and would be expected to vote with 
the latter. This may be changed so} 
that the indie in such three-way dis- 
putes has two votes to balance the 
one vote for the affiliated theatre. 
and one for the distrib. 

Meetings to work this and other 
matters out are expected to be held | 
later this week with S. R. Kent’s re- 
turn from South America. Mean- | 
time, William F. Rodgers of Metro, 
spokesman for the distribs, is plan- 
ning to prepare a statement that will | 
be in the nature of an answer to the | 
action taken by Allied States at its | 

(Continued on page 54) 
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20th-Fox and National Theatres’ in- 
terests in Hoyts Theatre Circuit may 
return to Australia in September, ac- 
cording to S. R. Kent. Michalove is 
to act in an advisory capacity as a 
special representative of the 20th- 
Fox home office. His stay down un- 
der may be of several years’ dura- 
tion. 

With a new setup of booking ac- | 
tivities of Hoyts Theatre Circuit and | 
Greater Union Theatres recently 








completed, in which all product deals 
of approximately 180 theatres now 
to be handled by the General Thea- | 
tres Co. of Australia, for the next | 
20 years, Michalove is being as-| 
signed to coordinate working details | 
of the new pact. 


| 
Wilder’s Place Leased | 


By Sid Kent of 20th-Fox 


Syracuse, June 27. | 
Col. Harry Wilder, president of 
WSYR-WJTN-WNBX, has rented | 
the family show place, Pine Tree 
Point, at Alexandria Bay in the 
Thousand Islands, to Sidney R. 
Kent, president of 20th Century- 
Fox, 
It’s for the rest of the summer. 








Minneapolis, June 27. 

Since Allied State’s convention, 
buying for 1939-40 has taken a de- 
cided spurt, according to film ex- 
change managers. Failure of the 
convention to give expression to any 
complaints against film prices or to 
make any move to get them lowered 
is reported to have convinced exhib- 
itors that ‘there’s no use waiting.’ 

Indies are reconciled to the fact 
that they’ll have to do their own 
battling over rentals, the same as 
hitherto, and that the exchanges will 
continue to treat each situation in- 
dividually, it has become apparent. 
They’re convinced now that nobody 
else is going to do their fighting for 
them in the matter of film prices. 

Even many Twin City independent 
exhibitors are negotiating deals, al- 
though the normal thing is for them 
to wait until fall or early winter be- 
cause no new-season product will be 
available before then. Exchange 
managers also prefer to wait in the 
case of the Twin Cities until after 
circuit deals have been closed. 


Exchanges. report that practically 
every out-of-town exhibitor con- 
tacted and closed has signified a de- 
sire to operate under the new indus- 
try trade practice code and declare 
they’ll sign it regardless of adverse 
Allied States’ action. 





U’s Schine Deal 


Bill Scully, Universal distribution 
head, is due back today (Wed.) from 
Gloversville, N. Y., after discussing 
a 1939-40 product deal for U with 
Louis and Meyer Schine. Circuit 
covers around 150 houses in New 
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio. 

Numerous other U deals of major 
importance are in work under per- 
sonal handling of Scully; Bill Heine- 
man, eastern division manager, now 
in New York; and F. Je McCarthy, 
who’s in the South negotiating with 
chains. 

UA-Music Hall Palaver 


Harry Gold currently negotiating 
a new United Artists booking deal 
with Radio City Music Hall. Group 
of pictures selected by the Hall from 
the ’39-40 lineup of product will 


(Continued on Page 12) 
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NY. Fair Has Plenty of Free Films, 
~ Not Counting the Industry's Own 
Feature; 125 in All, 16 and 35 MM. jurists. <= 





vr 


Although the motion picture in- 
dustry has no exhibit or display at 
the New York World’s Fair, aside 
from the feature which has just 
started running at the Federal build- 
ing (‘Land of Liberty’), there are 
at least 125 short features and other 
film; now playing in various pavil- 
jons and exhibits at the exposition. 
While numerous are 16-millimeter or 
shown by means of continuous pro- 
jectors, there are nearly as many 
35-mm films. 

Virtually all industrial firms using | 
films have provided for the warm | 
summer months, too, by building air- | 
conditioned auditoriums. The re- 
markably long list of pictures is 
hung up at the N. Y. Fair despite the 
fact that the world’s largest show is 
known as the exposition of dioramas. 

The film industry is interested 
mostly in the presentations of Na- 
tional Buiscuit Co., with a specially 
produced Walt Disney Mickey Mouse 
cartoon in color, and the four-reel 
‘T’ll Tell the World,’ which Herb 
Crooker, formerly of Warner Bros. 
produced in Hollywood, with Jed 
Prouty, Frank Albertson and other 
standard talent. 


Chrysler’s ‘In Tune With Tomor- 
row’ is a three-dimensional produc- 
tion which appears as such by using 
Polaroid glasses which are supplied 
those attending the picture showing. 
It runs only about 10 minutes. 


The oil business went to consider- 
able expense, reputed to be $75,000, 
to turn out its two-reel short in 
technicolor, ‘Pete Roleum and His 
Cousins.’ It is shown in the Petrol- 
eum Industries building. 

The Lineup 

Latest list of firms showing motion 
pictures, with titles where the pic- 
ture is of particular importance, fol- 
lows: 

Addressograph-Multigraph Corp.; 
American Tobacco (Lucky Strike), 
‘The Story of Lucky Strike,’ one reel; 
Aetna Casualty & Surety Co., seven 
60-second shorts on automobile safe- 
ty plus five longer short features; 
Bakelite Corp., ‘Fourth Kingdom’ 
and ‘Science Saves the Surface,’ two 
and three-reel shorts; Bethlehem 
Steel Co.; Chrysler Sales Corp., ‘In 
Tune With Tomorrow’; Citizen Ac- 
tion Committee, ‘Government by the 
‘Consent of the Governed’; Coca Cola 
Co., ‘Refreshment the World Over,’ 
animated cartoon in color; Copper & 











in Fragrance’; Distilled Spirits Exhi- 
bit, Inc.; Eastman Kodak; Ford Mo- 
tor Co.; General Motors; Household 
Finance Corp., ‘A Heap O’ Living,’ 
wiht Edgar Guest, and ‘Happily Ever 
After’; International Business Ma- 
chines; Johns-Manville, three indus- 
trial shorts; League of Nations 


‘Packing ’Em In’ 





‘Land of Liberty’ is ‘packing 
them in’ according to the en- 
thusiastic bulletin sent the Hays 
office by the Federal govern- 
ment. 

Picture is being shown in the 
350-seater auditorium in the 
Federal Bldg. at the N.Y. World’s 
Fair, three or four times daily, 
so not too many can possibly be 
packed in. 








Balaban-Meyers 
Getting Rid of 


Several Houses 


Chicago, June 27. 

Circuit, which was owned jointly 
by A. J. Balaban and Sam Meyers, 
is being sold out piecemeal, with 
Meyers having already set deals for 
the disposal of the Meyers-Balaban 
houses in Libertyville and Melrose 
Park. Libertyville house was a new 
spot built for the M-B group, while 
the Melrose was a lease takeover at 
a price reported at $35,000 at the 
time. 

Understood, however, that the 
house in Urbana (IIL), on University 
of Illinois ground, will be continued 
under present operation, with house 
understood showing excellent profits. 

Meyers, who operates the Teatro 
del Lago, found it too confining a 
job to oversee his own house in 
addition to the general circuit. A. J. 
Balaban left town shortly after set- 
ting up the circuit with Meyers. Be- 
sides, Balaban had devoted much of 
his attention to the Esquire in asso- 
ciation with his brothers Harry and 
Elmer. This swank house on the 
near northside, costing an estimated 
$450,000, is now running in high 
gear and is turning out a $2,000 
weekly profit, including amortiza- 
tion of the building costs. 


SHOE DOESN'T FIT 


‘Cinderella’ Nightmare 
Scribes, 26 Walk 











U's for 





Hollywood, June 27. 
Universal’s ‘Modern Cinderella’ is 
not a gilded coach ride for screen 
writers. No less than 26 scripters 
have ankled off the lot after wrest- 
ling with the Irene Dunne-Charles 
Boyer starrer. 





Assoc.; MacFadden Publications, ‘I’ll 
Tell the World’; Men’s Apparel Qual- 
ity Guild, film on sports; Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Co., three shorts, 
one in sound; National Buscuit Co., 
*Mickey’s Surprise Party,’ Wait Dis- 
mney cartoon comedy industrial, and 
another short, with Walter O’Keefe; 
New Hampshire State Planning 
Commision, sound film by Loucks 
& Norling studios; N. Y. City Cancer 
Committee; Petroleum Industry, 
‘Pete Roleum and His Cousins’; J. B. 
Pierce Foundation, ‘American Radia- 
tor’; Science & Education Bldg., 
documentary films; Standard Brands; 
Texas Gulf Sulphur; Medicine & 
Public Health Bldg., ‘Research,’ film 
taken at Crocker laboratory, Colum- 
bia U.; Westinghouse; Wilbert Pro- 
ducts; Planters Nut & Chocolate Co., 
‘Mr. Peanut and His Family Tree’; 
Yale and Towne Co., ‘Home Defense,’ 
two-reel sound film. 

Besides Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
Cuba, Italy, Japan, Mexico, Portugal 
and Russia (last-named with several 
showing or planned), Australia has 
14 different shorts of varying length; 
Great Britain, 10 different film sub- 
jects not including six pictures on 
Scotland; Denmark has several 16- 
mm. travelogs; Dominican Republic 
has a travelog in color; Finland has 
a travelog; France has six or more 
pictures on industry and scenes in 
French colonies; Iceland, two films; 
Lithuania, a 16-mm travelog; Neth- 
erlands,. one picture; Pan-Ameri- 
can Union, films on Brazil, Mexico 
and banana growing; Peru has three 
films; Puerto Rico has two 16-mm 
sound pictures; Southern Rhodesia, 


Latest walker-outers are Stephen 
Morehouse Avery and Charles Kauf- 
man, who had been feeding the 
cameras from day to day. Picture 
has been in work six weeks under 
producer-director John M. Stahl. 


Chaplin Pix Stirs 


Hollywood, June 27, 
Carpenters start work this week 
on sets for Charles Chaplin’s long 
delayed picture, ‘The Great Dicta- 
tor,’ for United Artists release. 
Shooting is slated to start about 
July 15. 


Pine Setting ‘Mounties’ 

Bill Pine, who arrived in New 
York Sunday (25), flew to Ottawa, 
Canada, yesterday (Tues.) to lay the 
groundwork for production by C. B. 
DeMille of a picture built around 
the Mounties. He will be there pos- 
sibly a week conferring with of- 
ficials and others. Paramount’s af- 
filiate, Famous Players-Canadian, is 
cooperating. 

DeMille’s ‘Royal Canadian Mount- 
ed Police’ will be entirely in color. 
Present plans are to do some shoot- 
ing in Canada this summer, with 
production on the Coast to begin in 
October. 


GOTTA WAIT FOR HER 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Start of ‘She Married Her Hus- 
band’ has been postponed until the 
completion of ‘Here I Am a Stranger’ 
at 20th-Fox. 
Reason is that Binnie Barnes is 














three films, Switzerland, one. 


toplined in both pictures, 








IN. Y. Indies See No New 
Operators’ Wage Scale 


Union discussions with  inde- 
pendent theatre owners of New York 
on new booth wage scales were re- 
commenced last week. Joe Basson 
and Charles Kielhern of . Local 
306 and W. French Giffens and 


ferred. 

Outlook for any increase in exist- 
ing scales.is slight at this time, ac- 
cording to exhibitors. 


PAR KEEPS 10 
FILMS MOVING 


Hollywood, June 27. 


Heaviest summer production 
schedule in years is under way at 
Paramount, with 10 pictures shoot- 
ing. Latest starters are ‘Seventeen’ 
and ‘Our Neighbors, the Carters.’ 


Others in work are ‘Argentina,’ 
‘The Light That Failed,’ ‘Ruler of the 
Seas,’ ‘Dr. Cyclops,’ ‘$1,000 a Touch- 
down, “The World on Parade,’ 
‘Death of a Champion’ and ‘Are 
Husbands Necessary?’ 

Par has postponed production of 
‘Admirable Crichton’ in England un- 
til Oct. 1 to permit Charles Laughton 
to complete his role in RKO’s “The 
Hunchback of Notre Dame’ here. 


Five RKO Pix Move 
To Outdoor Locations 


Hollywood, June 27. 


RKO moves into the great out- 
doors next month with five of its six 
features working on location. 
‘Hunchback of Notre Dame,’ high- 
budget picture, will be shot almost 
entirely on the company’s ranch. 

Others working under the skies are 
‘The Day the Bookies Wept,’ ‘Alle- 
gheney Frontier,’ ‘Conspiracy’ and 
George O’Brien’s next Western, still 
untitled. 

Walter Hampden, Shakespearean 
veteran, has been set at RKO for the 
role of Archbishop in ‘Hunchback,’ 
which William Dieterle is directing. 

















BARHAM’S DISCOVERY 


Theatre Op. Scouts Kid Find for a 
Par Pic 








Formerly a peddler of film, then 
on the other side of the fence as a 
circuit buyer and now a theatre op- 
erator, Tracy Barham has added 
talent scouting as a sideline. The 
operator of Paramount’s Ohio, Ken- 
tucky and West Virginia theatres is 
the discoverer of a four-year-old 
who has been tested by Par and will 
be given a trial in ‘Husbands Nec- 
essary, to be produced later on in 
the summer. 

The -kidlet is Carolyn Lee. She 
was dug up by Barham in Wheeling, 
W. Va., where in a hotel lobby she 
sold the Par operator on her charms. 
He arranged for the mother of the 
child to meet Y. Frank Freeman. 
Arrangements were made to bring 
them to the Coast, where tests have 
been made. The girl has had no 
stage experience. 


306 Union Moves In 


Negotiations of Local 306 (pro- 
jectionist union) looking towards 
lining up a contract for handling 
booths in picture shows at the N.Y. 
World’s Fair were reported progress- 
ing towards a satisfactory solution 
yesterday (Tues.). Final settlement 
probably will not be effected until 
today (Wed.) or Thursday. 

Contract which the union is ne- 
gotiating with exposition officials 
will give them the work in booths 
at various exhibits where films are 
shown as well as a servicing pact on 
16-millimeter equipment spots. Orig- 
inally, Local 3, IBEW, began han- 
dling part of this operation but it is 
understood that Local 306 claimed 
jurisdiction now that the Fair is 
comleted, claiming it is strictly a 
theatrical operation currently. 











KEN MAYNARD’S $2,000 PER 
Ken Maynard is suing Herman 
Freedman for $16,000 on an as- 
serted deal to produce eight pic- 
tures, 
Cowboy actor was to get $2,000 per 
picture, 























‘AP Newsrea! Idea, in Effect For 
Royal Visit, Not Liked by Theatres 





Sixth Ave. Dust Bowl 





The 6th avenue, New York, 
‘dust bowl,’ with its unpaved 
streets and obscured signpost ar- 
rows (subway construction mess) 
further confuses tourist motor- 


ists who, somehow, make turns 
| into the wrong one-way streets, 
Cops are on the alert and re- 
| sponsible for averting many bad 
accidents. 


Film Financing 
Plans for B way 
Legit Progress 


| 
| 
| 
| 











Next action on the proposed 
Wharton-Wilk plan to bring back 
Hollywood financing to Broadway 
production will probably come at 
meetings between the Dramatists 
Guild and the League of New York 
Theatres in New York. Latter or- 
ganization, representing some of the 
managers, has requested a confab of 
the standing committees of the two 
groups and it will likely take place 
when sufficient members of each can 
be called in from out-of-town, 

Guild council considered the 
Wharton-Wilk plan at its last meet- 
ing, on June 20, but refused officially 
to disclose its decision. However, it 
is understood to have approved the 
proposal, which would supplement 
the minimum basic agreement by 
providing an optional new setup for 
picture companies to back legit pro- 
ductions and acquire the screen 
rights. But because the League is 
signatory to the minimum basic 
agreement, it must okay the amend- 
ment. 

Although neither the League nor 
Guild have revealed the purpose of 
the coming meeting of their standing 
committees, it is expected that the 
Wharton-Wilk plan will be the 
principal topic of discussion. Figured 
likely that some of the managers, 
acting through the League, may try 
to obtain a general revision of the 
minimum basic agreement, particu- 
larly to restore the former 50-50 
split on the proceeds from film 
sales. New agreement, which be- 
came effective April 1, 1939, and 
expires in 1941, altered that split 
to 60% forthe author and 40% for 
the producer, Guild is figured cer- 
tain to give the League’s bid a 
blunt turndown on a general re- 


vision of the minimum basic agree- 
ment, 





ROSSON TO KORDA 


Toland’s 





‘Inter mezzo’—Lenser 
Hurrell Lensed 





Hal Rosson has been signed by 
Alexander Korda to photograph his 
forthcoming production of ‘Sinners’ 
for United Artists release. Rosson 
sails for London today (Wed.). 

‘Sinners’ js a screen adaptation of 
the opera ‘Manon Lescaut,’ and will 
star Merle Oberon. 





Shift at the Cranks 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Greg Toland has been borrowed 
from Samuel Goldwyn as head lenser 
for ‘Intermezzo’ at Selznick-Interna- 
tional. 

Harry Stradling, imported from 
Engiand to shoot ‘Intermezzo,’ was 
— to ‘Rebecca’ on the same 
ts) 

George Hurrell, portrait photog, 
shifts to the other side of the camera 
and plays himself in ‘Models’ at War- 
ners. 

Picture starts July 21, with Ann 
Sheridan featured. 


Bren Kicks Off at M-G 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Joan Crawford and Robert Young 
share top spots in ‘Remember,’ first 
picture to be produced by Milton 
Bren under his Metro contract. 
Supporting cast is headed by Billie 
Burke. 

Norman McLeod directs. 

















vv 
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The ‘Associated Press of newsree]s’ 
idea, which received a thorough 
workout during the visit of Kin 
George and Queen Elizabeth to the 
U. S., appears washed up as unfore. 
seen obstacles promise to put a quie. 
tus on the entire project. Eventua} 
outcome may be the absorption of 
one or more reels by a single strong 
newsreel company and possible ap- 
pearance of a new newsreel outfit. 
Coverage of royalty’s visit brought 
affairs to a head with newsreel the. 
atres in Greater New York and the 


'photographer’s union seemingly de. 


termined to see that it doesn’t hap. 
pen again. Cinemas squawked on 
the coverage by the reels in U. S,, 
as well as the delay in getting the 
prints to theatres. Paramount, which 
played lone wolf on the whole af- 
fair, refused to exchange prints and 
rushed films to the theatres. 

Newsreel theatre executives state 
they hold no brief for Par, but aver 
this newsreel was the only one to 
show the enterprise and originality 
of coverage generally associated with 
the newsreels of several years ago, 

Union officials became concerned 
because they claimed that the joint 
coverage deprived numerous work- 
ing cameramen of a job on the big- 
gest story in years 


Newsreel cinema officials claimed 
that no joint coverage was needed 
in Washington or any other spot 
thereafter excepting at Columbia 
University. This swapping of nega- 
tives, apparently to cut down costs, 
naturally brought delays in getting 
out the subjects. 





Royal Visit Film Runs 
80,000 Ft.; Cut to 10% 


Toronto, June 28, 


Task of editing 80,000 feet of 
Royal Visit film into a _ feature- 
length cinematic record of 8,000- 
10,000 feet for theatre presentation 
is now being undertaken by Major 
F. C. Badgley, director of the Cana- 
dian government’s Motion Picture 
Bureau, which also supervised the 
pool arrangements of all newsreel 
cameramen, 


Film coverage, in color and black 
and white, was as complete as possi- 
ble at each stop throughout the 
royal tour. Meanwhile, a_ twoe 
reeler in Dufaycolor of the cere 
monies at the Canadian capital, 
filmed by Associated Screen News, 
has been authorized for FP-Can. ree 
lease under the title, ‘Banners over 
Ottawa.’ This goes out to the ex- 
changes next week. 


Abner Upped at Metro 


Appointment of Ben Abner as act- 
ing branch manager at Metro’s New 
York exchange covering the New 
Jersey sales territory, a promotion 
from the ranks, is confirmed by Tom 
Connors, Metro’s eastern division 
sales chief. Abner succeeds Dave 
Levy in the N. Y. post over Jersey 
sales, Levy having resigned to take 
over managership of the Universal 
exchange at N. Y. 


He functions directly under E. K. 
O’Shea, eastern district manager. 


Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Bartlett Cormack inked writer 
ticket at Metro. 

Metro renewed Billie 
player pact. : 

Jean Negulesco signed Metro writ 
ing contract, 

Monogram -handed Marjorie Rey- 
nolds four-picture acting contract. 

Metro contracted Martin Berkeley, 
scripter. 

Herbert Anderson penned actor 
ticket at Warners. 

Charles R. Rogers signed ScottY 
Beckett, moppet. 

Universal hoisted Constancé 
Moore’s player option. 

Henwar Radakiewicz 
scripter deal at Metro. 

Columbia renewed Charles Star- 
rett’s actor ticket. 

Samuel Goldwyn picked up Irmr 
gaard Von Cube’s writer option. 

Paramount handed player contract 
to Betty Moran. 

Universal lifted Frances 
son’s player option, 
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Ma jors to File Answers Tomorrow 


a 


(Thurs.); U.S. Vs. Schine, Also Fla. 


The major film companies will file 
answer tomorrow (Thursday ) to the 
suit charging them with violations of 
the Sherman anti-trust laws in the 
N. Y. federal court. Each company 
will file separately, with the firm of 
Donovan, Newton, Leisure & Lom- 
bard, which heretofore acted for all 
majors, except Columbia and United 
Artists, acting only for RKO. 

The answer will categorically 
deny all charges, and the defendants 
will point out the misuse on the part 
of the U. S. of many trade terms, and 
the inaccuracy of many of the stat- 
utes and figures. A dismissal of the | 
action will be asked by all. 

It is expected that immediately 
after filing, with the issues thus | 
joined, the Government will have 
the anti-trust action placed on the 
ready calendar for trial. Senior 
Federal Judge John Knox is ex- 
pected to appoint a judge to hear the 
case the first week in July, and the 
start of the trial will be the first 
week of October. 

Government sources also revealed 
that additional actions will be started 
within a month against the Schine 
circuit in Buffalo, and the largest in- 
dependent in Florida, The U. Ss. is 
attempting to show its impartiality 
by directing actions against large in- 
dependents, as well as the majors. 
It was also stated that some of the 
present RKO defendants will shortly 
be dropped, as they are no longer 
connected with the industry. Others 
will be added to replace those 
eliminated. 


8 RKO Defendants Out 


Discontinuance of the trust suit as 
to eight RKO defendants, and the 
adding of other not named in the 
original action, loomed in the fed- 
eral court with the filing of a stipu- 
Jation of discontinuance with the 
U.S. by Irving Trust, RKO’s trustee, 
and Col. William Donovan’s office, 
representing Irving Trust, on Satur- 
day (24). Those officers who will 
have the action dismissed against 
them are Cornelius N. Bliss, director, 
resigned May 5, 1939; Edward W. 
Harden, director, resigned May 6, 
1939; De Witt Millhauser, director. 
resigned May 8, 1939; David Sarnoff, 
director, resigned May 5, 1939; Mer- 
lin H. Aylesworth, chairman of 
Board, resigned Oct. 21, 1938; Court- 
land Smith, president of Pathe News, 
resigned May 20, 1937; the late Mau- 
riee Goodman, director, resigned 
March 19, 1939; Frederick Sttauss, 
director, resigned Aug. 11, 1937. 

No one will be named to replace 
these men until Judge William 
Bondy approves the new RKO 
board. 








Chi B&K Suit Under Way 
Chicago, June 27. 

Government suit agains: Balaban 
& Katz and seven major distributors 
will proceed again on Wednesday 
(28). On last Thursday (22) the 
Government began to outline its case 
to the Master now hearing the suit. 
Robert S. Wright, attorney for the 
U. S, led the hearing which was 
primarily in the form of a descrip- 
tion of the Government charges 
against the defendants. On Friday 
(23) the first witnesses were brought 
up to the stand for examination. 

Two men were questioned, one a 
member of the Federa! Bureau of In- 
vestigation and the other local ex- 
change man, Tom Gilliam, branch 
manager for Warner Bros. For the | 
most part the examination consisted | 
iu an identification of certain papers 
and contracts as authentic in local 
film deals. 

Case will continue tomorrow 
(Wed.) on a similar basis of identi- | 


fication of tentative evidence by wit- 
hesses, 


Bear Hugs Par Pact 


Chicago, June 27. 
Gus Stevens and his wrestling 
bear have been signatured by Para- 
mount for a stint in ‘White Flame.’ 
Stevens and bear get a three-week 
contract, plus transportation and | 
keep for the three weeks, Job starts | 
July 1, 

















Moto Outo 





Hollywood, June 27, 

Mr. Moto is on the shelf at 
20th-Fox, a victim of the preva- 
lent anti-Japanese sentiment in 
the U.S. and England. 

Another reason given for the 
decline in the popularity of the 
Peter Lorre series is that the 
character of Moto could not be 
made entirely sympathetic, be- 
cause it would make him too 
much like Charlie Chan. 








N. Y. Indies Meet Today 


(Wed.) Prior to D. C. 
Huddle on July 18 


Independent Theatre Owners As- 
sociation of New York at its semi- 
monthly meeting in New York to- 
day (Wed.) will discuss the desir- 
ability of asking the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce to assign an of- 
ficial observer to the picture indus- 
try to watch the operation of the 
new trade practice code. A commit- 
tee of three, headed by president 
Harry Brandt, will be selected to 
confer with Harry L. Hopkins in 
Washington July 18. 

Theatre owners will also ask the 
Government for other assistance and 
cooperation on taxation and other 
matters affecting the small business 
man. The N. Y. labor situation will 
come up for discussion, particularly 
with regard to mandatory pay in- 
creases due Local 306 Operators un- 
der a 10-year pact signed two years 
ago. 

Arbitration committee consisting 
of two representatives from each 
faction have been trying to arrive 
at a satisfactory solution to booth 
costs for the past 10 days. Local 306 
last summer demanded a 48% in- 
crease with exhibitors clamoring in 
turn for a reduction. Since then 
306 demands have been considerably 
toned down and unofficially it is felt 
that if a 10% increase is granted 
retroactive to Sept. 1, 1938, it would 
be accepted by the union, 

With business as it is at the pres- 
ent time the indie theatre owners 
are still pressing for booth cost re- 





ductions. Settlement is expected 
somewhere between the two de- 
mands. 





M-G Moves to Settle 


Fears’ Process Suit 





Los Angeles, June 27. 

Metro is reported dickering with 
Ralph G. Fears for a private settle- 
ment of his breach-of-contract suit 
involving cash payment of $1,000,000 
or face the alternative of a new ac- 
tion for $2,700,000. Negotiations are 
the result of a Federal court deci- 
sion in favor of Fears. 

Two-year-old legal battle con- 
cerns use of a film developing and 
printing process owned by Fears and 
used by Metro. Fears claims he sold 
permission with the understanding 
that the process was to be used only 
on Metro’s own product. Later, he 
charged, he learned that the studio 
was doing processing work for other 
studios, Eliminating the question of 
damages, Federal court interpreted 
the contract in favor of Fears, 

Plaintiff's attorneys have been 
readying claim for $2,700,000, based 
on a levy of $300,000 per month for 
the nine months Metro is charged 
with using his process on outside 
jobs. Fears is a camera and film 
lab engineer, head of the Fearless 
Camera Co. 


Sequel to ‘Chips’ 
Hollywood, June 27. 

Metro is readying ‘Valedictory’ as 
an American version of ‘Goodbye, 
Mr. Chips.’ 

Lionel Barrymore is to head the! 
cast, which includes, to date, Mickey | 
Rooney, and Judy Garland. 
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EGAL COMEON 





HG UP WRONGEI 
KIN FOR LAWSUITS 


On 


Practice Puts Studios 


Guard but Snipers Lay In| 


Wait—No More Nuisance 
Payoffs—Settle 10G Suit 
For $35 


—_—-- 


HEROES ALL 





Hollywood, June 27 

Following the films, 
brethren in other tangents of the 
profession chase the ambulances, are 
a considerable and growing number 
of Coast attorneys. They haunt the 
p-eviews and premieres with an eye 
cocked for some possible inadvert- 
e..ce of the producers in dealing with 
actual living or historical personages 
on the screen. They hope to, and 
frequently do, persuade these drama- 
tized individuals or their relatives 
that they have been legally maligned, 
or that the privacy of the person has 
been invaded, even though that per- 
son may have lived a notorious life. 
Most of these cases are unfounded, 
unjustified from the public angle, 
iat unsuccessful for the plaintiff. 
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Chis Downtown Situation Points 


The Way to a Possible Revision 





Hot Ice 





Hollywood, June 27. 

First day’s work on Sol Les- 
ler’s ‘Everything’s On Ice’ was 
all wet. Freezing machinery 
went crazy with the heat. 

When 30 skaters reported for 
ice rink scenes, they found a 
swimming pool. 


,- 











'Frankiyn Warner’s 
Cosmocolor Stock; 
Using It on His Pix 


Fine Arts Pictures Corp. signed 





contracts Monday (26) with Cosmo- | 


color Corp. of N. Y. to produce a 
claimed 24 pictures with that process. 


Deal was closed by Franklyn War- | 


|ner of FA prior to his return to the 
Coast last night (Tues.). Boyd Hatch, 


| Waldo Hatch and David Blanken- | 


|horn handled the negotiations for 
| Cosmo. Recently completed Fine 


To Up Nabe 





E.:t the lure for the film-chasing at- | Arts picture, ‘Isle of Destiny,’ was | 


Pic Rental Income 





Chicago, June 27, 
Fading of the downtown theatres 
as the main source of picture amuse- 
ment and flicker revenue is bringing 
about a number of upheavals in the 
general makeup of _ distributor- 
exhibitor negotiations. 


Distributors are convinced that 
there must be a revision of their 
revenue standards to compensate for 
the huge amount of coin lost in the 
downtown runs, at the present time, 
due to the slump of the first-run 
grosses. While the downtown the- 
atres have dropped an estimated 40% 
of their former gross power, the 
nabes have upped their general take 
as much as 300% above previous 
gross levels. 

In Chicago alone, which serves as 
an indicator for the entire country, 
the exchanges estimated that they 
are getting as much as $20,000 under 
what they should on their top pic- 
tures, Formerly, a top picture 
brought in $40,000 and more from 


| the downtown run, while today the 


exchanges admit that there is no 
longer any such money to be had 














torney is that his fee is 50% of the| the first FA production to use this from the first run. 
recovery, in event he should be) color, Public is not coming downtown 
successful. And ther have been a| Warner owns some Cosmocolor! any more since they are getting the 


few lucrative and inciting prece-| stock and is negotiating for another | same pictures in fire deluxe nabe 


dents. 


This makes the dramatically at- | 


tractive biographical pictures some- 
what precarious production ventures. 
Many personages whose lives, ex- 
ploits and impact on their times 
would make strong and significant 
eutertainment, have been withheld 
from the screen for this reason, And 
producer precautions have been 
doubled in preparing screen plays on 
those important or historical indi- 
viduals who seem fairly safe for film 
treatment. 

The practic: now is to secure re- 
lezses from relatives and all other 
persons who might directly or re- 
rxotely be affected by the presenta- 
tion of the dramatis personnae, to the 
third and fourth generation. And it 
is amazing how sensitive remote rela- 
tives can suddenly become about the 
family ‘scutcheon af.er a few sugges- 
tive words about ‘damaged reputa- 
tion, family honor and the rich 
studios’ from film-chasing lawyers. 
It is usually one o. these 42nd cousins 
who has been overlookec when pic- 
ture companies attempt to round up 
in advance any possible objector to 
a biographical screen treatment. _ 

Can’t Do That to Me 

The fact that the majority of the 

. .. subject’s relatives may grant the 
picture producer proper and rea- 
sonable immunity in his dramatic 
presentation, usually after inspection 
of the script and sometimes even 
after private preview of the fin- 
ished picture, hasn’t always deterred 
some other offshoot of we family 
from announcing himself libeled by 
the film portrait of a kinsman. To be 
assuaged for this alleged defamation, 
usually brought to his attention by 
an attorney who will be only too 
glad to share in the 2ppeasment, the 
offended litigant may demand any- 
where from $25,000 to $1,000,000. 
. There are, of course, som~ instances 
where films have overstepped the 
bounds of dramatic and _ historic 
privilege and have so distorted a 
c_ntra: personage as to court leziti- 
mate, protective legal reaction. The 
majority of attorneys representing 
clients involved 1. motion picture 
litigations are not legal provocateurs 
promoting percentag? cases, ethical 
though these latter may b regarded 
b their profession and the public. 

The effect of the increasing num- 
ber of alleged defamation 


| block of stock, which will give him! houses at lower prices, and with the 

| altogether 40,000 shares of approxi-/ twin bill policy in force today, they 

rately 300,000. |are really getting a flicker bargain 
Fine Arts’ producing commitment | in the neighborhood spots. 

Pe ° , } 

| with Grand National Pictures re-| Must Make It Up in Nabes 

| mains as is, but may be materially | ie : 

| affected by what happens ir the next| 7° the distribs this means that 

two months regarding new proposed they must look to the nabe houses to 





Suits | 


financing. Warner had no comment 
to make in connection with the post- 
poned meeting of Educa‘ional and 
Grand National stockholders sched- 
uled for tomorrow (Thurs.) nor 
would he venture any prediction on 
whether stockholders wil! ratify the 
Felt & Co. proposal to furnish up- 
ward of $750,000 in new money. 
Warner expects to put his next 
Fine Azts picture, ‘Act Your Age,’ 
before the cameras on Friday (30). 


Educational-GN Meet 
Set for Thurs. (29) 


Meeting of Educational and Grand 
National Pictures stockholders 
scheduled for last Thursday (22) 
had to be postponed for !ack of a quo- 
rum. Management presented prox- 
ies for approximately 29,000 shares 
of stock, while only 500 shares were 
represented in person. 





of 89,730 total shares outstanding. 

Next stockholder call is for to- 
morrow (Thursday). Principal busi- 
ness will be ratification of refinan- 
cing and reorganization of the cor- 
porate setup. Felt & Co, Wall 
Street underwriters, which is pro- 
posing to furnish close to $950,000 in 
new money, has established an of- 
fice at Educational headquarters and 
is checking closely into affairs of the 
two companies, A number of other 
Wall Street houses, it is understood, 
have agreed to share in the under- 
writing with Felt & Co. 


Ford Draws ‘Grapes’ 





| make up for the loss of the first run 
| revenues. In the past the nabes have 
| been paying from 15% to 25% for 
| their flickers, with the distributors 
| now insistent that this must be in- 
| creased to 35% or 40% to make up 
| for the first run losses. 
| Distributors see in this campaign 
percentage in the nabes a major 
likely factor that may lead to the 
|elimination of double features from 
the neighborhoods, Should the out- 
lying houses have to cough up 35% 
or 40% of their gross on a flicker, 
they are not likely to build book 
another picture, but will rely on the 
percentage film to carry itself. 
Exhibitors have been doing some 
figuring on their own, and accord- 
ing to their arithmetic they wouldn't 
be spending as much for a show on 
a percentage basis than they do at 
present for two features, Distribs 





Total shares | 
necessary for a quorum was 44,866 | 


Grey and Berke Swap 








Hollywood, June 27. 





at 20th-Fox. 
| Producer is Nunnally Johnson. 





Movita’s Double Lingoer 
Hollywood, June 27. 


John Ford gets the directorial job | 
|on “Grapes of Wrath,’ John Stein- | 
| beck’s story of California farm labor, | 


Monogram is shooting its Movita | 


and exhibs both see in the situation 
a possible solution to the dualing 
problem, 





Mustang Productions 


Hollywood, June 27. 

‘Raiders of the Wastelands,’ last 
of this year’s Mesquiteers at Re- 
public, rolled yesterday (Mon.), to 
be followed by a shakeup in the 
production staff. 

Harry Grey takes over William 
Berke’s chore as producer of Mes- 
quiteers for 1939-40, while Berke 
steps into Grey’s old job as pro- 
ducer of Gene Autry’s musical 
westerns. John Wayne and Ray 





| Corrigan step out of the Mesquiteers, 


to be replaced by Robert Living- 
stone and Duncan Renaldo. 


Odlum in the Middie 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Warners and Paramount are put- 
ting on a loud vocal battle over ‘Si- 








brought against picture companies in| starrer, ‘The Girl from Rio,’ as a lence Has No Sound,” each claiming 


connection with k‘ographical 
documentary films, however, 
been to distort the historic film pro- 


or 


tagonists the other way—to parade | 





them, protectively, as unqualified terday (Mon.). Lambert Hillyer di- | 


| double-header in English and Span- 


| can countries. 


E. B. Derr production rolled yes- | 


it has a prior commitment on the 


has | ish to build up sales in Latin Ameri- | author, Jerome Odlum. 


Par declares it bought an option 
on Odlum’s next yarn and Warners 
insists he owes a third story on his 


heroes and heroines, men and women’ recting and Alberto Sergio imporied | contract. The other two were ‘Each 
who could do no wrong, make no from Mexico to handle Spanish or- | Dawn I Die’ and ‘Dust Be My Des- 


(Continued on page 16) | 


chestrations and songs, 


tiny.’ 
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RKO’s $23,000,000 or More Is Highest 
Production Budget; Schaefer Stresses 


Need for Increased ‘39-40 Rentals 








By ROY CHARTIER 

Exhibitors will begin to learn this 
week, as RKO salesmen begin to dis- 
cuss product deals for 1939-40, that, 
they will have to pay more for RKO 
product than ever before in the his- 
tory of the company. They will also 
be told, under instructions to the en- 
tire selling force, that RKO is giving 
them the largest and costliest pro- 
gram it has ever attempted. 

The demand for higher rentals is 
based, all salesmen have been pri- 
vately informed, on not only an en- 
larged program for 1939-40 but on 
one which calls for a budget that 
will run at least $23,000,000 and pos- 
sibly to a high of $25,000,000. This 
compares with a production outlay 
for this season (1938-39) that will 
run close to $18,000,000—or there- 
abouts when all the pictures remain- 
ing for release this season are in. 

Against a budget that tops $20,- 
000.000 for RKO for the first time, 
with several pictures on the pro- 
gram that may run to $2,000,000 each 
or close, the company is laying down 
a sales policy which asks for a 22% 
increase in sales for 39-40. 

Under the new policy to govern 
George J. Schaefer’s first year at 
the helm of the company, RKO will 
sell the product in six brackets. A 
minimum of two pictures will be 
sold at 40 or 50% in the highest 
bracket. There will be six at 35%, 
six at 30%, six at 25%, six at 
20% and the balance on a flat basis 
or for move-up into one of the per- 
centage brackets in the event that 
they are felt to deserve that on test- 
ing or otherwise. The six westerns 
promised will all be sold flat. 

The percentage groups and the 
deals to be made will be flexible and 
dependent on the pictures them- 
selves as well as the territories. Of 
the 26 pictures in the five percentage 
brackets, Schaefer is said to have 
guaranted that a minimum of 22 
will be definitely delivered and 
probably the whole 26. The 
RKO president, taking over during 
the past year, also gives his as- 
surance, it is reported in sales cir- 
cles, that not one picture will be 
delivered in the various brackets un- 
less they are worthy of the alloca- 
tion and after test engagements. 

The Top Cost Films 

The two top rental-getters, prior 
to completion of the productions, are 
expected to come from among the 
following: Walt Disney’s ‘Pinnochio,’ 
which it is estimated by Roy Disney 
may run to $2,000,000 in negative 
cost when finished; March of Time’s 
‘Ramparts We Watch’; ‘Hunchback 
of Notre Dame,’ another high- 
coster with Charles Laughton; the 
two Max Gordon-Harry M. Goetz 
pictures based on the Broadway 
shows, ‘American Way’ and ‘Abe 
Lincoln in Illinois’; and ‘Ivanhoe,’ on 
which no producer has been as- 
signed but which will be one of the 
biggies of the new high-budget sea- 
son. 

It is possible that a couple of 
these pictures may be sold separately 
as specials at 50% or more, if justi- 
fying. ‘Snow White’ last year 
brought rentals as high as 60%, yet 
that picture was brought in at a 
figure that will be less than the 
cost of ‘Pinnochio.’ Disney promises 
his second full-length cartoon will 
be ready by this coming Christmas. 
Ralph Rolan, for March of Time, 
states that ‘Ramparts’ should be 
ready by June, 1940. 

In asking an increase in rentals 
of a reported 22% over last year 
when RKO is claimed to have sold 
87% of its possibilities, Schaefer is 
also urging that more business be 
obtained from smatler houses, no- 
tably neighborhoods. The RKO 
president predicates this on figures 
which would show that more people 
are now going to neighborhood 
theatres due to changing conditions, 
greater convenience, traffic prob- 
lems, ete. He also stressed a de- 
mand for a wider market in foreign 
lands, asking for an increase up to 


a possible 70% over what is now! 


being obtained. 

Talking to the RKO sales force at 
closed convention sessions, in what 
they later referred to as ‘down-to- 
earth film talk,’ Schaefer made a 
marked impression on men he was 
facing for the first time and urged, 
in outlining RKO's policy, that it 
typify a sense of the greatest fair- 

(Continued on page 54) 


Halligan’s Literary 
Dilenma—No ‘Grapes’ 





Chicago, June 25. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Well, old pals, all joking to one 
side, I’ve turned over a new ieaf, 
etc., all because an acrobat with a 
book complex has loaned me—which 
is like a gift—a new book called 
‘Grapes of Wrath.’ Although I 
searched high and low, there’s no 
mention of grapes in it. It’s all 
about a fellah that broke out of the 
jug in Oklahoma and he and his 
tribe gets on a broken-down Model- 
T and start for the hopfields of Cali- 
fornia. There are more gags about 
how to make a jalopy get places 
without gas or money than one of 
them tramp tours on the briny deep. 
They get to a spot in Arizona and 
the language would make Ernest 
Hemingway read like a female im- 








personator. The acrobat marked all 
| the places where there are words not 
fit to print, but what’s romantic 
|about carburetors and people who 
|have nothing but grief, say I. But 
|it will be grand in the pictures, so 
| wait for the master touch, 


| There is a gal here who wants to 
| borrow same but I don’t know her 
well enough, so I'm in a quandary 
|}as to what to do. 

There is a change of pace this 
week with Faysie and Eddie Garr 

(did you see Garr in ‘Tobacco 
|Road?’)—Ha! Ha! The hot spots, 
| which are going wide open, are crazy 
for new talent, and money is no ob- 
ject. The Chez Paree is closing be- 
cause the lid is on due to a fellah 
named Murphy from the Philippines 
who is the mouthpiece for Mr. 
Whiskers and is taking dead aim on 
account of taxes, etc. The State- 
Lake has a variety show and Charley 
Kemper and little George Hoggerty 
are on the day and night shift. They 
have been in the pits twice but still 
far ahead of the pack and they are 
getting out next Friday for the first 
time, as the theatre is air-condi- 
tioned and by the time they take 
off the Stein’s No. 9 it’s time to go 
back and put it on again.- Well, 
they told me a great story about 
show business so here goes an origi- 
nal version of same. 

It’s about a kid of 18 and he walks 
up to young Ringling and he says, 
‘Mr. Ringling, I’ve got a great idea 
for an attraction for your tent show 
and for $100 a day I will jump off 
the highest flagpole into a tub of 
sawdust, and the higher the better.’ 
So Ringling says to the kid, ‘That’s 
a great idea, but I will have to see 
same first.’ So the kid gets set and 
goes up the flagpele and dives into 
the barrel of sawdust. The staves 
break and the sawdust spurts all 
over the place, but the kid jumps 
up and bows, and Ringling says, 
‘Boy, that’s a knockout. You go to 
work tomorrow.’ 

But the kid shakes his head. Ring- 
ling is a cagey showman, so he says, 
‘All right, I will give you $200,’ but 
the kid shakes his head. ‘$300,’ says 
Ringling, but the kid is adamant. 
‘Five hundred,’ says Ringling, and 
the kid still says no. 

‘What’s the matter,’ says Ringling, 
who is now seething. ‘All you asked 
for was a hundred and you came to 
me with the proposition. Now I 
offer you 500 for one bounce a day 
and you refuse. What is the matter? 

‘Well, said the kid, ‘if you must 
know, that’s the first time I ever 
did the stunt—and I don’t like it.’ 

If you know of a nice old lady 
with plenty of folding money that 
has a chateau at Saratoga and wants 
someone to water the grass during 
the August hot spell contact me 
personally but don’t tell an agent, 
as I'm taking no chances. 

Bill Halligan. 


‘Melody’ Tung Up 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Fred Astaire and Eleanor Powell 
| co-star in Metro’s ‘Broadway Mel- 
|ody of 1940,’ due to roll late next 
month with Jack Cummings produc- 
| ing and Robert Benchley in a prin- 
| cipal comedy role. Artie Shaw band 
also set. 

| Picture is Astaire’s first under his 
new Metro pact. 
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FILM NAGS GET A BREAK 


Humane Seciety Confers With Coast 
Hays Office te Curb Roughness 





Hollywood, June 27. 

Old Dobbin and other four-legged 
film players are due for better 
working conditions, take it from 
Eric Hansen, general manager of the 
American Motion Picture Humane 
Society, here from New York to con- 
fer with the Hays office on harsh 
treatment of animals. Hanson advo- 
cates a rule, current in most Euro- 
pean countries, requiring the pres- 
ence of a humane officer during the 
making of all animal sequences. 

Movement is the result of rough 
usage of horses in several recent 
pictures, particularly ‘Jesse James,’ 
in which one was killed and another 
injured leaping off a cliff into a 
river, Other films drawing protests 
were ‘Stage Coach,’ ‘Oklahoma Kid,’ 
‘Gunga Din’ and ‘Charge of the 
Light Brigade.’ There are 10,000 ani- 
mals, chiefly horses, engaged in pic- 
tures, 


CENTRAL GOV'T 
FILM SERVICE 
LOOKS COLD 


Washington, June 27. 

Central Federal studio-exchange, 
an offshoot of the new Federal Se- 
curity Agency, is problematical. 
Dislike for the idea, which repre- 
sents an outlay of slightly over 
$300,000, was voiced last week by 
the House, which put the matter up 
to the Senate. 

Death sentence for the U. S. Film 
Service, created last fall as an ap- 
pendage to the fading National 
Emergency Council, was passed by 
the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee. Next year’s relief bill, which 
carries money for such activities, 
significantly had no provision for 
paying workers who turned out ‘The 
Plow’ and ‘The River’ and who have 
an ambitious production schedule. 
Bill went through the House as re- 
ported, with no move made during 
debate to appropriate the $335,840 
asked by President Roosevelt, 

Bipartisan animosity toward any- 
thing which might result in more 
celluloid propaganda was shown in 
the record of Appropriations Com- 
mittee hearings, which prefaced ac- 
ticn on the bill. Lawmakers of both 
Republican and Democratic faiths 
felt the chances of any over-all sav- 
ings were remote. Poor presenta- 
tion of reasons why the money 
should be allowed apparently had 
a strong influence on the committee. 

Though members indicated they 
think the idea of centralizing film 
work is logical, several committee- 
men looked askance at some of the 
prospective new reels. Shied away 
from several subjects. When quizzed 
about compelling the far-flung Gov- 
ernment bodies to commission the 
U. S. Film Service to make their 
pix, Lowell Mellett, head of the 
N.E.C., had to admit he could only 
hope for ‘cooperation.’ Nothing in 
the law that would require such 
outfits as Agriculture, Interior and 
Commerce to even consult U.S.FS. 
until the work has been done. 

Order for $10,595 worth of mo- 
tion picture developing and printing 
given Producers Laboratories, Inc., 
New York, last week by the Treas- 
ury Department purchasing division 
on behalf of the navy. Previous week 
the navy placed large order for 
projection apparatus to equip new 
warcraft with RCA Manufacturing 
Co., Camden, N. J. 


Par Scribes on Move 


Hollywood, June 27, 

Paramount added four scripters to 
its roster while six others checked 
off the lot. Newcomers were Lewis 
Foster, Zion Meyers, Irene Kuhn and 
Frank Partos, ; 

Winding up their assignments 
were Lenore Coffee, Courtland Fitz- 
simmons, Lillie Hayward, Louis S. 
Kaye, Julien Josephson and Allan 














_ Rivkin. 





Par’s Cafe Torch 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Ellen Drew co-stars with Lloyd 
Nolan in Paramount’s ‘The Broken 
Heart Cafe’ as a result of her work 
in ‘French Without Tears,’ recently 
filmed in England. 





Robert Florey is slated to direct. 
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Concern Over Neely Stall 





Washington, June 27. 


Neely anti-block booking bill apparently is caught in a legislative 


jam in Washington. 


Latest indication is that other measures pend. 


ing in Congress probably will prevent it from coming up for vote 


for a week or 10 days. 


Opponents of the Neely measure are not so certain that this is an 
advantage, because they know what happened in the past when action 
had to be hurried on certain legislation, Feeling ig that this legislative 
jam may be a handicap, because it might result in the bill being 
snapped through without much debate, 








RKO Convention Chatter 


Max Gordon and Harry Goetz ad- 
dressed the sales laddies at one of 
the convention sessions at the West- 
chester Country Club, in Rye, N. Y. 

Walt Disney outfit gave away sou- 
venirs during the meet, and R. V. 
Anderson reported not one of the 
many toys, etc., in the big collec- 
tion on display was picked up with- 
out an invite. 

Jack Ellis, star N. Y. salesman, 
who composes music on the sidelines, 


wrote a number for the convensh | 


to the tune of ‘F. D. R. Jones.’ 

New York and Boston exchanges 
had largest delegations on hand, 
eight apiece, while Philadelphia and 
Minneapolis groups were rvunners- 
up with seven from each. 


Mike Shulman, of the Philly office, | 


who confesses he was formerly an 
actor, insisted on staying through 
two shows of the Amazons at the 
World’s Fair. 

Eddie McEvoy and Cress Smith, 
friendly-feuding division managers, 
have called it all off. 

Charles Laughton, 


hatless, going 


around with his hair flying in all di- | 


rections, scaring timid little film | 
salesmen. 
George Schaefer, Jules Levy, 


Ralph Rolan, Laughton, among those 
closing up the Fair on the convensh 
blowoff. 

Charles Boasberg, Buffalo branch 
manager, only man known to have 
slept through part of the Aquacade 
show. 

Some of the boys tried that para- 
chute drop at Whalen’s expo and 
went home sick. 

District Manager Nat Levy, a big 
guy, squeezing little Izzy Rappaport, 
Baltimore exhib, in a small seat on 
what looked like a cinch deal. 

Malcolm Kingsberg figuratively 
kayoed after a couple of those na- 
tive Roumanian cocktails. 

Ely Epstein, Philly salesman, due 
back in N. Y. shortly. 

Walter Branson, Chicago district 
manager, a ribber who can get Mc- 
Evoy’s goat, when Cress Smith can't. 

C. J. Dressel, manager of the 
Omaha branch, and Ralph Olson, one 
of his salesmen, checking Harlem. 

Harry Cohen, Pacific district chief, 
going after some of that Fox-West 
Coast time following WB break. 

Boys reported Al Mertz, former 
shorts sales manager for RKO, now 
in the Texas territory on another 
connection. 

Bob Wolff, N. Y. branch manager, 
refused to tell what his golf score 
was at the Netco tournament a 
couple weeks ago, but Frank Drumm 
of his office has heard rumors. 

At $8.25 a Copy 

Aage A. Schubart, chief of ex- 
change operations, and Mike Poller, 
head of the contract department, 
had the job of fighting the boys 
who tried to crash the dinner Thurs- 
day night (22) at the Fair’s F-ench 
Pavilion ‘ restaurant. 

Louis Schine among only a few 
outsiders invited to RKO'’s Fair 
shindig. 

Herb McIntyre, New England dis- 
trict manager, formerly in 
southwest, is glad to be back with 
old relatives around Boston. Ross 
Cropper, mgr. of the Boston ex- 
change, and Mel Ames, sales-getter, 


were among those in with McIntyre. | 


Joe Smith, one of RKO’s student 
Salesman, was formerly a bond 
salesman in N. Y. He finds films 
easier. 


Golf prowess of Bernie Kranze, | 


Albany branch head, has improved. 

H. B. Miller of the Montreal of- 
fice, can chatter French as well as 
he can English, because, he says, 
you've got to be able to do that, too, 
up his way with the exhibs. 

One of the RKO rules is that no 
salesman driving through the Po- 
cono mountains in Pennsy at night 
shall go faster than 30 miles an hour 
because he may hit a deer. 

Horace Wright, selling out of the 
Atlanta office, to which he was 
moved two months ago, goes in for 
target practice on the side. He's a 
top-bracketer with a rifle. 





H. M. Richey, chief of exhibitor 


the | 


connec 


; relations for RKO, is ready to de. 
clare a convention with himself af. 
ter Allied in Mpls. and RKO’s con. 
clave right on top of it. 

Roy Disney, talking big neg costs, 
is, however, almost as shy as his 
brother, Walt. 

Howard Benedict back to 
Coast this week. 

Major Leslie E. Thompson in tip- 
top shape now after a tough winter, 
| and looks it. 

Only exchanges having one rep 
at convensh were St. John, with 
Ernest A. Whelpley, and Vancouver, 
| whose William S, Jones was on 
hand. 

Boys all stormed the peep shows 

| at the Fair. 
One of the salesmen nearly sold 
| Grover Whalen a contract for °39- 
|40 when he started mingling with 
_ the deal-getters. 


the 








SOUND LIKE THEY AINT 


Basses Tweet, Tenors Grunt with 
Seund Track Manipulation 








Hollywood, June 27. 

That old fiction about the canary 

singing basso profundo is an accom- 

| plished fact. One of these days you 
| may hear Andy Devine yodeling an 
| aria and Shirley Temple busting out 
with a robust baritone on the road 
to Mandalay. 

You can make up voices on the 
sound track with less effort than you 
can make up faces on the screen, 
take it from Homer Dudley, a scien- 
tist from the Bell Telephone labo- 
ratories, who can turn an infant's 
milking song into a _ barbershop 
chord by a simple jolt of electric 
juice. Dudley demonstrated the idea 
; before a jury of sound engineers at 
| the ERPI laboratory. 

The engineers heard normal youth- 
ful voices made over into 70-year-old 
trebles, and old wheezes turned sud- 
dently from asthma to romantic 
crooning. Shrill sopranos were 
smoothed into boudoir notes like a 
shot of oil on a rusty hinge. 

Scientists are still working on the 
machine in the hope of changing dia- 
lects. If they succeed, you won't be 
able to tell whether the blonde is a 
refugee from Vienna or Brooklyn. 


WB, Col, S.E.C. Deals 


Washington, June 27. 

Only two transactions by film 
company insiders showed up last 
week in the semi-monthly report of 
ground floor operations reported to 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, 

Resume showed S. P. Friedman, of 
New York, swapped $41,000 worth 
of optional 6% debentures for new 
bonds of Warner Bros., while Abra- 
ham Schneider of New York picked 
up 100 Columbia Pictures voting 
| trust certificates, giving him 204 of 
the tickets. 
The S.E.C. also revealed that Ken- 
/neth M. Young of New York re- 
cently added to the Pathe board, 
holds 1,300 shares of the firm’s com- 
| mon. 


Initialed in England 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Ann Sothern’s first job under her 
new deal with Metro will be in 
England, as femme lead opposite 
Robert Montgomery in ‘Busmans 
Honeymoon.’ 

She leaves for London next week 
with Victor Saville, who will pro- 
duce. 

















Three for Hempstead 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Three pictures are assigned to 
David Hempstead in his new asso- 
ciate producer berth under Sol M. 
Wurtzel at 20th-Fox. 





Films are one starring Jane With- 
ers, one Charlie Chan and one stil! 
to be decided. 
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Happiness’ Spitalny Combo Best 


In Chi at $30,000; Palace’s Finale 
Weak $12,000, Smart Girls,” OK 146 


Chicago, June 27, 
This is the final week for the RKO 
Palace which puts up the shutters 
on Thursday (29) and figures to Stay 
darkened until late in August. This 


will make it two top first-run houses | US*0mers to the 
which have called a moratorium for | Fair 
the hot spell, the other house being | nothing to brag 
considered the| 


the United Artists, 
ace run snot of the town. 

This cuts down the first run houses 
in the loop to three, Chicago, Roose- 
velt and Apollo. Oriental and State- 
Lake are subsequent run vaudfilmers 
while the Garrick is usually con- 
signed to holdover flickers, eo 

Metro spent a heap of coin in 
putting up an advance bally for ‘Mr. 
Chips’ which got away in the Apollo 
on Saturday (24). Indications are 
that the money was well spent, be- 
cause trade is very encouraging with 
plenty of carriage play for the Eng- 
fish flicker. ; 

In the vaudfilm spots the Chicago 
is the outstanding arena currently, 
with a big double of the Phil Spit- 
alny all-girl orchestra on the stage 
plus ‘Invitation to Happiness’ on the 
Screen. Spitalny -orchestra moves 
onto the stage after four smash ses- 
sions in the Gold Coast of the swank 
Drake Hotel, and his pop appearance 
here figures for plenty. 

‘Juarez’ goes into its fourth week 
in the loop and is holding to a 
strong pace. Has been remarkably 
steady in its power and may stay 
additional time in the downtown sec- 
tor. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1.200; 35-55-65-75) 
Chips’ (M-G). Opened on Satur- 
day (24) and on strong advance 
buildup got away to big start. In- 
dicates terrific b.o. happiness at $14.- 
000 for initial gallop. Last week 
‘Lincoln’ (20th) finished a two- 
weeker to okav $4,200. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75 )— 
*Happiness’ (Par) and Phil Spitalny 
orchestra on stage. All-girl orches- 
tra bringing in plenty of the theatre 
coin currently, and combination 
looks for fine $30.000 currently. Last 
Week ‘Only Angels’ (Col) slumped 
somewhat after good start to wind 
up with okav $30,000. , 

Garrick (B&-K) (900: 35-55-65-75) 
-— ‘Juarez’ (WB). Fourth loop session, 
sustaining excellent pace at $4,500 
after surprisingly strong $6,400 last 


week. 

Oriental (Jones) (3,200; 25-40)— 
‘Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Baskervilles’ 
(20th) and vaude. Combination is 
coming through with excellent gross 
currently on fine flicker double. Un 
to highly pleasing $14,000. Last week 
‘Sudden Money’ (Par) and ‘Kid 
zrom Texas’ (M-G) settled to so-so 


Palace (RKO) (2,500: 35-55-65-75) 
—Sun Never Sets’ (U) and vaude. 
Frank Fay headlining, ast week 
for house’ which shutters until late 
in summer. Finale is no pacifier, 
dipping to discovracing $12,000. Last 
week ‘Ex-Champ’ (U) not much bet- 
ter at $13,300. 

Roosevelt (R&-K) (1.500; 35-55-65- 

\—‘Ange!s Wings’ (Col). Moved 
here from Chicago and looks for fair 
£nouch $8.000 for loop h.o. Last week 

ant. Fury’ (UA) took $8.400. oke. 
¥ State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 25-40)— 
Winner Take All’ (20th) and vaude. 
Going satisfactory $12,000 currentlv. 

ast week ‘Blind Allev’ (Col) 
stumbled somewhat at $10,000. 


BUFFALO STILL SLIDES; 
‘NAUGHTY’ BADDIE 106 


: Buffalo, June 27. 
Business mostly is sliding further. 
Outlook continues to be blue with 
not much immediate prospect of 
better offerings or receipts, 
Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 








‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB). Bad $10.- 
0 seen. Last week, ‘Invitation’ 


(Par) about the only hopeful spot 
in town but still under at $13,000. 
aw century (Shea) (3,000; 25-35) — 
6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) and ‘Panama 
Lady (RKO), dual. Indicates poor 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Mutiny on 
Ounty’ (M-G) (reissue) and ‘Secret 
Service of Air’ (WB) ordinary $4,400, 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘On Trial’ 
(WB). dual. Should g0 below aver- 
ase $6,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ 


-G) and ‘Chan in Reno’ 
dual, slipped from 
mediocre $6,600. 


Hipp (Shea) 


(20th), 
800d early biz to 


7 (2,100; 25-35)—'Man 
Godfrey’ (U) (reissue) and ‘Old 
ark House’ (U), dual. Slow $4.500. 
ast week. ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Man 
ho Dared’ (WB) fair $4,800. 
Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 25-35) 
Re un Never Sets’ (U) and’ ‘White 
Som’ (U), dual... About par $6,000. 
ast week, “Missing Daughters’ (Col) 


tai 














— 





[Toronto Clipped by Heat: 
‘Fury’~Bridal’ Nice 81,G 


Toronto, June 27. 
wave shunting the 
Outdoor amuse- 
; ments with resultant clip on theatres. 

the deluxers but 
about elsewhere. 
This Week 


Current heat 


returns at 


Estimates for 


_ Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 
| 90)—‘Cisco Kid’ (20th) and ‘Gorilla’ 
(20th), dual. Satisfactory $6,500. 


Last week, ‘Invitation’ 
enough $6,800. 

Loew’s (Loew) ((2,611: 
‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and ‘Bridal Suite’ 
(M-G), dual. Building nicely and 
should go to $8,500. Last week, 
‘Lucky Night’ (M-G) nice $8,600. 

Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40) — 
‘East Side Heaven’ (U) and ‘House 
of Fear’ (U), dual. Fair $3.200. Last 
week, ‘Dark Victory’ (WB), good 
$3,600. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2.761: 25-35-50) 
—‘Lincoln’ (20th). Good  $6.500. 
Last week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) nice 
$7,200. 


Tarzan’ Dual 
Strong $12,000 
In Slowish K. C. 


Kansas City, June 27. 
Of four new releases currently, 
three are ‘B’ films. ‘Tarzan’ at the 
Midland is tops with slackened op- 
position. 
The Newman having a good hold- 
over week of ‘Invitation’. 


Estimates for This Week 


Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 10- 
25-40)—Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 
(2d run). Out of the first-run class, 
Policy tried here occasionally before 
and satisfactory with some of better 
films. Not up to first-run figures, 
but good at $2,800. Last week, ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U) in day-and-date 
with Uptown fair at $2.800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) 
—Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col), dual. Only out- 
Standing release on film row and 
drawing both kids and adults. Looks 
for solid $12,000. Last week ‘Capt. 
Fury’ (UA) and ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) 
dual, found it slow going with $8,800, 

Newman (Paramount) (900; 10- 
25-40 )—‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d week). 
Nice $6,000. Big $10,000 in first week, 

Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Chan in Reno’ (20th) and 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th), dual. Contrast 
to usual policy of single bills. Slow 
$2,700. Last week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ 


(Par), good 


25-35-50 )— 

















at the Esquire. Average $3,000. 


Other Lures Belt Omaha: 
‘Mikado’ Dandy $5,500 


Omaha, June 27. 
Biz back to the summer grind 
after a slight swing upward. Most 
of the <cnmpetish is from softball, 
held nightly and a weekly commun- 
ity sing on Sunday nights drawing 

















about 10,000. 

‘Mikado’ at the Brandeis getting 
the week’s biz. ‘Lincoln’ doing all 
right at the Orpheum but local an- 
gle on Henry Fonda, Omaha lad, 
fails to click much. 

Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (800-950-600: 10-25)—‘3 Smart 
Girls’ (U) and ‘Nazi Spy’ (WB), 
dual, split with ‘Wuthering Heizchts’ 
(UA) and ‘Drummond Secret Po- 
lice’ (Par), dual. Headed for fair 





























fd ‘Mutiny of Elsinore’ (U), dual, 
© $6,000. 


$1.600. Last week, ‘Dark Victory’ | 
(WB) and ‘Stasecoach’ (UA). dual, 


(U) (2d run) fare a bit better than . 


ee 








|coln’ (20th) 
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First Runs on Broadway 
Week of June 29 
(Subject to Change) 
Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr, 
(M-G) (7th wk.). 


Capitol—'Stronger Than De- 
sire’ (M-G). 


Chips’ 








(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Criterion—‘Grand Jury Se- 
crets’ (Par) (28). 

Globe—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB), 
(1). 


Fair Influx Spurts ‘Good Girls 
To 846, Daughters’-Sammy Kaye 


Big at $45,000; Broadway Spotty 














Music Hali—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO), 

Param ount—Man 
Town’ (Par) (28) 
(Reviewed in VaRIETY, June 14) 

Rivoli—‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (3d 


About 


wk.). 
Rialto—‘Girl and Gambler’ 
(RKO) (27). 


Roxy—'Second Fiddle’ (20th) 
(30). 

Strand—‘Daughters 
ous’ (WB) (2d wk.). 

Week of July 6 

Astor—‘Goodbye, Mr. 
(M-G) (8th wk.). 

Capitel—‘On Borrowed Time’ 
(M-G). 

Criterion — ‘Mickey the Kid’ 
(Rep). (5). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Globe—‘Hell’s Kitchen’ (WB) 
(2d wk.). 

Music Hall—‘Bachelor Mother’ 
(RKO) (2d wk.). 

Paramount—‘Man About Town’ 
(Par) (2d wk.) 

Rialto — ‘Five 
(RKO) (4), 
(Reviewed in VaRIETY, June 21) 

Roxy—‘Second Fiddle’ (20th) 
(2d wk.). 

Strand—‘Daughters 
ous’ (WB) (3d wk.). 


Courage- 


Chips’ 


Came _ Back’ 


Courage- 














week, ‘Washington Square’ (20th) 
and ‘Secret Service of Air’ (WB), 
dual, cooled rapidly for $9,000, nice, 
however. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250: 10-20-25) 
—Racketeers of Range’ (RKO), ‘Mr. 


Wong’ (Mon.), and ‘3 Smart Girls’ 
(U), triple, split with ‘Nazi Spy’ 
(WB), ‘Topper Takes Trip’ (UA) 


and ‘Wife, Husband, Friend’ (20th), 
triple, headed for $1,700, good. Last 
week, ‘Street Missing Men’ (Rep), 
‘Action Slander’ (UA), and ‘Stage- 
coach’ (UA), trinle, split with ‘Ro- 
mance Redwoods’ (Col), ‘Dark Vic- 
tory,’ (WB) and ‘Gaiety Girls’ (UA), 
triple. Strong ending for $1,800, 
dandy. 





Kokomo’ Outpoints 
Offish Cincy, $9,000; 
‘Naughty’ Nice at 66 


Cincinnati, June 27. 

Only three fresh releases this 
week, and main-stem biz has sluffed 
to summer level. Best mark cur- 
rently by ‘Kokomo,’ yet it’s only fair 
for the biggie Albee. Keith's 
has a better-than-average tugger in 
‘Naughty but Nice.’ ‘Sun Never Sets 
is doing fairly well for the Lyric. 
Palace, with one of its rare hold- 
overs, is doing brisk second-week 
trade with ‘Chips.’ : 

RKO Grand is in its third and last 














week in its old quarters. House will 
be rebuilt and modernized for re- 
openin’ about mid-February. With 
the RKO Shubert idle urtil Sept. 1, 
when it revives vaudfilms, there will 


through the summer, Cincy’s small- 
est number in years. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300: 35-42 —Ko- | 
komo’ (WB). Fair $9,000. Last week | 
‘Lincoln’ (20th), slow $8,000. y | 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000: 35-42)~— 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run) (2d week). 
Okay $3,500 following nice $4,500 last 
week, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— | 
‘Rookie Con’ (RKO), ‘Mutiny of El- 
sinore’ (Indie), ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th). | 
singles. Fair $1,800. Last week ‘Kid 
from Texas’ (M-G), ‘Within Law’ 
(M-G), ‘Sweepstakes Winner’ (WB), 











| singles, mild $1,700. 


Grand (RKO) (1,140; 25-40)—‘Lin- 
(2d run). Limp $2.000. 


split with ‘Wife. Husband, Friend’ | Last week ‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) 


(20th) and ‘Topper Takes Trip’ 
‘UA), dual. Weak ending for $1.,- 
900, nice. 


Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250: 10- 
25-35-40 )—‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Miss- 
ing Daughters’ (Col), dual. Aiming 
at $5,500, swell. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), dual. 
Strong finish for $5,100, very good. 


Omaha (Blank) (2,000: 10-25-49 )— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Winner Toke 
All’ (20th), dual. Lots of kid biz 
for $7.500. all right. Last week, 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Chasing Dan- 
ger’ (20th), dual, good for $8,000, 
nice, 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000: 10-25-40) 
—Lincoln’ (20th) and ‘King of 
Chinatown’ (Par), dual. Fonda 








hometown angle helping only slight- 
ly to $9,000, dandy regardless. Last | 


(3d run). good $3,000. 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)~— 
‘Naughty but Nice’ (WB). Breezy 


$6,000. Last week ‘Clouds Over Eu- 
rope’ (Col) dismal $3,000. 
Lyric (RKO) (1.400: 35-42:—‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U), Fairly good $2.200. 
Same last week on ‘Ex-Champ’ (U). | 
Palace (RKO) (2600; 35-42)— 
‘Chips’ (M-G) (2d wk). All right 
$7,000. Last week big $14.000. 


Back in the Saddle 


Roy Rogers returns Friday (30) 
from a five-week personal tour to 
start work on three Westerns. 

First is ‘In Old Chevenne’ fol- 
lowed by ‘Song of the Sunset’ and | 
‘The Fighting Cowboy.’ ' 





| any such plans are off. 


be only six first-run houses operating | Tidal 


|*‘Naughtv But Nice’ (WB) (1st run A 


|two p. a.’s tonight by Jack Benny | 


| (RKO), 


| held 
'such an outstander as 
ic surageous’ and Sammy Kaye at the 
| Strand. This one is picking up most 
| of the marbles, with ‘Good Girls Go 
| to Paris’ the runner-up. Aside from 
‘Chips’, rest of the town descends 
from only fair down to terrible. 
‘Courageous’ and Kaye, latter with 
strong local draw, opened big Fri- 


|day (23), had a powerful weekend 
| 


day's business by a few dollars, with 
result the week will be $45,000 or 
thereabouts. 


| for summer. 





The Hall, on most out-of-towners’ 
| Sightseeing list. is benefiting from 
| that angle somewhat now and ‘Good 
|Girls,” on its own, plus tourist 
|draught, looks to finish at around 
| $84,000, very Satisfactory. 

Bleeders include ‘Susannah of the 
| Mounties,’ at the Roxy and ‘Maisie,’ 
at another big house, the Capitol. 
Temple picture won't get over $25,- 
000. very poor, while ‘Maisie’ will be 
worse at the straight-film Cap, about 
$11,000. 

‘Chips’ quickened its fine pace dur- 
ing the ‘past week to finish the sixth 
Stanza Monday night (26) at over 
$14,000, while the Par closed out 
three weeks of ‘Invitation to Happi- 
ness’'and Harry James band to $25,- 
000, quite okay. Latter ushers in 
j|new show today (Wed.) of ‘Man 
| About Town’ and Gene Krupa, with 
| two personal appearances 
;routines tonight of Jack Benny. 
| Dorothy Lamour may do the same 
later in the week. 
| State backs water a bit 
|‘Union Pacific’ second-run and a 
Stage bill led by Bert Wheeler and 
Red Nichols, indications pointing to 
}around $18,500. This business, 
bad, would be better had not ‘U.P.’ 
been thoroughly milked on four 
weeks first run at the Par. That 
run, at a strong gross, took much 
eut of it. 

The Rivoli, ending a second week 
last night (Tues.) of ‘Stolen Life,’ a 
slow-goer, is closing down Friday 
(30) for a brief spell, with ‘Jamaica 
Inn,’ originally figured for July 4 
now scheduled for Labor Day in- 
stead. House has another picture 
set, ‘They Shall Have Music,’ first 
run of which will now be held up 
until house reopens July 25. Second 
week of ‘Stolen Life’ only $8,000, 
| after first seven days’ $15,000. 
| ‘Black Limelight,’ British-made, 

starring Raymond Massey, doing 

fairly good, $6,000 or better, at the 

Globe, Other ‘B’ first runs are down, 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (1,012; 25-40-55-65 )—‘Chips’ 

(M-G) (7th wk.). Perked on the 
sixth week ending Monday night 

(26), getting $14,100, as against $13,- 
000 the prior (5th week). A very 
steady b.o. performer which looks 
to go through the entire summer, 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Maisie’ (M-G). Being beaten down 
to about $11,000, bad. ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) went eight days, getting $20,- 
| 000, satisfactory. ‘Stronger Than 
| Desire’ (M-G) opens tomorrow 
|(Thurs.). There were reports this 
house would close but understood 








Heavy attendance at the Fair over , followed 


| the weekend, running to over 500,000, with ‘Galahad’ 


Broadway down except for | 52-200 and a week of ‘Bowery’ (UA , 


‘Daughters ! 
| 


| Wright 
|} and on Monday (26) topped opening | 


This is mighty business | 


in brief | 


with | 


three disappointing days 


(WB), revived, at 


also a revival, at $4,500. 
Rivoli (2,092: 25-55-75-85-99) — 
‘Stolen Life’ (Par) (3d week). Goes 


| another three days, with house clos- 


ing down for a brief spell due to con- 
ditions and a desire not to sacrifice 


| ‘Jamaica Inn’ (Par) and other prod- 
uct that has been set House will 
}also. undergo renovation ‘Life’ 


| finished its second y 2ek 
| following a first 


at $8,000, 
seven days of $15,- 
000, very disappointing. John 
had planned bringing in 
‘Jamaica’ for 4th of July, but now 
iS saving it for later, maybe Labor 
| Day. ‘They Shall Have Music’ (UA), 
also booked, opens July 25. 

Roxy (5,836: 25-40-55-75 )—‘Susan- 
| nah of Mounties’ (20th) and stage 
show. Temple's poorest here to date, 


(following prior two that weren't 
good: drau “+ slipping badly judsed 
by only $25,000 here this week, 
{Third week for ‘Lincoln’ (20th) 


; under $20,000, weak. 
| State (3.450: 35-55-75) —‘Union Pa- 


| cific’ (Par) (2d run) and vaude with 
|Bert Wheeler and Red Nichols in 

the van. Picture, played four weeks 

at the Par recently, is holding 
}normal take down; maybe $18,500, 
;not fast but not bad. either. Last 
| week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U) (2d 


run) and N.T.G. Revue. Benny Fields 
and Fifi D’Orsay made up for a 
month of bad business by getting 
over $26,000, excellent. 

Strand (2,767; 25-40-55-75-85-99 )— 
‘Daughters Courageous’ (WB) and 
Sammy Kaye. They’re paying Kaye 
$8,500 here, high dough, but they 
put a picture with him and the an- 
swer is a powerful $45,000 or in that 
Vicinity. Pace unusually steady, 
with Monday’s business beating that 
| of opening day Friday (23) by a few 
bucks That very rarely occurs, 
Last week, third for ‘Juarez’ (WB), 
heavy money-maker here, $24,000, 


Pitt Still Mounts: 
‘Naughty’-Vaude 
156, Chips’ 196 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 
Business continues on the upbeat 


here in spite of sunny skies and the 
beckoning outdoors. It’s best in 
some time. 

Three British-mades featured in 
the first runs: ‘Chips,’ ‘Prison With- 
out Bars’ and ‘Clouds Over Europe.’ 

Powerful exploitation and fine 
word-of-mouth is driving ‘Chips’ at 
Penn to big heights for this time of 
year and will register for best gross 
since ‘Pygmalion’ at this site. Ar- 
thur Treacher and Blue Barron or- 
chestra on stage and ‘Naughty But 
Nice’ on screen at the Stanley will 
do better than anything at the house 
in last four weeks. 


Estimates for This Week 
Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)—~ 




















Criterion (1,662: 25-40-55 )—‘SOS, 
Wave’ (Rep). Calm at the 
b. 0., about $5,500. Last weck ‘Mur- 


der Man’ (M-G), did preity well, 
$7,500. 
Globe (1,274: 25-40-55) ~- ‘Black 


Limelight’ (Alliance ), English- 
labeled picture will get $6,000 or bit 
over, quite all right for this time of 
year. Last week ‘Moto Takes Vaca- 
tion’ (20th), $5,900. 

Palace (1,700: 25-35-55) — ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (UU) (2d run) and 


doubled. Twinner that probably 


‘Sun Never Sets’ (U). Pulled after 
five days with bare $2,500. ‘Clouds 
Over Europe’ off to a better start ard 
possible $1,100 on first two days. Last 
week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) $8,500 on nine 
days, off. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300: 25-35- 
50)—‘Chips’ (M-G). Off to a sizzling 
start after near-sellout for reserved 
seat premiere. Big space in dailies 
and sustained exploitation campaien 
set house for big opening and rave 
reviews, word-of-mouth doing the 
rest. Headed for smash $19,000 and 
sure holdover. Last week, ‘Invita- 
tion’ (Par) mediocre $11,599. 








will not top $7.500°. mild. In ahead, | 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Gorilla’ (20th) 
both 2d run, dualed, $7,000. 
Paramount (3,664: 25-35-55-85-99 ) | 
—Man About Town’ (Par) and} 
Gene Krupa, Agidrews Sisters, Clift | 
Nazarro, open today (Wed.), with | 


as b. o. salve. ‘Invitation to Hap- | 


| piness’ (Par) and Harry James, plus | 


Jane Froman, went three weeks to! 
hichly profitable total, getting $25,- | 
000 last week (3d), $33,500 2d week | 
and $40,000 the first. 

Radio City Music Hal} (5,980: 40- 
60-84-99-$1.65 )—‘Good Girls’ (Col) 
and stage show. Lift from out-of- | 
towners carrying gross to $84,000, | 
very heartening for end of June. | 
Last week ‘Clouds Over Europe’ | 
(Col) found considerable sunshine, 
$75.006, good. ‘Bachelor Mother’ | 
Ginger Rogers Starrer, 
moves in tomorrow (Thurs.). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—Going back | 
to first runs singly, ‘Girl and Gam- 
bler’ (RKO) opened here yesterday 
(Tues.) but not away briskly. This 


lage $15,000, fair. 


Senator (Harris) (1,700: 15-25) — 
‘Ragtime Band’ (20th) and ‘Should a 
Girl Marry?’ (Mono), dual, split with 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) and ‘Waikiki Wed- 
ding’ (Par), dual. Poor $1,000. Last 
week, ‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Under- 
cover Agent’ (Mono), dual, split with 
‘Honolulu (M-G), ‘Street of Missing 
Men’ (Rep) bare $1,000. ‘Buccaneer’ 
(Par) replaced ‘Ave’ after two days. 

Stanley (WB) (3.600: 25-40-60) — 
‘Nauthty But Nice’ (WB) and Ar- 
thur Treacher and Blue Barron orch 
on stage. Considerable improvement 
over past four weeks. Should man- 
Last week, ‘Capt. 
Fury’ (UA) and Orson Welles on 
stage. Disappointment at $14,000. 
House eliminates State shows this 
week for first permanent stage show 
shutdown in three years. 

Warner (WB) (2.000: 25-40) — 
‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA) and 
‘Sudden Money’ (WB), dual. Strong 
campaigning helping and $5,200 will 
be best for a dual at this house in 
some time. Last week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) 
(2d week) came through nicely for 
$6,400. 
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+ FILM SH 


Jack Benny Returns 
To Home Town For 
Film Preem, B’cast 


Waukegan, June 27. 

Estimated nearly 100,000 visitors 
came to town Sunday (25) for a 
closeup view of Jack Benny, who 
returned to childhood scenes in the 
sentimental mood. Incidental to a 
celebration and welcoming by old 
friends, Benny put in an appearance 
at the Genese theatre which preemed 
his latest filmusicai, ‘Man About 
Town’ (Par) and, with his radio 
troupe, he staged his regular weekly 
broadcast, last of current series. 

Mancel Talcott, mayor of the city, 
was principal speaker at the film 
ceremonies. Dorothy Lamour also 
was introduced. 

Appearing with Benny on the air 
show were Andy Devine, Mary Liv- 
ingstone, Phil Harris, Eddie ‘Roch- 
ester’ Anderson, Gertrude Niesen 
and Tony Martin. 

Local chamber of commerce par- 
ticipated in arrangements, and the 
cost of the bally was shared by 
Paramount and General Foods. 


OUT IN IOWA THEY DO 
THINGS IN THE BIG WAY 


Des Moines, June 27. 

Iowans will get an opportunity to 
hobnob with film and radio names 
on Saturday (1), at a moonlight film 
ball in conjunction with the world 
premiere of RKO-Radio’s ‘Career’ 
and the national broadcast of the 
finals of the second ‘Gateway to Hol- 
lywood’ talent hunt. 

Arrangements for what is believed 
will be the largest dance ever staged 
in the country include a 40,000- 
square-foot dance floor covering the 
Drake University football field with 
an all-weather composition dancing 
surface. An 80 by 40 foot platform, 
with theatrical settings, will provide 
a stage for the Glen Gray orchestra 
with Edward Everett Horton to as- 
sist Gray as emcee, introducing such 
Hollywoodians as Jesse L. Lasky, 
Ann Shirley, Jean Hersholt, Edward 
Ellis, Janet Beecher, Leon Errol, 
Raymond Hatton, John Archer, Alice 
Eden ,and many others. 

‘World’s largest dance floor’ has 
seating arrangements for 22,000 and 
ramps will be built from the stadium 
seats to the dance floor. Refresh- 
ments will be served at umbrella- 
covered tables. There will be Hol- 
lywood premiere lighting, loud 
speaker systems and all the trim- 
mings for four bits admission. 


Two-Sheets Revived For 
‘Tumbleweeds’ by NSS 


Revival of an old showmanship 
practice popular about 10 years ago 
is finding enthusiastic support from 
exhibitors who are sold on outdoor 
billing. National Screen Service 
brought back the use of the old two- 
sheet banner for circusing pictures 
extensively in the outdoors, when 
they started their accessories sub- 
sidiary. These two-sheets, pre-dated 
with the name of theatre and dates 
a picture is playing, are imprinted 
and shipped direct from lithograph- 
ing plants to theatres. 

Two-sheets and window cards will 
be extensively used by Publix The- 
atres in the South, in connection 
with the showing of “Tumbleweeds,’ 
W. S. Hart revival, in July. 


Diplomas Awarded 
For ‘Chips’ Campaigns 


Exhibitors doing a good job of 
advertising and publicity for ‘Good- 
bye Mr. Chips’ are receiving from 
the Metro homeoffice promotion de- 
partment a_ striking diploma of 
merit. 

Testimonial, which is signed by 
Howard Dietz, declares the re- 
cipient has ‘distinguished himself in 
the fields of showmanship and pro- 
motion.’ Further declares, ‘inspired 
by the fact that this outstanding at- 
traction was considered one of the 
finest pictures of any year, you 
displayed commendable _ initiative, 
originality and energy in acquaint- 
ing the public with its entertain- 
ment merits through your successful 
exploitation campaign.’ 

Sheepskin is being framed by 
many managers for lobby display. 














During the turmoil incident to presentation of the 
trade practice code and the arbitration proposal, and 
their subsequent rejection at the national Allied meet- 
ing in Minneapolis, other trade events of importance 
to the welfare of exhibitors have been shunted to a 
secondary position. Industry's political and internal 
skirmishes have held the stage at the moment when 


the major companies, after a series of sales conven- 
tions, are announcing their production programs for 
the coming year. 


What is to be shown on the screens of the nation’s 
theatres during the season commencing Sept. 1 must be 
regarded as of equal importance to controversial 
methods of film merchandising. It is a fact, however, 
that the trade practice negotiations have taken prece- 
dence in the minds of many theatre operators during 
the early summer weeks, usually devoted to careful 
study of forthcoming pictures and seasonal plans of 
the various producer-distributors. 


Preparation of a season’s production program by any 
one of the major companies is a year ‘round job, re- 
quiring intensive study, research and attendant de- 
cisions involving large sums of capital outlay for film 
rights to plays, novels, original stories and showman- 
ship ideas. Such investments present only a part of 
the preparatory work. In addition each studio in an- 
ticipation of future productions, enters into commit- 
ments for services of screen writers, stars and support- 
ing players, directors and the highly specialized per- 
sonnel which comprise the production crews. 

Behind Hollywood’s tinsel and glamour, future plan- 
ning is the stark reality of picture making. Every 
major production which slides from the launching ways 
of the film laboratories into the uncertain sea of public 
exhibition contains an unwritten story of production 
incidents, frequently as humanly interesting as the 
visual narrative on the screen. Hollywood’s most ab- 
sorbing story is the story that is seldom related, hap- 
penings which take place in the quiet of the material 
research departments, and during the subsequent proc- 
esses through which a film idea progresses from a 
story scout’s telegram of recommendation to the date 
of press and public preview. 


It is an endless serial, chapters of which are written 
daily in all the large production plants. Scores of 
department heads participate in decisions and execu- 
tion of essential details. In an industry where the 
only sure thing is audience idiosyncracies, the produc- 
tion annually of 400 feature films in Hollywood stu- 
dios comprises one of America’s most absorbing tales 
of commercial enterprise. 


ONE-TIME BLASTS INSUFFICIENT 


Annual sales conventions of national distributors 
bring together the field personnel of the organizations, 
and an attempt is made within a period of three or four 
days to acquaint branch managers and salesmen with 
the new season’s program. Thereupon, the force dis- 
perses to the four corners of the country, imbued with 
necessary enthusiasm to present the new proposition 





to theatre operators. A year of production planning is 
condensed into a few days of sales discussion. 

It occurs to an observer who has watched this proc- 
ess through the years that the brief annual sales con- 
ventions are wholly inadequate to the requirements of 
the promotional and educational aspects of the dis- 
tributing job. Companies prepare costly brochures 
listing titles, casts and salesmanship ingredients of 
forthcoming films, and back up their sales forces with 
trade-paper announcements, into which are compressed 
scores of titles, names of hundreds of production per- 
sonnel and well intentioned promises. The whole 
scheme is predicated on the theory of a one-time blast. 
Its weakness is the fact that the echo of yesterday’s 
explosion scarcely may be heard over today’s din. 

With release of the newer films, the advertising and 
publicity departments of the majors concentrate their 
attention on the current success, and gradually as the 
weeks pass the proposition as a whole, representing 
millions in investments, disappears in the current prac- 
tice of individual picture exploitation. In consequence, 
many good films which merit sturdy promotion both 
to sales staffs and exhibitors, are slipped into the dis- 
tribution machinery, unheralded and unsung. 

Film industry’s trade press through the years has 
demonstrated its ability to perform a constructive ser- 
vice as liaison between distributor and exhibitor, and 


provide the equally important link between the home | 


office and the district salesman, whose three-day course 
of convention study in ensuing months is dulled by 
sales resistance and competitive argument. The trade 
press, occupying an independent, but cooperative func- 
tion, is the proved medium to carry the load of consis- 
tent information on all films to the sales force and 
theatres, where the product is publicly exhibited. 


WHERE THE TRADE PRESS IS IMPORTANT 


Indications are that industry leaders are reawaken- 
ing to the soundness of the idea that the trade press 
does a job, which national advertising in magazines 
and outdoor billing, cannot perform. On one side are 
generalities limited to expensive white space in which 
film advertising competes for attention against the 
whole field of industrial product. On the other, the 
trade press offers a means of intimate, forceful mes- 
sage, written in the language of the trade, in terms of 
showmanship with which the public is unacquainted 
or disinterested. Further, the trade press is read 
eagerly and intensively by seekers of business informa- 
tion. The costs of publication advertising, as com- 
pared with Uncle Sam’s postal service, are in favor of 
the press. 

For the moment discussion of a revival of a greater 
film season has been side-tracked by industry execu- 
tives. Notwithstanding, the companies individually 
have the opportunity at much less expense to accom- 
plish even greater exhibitor cooperation through the 
long-range planning and execution of an informative 
trade-paper campaign of their new season’s program. 

One-time and sporadic displays, however effective 
for specific purposes, cannot—in the light of the best 
advertising experience—displace in efficiency the 
results of continuity of advertising. 








Harrisburg, June 27. 
Personal appearances of Tarzana, 
five-year-old chimp, with Metro 
trainer, Captain Volney Phifer, 


Chimpanzee Jos News | WB BOOKERS’ DRIVE 
Staff; Jungle Editor 4d “sane As Prizes 


For the first time, Warner Bros. 
is putting on a booker’s drive. It 
will be held during July and be 
known as ‘Cleanup Month,’ with re- 





‘Cleanup Month,’ 





Properly Timed Disks 
Needed for Airings 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Unfamiliarity of film company 
publicity departments with the re- 


With 





helped Sam Gilman put ‘Tarzan 
Finds a Son’ over solidly. First 
afternoon’s business Thursday (22) 
was the best in months, and the film 
continued to hold up through the 
weekend. 

Gilman and Phifer took the chim- 
panzee to local playgrounds, City 
Hall, and the newspaper offices. 
Evening News ‘officially’ appointed 
the chimp to its staff, and both the 
News and Telegraph used cuts of 
Tarzana in reportorial attitudes. 

Bob Sidman, Senate, using ‘twins’ 
publicity to introduce a temporary 
double feature policy, is pressing 
heavily in newspaper ads and lobby 
displays to euphemize the dual bill 
aspect. 

Johnny Rogers, State, prefaced 
‘The Lady Vanishes’ with newspaper 
ads, calling attention to the fact that 
there are no names in the film and 
asking patrons to ‘ignore that fact’ 
and see ‘an excellent motion picture 
that will fulfill your desire for en- 
joyable entertainment.’ 


Bette Davis’ Handbag 
‘Victory’ Contest Prize 


Oklahoma City, June 27. 

Plenty of publicity for ‘Dark Vic- 
tory’ (WB) was secured by Robert 
Busch, manager of the Towe. thea- 
tre, on its run here, after a week 
at the Criterion, 

Busch secured a iew handbag 
from Bette Davis’ personal wardrobe 


star wishing the winner luck and 
arranged with the movie commenta- 
tor on radio station KOCY to give 
the handbag, plus ducats, in a radio 
contest, 

Downtown luggage and handbag 
store gave Busch a Main Sireet win- 








dow display on the bag. 


| 


with a telegram from the Warner | 





sults shown to figure in bonuses 
paid WB exchange-men each year 
ending July 31. This takes the place 
of individual cash prizes. 

WB is encouraged to experiment 
with a booker’s drive following suc- 
cessful local campaigns along this 
line carried out for several years by 
Bob Smelizer, district manager of 
the Washington territory. 


That Igloo on B’way 
Is Metro’s World’s Fair 


Grabbing off a spot in the heart 
of Times Square under the nose of 
less enterprising film showmen, 
Metro today opens an information 
booth for the benefit of visitors to 
the New York World’s Fair. Go- 
ing a step farther than other com- 
panies, which are rendering a home- 
Office service to exhibs only, Metro 
is taking in the public. 

Notices have been sent to all for- 
eign offices concerning the booth, 
on Broadway at 46th street, in the 
manner of the perisphere-trylon, and 
trailers are being shipped to all 
Loew theatres in this country to 
spread the same information on the 
service, 

Only advertising at the booth it- 
self will be its designation as 
‘Loew’s-Metro Goldwyn Mayer In- 
formation Center.’ An attendant will 
be on hand who speaks six~ lan- 
guages and calendars will be posted 
on all Broadway shows, legit and 
picture houses. 

West Side Business Mens’ Assn. 
and the Broadway Assn. are co-op- 
erating with Metro on the idea. 

Direction of the booth is under 
William Ferguson, exploitation man- 
ager. 








quirements of local radio stations 


is causing hundreds of transcriptions 
to be thrown out and wasted, pro- 
gram directors here declare. While 
stations gladly use good shows of 
the proper length even though they 
plug a picture pretty strongly, the 
radio men claim that most of the 
platters sent their way by exploita- 
tion departments aren't fitted to 
their needs. 

Most recent example, it is said, 
are waxings on ‘Mr. Chips.’ They 
run four minutes and 32 seconds, a 
length which the outlets maintain 
they find practically impossible to 
fit into their schedules. Their fa- 
vorites run 14 minutes and 30 sec- 
onds, or 15 minutes with a lot of 
music at beginning and end, to al- 
low the local announcer an intro- 
duction and conclusion and even a 
chance to name the theatre to which 
the film is coming, if he so de- 
sires. 


Examples of the type of discs best 
liked are those sent out for ‘Man 
About Town’ (Par), 15 minutes long, 
in which Jack Benny quips and 
Dorothy Lamour sings. Similarly 
those for ‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par) 
with Gene Krupa, Shirley Ross and 
Bob Hope. 


Parachute Passes 


Wilmington, June 27. 

Puff stunt employed by Lew Black, 
manager of the Warner here, for 
‘Only Angels Have Wings,’ created 
a lot of interest and talk and got him 
liberal space in the newspapers. He 
hired a flier to take up 300 toy para- 
chutes, each with a doll attached 
and some with passes. They were 
released over the city. 


Newspapers used a photo of a 
small girl with one of the dolls. 
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Confidence in Product 
First Requisite for 
Best Film Advertising 


Defiance, O., June 24, 
Editor, VARIETY: 

Recent articles in Variety have 
much to commend them and in the 
June 21 issue Sir Wm. Crawford's 
definition of advertising is indeed a 
classic. It should be on every ad. 
vertising man’s desk. 

Adjoining your article in the June 
14 issue of VARIETY the writer set 
forth some ideas as gleaned by re- 
marks by Dr. List, of NBC, and Flo- 
rence Fisher Parry which dovetail 
with Sir William Crawford's state- 
ment when he says, ‘But advertising 
must never promise what it cannot 
perform. It must be more than 
truthful—it must be sincere and re- 
strained.’ 


Yes, this is a sweet business when 
it is prosperous, this show business, 
but under the present existing condi- 
tions the causes for anxiety are pri- 
marily the fault of the machinations 
of the industry and those that make 
it go. 

Advertising as a whole, in this 
business, can in some ways be lik- 
ened to a cat sharpening it’s claws 
on a concrete sidewalk in anticipa- 
tion, and it is most difficult, too, to 
‘be more than truthful’ when double 
features are advertised. One can 
still see that cat—when copy is be- 
ing written. 

Surely there must be some way. 
Your article says that something can 
be done as the means of forming and 
maintaining the buying habit; or as 
Wm. Crawford adds, ‘you and I will 
be destroyed.’ 

I beg to proceed on that thought. 
In order for a salesman to be suc- 
cessful it is preferable that he is 
‘sold’ on the article itself. The forte 
of the theatre man is not different in 
his campaign to advertise his double 
feature bill or a ‘weak sister’ attrac- 
tion bearing in mind his announce- 
ments must be ‘sincere and re- 
strained.’ In short, before we ad- 
vertise, we must have something to 
advertise in order to maintain the 
theatre going habit. 

To get to first principles, what, 
then seems to be the most out of or- 
der? It would most likely be ad- 
herence to double feature policy—a 
policy that has a vicious tendency 
to prompt producers to continue to 
make double feature grade product— 
which in turn is slowly weaning all 
of us away from our just rights. 
Why foster any principle that ac- 
tually promotes mass production of 
poor quality? 

It seems that the only solution for 
us to advertise truthfully is for 
someone at the top to have the cour- 
age to start the cycle spinning the 
opposite way. Less reform of all 
kinds, inside and out will then be in 
order. 

Would like to read of your views 
on double features in an early issue. 
E. E. Bair 

Defiance Theatres. 


EXHIBITOR COURAGE 
WILL BREAK DUALS 


Cleveland, June 22. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

During a mess of months. off and 
on, has come the question of single 
features or double features in neigh- 
borhood theatres. To our knowledge 
be it written or verbal, we do not 
know of one instance where a the- 
atre patron has come to the front 
favoring double features. Those that 
have favored the ‘single bill,’ both 
orally and written, have been most 
numerous. A theatre patron, often- 
times, whether he likes it or not, if 
he chooses to attend his neighbor- 
hood playhouse, is compelled to see 
a double feature. 

Why is this? Especially so, since 
numerous polls have indicated & 
single feature with appropriate bal- 
ancing short subjects to be much the 
favorite. We are inclined to believe 
and rightly so, that the persistent 
adherence to double features, both 
good and bad, can be attributed to 
competitive complications . . . and 
not to public choice—what then, 35 
the solution? Would it not be the 
courage of some leader to break this 
precedent? We wonder! 


DON PRICE, 














VIRGINA TINCE, 
Windameer Theatre. 
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Lack of Product, H. 0.s Slap Philly; 
Fury’ Off, $13,000, Kokomo’ Fair 66 








Philadelphia, June 27. 

with the weather more favorable 
than it has been recently for theatre- 
going, it’s lack of product and hold- 
overs that’s keeping biz at a glum 
pace this stanza. Despite slight im- 
provement last week and over the 
week-end, encouraged by clouds that 
held down traffic to seashore and 
country, there’s nothing to make ex- 
hibs here clap hands with enthu- 


siasm. 

Leading is the Fox with ‘Susannah’ 
and stage show. Bo. is far from 
big, however, and despite the low 
nut on the vaude, reports persist that 
that policy may be eliminated until 


the fall. — . 

Big disappointment o e week— 
and Se seems that UA skipped a cog 
on its usual heavy exploitation in 
this case—is ‘Capt. Fury, at the Stan- 
ley. It's earning little, but with the 
week ending tonight (Tuesday) and 
product scarce, it’s set for at least a 
few days h.o., if not a full week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 32-42-57)—‘In- 
vitation’ (Par) (2d week). Noth- 
ing exciting, but not so bad at $9,- 
000, considering it nabbed only $13,- 
500 on the initial lap. ‘Chips’ comes 
in tomorrow (Wednesday) with a big 
buildup and is looked to hypo things 
here. 

Earle (WB) (2,758; 26-32-42)—‘Ko- 
komo’ (WB). Not up to par at $6,- 
000, but nothing to weep about in 
light of what other houses are doing. 
Last week ‘Maisie’ (M-G) the same. 

Fox (WB) (2,423; 32-37-42-57-68)— 
‘Susannah’ (20th) with Tommy Riggs 
and Rachel Carley on stage. Tops 
town, though not good at $17,500. Last 
week ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and Blue Bar- 
ron orch similarly paced at $17,300. 

Kariton (WB) (1,066; 32-42-57)— 
‘Tarzan’ (M-G) (2d run). Strictly a 
bottom-scraper at $2,800. Last week 
‘Lincoln’ (20th) (2d run) better, but 
not up to standard with $3,500. 


Palace (WB) (1,100; 26-42)— 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) (3d run). 
House keeps jumping back and forth 
between second and third runs, but 
it appears to make little difference. 
Okay $5,000. Last week ‘Union Pa- 
cific’ (Par) (2d run), same. 


: Stanley (WB) (2,916; 32-42-57)— 
Capt. Fury’ (UA). Heavy disap- 
pointer at $13,000, although less than 
usual UA campaign was accorded it. 
Last i —— a ee See 
in six days of a second stanza 

$8,500, n.s.h. — 
, Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-32-42)— 
Juarez’ (WB) (2d run) (2d week). 
Strong at $5,000 in view of 26 days 


already in midtown, Last - 
500, excellent, — 


‘nvitation’ Dual Strong 
$6,500 in Slow Seattle 


Seattle, June 27. 

Cooler weather is aiding the take 
this week, but the town is still below 
Quota and irregular bookings are not 
helping. Head and shoulders over 
other houses is the Fifth Avenue 
with ‘Invitation’ and ‘Never Say Die,’ 
dualed. ‘Clouds Over Europe’ and 
Lady and Mob,’ twinned at the Lib- 
erty, is also doing okay. 


Estimates for This Week 


Biue Mouse (Hamrick-Ever reen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—Lineoln’ (20th) and 
Sorority House’ (RKO) (2d run) (2d 
week), dual. Slow $1,800 for six 
ri Last week ‘East Side Heaven’ 
; ) and ‘Ambush’ (Par) (3d week), 

po Big $3,900 for 10 days. 

olseum (Hamrick - Zvergreen) 
£4,800; | 21-27-32 )—‘Bell’ (20th) and 
iety Lawyer’ (M-G) (2d run), 
dual. Moderate $2,400. Last week 
san oe oa (reissue) and 
, en - 
Siow, $2100 G) (24 run), dual, 


Fifth Avenue ( Hamrick-Evergreen) 








(2,349; 32-37-42 )—‘Invitation’ (Par) 
Showing “sinew os gana’ ‘ial 

ng streng at 500. Last 
week ‘Lincoln’ (2@th) and ‘Sorority 


House’ (RKO), dual. 1 i > 
in nine days, Only fair $5, 


ciberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-32-42)— 
: rouds ver Europe’ (Col) and 
$4 y and Mob’ (Col), dual. Fair at 
Bars’ (wAS rm “Zen bie ww My dask 

ping weil at $0 Oe ia A), dual. 


Musie Box (Hamrick-E ) 
(850: 32-37-42) —* ina’ (French 
made) (ld onok aerine (French- 


Just waltzing at 
$1,100. Last week $1,900, also - oe 
Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 


ere 32-37-42 )—‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and 
adies from Kentucky’ (Par), dual. 
reezy $4,900. Last week ‘Kokomo’ 
(20th) and ‘Moto on Danger Island’ 
geod. dual, got nine days for $5,300, 


Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 16-27- 
37-42) ‘Streets of New York’ (Mono) 





Plus vaude. Oka 
; y ; y at 4,000. Last 
week ‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) and ‘First 


DAVIS ORCH-‘DREW’ OK 


956, INDPLS.; TIE ‘CHIPS’ |: 


Indianapolis, June 27. 

Loew’s and Lyric are neck and 
neck for the money in the home 
stretch, with former house helped by 
national assist ads and radio plugs 
on ‘Chips,’ dualled with ‘Tell No 
Tales,’ while Lyric rides along to 
profit with Johnnie Davis on stage 
and ‘Nancy Drew, Trouble Shooter’ 
on screen. Circle is also doing well 
with ‘Susannah’ and ‘Gracie Allen 
Case,’ while the Apollo is barely able 
to stay in the black with a revival 
of ‘Star of Midnight’ and ‘Lost Pa- 
trol.’ 

Estimates for This Week 

Apolle (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Star of Midnight’ (RKO) and 
‘Lost Patrol’ (RKO) (reissues), dual. 
Just making the grade with $1,900. 
Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) (2d run) 
and ‘Gorilla’ (20th) (2d run) finished 
with $2,000, n.s.g., in second week. 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Gracie 
Allen Case’ (Par), dual. Profitable 
$6,200. Last week, ‘Invitation’ (Par) 
and ‘Like It Hot’ (Par), dual, good 
enough at $6,100. 

Loew’s (Loew's) (2.400; 25-30-40) 
—‘Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Tell No Tales’ 
(M-G), dual. Helped by good cam- 
paign, nifty $9,500. Last week, ‘Won- 
derful World’ (M-G) and ‘Blind 
Alley’ (Col), dual, passable $5,400. 

Lyrie (Olson) (1,900; 25-30-40) — 
‘Nancy Drew’ (WB) and Johnny 
Davis orch on stage. Headed for 
satisfactory $9,500. Last week, ‘Man 
Who Dared’ (WB) and Henry Busse 
orch on stage finished to strong 
$10,400. 


FURY - KOKOMO 
DUAL, $11,000 
IN DETROIT 


Detroit, June 27, 


For dubious top-coin honors here 
currently, it’s tossup between Fox, 
showing ‘Susannah’ plus ‘Basker- 
villes’ and the Michigan playing 
‘Capt. Fury’ and ‘Kid from Kokomo. 
Generally town is pretty quiet. 

Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), 
both second runners. For second 
week in row, this spot is playing 
complete bill shown at Fox week 
earlier; will land only $4,500. Last 
week okay $5,500 for ‘Sun Never 
Sets’ (U) and ‘Sorority House’ 
(RKO), both second runs. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000: 35-40- 
55)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Basker- 
villes’ (20th), dual. Headed for 
suitable $12,500. Last stanza around 
$12,000, mild, for ‘Mikado’ (U) and 
‘Blind Alley’ (Col). 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-65)—‘Capt. Furv’ (UA) plus 
‘Kokomo’ (WB), dual. House figures 
to nab about $11,000, fair. ‘Invita- 
tiun to Happiness’ (Par) and ‘Maisie’ 
(M-G) brought in pretty fir $13,500 
last sesh. 

Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness’ (Par) (2d run) plus ‘Heritage 
of Desert’ (Par), dual. Former 
flicker moved from Michigan; looks 
like $4,500, very disappointing. Last 
week bad $5,000 for .‘Mutiny on 
Bounty’ (M-G) (reissue) and ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G). 


Back With a Gusher 


Hollywood, June 27, 

William Keighley, currently on a 
round-the-world tour, gets the di- 
rector’s job on Warners’ ‘Gusher,’ 
starring Edward G. Robinson. Pic- 
ture rolls early in August. 

‘The Story of Dr. Ehrlich,’ orig- 
inally scheduled as Robinson’s next 
start, is indefinitely postponed. 














Offenders’ (Col), dual, plus Stepin 
Fetchit in person. Flesh accounted 
for big $6,300. : 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,03°; 32-37-42 )—‘Maisie’ (M-G) and 
‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G), dual. Fair 
$4,500. Last week ‘Sun Never Sets’ 
(U) and ‘For Love or Money’ (U), 
dual. Slow $4,600 in nine days. 

Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-27- 
32)—Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘Darlin 
Daughter’ (WB) (2d week), dual. 
Good at $1,809. Last week $2,800, 
big. 


‘Kokomo’-‘Naughty’ 


Fair $5000, vionct Slim L. A. Pickins; ‘Juarez’ $21,500 ; 


; _. Montreal, June 27. | 
__Loew’s, with a second session of | 
Juarez,’ will again top the town, | 
sighting good $7,000 after a smash | 
$10,000. ‘Lincoln’ at the Palace will 
place with nice $6,000. 
mediocre, 

Estimates for This Week 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55 )—‘Lin- 
coln’ (20th). Pacing for good enough 

,000. Last week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ 
(U). weak $4,500. 
Capitel (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55)— 


vv 
ae wee, net Nice’ ‘HEAT HITS PROV. HARD, 
‘Bridal Suite’ (MEG) ocd ‘Whispering | ‘BRIDAL’ DUAL FAIR 936 


Enemies’ (M-G), dual, disappointing | 
$4,500. 


Balance 








| 
(CT) (2,800; 30-40-60 —| 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d week). Very good | 
$7,000 in sight after smash $16,000 


Providence, June 27. 
Soaring temperatures have grosses 


last week. | falling proportionately. Cooling sys- 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50)—/tems helping Loew’s and Strand 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Romance of | slightly. 


’ : Repairs to cooling system 
Redwoods’ (20th), dual. Nice $3,500. | Sale ; 
Last week, ‘Cisco Kid’ 7a ead PO Majestic, wrecked during last 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th), dual, off at|September’s hurricane, still incom- 
$2,500. |plete and holding back gross On 
Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— | Shirley Temple’s ‘Susannah’. State 
‘Lady’s From Kentucky‘ (Par) and | doing fairly well for time of season 
‘Drummond’s Police’ (Par), dual.| with ‘Bridal Suite’. ; 
Oor $1,200 after bad $1,000 last | Estimates for This Week 
week on ‘Exile Express’ (GN) and! Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 


‘Sorority House’ (RKO), dual. ‘ > ‘ 
Cinema de Paris (France-Film) | 52) —, “Tatzan’ (M-G) and Panama 


(600; 25-50)—‘Femme du Boulan er’ | Patrol’ ‘ soy 
(2d week). Down to $750 after poor | $2000. Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) 
$1,000 first week. ,and ‘6,000 Enemies’ (M-G) (2d run), 

St. Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 20- | ual, fair $3,000. 
34)—‘Le Patriote’ and ‘Gaites de| Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
Exposition,’ dual. Best hope is| ‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Could Hap- 
$3,000, fair. Last week, ‘Bar du Sud’| pen’ (20th), dual. Vacation kiddie 
and ‘Rois de la Flotte,’ dual, poor) trade helping for good $7,500. Last 
$2,600. week, ‘Sun Never Sets’ (U) and 
\‘Love or Money’ (UV), og — 
9 , dived during hot spell for low $3,000. 
‘WORLD SWANKY $6,000; State (Loew) (3,200; 25-85-50) — 

’ | ‘Bridal Suite’ (M-G) and ‘King Turf’ 

‘TARZAN’ 56. OKLA. CITY | cv). cual. Fair $9,500. Last’ week, 

? ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Panama Patrol’ 

(Rep), dual, helped by heavy mat- 
Oklahoma City, June 27. /{inee biz for good $10,000. 

Business good this week, with| Strand (Indie) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Tarzan’ at the Midwest, ‘Wonderful | ‘Grand Jury Secrets’ (Par) and ‘Zero 
World’ at the Criterion and ‘Lincoln’| Hour’ (Rep), dual. Satisfactory 
at the Tower, on a second moveover | $5,000. Last week, ‘Invitation’ (Par) 
week, pulling well. and ‘Silver Sage’ (Par), dual, nice 


Estimates for This Week $8,000. 
Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 

‘Wonderful World’ (M-G). Very) 

good $6,000. Last week, ‘Captain| e 

Fury’ (UA) dragged at $4,400. ] S 
Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 15-20-25)— ew eWe 

White Room’ (U), dual, split with 

‘Jane Arden’ (WB) and ‘Jones Fami- 

ly in Hollywood’ (20th), dual, better 

than average at $2,800. Last week, 

ger’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Sweep-| b] 

stakes Winner’ (WB) and ‘Chan in} a 

Reno’ (20th), dual, for fair $2,250. | 
Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 

‘Tarzan’ (M-G). Very good $5,000. | 

Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th), average 

‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) (2d run). Fair 

$1,250. . Last week, ‘Lucky Night’ 

(M-G) average $1,600. 
State (Noble) (1,100; 15-20-35)— 

and ‘Mexicali Rose’ (Rep), dual, | 

average $2,500. Last week, ‘Zenobia 

(UA) and ‘Son Is Criminal’ (Col), 

dual under average, $2,200. 

‘Lincoln’ (20th) (2d run), Excellent 

$2,750. Last week, same for ‘Dark 

Victory’ (WB), bit under average, 


‘Like It Hot’ (Par) and ‘Mystery 
Split Biz; Shirl 
o 
plit biz; Smriey, 

‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Chasing Dan- 

500. 

Plaza (Stan) (750; 25-35-40)—) 
‘Tarzan and Green Goddess’ (Indie) 

Tower (Stan) (1,000; 25-35-40)— 
‘Tarzan’ Dual Strong 5G, 

















Washington, June 27. 


Five new pictures at once, in a 
town where three has been unusual 
of late, is bound to split up the take. 
And it does. Together, the total is 
respectable, but taken individually 
nobody is crowing. Earle with 
‘Naughty But Nice’ and sock no- 
name vaude, and Capitol, with ‘Su- 
sannah’ and amusing revue are bat- 
tling about even for top grosses. 
‘Invitation,’ at Palace, is somewhat 
behind leaders, but playing alone, 
it'll profit, ‘Sun Never Sets’ at 
Keith’s is surprisingly good. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitel (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40- 
66)—‘Susannah’ (20th) and vaude. 





ley Temple, who’s heading for fair 


Portland, Ore., June 27. $14,000. Last week, ‘Wonderful 

‘Invitation’ No. 1 b.o. winner for | World’ (M-G) slipped sharply to 
the week. It went into the Para- | average $16,500. 

mount, following ‘Juarez,’ which! Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 25-40)— 


wound up a highly successful double 
stanza there. : 

‘Sun Never Sets’ is fairish at Par- 
ker’s UA. Two other pictures held 
over, Mme «A Kn Lenn en pe 
‘Mi . i went to the May- 
Fag my a third chukker. Earle (WB) (2,216; 25-35-40-66)— 

Estimates for This Week | ‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB) and vaude. 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 30-35- | Plenty talk on no-name revue help- 
40)—'Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Code of | ing toward satisfactory $14,000. Last 
Secret Service’ (WB), dual. Strong | week, ‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d wk.), satis- 
at $5,000. Last week ‘Capt. Fury’ fying $12,000. 

(UA) and ‘Bridal Suite’ gh Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 35-55)— 
week), dual. Average $3.900" ¢5.400, | Sut Never Sets’ (U).' Bucking four 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen ) (1,500; Stavbe eed tae et A. 
ooo O00 thas two yood weeks ai | Mikado’ (U) (3d wk.), satisfactory 


‘Washington Square’ (20th) (2d run). 
Back downtown after two fair 
stanzas at the vo will see okay 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Kildare’ (M-G) 


(2d run) got by with $4,100. 








‘ - | $5,000. 
the UA. Last week ‘Angels Have : 
Wings’ (Col) and ‘Boy Friend’ (20th) Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Blind 
(4th week), dual. Average $2,500. Alley’ (Col). House trying a first- 


(Hamrick - Evergreen) |run again and should see satisfac- 
(1,800; 30-35-40) — ‘Lincoln’ (20th) | tory $3,500. Last week, ‘Angels Have 
and ‘Jones Family in Hollywood’| Wings’ (Col) (2d run), nice $5,300. 
(20th) (2d week), dual. Steady biz! palace (Loew) (2,242; 35-55)—‘In- 
at $4,000 after good first week at | vitation’ (Par). Good $13,000. Last 


$5,400. T ; » | = 
Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) | 399,” Lincoln 20th), brutal $8, 


(3,000; 30-35-40 )—‘Invitation’ (RKO) | 
and ‘Blind — A (Col ). _ ots | C A 1 
swered to exploitation for big $5, = ° 
and likely to hold. Last week ‘Juar-_ o-op Air Plug 
ez’ (WB) (2d week), Closed strong | Indianapolis, June 20. 
with $4,800. a ‘ | Seventeen Indianapolis neighbor- 
oun 'weae” a) Se, ed pk dana hood theatres, members of Associated 
(20th), dual. In four days doing av- | Theatre Owners of Indiana are co- 
erage $700. Last three days. ‘Wife, | sponsoring a 15-min. daily program 
Husband’ (20th) and ‘Fast and Loose,’,| over WIBC. Spot features gossip, 
dual, with vaude. Powerful $1,800. , tunes from movie lots, fashion hints 
PA wc eg — vests ob ayer }and listings of shows at theatres. 
-40)—‘Sun Never s lee , ; se 
‘Ex-Champ’ (U), dual. Well-exploit- | Commercials stress air conditioning 


st | a8 relief from summertime heat. 
6 Ey ane (da a ). we Don Rossiter, sec of assoc and Ed 








$3,800. Devney, time peddler, handle show. 


‘Invitation’ Big, Portland No name vaude leaves it up to Shir- 300 


On Return, Tarzan’ 18/56, ‘Mikado’ 
Ekes 156, Godfrey’ Playback, 96 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Most of the alibis having been ex- 
hausted, house boys just figure that 
they haven’t got what it takes to 
drag ’em in this stanza. Second ses- 
sion of ‘Juarez’ put the Warner day- 
daters far out in front with a smack- 
eroo $23,000, which would have been 
fancy figures for the other first runs 
showing new product. 


Paramount ran in a reissue of ‘My 
Man Godfrey’ and did all right with 
it. ‘The Mikado’ had to depend on 
class draw, but there aren’t enough 
of them to give the chopper a good 
workout, ‘Tarzan’ gave out with a 
yell about his son, but the payees 
couldn’t get excited about it either. 
‘Chips’ proves again that it isn’t yet 
ready to say goodbye to the Four 
Star. Crepe hangs high on the others. 


Estimates for This Week 


Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024: 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and 
‘Winner Take All’ (20th) dual. Will 
limp in with around $8,500. Last 
week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G), fairish $9,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d week). Run- 
ning slightly ahead of Hollywood 
day-dater and, at $12,000, just $3,000 
under first week’s smash $15,000. 
Would be a cinch for third week 
but there’s other product waiting. 


Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
—Mr. Chips’ (M-G) (7th week). 
Still chipping away at the public 
purse for a right smart $5,500. Last 
week just $100 under that figure. 
Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d week). Biz 
being what it is, $9,500 is fair coin 
for this boulevard house. Opening 
stanza clicked with a big $14,200, 
surpassing expectations. 


Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 
40) — ‘Sudden Money’ (Par) and 
‘Some Like Hot’ (Par) dual and 
vaudeville, Front biller in first run 
and $6,400 subnormal trade: for this 
site. Last week, ‘Climbing High’ 
(20th) and ‘Saint Strikes Back’ 
(RKO), so-so $6,600. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col) 
dual. Nothing big but $7,300 consid- 
erable pickup over last week’s $5,300 
for ‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl From Mexico’ (RKO). 

Parameunt (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—Old Dark House’ (U) and ‘Man 
Godfrey’ (U), dual, and stage show. 
Latter reissue given credit for most 
of draw, satisfactory at $9,000. Last 
week, second of ‘Invitation to Hap- 
piness’ (Par), sufficient at $9,200. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55) — ‘Mikado’ 
(U) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), dual 
Running neck and neck with Pan- 
tages, but nothing fair-haired at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Five Came Back’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fixer Dugan’ (RKO), 
not so robust $6,200. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40- 
55-75)—Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Winner 
Take All’ (20th), dual. That yell just 
isn’t bringing them in, so $10,000 
will have to do until the rise comes. 
Last week, ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Kil- 
dare’ (MG), perked slightly for $10,- 








United Artists (F-WC) (2,100: 30- 
40-55)—'Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G) dual. Slight improvement 
here but still not what it ought to be 
at $4,000. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) 
and ‘Jones Family’ (2h), brutal 
$2,400. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296; 30-40-55- 
65)—'Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Kildare’ 
(M-G), dual. Not to be bragged 
about but $6,500 is verging on, good 
returns. Last week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) 
and ‘Jones’ (20th), slim $4,300. 


BROOKLYN OKAY 


‘Sun Never,’ Dual, Fair $14,000; 
‘Alley,’ ‘Naughty,’ Niee $13,500 


Brooklyn, June 27. 
Two strong holdovers in City of 
Churches, ‘Juarez’ at the Paramount 
and ‘Wuthering Heights’ at Loew’s 
Metropolitan. Competition from 
beaches, however, is proving week- 
end problem to downtown managers. 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (3,274; 25-35-50 )—‘Sun Never 
Sets’ (U) and ‘Love or Money’ (U), 
dual. Will pull fairish $14,000. Last 
week ‘Mikado’ (UA) and ‘Boy 
Friend’ (20th), good $15,000. 

Fox (4,089; 25-35-50)—‘Blind Al- 
ley’ (Col) and ‘Naugnty but Nice 
(WB), dual. ot. $13,500. Last 
week ‘Angels Have Wings’ (Col) and 
‘Some Like It Hot’ (Par) (2d week), 
nice $14,000. 

Met (3,618: 25-35-50 )—‘Wuthering 
Heights’ (UA) and ‘Kid from Texas 
(M-G) (2d week). dual. Gained mo- 
mentum and will do good $15,000. 
Last week pair came in with okay 











$18,000. 
Paramount (4,126: 25-35-50) — 
‘Juarez’ (WB) and ‘Secret Service’ 


(WB) (2d week). Nifty $17,000. Last 
week, swell $22,900. 
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PICTURE GROSSES 





Kyser Looks to $35,000 Record, S. F.; 
‘Chips’ Smash 126, ‘Girls’ Fair $7,500 


+ 





San Francisco, June 27. 

Every record for the Golden Gate 
theatre since its opening here 22 
years ago is expected to be shattered 
by Kay Kyser’s band, currently on 
its stage. The success of Kyser is all 
the more remarkable since he’s com- 
peting with the exposition. Only 
other first-run.on Market street do- 
ing exceptional business this week, 
during which the expo ts holding its 
big summer opening, is ‘Chips’. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75) — 
‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB) and ‘Un- 
dercover Doctor’ (Par), dual. Skid- 
ding to $10,000. Last week, ‘Kokomo’ 
(WB) and ‘Lady From Nowhere’ 
(Par) got blah $12,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-65) 
— ‘Big Town Czar’ (U) and Kay 
Kyser stage show. The Gate ex- 
expects to hit $35,000, all-time high 
for the theatre. House upped admish 
to 65c. top for this week. Last week 








‘12 Crowded Hours’ (RKO) and 
vaudeville got good $16,000. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55) — 
‘Good Girls to Paris’ (Col) and ‘Out- 
side Walls’ (Col), dual. The Melvyn 
Douglas-Joan Blondell picture very 
well liked. Sce moderate $7,500. 
Last week, ‘Clouds Over Europe’ 
(Col) and ‘House of Fear’ (U), dual, 
got scary $6,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75) — ‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Jones 
Family in Hollywood’ (20th), dual. 
Too many dime days at Fair have 
prevented this swell kid show from 
doing better than $14,000. Last week, 
‘Gracie Allen Case’ (Par) and ‘Goril- 
la’ (20th), dual, got unimportant 
$6,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC). (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Chips’ (M-G). Surefire hit, 
seeing record $12,000 for house. 
Greer Garson already known here 
for her excellent work in a radio 
dramatization of ‘Chips’ on radio 
a pee that saluted the visiting 

ing and Queen from England. Last 
payee ‘Juarez’ (WB) (4th week), big 


6,000. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
55-65) — ‘Captain Fury’ (UA) (2d 
week). Headed for satisfactory $8,000. 
Last week, okay $9,000. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 
—- ‘Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Get Away 
Murder’ (WB). Competish from Kay 
Kyser at nearby Golden Gate is 
hurting Warfield considerably. Poor 
$9,000 ahead. Last week, ‘Susannah’ 
(20th) and ‘Chan in Reno’ (20th) did 
bad $3,000. 


‘TARZAN’ DUAL HEFTY 





$8,000 IN FAIR L’VILLE 





Louisville, June 27. 

Weather more settled now but 
films aren’t particularly good and 
takings are fair. Outdoor diversions 
are making it tough for the down- 
town houses, although some biz is 
drawn to the air-conditioned spots. 

Pacing is ‘Tarzan’ on dual at 
Loew’s State. ‘Susannah’ at the Ri- 
alto running below previous Temple 
pictures, while ‘Kokomo’ at the 
Mary Anderson, singly, will do fair- 
ly well. ‘5 Came Back,’ on a twin 
at the Strand, well liked by critics, 
but street construction work crimp- 
ing biz. 

Estimates for This Week 
Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,500; 15-30-40)—‘San Francisco’ 
(M-G) (reissue). Clark Gable- 
Jeanette MacDonald-Spencer Tracy 
opus won't shake the town this time. 
Aiming at mild $1,800. Last week, 
‘Invitation’ (Par) and ‘Undercover 
oa eee. (Par) (2d run) dual, okay 


Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Dark Victory’ (WB) and ‘Man of 
Conquest’ (Rep), dual, split with 
‘Never Say Die’ (Par) and ‘Basker- 
villes’ (20th), dual. Looks set for 
medium $1,400. Last week, ‘Mis- 
souri’ (Par) and ‘Everybody's Baby’ 
(20th), average $1,500. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40 )—‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Missing 
Daughters’ (Col), dual. Well liked, 
with lines at the wicket long before 
opening time. Indications are for 
okay $8,000. Last week, ‘Capt. Fury’ 
(UA) and ‘Blind Alley’ (Col), dual, 
pretty good $6,000. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Kokomo’ (WB). Looks 
to satisfactory $4,000, fair enough 
considering the weather, etc. Last 
week, ‘Get Away Murder’ (WB), 
mild $2,800. 

Rialte (Fourth Avenue) (3,000: 
15-30-40) — ‘Susannah’ (20th) and 
‘Could Happen to You’ (20th), dual. 
Potentially good b. 0. but results not 
up to expectations, Shirley Temple 
not packing the healthy b. o. wallop 
usually expected of her pictures. 
Fairish $5,200. Last week, ‘Sun 
Never Sets’ (U) and ‘Zenobia’ (UA), 
dual, mild $4,500. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
15-30-40 )—‘5 Came Back’ (RKO) and 
‘Girl From Mexico’ (RKO), dual. 
Pointing to light $2,800. Last week, 
‘Ex-Champ’ (U) and ‘House of Fear’ 
(U), dual, fair $3,100. 


Those Hats—Again 





Philadelphia, June 27. 

With the trend in femme head- 
gear upward and outward, many 
houses here are digging out 
their old ‘courtesy trailers’ or 
ordering new ones to deal with a 
problem once thought dead. 

New bonnets, which in some 
cases carry a trylon and peris- 
phere motif, are causing males 
who get behind them to articu- 
late audibly and managers to 
think about new forms of ‘Re- 
move Your Hat’ campaigns. 


‘Fury’ to Cleveland’s 
Liking at $10,000 But 


‘Heaven’-Vaude $14,000, 
Great, in Healthy Denver 


Denver, June 27. 

The bright side prevails this week 
all along the line. Topping the town 
and nabbing the biggest take it’s had 
this year is the Denver with ‘East 
Side Heaven’ and all-girl stage show. 
Others registering well are ‘Invita- 
tion’ and ‘Juarez,’ second-running at 
the Aladdin, running up the biggest 
b.o. at the house in 32 weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 




















- ? 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— S C&S 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (2d run). Hitting They Don't avvy e ° 
smash biz at $5,250. Last week ’An- 
gels Have Wings’ (Col) (2d run). Cleveland, June 27. 
Very good at $4,500. | Night baseball, Rotary ice revue at 

Denham (Cockrill} (1,750; 25-35- | Arena and free vaude shows at 
40)—‘Invitation’ (Par) (2d week). |amusement parks are latest factors 
Solid at $4500 and earns another | slaughtering downtown houses, de- 


holdover. Last week, well above | spite influx of conventioners and a 
average with $8,000. |few cool days. Grosses are either 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-40)— | okay or under the sink. 


‘East Side Heaven’ (U) plus stage 
show. Biggest figure for house this | 
year at $14,000. Last week ‘Juarez’ 
(WB) led the town wrth $11,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 


Hogging most of the biz is ‘Captain 
Fury,’ putting State in foreground so 
| steadily that a moveover to Stillman 
\is inevitable. Palace gave ‘Mikado’ a 

good shove-off with a packed pre- 
—‘Tarzan’ (M-G) and ‘Aimost a Gen- | view but not getting enough Sa- 
tleman’ (RKO), dual. Big trade, but | voyard fans to hit the average mark. 
too many kids at a dime to push| ‘Susannah’ running up a much 
gross up beyond $6,500. Last week | stronger play at Hipp: others so-so, 
‘Five Came Back’ (RKO) and ‘Girl Estimates for This Week 
from Mexico’ (RKO), dual, below Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
average, $7,000. | 35)—‘Conquest’ (Rep) and ‘SOS Ti- 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— dal Wave’ (Rep). First is second- 
‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Can’t Get Away | runner that’s going sweetly for $2,500 
With Murder’ (WB). Fine $4,500. |in full stanza. Last week ‘Racketeers’ 
Last week ‘Gorilla’ (20th) and ‘Blind | Range’ (RKO) and ‘Wanted Scotland 
Alley’ (Col), dual. did well at $4,000, | Yard’ (Mono) landed fair $800 in 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Angels | three days. 

Have Wings’ (Col) (3d run) and ‘It Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55)— 
Could Happen to You’ (20th), dual. | ‘Missing Daughters’ (Col). Staying in 























F.P. Combines 2 Branches 


Regina, Sask., June 27. 

Famous Players-Canadian Corp. 
amalgamating Winnipeg and Calgary 
exchange districts into one, with 
Winnipeg, Man., as h.q. E. A. Zoren, 
district manager of Calgary, gets new 
post as western district supervisor, 
succeeding Frank Kershaw, who held 
title and post at Winnipeg. Kershaw 
goes to Ontario. 














Powerful at $2,000. Last week | middle groove, $3,500, but may be 
and ‘Trapped in the Sky’ (Col), dual, | Wings’ (Col) on a h.o. clicked com- 
grossed well above average at $2,500. tim stronger than some firsts, 
Hipp (Warner) 463,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—Susannah’ (20th). Just juve s 
F. P.-Can Convenes July 24 
$9,500. Last week ‘Lincoln’ (20th) 
couldn’t take humidity in spite of top 
Winnipeg, June 27. notices of season. Barely $6,000, 
killing chance of a shift-over to 
of Famous Players (Canadian) com- : 
pany have been set for July 24-27,| Palace (RKO) (3.200; 30-35-42-55) 
, : —‘Mikado’ (UA). Too highbrow for 
held this year at Niagara Falls, On- this stand, lots of walkouts by muggs 
tario, and attended by all FP house| who couldn’t get it, spelling $7,500; 
couver, | ‘Kokomo’ (WB) took the highest 
Many subjects will be mulled, with | dive, $4,500, way below previous 
one expected to be the new Western | /OWS. F ’ 
setup of the chain, in regards to the| State (Loew s)_ (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
natives’ summer alley and lending 
itself to heavy ballyhoo, it’s the only 
pix drawing any kind of matinee 
crowds that should count up to $10,- 
Happiness’ (Par) by a miracle 
caught $9,500 because of no com- 
petish. 
Stillman (Loew’s) (1,972; 30-35-42- 
for well liked, heavy grosser, $3,500. 
Earned fine $7,000 on second. stanza 
and $16,000 on break-in at State, a 
record approached only a couple of 
* a 
Inside Stufl—Pictures 
Muriel Denison, author of the juve book on which Shirley Temple's 
current ‘Susannah of the Mounties’ is based, took many of the events of 
the story from her own childhood. Daughter of the Minister of Education 
held in the barracks of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police. 
Understood that if ‘Mounties’ clicks, 20th-Fox will continue the Susannah 
character for its moppet star, in which case it would use the two sequels, 
‘Susannah of the Yukon’ and ‘Susannah at Boarding School.’ Author is 


‘Washington Square’ (20th) (3d run) | yanked. Last week ‘Angels Have 

but sold smartly enough to win 
Dates for the national convention 

Allen. 

managers from Halifax to Van-|not quite satisfactory. Last week 

Winnipeg area. —‘Capt. Fury’ (UA)). More down 
000, good. Last week ‘Invitation to 
55)—Mr. Chips’ (M-G). Third stay 
times this season. 

of the Northwest Territory, she lived at Regina, Sask., and attended school 

the wife of Merrill Denison, radio scripter and playwright. 





Harry Cohn, east on business, including the idea of meeting his new 
producer-director, Wesley Ruggles, upon latter’s arrival from Europe on 
Monday (26), dusts off the Frank Capra talk by stating, ‘I have an under- 
standing with Capra, If he can do better for himself, naturally that’s 
okay with me, excepting he’ll tell me his proposition, and if Columbia 
Pictures can match it, we have the first crack at it. Right now he’s still 
anes Columbia, despite all talk about setting up his own unit on another 
ot.’ 

Diplomatic breach between film studios and Los Angeles police grows 
wider and wider, Latest move is a ukase by Theatre Authority levying a 
$1,500 fine and suspension on any screen actor who identifies himself with 
the annual police show at the Coliseum. It follows the cops’ refusal to 
allot the customary 15% of the take to the Motion Picture Relief Fund in 
exchange for studio cooperation. Fight started last fall when Mayor 
Bowron cancelled hundreds of honorary police badges worn by film per- 
sonalities, 

Report from the Coast that Mrs. Barney Glazer (Sharon Lynn) would 
start separation proceedings ‘is denied. Couple are both in New York 


now where he is Working on plays, one of which (‘Saturday Night’) is 
slated to Broadway presentation in the fall. 











Katharine Hepburn said to be asking $125,000 for herself to re-create 
her ‘Philadelphia Story’ role in a film, and she wants $150,000 for the 


Philip Barry play rights. She also owns these, for re-sale to whichever 
major studio wants her. 





Mrs. Elizabeth Enright Gillham, wife of Robert Gillham of Paramount, 
won the Newberry Literary Award in San Francisco last week. Highest 
award in the field of children’s literature went to Mrs. Gillham for her 


contribution, ‘Thimble Summer.’ [Illustrations in the book also by the 
auther. 
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Hope- Kokomo Wow $16,000, Mpls.; : 
‘Juarez OK AG, Maisie’ Light 3G 





Invitation’ Slow $2,800, 
Lincoln; Shirley $2,200 


Lincoln, June 27. 

General b.o. lameness continues to 
dog theatre row here. Pace is said 
by all managers to be equal to the 
dullest orior to the blossom of the 
talkers in 1928. Most managers feel 
that price is not the answer, because 
cuts haven’t increased attendance. 

Currently, ‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
is best, though only moderate. 
‘Susannah,’ with Shirley Temple, 
hasn’t much chance even with school 
out and the kids free to go. ‘Fisher- 
man’s Wharf’ and ‘P-*--1 Without 
Bars’ are slowies. 

Estimates for This Week 

Colonial (NTI-Noble-Monroc) (750; 
10-15) —‘Smoke Tree Range’ (U) and 
‘Annapolis Salute’ (RKO), dual, 
split with ‘Trouble in Sundown’ 
(RKO) and ‘Men Are Such Fools’ 
(WB), dual. Fair $800. Last week, 
‘Singing Cowgirl’ (GN) and ‘Law of 
Underworld’ (RKO) dual, split with 
‘Night Spot’ (RKO) and ‘Western 
Caravans’ (Col), dual. N.s.g. $825. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
20-25)—‘Prison Without Bars’ (UA) 
and ‘Sky Giant’ (RKO), dual, split 
with ‘Newsboys Home’ (Mono) and 
‘Secret Service of Air’ (WB), dual. 
Light $1,800. Last week, ‘Ex-Champ’ 
(U) and ‘Hard to Get’ (WB), dual, 
fuirly good $2,300. 

Nebraska (LTC-Cooper) (1,236; 10- 
25-40)—‘Invitation’ (Par). Big ad 
pressure and fair campaign aren’t 
doing this one much good at $2,800. 
Last week, ‘Mikado’ (U) onened 
well, but slid badly; got $2,900, mod- 
erate. 

Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,$00; 10-25- 
35)—‘Susannah’ (20th). Bad $2,200. 
I-st week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th) light 
$2,400. 

Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-20- 
25) — ‘Fisherman’s Wharf’ (RKO). 
Slim $1,500. Last week, ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ (RKO) didn’t do badly, $2,300, 


FURY’ LEADS 
HUB, $30,500 


Boston, June 27. 

‘Captain Fury’ is leading healthily 
in a field of mediocre bills, ‘Mikado’ 
surprisingly good in holdover at 
Memorial, and ‘Susannah’ not up to 
usual Shirley Temple b.o. standard. 

Estimates for This Week 

. Boston (RKO) (3,200; 20-3Q0;40)— 
‘Spirit of Culver’ (U) (2d run) and 
‘Rookie Cop’ (RKO), dual, three 
days; ‘Man of Conquest’ (Rep) (2d 
run) and ‘Secret Service of Air’ 
(WB) (2d run), dual, two days; 
‘Dodge City’ (WB) (3d run), ‘Adven- 
tures Jane Arden’ (WB) (2d run), 
dual, two days. Will take around 
$6,000, okay. Last week, “Tumble- 
weeds’ (Astor) (reissue) and ‘Fixer 
Dugan’ (RKO), dual, with vaude, 
three days; ‘Blackwell's Island’ (WB) 
(3d run) and ‘Castles’ (RKO) (3d 
run), dual, two days; ‘Baskervilles’ 
(3d run) (20th) and ‘Winner Take 
All’ (20th) (3d run), dual, two days, 
$7,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Streets of 
N. Y.’ (Mono), dual. Medium $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Prison Without Bars’ 
(UA) and ‘Some Like Hot’ (Par), 
dual, $5,200. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- 
35-40-55 )—‘Mikado’ (U) (2d week) 
and ‘For Love Money’ (U), dual. 
Aiming at good $12,500. Last week, 
‘Mikado’ (U) and ‘Sorority House’ 
(RKO), dual, good $16,300. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55 )—‘Susannah’ (20th) and ‘Chan 
in Reno’ (20th), dual. Below aver- 
age $13,000. Last week, ‘Invitation’ 
(Par) and ‘Undercover Doctor’ 
(Par), dual, ordinary $13,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—Capt. Fury’ (UA) and ‘6,000 
Enemies’ (M-G), dual. Strong $16,- 
000. Last weck, ‘Wonderful World’ 











(M-G) and ‘Missing Daughters’ 
(Col), dual, $14,500. 
Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 


40-55 )—‘Kokomo’ (WB) and ‘Streets 
of N. Y.’ (Mono), dual. Medium 
$6,500. Last week, ‘Prison With Bars’ 
(UA) and ‘Some Like Hot’ (Par), 
dual, $7,000. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538: 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Prison With Bars’ (2d run) (UA) 
and ‘Seme Like Hot’ (Par) (2d run), 
dual. Looks to $4,500. Last week, 
‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d run) and ‘Un- 
married’ (Par), dual, $5,000. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55 )— 
‘Capt. Fury’ (UA) and ‘6,000 En- 
emies’ (M-G). dual. Very good $14,- 
500. Last week, ‘Wonderful World’ 
(M-G) and ‘Missing Daughters’ 
(Col), dual, $11,500. 





Minneapolis, June 27. 

It has taken Bob Hope and a bang. 
up show to bring local theatre biz 
back to life here again after its long 
slumber, With this array, Orpheum 
should gross nearly as much as was 
pulled by all the loop first-run 
houses combined last week. Biz par- 
ticularly remarkable considering the 
blistering weather. 

There’s boxoffice ammunition else- 
where, too, namely ‘Juarez’ at the 
State. ‘Juarez’ will breeze through 
to considerable profit despite the 
tough Orpheum opposition. 

More stage shows are in prospect 
for the Orpheum during the ensuing 
two months, including a Major 
Bowes’ unit next week, and Rudy 
Vallee and Paul Whiteman in Aue 
gust. 

Estimates for the Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Hotel Imperial’ (Par) and ‘Jones 
Family’ (20th), dual, split with ‘Girl 
and Gambler’ (RKO) and ‘Nancy 
Drew, Trouble ‘Shooter’ (WB), dual. 
Looks like fair $1,400. Last week, 
‘Boy Friend’ (20th) and ‘Sweep- 
stakes Winner’ (WB), dual, split 
with ‘Heritage of Desert’ (Par) and 
aon Who Dared’ (WB), dual, $1,300, 
air, 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40) —‘Maisie’ (M-G) enroute to 
light $3,000. Last week ‘Sun Never 
Sets’ (U), $3,200. 

Gopher (Par-Singer) (998; 25) — 
‘Gracie Allen Case’ (Par). Mixed 
comment on this one. Cast names 
not so forte for boxoffice. Poor 
$1,200 indicated. Out afier five days, 
‘Gorilla’ (20th) replacing tomorrow 
(Wednesday). Last week, ‘Bridal 
Suite’ (M-G), $2,800, fair. Eat: « 

Granada (Par) (900; 25-35) -» 
‘Washington Square’ (20th) split 
with ‘Union Pacific’ (Par). First 
neighborhood showings. Headed for 
good $3,000. Last week, ‘Dodge City’ 
(WB) $2,400, okay. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,300; 35 
40-55)—‘Kokomo’ (WB) and Bob 
Hope unit on stage. Hope pullin 
‘em in. Brisk $16,000, but may eek 
terrific $20,000 with a weather bres 
ae week, ‘Lincoln’ (20th), $3,200, 
ad. 

State (Par-Singer) (2.300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Juarez’ (WB). Heavy newspae 
per advertising campaign, plus erie 
tics’ and customers’ raves helping, 
Cast names and general acclaim 
should carry picture over to th@ 
Century for second loop week 
Pointing toward good $8.500. Las 
week, ‘East Side Heaven’ (U), $7,600, 

Time (Gillman) (290; 25-35) 
‘Mayerling’ (French-made) (2d run 
(3d week). Mild $600 indicated. La 
week, $800, satisfactory after $800 
first week. 


‘HOT’-ELLINGTON 106, 
LEAD IN TEPID BALTO 


Baltimore, June 27. 

Tepid product and h.o.’s having 
effect all around here with taking 
below ar. Some _ improvemen 
looked for with influx of Shriners 
this week for annual convention, but 
deluxers not inclined to start county 
ing extra profits yet, claiming parade 
and sidewalk entertainment portions 
of shindig may have a negative 
rather than helpful effect. 

Combo Hipp with ‘Some Like It 
Hot’ and p.a. of Duke Ellingto 
leading the lethargic parade. Mil 
interest also indicated for ‘Maisie’ at 
Loew’s C ‘Susannah’ at the 





entury. 
New way below previous Shirley 
Temples. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000: 15, 
25-40)—‘Maisie’ (M-G). Uneventful 
going at $6,000. Last week, ‘Tarzan’ 
(M-G) held up mildly to $6,400. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Some Like It 
Hot’ (Par) plus Duke Ellington orch, 
Leading town in unexciting fashion 
to fairish $10,000. Last week, ‘Five 
Came Back’ (RKO) and Gene Krupa 
held up steadily for nice $11,700. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
25-35-40) — ‘Invitation to Happiness’ 
(Par) (3d week). Starts its third 
session tonight (Tues.) after fairish 
total of $9,400 to date, $4,500 of it 
last week. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581: 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Susannah’ (20th). Not up to 
previous Temple takes with only 
mild $3,500. st week, ‘Chan in 
Reno’ (20th) very sluggish at $2,700. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-35-40- 
55)—‘Juarez’ (WB) (3d week). Hold- 
ing in fairish style with $5,000 to be 
added to previous okay total of 


“a Pesiy Lene 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Clark Gable and Joan Crawford 
are slated as a co-starring team in 
‘Not Too Narrow, Not Too Deep’ at 
Metro. 











Picture is skedded for an eerly 
autumn start. 
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NEED A HIT LIKE THIS RIGHT NOW!... 


Look for peak midwinter grosses... BECAUSE 
IT’S AS BIG A LAUGH SHOW AS THE SCREEN 
HAS KNOWN! ... Joyous Ginger a new delight 
in every scene as the shopgirl “mother” of a 
doorstep foundling...David Niven every girl’s 
new “boy friend” from now on! .. . Brilliant 
dialog... Hilarious embarrassments... glowing 
drama ...A touch of jittermania and a whole 
world of exciting glamour in a romance that 
will make you tingle all over! 


| 
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PANDRO S. BERMAN 


IN CHARGE OF PRODUCTION 
SCREEN PLAY BY NORMAN KRASNA 
STORY BY FELIX JACKSON 
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Parliament Confirms Withdrawal 


Of Britain's Excise Duty as Simon 
Plans to Restore Former Taxes 








London, June 27. 


Sir John Simon’s promise to drop 
excise film duties was confirmed last 
week by Parliament. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer also tabled further 
amendments restoring the former 
rates of import duty on film stock 
but with the difference that 10c. per 
foot must be paid on first prints, 
whether positive or negative, and 2c. 
for subsequent footage. Previous 
customs rate was 10c. only on nega- 
tive stock. This change is due for 
ratification when the committee re- 
sumes sessions tomorrow (Wednes- 
day). 

The Chancellor admitted the pro- 
posed boosts were a mistake and 
would have operated unfairly, par- 
ticularly on newsreels. The Chan- 
cellor on Wednesday (21) told the 
House of Commons that the different 
circumstances under which the ex- 
cise duty would have to be applied 
prompted his conclusion that this 
portion of the taxation should be 
dropped. He also said that the pro- 
posed customs duty would need 
other corresponding minor adjust- 
ments. These are the taxes sched- 
uled to be acted on tomorrow. 


U.S. distributors in Great Britain 
had bitterly opposed the excise duty. 
They claimed that the taxes, never 
applied to them here before, would 
cost eight U.S. major companies 
nearly $5,000,000 annually to do busi- 
ness in England, nearly twice as 
much as previously. 


The tax figured to cost an Ameri- 
can film company $9,600 for each 
feature distributed in Great Britain, 
on basis of 40 prints needed per sub- 
ject. Proposed import duty was to 
have been 12c. per foot for positive 
or negative first prints, and 4c. a 
foot on all subsequent prints. 








U. S. Pix Hails Move 


Elimination of excise taxes and in- 
dication that proposed higher duties 
would be abandoned were hailed by 
picture company executives in New 
York as a sensible solution of the 
problem which threatened to cripple 
the entire film business in Great 
Britain. It would have hit exhibi- 
tors, producers and distributors, with 
American interests suffering in the 
two latter categories because they 
have financed or done the bulk of 
costly production in Great Britain. 

Regarded here as a victory for F. W. 
Allport, Hays rep in England, and 
D. E. Griffiths, First National’s man- 
ager in England and head of the 
Kinematograph Renters Society (dis- 
tribs), both active in the battle 
against the taxes. 


French Pathe Trustees 
Denied Judgment in N. Y.| se 


Supreme court justice William T. 
Collins in N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday) 
refused to enter a summary judg- 
ment in favor of Maurice Manger 
and Marcel Coutant, as t-ustees and 
receivers of the French Pathe 
Cinema, against Harold Auten. The 
judge declared that the issues at 
stake should be tried. 

The plaintiffs claim that or April 
29, 1933, they entered into a contract 
with Auten for him to act as their 
exclusive agent io sell the American 
rights to seven pictures. He was to 
account to them weekly. They assert 
that he has refused to pay, and they 








seek $197,000, an injunction to pre-|, 


vent further distribution and dam- 
ages. 

Auten has filed a counter action 
for $17,500, representing a 10% com- 


mission to which he claims he’s en- 3 


titled for having secured all RKO 
product for France on behalf of the 
plaintiffs in the 1933-34 season.. A 
total of $175,000 was paid for the 
product. As a separate defense, he 


asserts that the plaintiffs assigned | 


all their rights to the seven films to 
Devon Films Corp., and no longer 
possess any rights to them. 


Shathin In for Huddles 


Michael Shathin, managing di- 
rector for Warner Bros. in Japan, is 
in New York for homeoffice huddles. 

He probably will return t» his post 
early next week. 














{LOCOCO OF ARGENTINA 


IN U.S. FOR 1ST TIME 


Clemente Lococo, head of the 
theatre circuit of 13 houses in Ar- 
gentina bearing his name, arrived 
in New York Monday (26) on his 
first visit to the U. S. Lococo 
will stay in this country until Sep- 
tember. He goes to the Coast in July 
for a studio once-over, as he is also a 
Latin-American producer and head 
of the EFA (Establecimiento Filma- 
dores Argentina). 


Attempts to nationalize the film 
industry in Argentina have quieted 
down and proposed legislation with- 
drawn for the time being. Feeling 
against American film interests has 
virtually disappeared, according to 
Lococo. There are two big theatre 
circuits in Argentina and they are 
both doing business with American 
distributors. 


Guy P. Morgan, general manager 
for United Artists in Paraguay and 
Argentina arrived in New York 
Monday (26) for homeoffice huddles 
and a brief vacation. 


U.S. GETS 188 
FRENCH VISAS 


ee 








Paris, June 27. 
Government decree, usually passed 
each year about this time, has been 
handed down covering handling of 
visas for pictures. U. S. gets the 
same number as usual, 188, includ- 
ing all companies. 


A new rule decrees that visas be 
issued annually instead of twice a 
year (when half were distributed 
every six months). 

The decree, which becomes effec- 
tive July 1, limits the number of 
dubbed features each foreign nation 
may exhibit in France. All dubbing 


must be done in studios located in 
French territory. 





Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 





‘Me and M Girl,’ Victoria Pal 
—Dec. 16, 37. . gs — 


‘s aia Octopus,’ Queens—Sept, 14, 


‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess — 
Sept. 20, '38. 

‘Geneva,’ Saville—Nov. 22, '38. 
‘Under Your Hat,’ Palace—Nov. 24, 


Design for Living,’ Haymarket— 
Jan. 25, 39. 


‘Tony Draws a Horse,’ Comedy— 
Jan. 26, '39. 


‘Black and Blue,’ Hippodrome — 
March 8, '39. - 


‘Gate Revue,’ 
March 9, ’39. 


‘The Man in Half Moon Street,’ 
New—March 22, ’39. 


‘Dancing Years,’ 
March 23, '39. 


‘When We Are Married,’ Prince’s 
—March 27, ’39. 


‘The Doctor’s Dilemma,’ White- 
hall—March 28, '39. 


‘The Women,’ Lyric—April 20. 
a Little Revue,’ Little—April 21, 


Ambassadors — 


Drury Lane — 


‘Intruder,’ Wyndham’s—May 3, ’39. 
_ Wedding,’ Piccadilly—May 


5 eee,’ Duke of York’s—May 9, 
‘Bridge Head,’ Westminster—May 
10, °39 


‘Grouse in June,’ 
16, ’39. 
— Living,’ 


Criterion—May 
. Kingway, May 
‘Behold the Bride,’ Shaftesbury, 


May 23, ’ 
‘Of Mice and Men,’ Apollo—May 


24, 
‘Only Yesterday,’ Playhouse—May 


‘Rhondda Roundabout,’ Globe— 
May 31, ’39. 
‘To Kill a Cat,’ Aldwych—June , 3 


39. 
St. Martin’s— 
June 14, ’39 





‘Bridge of Sighs,’ 
‘After the Dance,’ St. James—June 
21, ’39. 





Del Rio Weeper 


Mexico City, June 27. 

‘Santa,’ the story of a  prostie, 
which has made three generations of 
Mexicans weep, is to again be filmed. 
It was first done, with Antonio Mo- 
reno starred, in 1930, and was the 
initial Mexican talker. This time, 
Dolores del Rio will play the name 
part. 





Pedro Calderon will produce. He 
made ‘La Zandunga,’ which was 
Lupe Velez’s vehicle, Production 


starts here in July. 


Munro Discredits 
Report Hoyts-GUT 
Feud Hits Distribs 


Charles Munro, managing director 
of Hoyts, Australia, takes issue with 
reports printed in the American 
press, that restrictive legislation 
adopted by the New South Wales 
government against distributors was 
brought about by rivalry between 
Hoyts and Greater Union circuits. 
On the contrary it had nothing to 
do with it, he says. The new law 
was requested by the Motion Picture 
Exhibitors Assn. of New So. Wales, 
according to Munro. 

The Australian exec also refutes 
reports that Hoyts has monopolized 
product. ‘We have never had more 
film than we could use in New South 
Wales,’ he says. ‘All the product 
we have contracted for in the past 
we needed and exhibited.’ 

Munro and M. G. Sloman, a di- 
rector of Hoyts, are remaining in 
New York until August, closing 
product deals. 


WADDELL SEEN AS AID 
TO U. S. FILMS IN SPAIN 


Arrival of U. S. Ambassador Wad- 
dell in Spain was viewed as highly 
constructive by the American film 
business. Noted for his shrewd 
moves when ambassador in Argen- 
tina, he now is on a swing around 
Spain and is counted on by film ex- 
ecutives to figure heavily in opening 
up the country to the picture trade. 

He is described by N. Y. picture 
officials as being intensely picture- 
minded. 


British Accent on Youth 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Mickey Rooney and Virginia Weid- 
ler pay their first visit to England 
next month to play in Metro’s ‘Yank 
at Eton.’ 
Shooting starts early in August on 
studio’s Denham lot. 


Post-Mpls. 
































(Continued from page 3) 





probably begin with Alexander Kor- 
da’s ‘Four Feathers’ the beginning 
of August. Since the UA problem 
of selling hinges on consideration of 


1 individual merits, although they may 


be had in a group, percentage splits, 
dates and booking terms are care- 
fully being gone into before the deal 
is signatured. 

Shea-WB Deal 

Vincent McFaul (Paramount-Shea 
houses) has returned to Buffalo fol- 
lowing Paramount home office con- 
ferences and closing of a product 
deal with Warner Bros., one of most 
important for WB so far this season. 
McFaul, for Publix-Shea circuit in 
the Buffalo territory, took the WB 
product 100% for °39-40, including 
features, shorts, and trailers. He 
concluded deal in N. Y. with Roy 
Haines, eastern sales manager. 
Haines subsequently left on a tour 
of exchanges, 

Nate Goldstein, Massachusetts part- 
ner of Par, and Tracy Barham, latter 
over Ohio, Kentucky and West Va., 
also were in, principally for h.o. con- 
fabs. Barham has carryover film 
deals with most of the companies for 
1939-40. 

J. H. Cooper, midwest partner, 
who lives in the east, returned from 
a short trip to Chicago with E. Paul 
Phillips, theatre realty head, on 
Monday (26). Joe Philipson, repre- 
senting Cooper’s interests at the h.o., 
got in during the week from another 





trip to midwest. 


New Yank-Japan Com Accord May 
Be Snagged by U. 


5. Beef on Tientsin 





PROMOTED AT RKO PIX 


Nat Liebskind, who was promoted 
last week to be RKO supervisor for 
Brazil, Chile and Peru, underwent 
an operation for an abcess at the 
Fifth Avenue hospital, Thursday 
(23). He was reported recuperating 
nicely this week. Liebskind also re- 
mains manager in Argentine. 

Leon Britton was promoted to 
supervisor of Dutch East Indies, 
Straits Settlements, India and Cey- 
lon, these being added to his duties 
as supervisor of Japan, Philippines 
and China, 

Phil Reisman, RKO foreign man- 
ager, who announced the promo- 
tions, celebrated 25 years in the film 
business last week. He announced 
a year’s foreign sales drive to start 
Aug. 1. 


DELAY NAMING 
OF MPDA CHIEF 


Naming of a successor to the spot 
held by Sir Victor Wilson, head of 


the Motion Picture Distributors’ 
Assn, in Australia, probably will be 
delayed for several weeks until all 
managing directors of American ma- 
jor companies return to Sydney. 
Many now are just leaving the U. S. 
or enroute to Australia after hud- 
dles at homeoffices in N. Y. 

Wilson steps out Friday (30) and 
the office will be run by the secre- 
tary of the association and his staff 
until a new MPDA president is 
chosen. 

No man from New York will be 
picked for the spot, although sev- 
eral are reported after the job. In- 
dustry executives in this country 
admittedly prefer an Australian with 
politico strength. 


IST MINIMUMS SLATED 
FOR MEX. PIC PLAYERS 


Mexico City, June 27. 

Though Mexican picture producers 
are going in strong for economy, 
they have established for the first 
time minimum daily wages for Mexi- 
can players. Rates are: principals, 
$20; second and third class part 
players, $15 and $5, and bit pecple, 
$3. 

Production chiefs have been abol- 
ished and such artisans as carpenters 
and electricians are hired on a for- 
the-production basis instead of at a 
daily wage. 

One big cooperative to boost Mexi- 
can film production, to include play- 
ers and technicians, is being organ- 
ized by the National Picture Studios 
Workers’ Union. Minimum of two 
pictures a month are to be pro- 
duced, 

Union has asked the government’s 
National Workers and _ Industrial 
Bank for cash backing. Understood 
the bank likes the idea. 




















Cochran Dickers 


For London Casino 


London, June 27. 
Charles B. Cochran is reported 
quietly dickering with A. E. Abra- 
hams to return to the London Pa- 
vilion with a musical show. 
The Pavilion is under lease to 
United Artists. 





Gregg’s World Survey 


E. S. Gregg, Electrical Research 
Products, Inc., foreign manager, left 
Sunday (25) for four-month inspec- 
tion tour of company activities in 
the Far East. He sails from San 
Francisco June 30. 

Gregg is due in Tokyo about July 
14, itinerary including stops in 
China, Philippines, Malay States, 
Australia, New Zealand and Dutch 
East Indies. Will not return until 





LIEBSKIND AND BRITTON! 





Diplomatic representations by the 
American Government in the tick. 
lish Tientsin situation in Ching 
were viewed this week by U.S. pic. 
ture officials as possibly delaying 
present plans to secure any new 
money-impounding plan from Japan, 
U. S. companies had hoped to ob. 
tain some setup similar to the three. 
year agreement arranged for the re. 


moval last year of some $800,000 in 
rental coin from Japan. This new 
impounding arrangement would 


cover rentals collected on some 240 
features shipped to Japan during 
the final quarter of last year. 

With tension increasing in Tient- 
sin, there was considerable anxiety 
in film circles over what American 
moves might be interpreted as anti- 
Japanese, with the resultant snag of 
any new money-removal pact 
whereby coin collected on the re- 
cent shipment of pictures might be 
withdrawn from Japan. 

It required considerable tact to 
set up the arrangement for withe- 
drawing $800,000 rental money, 
originally ‘frozen’ in Japan. This 
coin is deposited in the Yokohama 
Specie Bank, San Francisco, in es- 
crow, for a period of three years, 
At the expiration of this period, the 
money will be divided proportion- 
ately by the companies, on the basis 
of their individual business. 

American picture companies fa- 
vor a similar pact, particularly if it 
could be linked with arrangements 
for permitting the distribution of 
addition films in Japan. There is 
no chance of outright money with- 
drawal because of Japan’s urgent 
need for funds to be employed for 
military purposes, 


EASE OF WAR SCARE 
BUILDS AUSSIE B.0.5 


Sydney, June 6. 

With the ease in the European war 
scare biz has improved here. 

‘Darling Daughter’ (WB) has been 
smash and is tipped to hold over 
several weeks. ‘Gunga Din’ (RKO) 
is socko, ‘Idiot’s Delight’ (M-G) 
doubtful, ‘Let Us Live’ (Col) mod- 
erate, ‘Oklahoma Kid’ (WB) good, 
‘Blockheads’ (M-G) bright, ‘Storm 
Over Bengal’ (BEF) okay, ‘Cafe So- 
ciety’ (Par) fair. Britishers include 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G), sixth month, 
‘Last Warning’ (U) and ‘Sweepstakes 
Winner’ (WB) holding well. 











Melbourne Up 
Melbourne, June 6. 

Solid lineup boosting biz. Larry 
Adler, together with ‘Little Miss 
Broadway’ (20th), is sock. ‘Citadel’ 
(M-G) holding well for extended 
b.o, Others include ‘Cowboy and 
Lady’ (UA), ‘Storm Over Bengal’ 
(BEF), ‘Man’s Castle’ (Col), ‘Stolen 
Life’ (Par), ‘Chedworth’ (BEF), 
‘Pygmalion’ (M-G), sixth month. 





Auckland OK 
Auckland, N. Z., June 6. 

‘Gunga Din’ (RKO), ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G), ‘Great Waltz’ (M-G), “Three 
Smart Girls’ (U), ‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par), ‘Topper Takes Trip’ (UA), 
‘Snow White’ (RKO) play.ng stix to 
good results, 





Dickinson, Reddin Back 
To Eng. After Par Parley 


C. G. Dickinson, sales manager for 
Paramount in Great Britain, sails to- 
day (Wednesday) for London. Ac- 
companying him is Tony Reddin, ade 
vertising-publicity manager for Pa¥ 
in Great Britain. 

Pair came to the U. S. together 
and are returning home from the 
Pa. sales convention, held on the 
Coast last week. 





‘ 
Dance’ Just a Waltz 
London, June 27. 
‘After the Dance’ opened at the 
Saint James Wednesday night (21), 
but has a dubious boxoffice future 
despite its excellent reception here. 
Play has some clever comedy di- 


alog, unwinds slowly and ends on 
a high note. 





Toy-Wing OK, London 
London, June 27. 





Nov. 1. 


Toy and Wing went over nicely 
at the Palladium here last night 
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JESSE L. LASKY’S 
“GATEWAY TO HOLLYWOOD” 
TALENT-SEARCH DISCOVERIES! 


Your first chance to baliyhoo the boy and girl chosen from thousands through 
the great thirteen-week, coast-to-coast network quest for new screen person- 
alities!... HERE THEY ARE-companioned by a solid box-office cast...ina 
marvelous heart drama made from a spectacularly popular novel! A swell 
picture on its own—a double-barreled attraction with the “‘Gateway” victors! 
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JESSE L. LASKY’S 
Directed by Leigh Jason “GATEWAY TO HOLLYWOOD:4@ 


Produced by Robert Sisk 
Adaptation by Bert Granet - 
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MAN IN IRON MASK 


Hollywood, June 26. 


United Artists release of Edward Small 
production, Stars Louis Hayward and Joan 
Bennett; features Warren William, Joseph 
Schitdkraut, Alan Hale. Directed by James 
Whale. Screenplay by George Bruce, based 
upon novel by Alexander Dumas; musical 
director, Lud Gluskin; asst. director, Ed- 
gar Anderson; special effects, Howard An= 
derson; editor, Grant Whytock; camera, 
Robert Planck. Previewed at WB Holly- 





wood, June 26, '39. Running time: 110 
MINS. 

Louis XIV 

Philigme  § wcrcaseccessevses Louls Hayward 
Maria Theresa. .cccccccccecses Joan Bennett 
D’Artagnan. ..crcccccccores Warren William 
Fouquet..ceocrcoccccceses Joseph Schildkraut 
PorthoS. ..weccccsccccccsesenecsech Alan Hale | 
ATAMIB:s ov ccccccccdcccercccces Miles Mander 
AUNOB. os cececccccoccccccecccccos Bert Roach 
CalDOe . oi vcctvosccocressss Walter Kingsford | 
Mile. de la Valliere..........Marian Martin 
Spanish Ambassador.........Montagu Love | 
Queen ANNE. ......ccecccccess Doris Kenyon 
EMIS FEF bi506 cc nkteincacscesd Albert Dekker 
Commandant of Bastille..... William Boyle 





Picturization of Alexander Dumas’ 
classic, presented for the first time 
in film form, is a highly entertaining 
adventure melodrama _ geared to 
catch a goodly quota of summer 


| 


trade. Edward Small has turned out | 


a well-mounted and splendid produc- 
tion that despite its length of 110 
minutes maintains a steadily absorb- 
ing pace which will amply hold at- 
tention. 


Picture carries exploitation possi- | 


bilities which may overcome the lack 
of marquee strength in top cast 
names. How much biz above normal 
the picture attracts will depend on 
the momentum given it via the ex- 
ploitation route in key bookings. It’s 


substantial entertainment for gen- 
eral appeal and satisfaction. 

Story has: a verve and romantic 
adventure in its historical legendary 
tale of dual heirship. to the throne 
of France. Used by Dumas as basis 
of his novel. D’Artagnan and the 
Three Musketeers reappear as stal- 
wart supporters of Philippe, twin 
brother of Louis 14th, who is tossed 
into the bastile with a fiendishly de- 
signed locked iron mask. Through 
D’Artagnan’s aid, Philippe reverses 
pla: . with Louis to rule his people 
understandingly, with Louis killed 
while wearing the mask of his own 


cone. 4 
‘Man in the Iron Mask’ carries ; 


through lengthy episodes with sus- 
penseful and sustaining interest. De- 
spite its underlying me »dramatic 
motive, picture holds lightness and 
romance, all neatly interwoven to 
—— good entertainment factors. 

ouis Hayward, carrying the dual 
role of the arrogant Louis 14th and 
the vigorously self-assured Philippe, 
gives one of the finest dual charac- 
terizations of the screen. He vividly 
contrasts the king’s personality, with 
its slight swish, with the manly and 
romantic attitude of tw'1 brother 
Philippe. Carrying out the compari- 
son to the fullest extent nossible in 
portrayals, Hayward further accen- 
tuates the difference in personalities 
by greatly widening the range of his 
voice inflections. It’s a fine acting 
performance. Joan Bennett, in bru- 
net headdress again, is capably ro- 
mantic as the Spanish princess. War- 
ren William is carefree and colorful 
as D’Artagnan, 

Court intrigue and crossfire are 
ably handled by the king-coddling 
and conniving Schildkraut and the 
sincerely honest Kingsford. Pair 
tangle throughout, but Kingsford 
wins in end for right to triumph. 
Balance of cast nicely selected and 
adequate. 

Script retains Dumas’ flair for ad- 
venturous intrigue during « color- 
ful period of French history, with 
romance and suspense competently 
blended to provide general, overail 
good entertainment. 

Direction by James Whale is ex- 
cellent, hitting a good pace at the 
start and mounting steadily with in- 
creased interest to acceptable and 
sympathetic conclusion. Picture is 
well mounted. With sets and crowd 
sequences not overdone to detract 
from the main action. Camera work 
is of high caliber and the process 
staff particularly meritorious. Mu- 
sical score underlying mos’ of action, 
by Lud Gluskin, catches attention 
and accentuate’ the dramatic tempo 
in particular sequences, where used, 
to exceptional advantage. 





Good Girls Go to Paris 


Columbia release of William Perlberg 
production, Stars Melvyn Douglas and 
Joan Blondell; features Walter Connolly, 

. Alan Curtis, Joan Perry. Directed by Alex- 
ander Hall. Screenplay, Gladys Lehman 
and Ken Englund, from original by Lenore 
Coffee ant Wm. Joyce Cowan; asst. direc- 
tor, William Mull; camera, Henry Freulich; 
editor, Al Clark; music, M. W, Stoloff. At 
Ralio City Music Hall, N. Y., week June 
22, ‘39. Running time: 75 MINS, 
Ronaid Brooke..........00: Melvyn Douglas 
Jenny Swanson 





TITTT TTY TT Trey Joan Blondell 
SGk DORA. ose csnsce eoccee Walter Connolly 
Tom DBrand.....6+6 eeecveceseses- Alan Curtis 
Sylvia Brand....... CO cccrcccecess Joan Perry 
Cara-inO Brand. ccccccccccccess Isabel Jeans 
Tel Davton...... e eee. Stanley Brown 
Pavl _Kingston.... ---Alexander D’Arcy 
eee Cecccccccccsers Henry Hunter 
Oy. BP. ceccccves S80en00 ee Clarence Kolb 
SHG cs occcsscceses beeceds Howard Hickman 





‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ might be 
subiitled ‘ihe college prof. and the 
waitress,’ or ‘Miss Fixit goes: to 
town.’ It’s one of those frothy ro- 
mantie farces, a bit on the wacky 
side, but reasonably well knit, thanks 
chiefly i9 good cutting and yeoman 
trouping. It can’t stand analysis 
much, but it pleases while you're 
there, which’ makes it all right for 
the summer b.o. Melvyn Douglas, 


Joan Biondell, Walter Connolly and 
the rest insure its cast values. 

Douglas is an exchange professor 
from London, and Miss Blondell waits 
on the students at the campus tea- 
room. A lurid front-page picture, 
showing a gal’s breach-of-promise 
settlement, establishes the premise 
that good girls can go to Paris also. 
By a series of overly involved and 
even more implausibly related 
events than appear on the screen, she 
doesn’t return to her hometown im 
Minnesota, but winds up in high 
society in New York. 

She discovers that Douglas’ fian- 
cee really loves somebody. else— 
convenient for the ultimate clinch— 
and that the apoplectic Connolly is 
really a softie if properly stroked. 
Alan Curtis is one of those story- 
book wastrel sons, but basically not 
such a crumb; Joan Perry, his 
spoiled sister, ditto basically; and so 
on down the line. Miss Blondell 
tries to square a $5,000 gambling 
debt for the kid, even though it 
makes her appear a_blackmailer; 
Miss Perry marries the family but- 
ler’s penurious son (a medico) and 
everything is Dixie. 

Director Alexander Hall has paced 
the farcical proceedings briskly and 
producer William Perlberg (who 
| now gets a solo title, whereas Harry 
;Cohn says he’s keeping his own 
name off the screen altogether) has 
given it a big league production 
aura, 
| There are a couple of promising 
new faces, notably Stanley Brown 
| aS undergraduate Dayton. Alan Cur- 
| tis is a sort of younger edition of 
Chester Morris, likewise vivid for 
| future screen opportunities. Joan 
| Perry has one of her bigger assign- 
{ments on the Columbia lot, and 
| shapes up nicely, figuratively and 
| literally, as the spoiled daughter of 
| the rich. Co-stars Douglas and Miss 
Blondell, with Connolly’s ever sure- 
fire trouping, do much to hold every- 
thing together, as do Howard Hick- 
man (butler) and Clarence Kolb in 
character bits. Abel. 


NAUGHTY BUT NICE 


(WITH SONGS) 


Warner Bros. release of Sam Bischoff pro- 
duction; Hal B, Wallis, executive producer. 
| Stars Ahn Sheridan, Dick Powell; features 
Gale Page, Helen Broderick. Directed by 
Ray Enright. Original screenplay by Rich- 
ard Macaulay and Jerry Wald; songs, 
Harry Warren and Johnny Mercer; arrange- 
ments, Ray Heindorf; musical director, 
Leo F. Forbstein; camera, Arthur L. Todd; 





editor, Thomas Richards. At Palace, N. Y., 
dual, week, June 22, ’39. Running time: 
90 MINS, 

Zelda Manion.....vsccecceses's Ann Sheridan 
Professor Hardwick.....esessss Dick Powell 
BHMGR DECTEAY . 00 cncedessneccsc teed Gale Page 
Aunt Martha. .ccccics e+e+-Helen Broderick 
Pee CUBE. 6 cc cusnctocceseoss Ronald Reagan 
|, a a rl * Coocvcccs Allen Jenkins 
MUMS Penelope. soc cicecescccecess Zasu Pitts 
SS Par Tee Maxie Rosenbloom 
BURO GAY .cisccsesce eeecccccs Jerry Colonna 
Stanislaus Pysinski.......6...+ Luis Alberni 
Aunt Annabella...cccocccsseses Vera Lewis 
Aunt Henrietta...... eeee--Elizabeth Dunne 
Sam Hudson.....sseee PPryy tre Bill Davidson 
SOOGO. 6s cc lvcisedvceoaseses Granville Bates 


National Jitterbug Champions 





‘Naughty but Nice’ doesn’t add up 
as a literary masterpiece, but it 
won’t chase them out of the theatres. 
It has a good quota of laughs and is 
generally bright, despite a plot at 
which the cynical Tin Pan Alley 
habitues might look askance. But 
away from Lindy’s restaurant haunts 
it will find favor, particularly in the 
nabes. This being Dick Powell’s 
finale for Warners, the studio gives 
its new ‘oomph’ buildup, Ann Sheri- 
dan, No. 1 co-star billing. Film title 
is not particularly consistent with 
stery content. 

Powell is a professional composer 
who finds himself a commercial song- 
smith, especially when partnered 
with Gale Page’s lyrics. Miss Sheri- 
dan is the slight menace here, a 
mike siren who would break up the 
songwriting team just to be cut-in on 
his future songs. 

_It seems that a competitive pub- 
lisher, who fumes at his own cluck 
staff of non-hit makers, wants to sign 
Powell and his comely wordsmith 
partner. Miss Sheridan achieves it 
via the drunken tete-a-tete tech- 
nique, which is as unbelievable as 
the rest of the plot.. Played in far- 
cicel manner, however, and punctu- 
ated by, five good Warren-Mercer 
s ngs, it’s palatable stuff, as handled 
by the expert troupe. 

_Helen Broderick is capital as the 
liberal Aunt Martha, whereas Zasu 
Pitts, Vera Lewis and Elizabeth 
Dunne, as a sort of Whoo’s Sisters 
triumvirate, always worried about 
their professorial nephew ( well), 
are expert contrast. Maxie Rosen- 
bloom also makes much of his gen- 
erally screwball cast assignment. 

An insidious rum urink is a plot 

essential. Mistaken for lemonade, it 
sends the staid Powell into hi-jinks 
and front-page notoriety as a let’s 
tear-the-joint-down-kid, whenever 
he is taken into a nitery atmosphere 
and fed these high voltage bever- 
ages. 
_ ‘Moment of Weakness,’ ‘Don’t Be- 
lieve in Signs,’ ‘Happy About the 
Whole Thing,’ ‘Hooray fo" Spinach’ 
and ‘Corn Pickin’ are the tunes, most 
of them already well etherized. Lat- 
ter is chiefly excuse for a sextet of 
jitterbugs, and more or less dragged 
in, Powell, Miss Page and Miss 
Sheridan split the vocalization in 
plausible enough interludes. 

The dialog in the Wald-Macauley 
plot becomes a bit of a puzzle for the 
show-music biz bunch, considering 
Warners’ vital interest in music pub- 
lishing holdings. There’s plenty of 
palaver about cut-ins, plugs, stealing 
tunes, etc, Abel. 





Miniature Reviews 


‘Man in the Iron Mask’ (UA). 
Entertaining adventure melo- 
drama geared for summer trade. 
An exploitation natural. 

‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ (Col). 
Light but bright farcical ro- 
mance that should fare reason- 
ably well. 

‘Naughty But Nice’ (WB). 
Lightweight but amusing semi- 
filmusical with Dick Powell, Ann 
Sheridan and Gale Page. 

‘Stronger Than Desire’ (M-G). 
Weak story not offset by good 
direction and cast performances. 
For duals. 

‘Mickey, the Kid’ (Rep). 
Lower half dualer. Disappoint- 
ing hokum for juve trade. 

‘Typhoon Treasure’ (Ace), 
Feeble independent adventure 
effort, of quickie British origin. 

‘Murder Is News’ (Warwick). 
Newspaper columnist solves 
murder mystery. Lower dualer. 











Stronger Than Desire 
Hollywood, June 21. 


Metro release of John W. Considine, Jr., 


production. Features Virginia Bruce and 
Walter Pidgeon. Directed by Leslie Fen- 
ton. Screenplay by David Hertz and Wil- 
liam Ludwig; based on novel by W. E. 
Woodward; camera, William Daniels; edi- 
tor, W. Donn Hayes. Previewed at Alex- 
ander, Glendale, June 20, °'39. Running 
time: 77 MINS. 

Elizabeth Flagg.......+.+++: Virginia Bruce 
Tyler FIAggm....ccccccsccecs Walter Pidgeon 
Michael McLain....cccsccecssss Lee Bowman 
Eva McLain.....cccccscccccesses4 Ann Dvorak 
Jo Brennan ....ccocccecccsesss Ilka Chase 
Barbara Winter....cccsceecee: Rita Johnson 
Jerry Brody...ccccccccccecese Richard Lane 
Susan Flagg...ccccsccsessccccsecscsed Ann Todd 
Assistant D. A. Galway......Paul Stanton 


Mrs. D’'Amoro 


eee ee eeeereseeeee 


This is a remake of ‘Evelyn Pren- 
tice,’ originally turned out by Metro 


five years ago with William Powell 
and Myrna Loy in the top spots. It’s 
also the second of wnat seems to be 
an intended series, with Walter Pid- 
geon. and Virginia Bruce, built 
around the les7l fraternity. First of 
tr.s group was ‘Societ-- Lawyer,’ but 
studio must dig up better material to 
keep the series going. This one’s for 
the duals. ; ; 

Basic fault lies in the script, which 
includes some plainly obvious con- 
struction deficiencies that are not 
overcome by the direction and ca- 
pable performances. Story retains 
the time-worn elements of husband 
too busy with his work to give much 
time to his family. Wife drifts into 
the web of blackmailer Lee Bow- 
man. When the lattcr springs his de- 
mands for money to return innocent 
letters, wife shoots him in a scuffle. 
Bowman’s wife is found with the gun 
and tried on murder charge. Attor- 
ney’s - oe gets him to defend the 
accused, with climatic courtroom 
scene in which confessions by both 
of the wives set up situation for a 
not-guilty verdict, 

After the shooting, eventual ap- 
pearance of the wife to save the 
other woman is obvious, but best sec- 
tion of script carries through this 
episode. Interest is maintained by 
attempts of the lawyer to ferret out 
identity of the other woman, which 
he does in the courtroom during the 
trial, and before his own wife gets 
up to identify herself. Injection of 
youngster daughter of the husband 
and wife to keep them t-gether dur- 
ing the drifting apart period is defi- 
nitely aimed to catch attention of 
the women sectors of the audiences, 
Material is extraneous, and would 
have helped picture materially by 
being left in the cutting room.. 

Pidgeon does a creditable job as 
tl.: legal light, and series has a 
chance to get somewhere with proper 
material. Miss Bruce is okay, and 
gets more out of her wife role than 
the scripters inserted. Ilka Chase 
wears numerous changes of eye- 
catching styles for the women, while 
Bowman does an excellent job as the 
suave blackmailer. Ann Dvorak 
handles a difficult role capably, espe- 
cially in confession sequence on the 
witness stand. 

Picture is the secon directed for 
Metro by Leslie Fenton, former ac- 
tor. His work is far above the ma- 
terial provided, refreshing several 
sequences that might otherwise have 
stopped proceedings. 


MICKEY, THE KID 


Republic release of Herman Schlom pro- 
duction. Features Bruce Cabot, Tommy 
Ryan, ZaSu Pitts, Ralph Byrd. Directed 
by Arthur Lubin. Screen play by Doris 
Malloy and Gordon Kahn from original by 
Alice Altschuler; editor, Murray Seldben: 
camera, Jack Marta; music, Cy Feuer. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., June 


23, °39. Running time: 68 MINS, 

ee BAUR sccicccsesdevedenaes Bruce Cabot 
COMO sc ccdsgccdtsaebetes Ralph Byrd 
ERE vcccgscccccesvsseseesectéetecese ZaSu Pitts 
BEIONOT so ccccccccsée Coccccccees Tommy Ryan 
Pe SOUNOIs c00cebecedesscene Jessie Ralph 
ENEhn.600 5 000000G6606s0660e084 June Storey 
GONE « 06 000666006008 J. Farrell MacDonald 
Mailman...... Cocccccccocscceces John Qualen 
PRSTOW coc covcvcsscceccccesecs Robert Elliot 
Se 3606 ccdccscdecceseses Scotty Beckett 





This is a hard one to gulp down, 
even for the juve trade at which it 
is obviously angled. It’s so thor- 
oughly hoke—right from _ scratch, 
with that questionable title—that it 
can only count for bottom-run dual- 





ing. Bruce Cabot, ZaSu Pitts and 





Ralph Byrd have a tough time buck- 


ing this mushy story and dialogue. 
Tale is of a kid (Tommy Ryan) 


brought up by his bank-robbing 
After 
bankteller, he’s 


father (Cabot) in the slums. 
the father kills a 
forced to part with the boy, leaving 
him with his maternal grandmother 
whom the boy and his father both 
hate. Although she’s glad to have 
the lad, she leaves all signs of affec- 
tion to her maid, ZaSu Pitts. G-men 
locate the now-reformed boy of the 
streets and attempt to nab _ his 
father when the latter comes to take 
him on the lam.. Cabot and Tommy 
snatch a bus loaded with schoolkids 
in which to escape, but run into a 
snowdrift. When the boy refuses to 
leave the children to freeze there, the 
father goes for help (getting himself 
shot) and the lad becomes a hero by 
building a fire and keeping the boys 
and girls ‘moving and singing so that 
they don’t perish in the cold before 
rescuers come, 

Cabot manages to weld together 
pretty well the tough guy bank rob- 
ber and the loving father roles, al- 
though plenty of it is unbelievable 
even for the most juvenile of juves. 
Young Ryan, who’s. performed in 
other indie releases, has a juicy part, 
but does little with it out of the ordi- 
nary. As a dead-end ragamuffin he 
works too hard and as a dead-ender 
reformed he’s too much Boy Scout, 
although the script and dialog ac- 
count for a good part of the short- 
comings, 

Jessie Ralph as the loving-hating 
grandmother likewise seemed to be 
painting with too heavy a_ hand, 
while Miss Pitts, who carries all of 
the comedy, is good, although wear- 
ing rather thin in her standard char- 
acterization. Love interest is entirely 
missing, with only a hint of romance 
between Cabot’s boyhood friend and 
influence for good, Ralph Byrd, and 
the town schoolteacher, June Storey. 


Sweepstakes Winner 


Warner Brothers production and release. 





Features Marie Wilson and Johnnie Davis. 
Directed by William McGann; screenplay, 
John Krafft and Albert DeMond; story, De- 
Mond and Hugh Cummings; camera, Arthur 
Edeson; editor, Frank Magee. At Lib- 
erty, Lincoln, dual. Running time: 59 MINS, 
FONRY - FONG: 006s es0s-rccescvee Marie Wilson 
DOWNEY «oc cccccrecevsccssices Johnnie Davis 
Bailey. ..cccccccccccccccccece Allen Jenkins 
es. 0% 60.0 60-0:606446566094540b6065 Charley Foy 
WOM S506 osansccvecesesboosteen Jerry Colonna 
CURE s 40 6d840 66400 sé e060 G8 Frankie Burke 
MeN p PAOCMUORE 066060 0cee<ssases Vera Lewis 
ON nina sd vveneeeneseis Granville Bates 
BAKO. oo cc ccccccccccctcccsccces Eddie Kane 
POOOOMEE ss cicvccctcecesiscts Bert Hanlon 
te Pe OF Or rere Tre. George Lloyd 
Simpkins. ........0.eee+.2+++.5idney Bracy 


Announcers: Charles Irwin, John Harron, 
Reid Kilpatrick, Ken Niles. 
TIONG s shiscedecsscrcevceces OO MoDentels 


Martha Bernice Pilot 


COOP eee eee eee eee eee 





Nearly every time Santa Anita 
raises barrier on the New Year, and 
the newsreels pick up the sweeps 
ticket buyers for a few laughs, the 
cameras start grinding on racetrack 
yarns. Most of them resort to the 
familiar routine, and ‘Sweepstakes 
Winner’ is no exception, a weakie 
for the duals and the lower slot. 

Marie Wilson’s bally as a dumb 
blonde is made true by this John 
Krafft-Albert Demond script, which 


draws her as a waitress so short in 
the thinkery she baffles the smart 
guys into making themselves fools. 
Miss Wilson’s performance is forced. 
Johnnie Davis, owner of a ham- 
burger-joint, has laid away his hot 
horn, and becomes a juve with 
scavengered lines. 

Meat of the show is bitten out by 
Allen Jenkins, working in cahoots 
with three mother-murderer types, 
Charley Foy, George Lloyd and 
Granville Bates. First three are 
touts and Bates runs a_ hayless- 
mangered stock farm, which means 
a few skins, honest or otherwise, 
to keep the nags from eating each 
other. Jenkins’ fast twists trying 
to be smart, with Foy following 
Similarly, both going amiss, are the 
film’s sole laughs, 

Jerry Colonna, cook in Davis’ 
salisbury-steakery, is content with 
pop-eyeing, mugging and_ singing 
kitchen repeats on orders called. 
Frankie Burke, the Cagney ditto, as 
jockey, and Eddie Kane, a gambler, 
make other impressions. 

Yarn unbuckles when Miss Wilson 
arrives in town with $1,000 left her 
by her grandfather, and she wants to 
buy a horse named Firefly. Runs 
down Jenkins and Foy, who imagine 


she’s a process server, and when she | 


gets them cornered asks them to buy 
the horse for her. Jenkins tells her 
she’ll have to have more sugar, so 
tells her a sure thing on which she 
agrees to allow him to bet. Touted 
off at the window, he bets an also- 
ran, his original bet coming in, pay- 
ing 5-1, which has him owing $5,000. 
Fakes a holdup, then cheats gal 
again when she gets a waitress job 
by passing off a sweepstake ticket on 
her. Backfire happens when a hoss 


is drawn, and she comes in a win-' 


ner with $150,000. Barn. 





STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Metro purchased ‘Days Before 
Lent,’ novel by Hamilton Basso. 
Warners acquired ‘They Fly 
Through the Air,’ by Norman 
Corwin. 
_Eric L. Ergenbright sold an un- 
titled slot machine racket yarn to 
Metro, 


—=—=S 


Mandrake the Magician 


(SERIAL) 

Columbia production and release. Stars 
Warren Hull: features Doris Weston. Di. 
rected by Sam Nelson, Norman. Deming; 
screenplay, Basil Dickey, Joseph F. Poland, 
Ned Dandy; based on the cartoon by Lee 
Falk and Phil Davis; camera, Benjamin 
Kline; editors, Richard Fantl, Jerry Thom. 


as, At Colonial, Lincoln, dual. Running 
time: 30 MINS, (First episode.) 
MORGANS, oo csciscceoncciceess Warren Hull 
i. PPP Pe Pere sccccccessesess- Doris Weston 
Lothar. ...cee ereccesesecceess:..Al Kikume 
Tommy sececee Cocesececoccces+ REE Downing 
Dr. Bennett....cccssesesesss-EdWard Earle 
Professor....-2++ eoecsecccoes Forbes Murray 
Webster. ....0. Kenneth MacDonald 





PTI 6 6c acbdebcce ek ccceeeens 


Don Bedoe 





In 12 chapters, Warren Hull and 
Doris Weston are kept chased and 
chasing all over the map by Joseph 
F. Poland, Ned Dandy and. Basil 
Dickey, screenplay authors, who 
drew on the King Features, . Inc., 
strip idea for basis. Similarity to 
the previous Warren Hull-breathless 
| escaper, ‘Spider’s Web,’ is noticeable, 
| Every chapter title is a catchline 
in itself, such as ‘Shadow on the 
Wall,’ ‘Trap of the Wasp,’ ‘City of 
Terror,’ ‘Secret Passage,’ ‘Devil's 
Playmate,’ ‘Fatal Crash,’ ‘Gamble for 
Life,’ ‘Across the Deadline,’ “Terror 
Rides the Rails,” ‘Unseen Monster,’ 
‘At Stroke of Eight,’ and ‘Reward of 
Treachery.’ It’s well equipped for 
the juve attraction, a smart weekend 
buy for houses speeded for kid 
trade. 

Hull, a famous magician, goes to 
| aid his girl, Doris Weston, whose 
father is endangered because he has 
invented an apparatus which may 
either be a boon or scourge to hu- 
manity depending into whose hands 
it falls. Character played by 
Edward Earle, masking as a family 
friend but really the ‘Wasp’ and the 
threat to the inventor, provides the 
necessary hair’s-breadthers. 

Hull fills his ticket as the smoothie 
of the stage, who can get out of 
equally tight spots in real situations. 
Doris Weston is pretty, blonde, and 
the kind of a gal a shirt-sleeve audi- 
ence can see is worth saving, so is 
up to her role. Remainder of the 


cast amounts mostly to_ sparring 
partner status. Okay serial in all 
departments. Barn, 


WESTERN CARAVANS 


(WITH SONGS) 


Columbia Production and release. Stars 
Charles Starrett; features Iris Meredith, Di- 
rected by Sam Nelson; screenplay, Ben- 
nett R. Cohen; camera, Benjamin Kline; 
editor, William Lyon; music and lyrics, Bob 
Nolan and Tim Spencer. At Colonial, Line 





coln, dual, Running time: 56 MINS. 
CATsSON..ccccetecscccccccess Charles Starrett 
JOY COs occ ccccdcccecsseccedesss Iris Meredith 
Mort, .csccccccccscce ececencesecs Dick Curtis 
| THOMPSON, .cccscescccceces Russell Simpson 
JOD. ccrccccccccccerce eccccces Hal Taliaferro 
Hank... cccccccccessccse evecceccees Hank Bell 
Bob. .cccece wececocceeecsoceccses Bob Nolan 
| th cic cctcetanssétetsasenec? Sammy McKim 
| TEX. cccccccccetecccccscgceccecscecs Ed Cobb 
Tip. cccdsccesesoeccrceccvecs Ethan Laidlaw 


And Sons of the Pioneers 





Nesters come to grips with cow- 
men again in ‘Western Caravans,’ but 
wind up in Biblical fashion, the lion 
and the lamb lying down together, 
after 56 minutes of taking potshots. 
The familiar trio—Charles Starrett, 
the standoff between right and 
wrong; Iris Meredith, his girl and the 
Sons of the Pioneers, who fill in the 
letdown places with western har- 
mony— goes through accustomed 
paces. 

It’s a story of ranchers being in 
control of a valley suddenly opened 
to homesteading by the government. 
The cow-gentry plans to unite and 
block nester entry in the territory, 
and the rustlers see an easy way to 
make a grab of stock and lay blame 
on the covered wagoners. Runs en- 
tirely according to sagebrusher 
Hoyle throughout, 

Tempo is slow, and it’s a bit too 
gabby. There’s too much ‘hold on, 
boys’ instead of ‘Let’s get ’em’ in the 
script. Two tunes, ‘Serenade to the 
Night Bird’ and ‘Westward, Ho,’ as- 
sembled by Bob Nolan and Tim 
Spencer, are adequate. ; 

Dick Curtis heads the outlaws, with 
Ed Cobb as his principal yes-man. 
Hal Taliaferro and Russell Simpson, 
leaders of the nesters and ranchers, 
respectively, do all right. 

Due for fair biz in the Charles 
Starrett spots. Barn. 


TYPHOON TREASURE 


(BRITISH MADE) 

Ace Pictures release of Commonwealth 
production, Features Campbell Copelin 
Gwen Munro, Joe Valli, Directed by Noel 
Monkman, Script by John P. McCleod from 
original story by Monkman; camera, George 
Malcom, Harry Malcom and A. B, Cum- 





mings. At Central, N. Y¥., week June 24, 
dual. Running time: 68 MINS. : 
Alan Richards.......ee.- Campbell Copelin 
SOUR TRODOTOR. cc caccosecdccsess Gwen Munro 
Betty DECC .scccccccecescccecs Joe Valli 
Buck Thompson...escese.--- Douglas Herald 
Alfred Webb....... ese++- Kenneth Brampton 
Patrol Officer......se.e....Norman French 
WAM ccc ccvcccccccccctecccsccsesceceves Utan 





This looks like a quickie turned 
out by some British producing outfit, 
| although there is no way of telling 
, whether made in Great Britain, Aus- 
tralia or Canada. It largely follows 
early talking picture technique; at 
other junctures, the production 
sounds like a silent jungle adventure 
subject, with added sound and score. 
At best, it is a feeble fill-in for the 
lower section of a dual setup. 

None of the cast is even faintly 
recognizable to American audiences. 
Just as well, because their thespian 
efforts are rudimentary. 

Search for hidden treasure, lost 
when a boat is wrecked by a storm, 
has been used on the screen so many 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Come on over and 


SEE MRS. TURNER 


...Or write her. She and her staff 
can help you pick the spots you'll 
want to see, the places you'll want 





to dine at, the shows you'll want to 
go to. Remember us when you make your plans 
for the World’s Fair—and remember that Mrs. 
Turner will worry about the details... Because 
every friend of Warner Bros. is a friend of hers. 
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WEEK | Rev. R. 
in | TITLE TYPE | Co. TALES zs 
RELEASE | Var. Min. 
l4/ 5/17 | FIRST OFFENDERS Mi Col W. Abel-B. Roberts 63 
Madison, Wis., June 27 |4 14/ 39 4/5 THE KID FROM TEXAS Ww M-G D. O’Keefe-F. Rice-R, Jchnson 70 
At a hearing last week on the pro- | 4/19 | STREETS OF N. Y. M | Meno | Jackie Cooper 73 
posed 3% occupational tax on Wis- 4/5 DRUMMOND’S SEC’T POLICE M Par J. Howard-Heather Angel 55 
consin theatres, some 150 indie ex- 3/8 NEVER SAY DIE Cc Par M, Raye-B. Hope-E. Cossart 80 
hibs and chain representatives ap- | 4/5 THEY MADE HER SPY D RKO S. Eilers-A. Lane 67 
red before the joint finance com- | 4/5 THE NIGHT RIDERS WwW | Rep | J. Wayne-R. Rogers 62 
peared before the Joint ina 4/5 ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL D 20th D. Ameche-L. Young-Fonda 97 
mittee to protest its enactment. 4/19 | WOMEN IN THE WIND M WB | K. Francis-W. Gargan 55 
Previous to the hearing, Charles | —————— | ____ 
W. Trampe, head of Monogram in | 4/21/39 4/19 | THE HARDYS RIDE HIGH Cc M-G M. Rooney-L. Stone-F. Holden 80 
Milwaukee, had sent out handbills | WANTED BY SCOTLAND YARD M Mono | J. Stevenson-B. Lynne 
; at 4/12 | BACKDOOR TO HEAVEN D Par | W. Ford-A, MacMahon 81 
and 200 trailers to be shown for the | 
blic i tate localities. Trampe, | 5/10 FIXER DUGAN Cc RKO L. Tracy-P. Shannon 68 
public in state _ oe | 4/12 | FRONTIER PONY EXPRESS w Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-R. Hatton 58 
before leaving for the West Coast | 4/5 WINNER TAKES ALL Cc 20th | T. Martin-G. Stua ¢ 61 
last week, said if their arguments | 6/21 INSPECTOR HORNLEIGH D 20th G. Harker-A. Sim-H. Wiliiams 76 
were of no avail in abandoning the 3/15 ZENOBIA Cc UA O. Hardy-H. Langdon-B. Burke 71 
tax bill, a drastic move would be | 4/26 BIG TOWN CZAR D U B. MacLane-E. Sullivan 61 
taken and all theatres in the state | 3/15 DARK VICTORY D WB B. Davis-G. Brent 105 
would close for a week. However, |} 9,7, OKLAHOMA TRAIL 
la : sy | / w Coal C. Starrett-1. Meredith 
it is understood, that the bill will he 28, 39 5/17 CALLING DR. KILDARE D M-G L. Ayres-L. eeereeneee 86 
be thrown out following the com- | 5/10 | BOYS’ REFORMATORY D | Mono | Frankie Darro 62 
mittee‘s report. 4/12 LADY’S FROM KENTUCKY D Par G. Raft-E. Drew-H. Herbert 75 
Edward F. Maertz, of Milwaukee, | 5/3 BLUE MONTANA SKIES Ww Rep G. Autry-S. Burnette 56 
prexy of the Independent Theatre | 4/5 VERNON AND IRENE CASTLE D RKO F. Astaire-G. Regers 90 
Owners, Allied unit, substantiated 5/10 | THE ROOKIE COP M | RKO | K. Holt-J. Shaw-V. Weidler 60 
his protest with fhe remark that 4/26 | RETURN OF CISCO KID D 20th W. Baxter-L. Bari 70 
eure r ‘ie of the same sort had “— CAN'T GET AWAY WIT " Ms ee a wa 7 
/25 A ° i - 
been passed in Arizona, grosses had | —_—_—— fe. AWAY WITH M’DER M WB H. Bogart-G. Paige-B. Halop 15 
dropped 10-15% as result. He also | 5/5/39 OUTSIDE THESE WALLS M Col D. Costello-M. Whalen 57 
lated n episode in 1927 when 5/3 LUCKY NIGHT CD M-G M, Loy-R. Taylor-J. Aller 80 
re S & UNION PACIF 
Chicago houses closed because of a 5/3 IFIC D Par B. Stanwyck-J. McCrea 136 
cag ituati h 7 t d 5/10 SORORITY HOUSE Cc RKO A. Shirley-J. Ellison 60 
strike, and the situation threatene 5/17 | CHASING DANGER CD | 20th P. Foster-L. Barri-W. Verne 1 60 
civil peace and order. Finally, 4/19 CODE OF THE STREETS D U H. Carey-F. Thomas 12 
parties were called in and legislators 5/3 CONFESSIONS OF NAZI SPY D WB E. G. Rebinson-F. Lederer 103 
said ‘The theatres must open.’ In | —~~—~-—|"7 on | BLI i 3 
conclusion, Maertz said, ‘Even the 5/12/39 a TELL NO TALES D MG M te $8 
Federal Government, with its dire DOWN WYOMING TRAIL Ww Mono Tex Biter . 
need of securing new avenues of 5/10 SOME LIKE IT HOT Cc Par B. Hope-S. Ross-G. Krupa 63 
taxation, has refrained from taxing THREE TEXAS STEERS Ww Rep Three Mesquiteers 
the picture theatre on admissions 6/7 PANAMA LADY M | RKO | L. Ball-A, Lane 64 
less than 40c. 5/10 | ROSE OF WASHINGTON SQ. D 20th T. Power-A. Faye-A. Jolson 90 
5/17 TORCHY RUNS FOR MAYOR Cc WB G. Farrell-B. MacLane 58 
Pa. Chain Tax Refunds 5/19/39 5/17 IT’S A WONDERFUL WORLD cD M-G C. Colbert-J. Stewart-Kibbee &4 
Philadelphia, June 27 bt 5/24 WOLF CALL D Mono Movita-J. Carroll 61 
k : = ’ : 5/10 HOTEL IMPERIAL D Par I. Miranda-R. Milland 78 
Theatre circuits which have been 4/12 MAN OF CONQUEST D Rep R. Dix-G. Patrick 96 
paying the chain store tax invali- SOUTHWARD, HO! w Rep R. Rogers-M. Hart 
dated by the Pennsy supreme court 6/21 | BOY FRIEND Cc 20th | J. Withers-A. Whelan-Hymer 70 
last week will have a choice of two 5/17 | EX-CHAMP cD U V. McLaglen-T. Brown-N. Gray 72 
methods of getting their coin back, 6/14 pone Rg a r Col R. Arlen-M. Marsh-R. Hudson 63 
Attorney-General Claude T. Reno 6/28 ONLY ANGELS HAVE WINGS > Ws M. Wilson-J. Davis 59 
said. They may either go to Har- |5/26/39 5/17 IN Col J. Arthur-C. Grant 120 
risburg and seek a cash refund or| ‘ ~ 5/24 pay a cD M-G Annabella-R. Young-B. Burke 69 
: : he state’s books 5/24 IED cD Par B. Jones-H. Twelvetrees 64 
receive a credit on the state’s STO 
anaiedl tune tae 2/1 LEN LIFE D Par E. Bergner-W. Lawsen 65 
a - 6/14 | THE ZERO HOUR M | Rep | F. Inescert-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
Chain levy, passed in 1937, imposes 5/31 RACKETEERS OF RANGE w RKO George O’Brien-M. Reynolds 62 
a tap of from $: on a single theatre 5/24 | THE GORILLA Cc 0th Ritz Bros.-A. Louise 65 
to $500 per theatre in circuits of 500 THEY ASKED FOR IT cD U Lundigan-J. Hodges-A. Whalen 
or more. The major circuits never 5/17 | CODE OF SECRET SERVICF M WwB R, Reagan-R. Towne 58 
paid the tax, as they all, immediately 5/10 | CAPTAIN FURY D UA B. Aherne-V. McLaglen 91 
after it was passed, filed injunction 5/3 TRAPPED IN THE SKY M 
proceedings to restrain the secre- 6/2/39 fe ACROSS THE PLAINS w Bl ct hn — 7 
tary of revenue from enforcing it. 5/17 GRACIE ALLEN MURDER CASE C Par G. Allen-W. William 74 
With similar taxes operating, 6/21 S.0.S.—TIDAL WAVE M Par K. Sutton-R. Byrd 60 
pending or threatening in other 5/24 | GIRL FROM MEXICO CD | RKO | Lupe Velez-D. Woods 7 
states, the opinion of Justice James JONES FAMILY IN HOLLYWOOD C 20th J. Prouty-S. Byington 60 
. 3 ; 3 6/14 INSIDE INFORMATION M U J. Lang-D. Foran-H. C 59 
B. Drew in rendering the majority MAN WHO DARED D WB Cc G §-D. , 1S . Carey 
opinion was regarded as highly im- | ._-__ - Grapewin-J, Bryan 
portant. He said: ‘It requires but a | 6/9/39 ARIZONA COWBOY w Col C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
glance at its provisions to see that 5/31 pal yee MARRY? a M-G W. Pidgeon-R. Johnson 61 
the act now before us...is plain 6/7 UNDERCOVER DOCTOR um | Mone | A. Nagle-W. Hull 
and palpable attempt at graduated MOUNTAIN RHYTHM Ww 4 o and Pe gg mn ™ 
taxation, | which obviously violates 6/7 YOUNG MR. LINCOLN D 20th H. Fonda-A, Brady-M. Weaver 101 
the provision of our constitution. 6/7 SUN NEVER SETS D U D. Fairbanks, Jr.-B. Rathbone 98 
Many other states have similar 4/26 | JUAREZ D WB P. Muni-B. Davis-B. Ahern 125 
constitutional guarantees against Ty ae Q@ PLANES D Col L. Olivier-V. Hob 
unequal tax raps. 6/16/39 | 5/31 | TARZAN FINDS A SON M | w-G | J. Weissmulier-M. O'Sullivan 81 
5/10 | INVITATION TO HAPPINESS D | par | I. Dunne-F. MacMurray 97 
Satie Senday Vote IN OLD CALIENTE W | Rep | R. Rogers-M. Hart-G. Hayes 
6/7 GIRL AND GAMBLER D | RKO | F. Inescort-O. Kruger-A. Ames 62 
Portland, Me., June 27. 6/7 CHARLIE CHAN IN RENO M 20th S. Toler-R. Cortez-P. Brooks 65 
Pressure of other business, notably NANCY DREW, TR’BLE SHOOTER D WB B. Granville-F. Thomas, Jr 
a shakeup in police department, kept | —~->-— PA — 
Portland City Council from making 6/ 23/ 39 6/7 MAISIE — an cD “a 4 powcay. 72 
decision on Sunday screenings that GRAND JURY SECRETS M Par J. Howard-G. Patrick 62 
had been promisec for last week. HERITAGE OF DESERT Ww Par | D. Woods-E. Venable 
July 3 is new date for hearing, with 6/21 | FIVE CAME BACK M | RKO | C. Morris-W. Barrie 15 
some church groups expected to 5/24 GIRL FROM BROOKLYN CD | 20th | A. Faye-W. Baxter-Treacher 
make a rumpus. KID FROM KOKOMO Cc WB W. Morris-J. Blondel.-P. O’Brien 90 
6/30/39 6/28 GOOD GIRLS GO TO PARIS cD Col J. Blondell-M. Doug! : 90 
, J . -~ . ug as 
: /30/8 MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col | C. Starrett-I. Meredith 
T U Suits Void 6/28 | STRONGER THAN DESIRE cD M-G | W. Pidgeon-V. Bruce-I. Chase 17 
ime P, 1/25 | THE MIKADO MU U K. Baker-D’Oyly Carte Troupe 93 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND’S BRIDE M Par J. Howard-H. Angel-H.B.Warner 
WYOMING OUTLAW w Rep Three Mesquiteers 
Los Angeles, June 27. SAINT IN LONDON M RKO | G. Sanders-S. Gray 
Three stockholders’ suits against STUNT PILOT D Mono | J. Trent-M. Reynolds 70 
execs and directors of Condor Pic- 6/14 | HOUSE OF FEAR M U W. Gargan-I. Hervey 65 
ier wore Smid, y Federal sie | SPOCLETMPPAS ro rou ob | ae | & Sanratnes's 
Judge Leon R. Yankwich under the a 20th | _G. Stuart-S. Erwin-J. Gale 72 
statute of limitations. Action charged A WOMAN IS THE JUDGE M Col R. Hudson-0O. Kru er-I 
defendants ith i resentati 7, 7, 39 ON BORROWED TIME D M-G L.Barrymore-B.Beadi-U marcel 
e a w misrepre ion | 
of facts in filing company’s stock 6/14 MAN ABOUT TOWN Cc Par J. Benny-D. Lamour-E. Arnold 82 
: i ith S iti dE CAREER cD RKO A. Shirley-E. Ellis-J. Archer 
registration with Securities and Ex- 6/28 | MICKEY, THE KID CD | Rep | B.Cabot-R. Byrd-T. Ryan 68 
change Commission. 11/16 | MOTO TAKES VACATION M 20th | P.Lorre-V. Field-L. Atwill 65 
Among those sued were M. H. FORGOTTEN WOMAN M U S. Gurie-D. Briggs-E. Arden 
Hoffman, George Hirliman, Albert UNEXPECTED FATHER Cc U Baby Sandy-Auer D. O’Keefe 
Lieberman, Frank Snell and Amedee HELL’S KITCHEN D WwB Dead End Kids-R. Reagan 
J. Van Beuren, deceased. / THE MAN FROM SUNDOWN Ww Col C. Starrett-L M 
pasa 7/14/89 THEY ALL COME OUT CD | M-G | R.Johnson-T. Neal ‘nad 
: MILLION DOLLAR LEGS Cc Par B.Grable-J.Hartley-D.O’Conner 
May Robson’s Killer SHE MARRIED A COP cD Rep | P. Regan-J. Parker 65 
SECOND FIDDLE | MU 20th T. Power-Henie-Vallee 
Hollywood, June 27. I STOLE A MILLION M U G. Raft-C. Trevor 
May Robson gets the star spot in WATERFRONT M WB D. Mergan-G. Dickson 
"The Case of the Dangerous Dow- 7/21/39 BLONDIE TAKES VACATION Cc Col P. Singleton-A. Lake 
ager,’ a Perry Mason whodunit at| ‘~ “ A. HARDY GETS SPRING FEVER OD M-G | L, Stone-M. Rooney-C. Parker 
Warne Sarcoma a | Bes | Soames 
: . ‘ RKO B. Breen-A. Mowbra 
Mason role is ory Ang mating wn. THE MAGNIFICENT FRAUD D | Par | A. Tamiroff-L. Nolan-M. Boland 
played in the past by arr NEWS IS MADE AT NIGHT D 20th P. Foster-L. Bari-R. Gleason 
liam and Ricardo Cortez. 6/21 DAUGHTERS COURAGEOUS cD WB Lane Sisters-J. Garfield-G. Page 107 
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mistakes, indulge only the most ma- 
jestic and deific passions. So com- 
pl tely, indeed, have some of the 
mest vivid and actually none-too- 
heroic personages been whitewashed 
on the screen that the historic value 
is’ almost completely’ eliminated. 
Only the name of the person is left 
to give the innocuous, blanched 
screen figment an exploitation value 
because of the actual, off-screen 
character of that person generally 
known to the public, 


Heroes All 


Just as a few years ago there came 
into evidence a sensitive race and 
national consciousness in many 
countries, which curtailed the iden- 
tity of screen villains, so now the 
trend is to narrow down the range 
of historic dramatic persons to a 
few safely certified individuals who 
may be treated as 100% heroes in 
every respect, and still may have 
enough color to be made entertain- 
ing. 

In fact, the tendency to whitewash 
and fictionally to glorify historic 
characters whose dubious exploits 
may thus be made to seem com- 
mendable to the film patronizing 
youngsters has gone so far as to 
pose another major problem for the 
censors, 


So the vigilance and activities of 
the film chasing lawyers, as the stu- 
dio executives view them, may re- 
sult in creating a sort of neutral 
grey zone for biographical pictures 
in which the characters portrayed 
will be not too good and not too 
bad—a degree of toleration in which 
the actual or self-appointed moni- 
tors of a widely known name will 
be pleased and may preen their 
pride without drawing too many 
yawns from picture audiences. 


Despite the increasing pitfalls sur- 
rounding the production of honest, 
credible and interesting biographical 
pictures, this type of entertainment 
is scheduled for some of the most 
important pictures during the com- 
ing season, But the precautions 
against any possible legitimate of- 
fense of defamation or invasion of 
privacy are being greatly increased. 

The film-chasing attorneys, as well 
as the producers, recall as preceden- 
tal cases in damage suits, brought 
before the day of the film chasers, 
one of the first legal actions of this 
nature by the relatives of Jim 
Bridger, frontier scout, fictionized in 
Paramount’s ‘The Covered Wagon’; 
the heavy defamation suit Metro 
drew from Russian royalty depicted 
in the film ‘Rasputin,’ and probably 
the biggest penalty ever, assessed 
against a film company (settled for 
around $600,000) on an action of this 
nature, and other less spectacular 
suits filed against Warners in con- 
nection with ‘I’m a Fugitive from a 
Chain Gang,’ Universal’s ‘Diamond 
Jim,’ Warners ‘Silver Dollar,’ the 
action filed by a distant relative of 
deLesseps against 20th-Fox in ‘Suez,’ 
and tossed out of court in France, 
and a dozen others. 

In a recently filed case of so-called 
invasion of privacy—comparatively 
new in legal attacks—a $50,000 de- 
mand was paid off with $35, merely 
to avoid court bother. 

But the industry has quit paying 
off on nuisance suits, as it once did. 
And if, despite all the reasonable 
precautions, the present crop of bio- 
graphical films draw any legal 
sharpshooting, this type of enter- 
tainment will be abandoned, in the 
present mood of the producers. 





RKO Trustee Granted 
Six-Month Extension 


Federal Judge William Bondy in 
N. Y. Federal court yesterday (Tues- 
day) granted an extension of six 
months, from July 1, 1939 to Jan. 1, 
1940, to the Irving Trust, trustee of 
RKO, to affirm or disaffirm any 
leases, contracts or agreements of 
the company. 

The judge also set July 18 for a 
hearing on the application of the 
City Bank Farmers Trust Co., as suc- 
cessor trustee of RKO’s 6% gold 
notes for fees. The bank wants $1,550 
and its attorneys, Delafield, Marsh, 
Porter & Hope, are asking $1,250. 
the time of the services extends 
from Jan. 27, 1933-April 10, 1939, and 
is fixed at an annual fee of $250. 





WANGER HOLDS SPACE 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Walter Wanger renewed his lease 
for one year on the Samuel Goldwyn 





lot and will make four pictures in 
that period, 
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N. Y. DAILY MIRROR 


_| “Had the stately Music Hall audience 
| rocking with merriment. One of the 
most heartily amusing comedies which 
has come along.” 
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Sandie’ Uieotan 


That [ATSE 


Get Its House in Order, or Else; 
SAG's Breach with Agents Widens 





Hellywood, June 27. 


The IATSE has been advised 
that the producers won't enter 
inte any negotiations fer a new 
werking agreement § involving 
12,000 studio werkers until its 
own heuse is put in order and 
internal union disputes are 
ironed out. Several crafts want 
to open discussiens but stadie 
heads are differing negotiations 
until the statas of uniens is 
established and bargaining reps 
designated. 

Pointed out by preducers that 
the technicians lecal ef seme 
6,000 workers present a preblem 
conflicting of claims until ceurt 
defines the union’s status. 


Demand for revision of present 
term contracts has resulted in an 


impasse between the Screen Actors | 


Guild and Artists Managers Guild on 
propesed licensing agreement for 
all agents. The two groups go into 
a huddle this week, with meetings 
scheduled today (Tuesday) and to- 
morrow, in an effort to work out a 
compromise that will prevent an 
open break between the organiza- 
tions. 

If the actors refuse to yield on 
their demand that all present actor 
contracts be made to conform with 
standard pact to be approved by the 
SAG, negotiations will be called off. 
Anticipating such a move, several 
agents have already retained attor- 
neys to apply for court injunctions 
if the actors try to force their licens- 
ing program. 

Top agents claim such a clause in 
the proposed agreement would jeop- 
ardize the thousands of dollars they 
have invested in the development of 
players. Many of these contracts, 
they claim, have just reached a point 
where they are beginning to pay a 
dividend on the investment. Ma- 
jority of bookers are not opposed to 
a licensing agreement and were 
ready to ink a pact until it was 
learned the actors were insisting on 
revision of contracts signed before 
the licensing program was con- 
ceived. 

The agents have submitted a list of 
proposed changes to the SAG. Ac- 
tors are reported willing to accede 
to some of the minor demands, but 
are reported standing firm on revi- 
sion clause, contract limitation, regu- 
lation of agents’ business and arbi- 
tration of all disputes by the SAG. 
The agents would like to have the 
right of appealing decisions of the 
arbitration board to court, but the 
— has been vetoed by the ac- 

ors. 

Under ‘the agreement as now 
drafted, the agent would have to li- 
cense all his employees and would 
have to designate which employee 
was to handle a certain actor’s busi- 
ness. He also would be prohibited 
from disposing on an actor’s contract 
with the consent of the player. 

Arbitrate Air Scale 

Coast advertising agencies have 
announced they will ask arbitration 
of new regional and local radio wage 
scales promulgated by American 
Federation of Radio Artists. Tilts 
call for increases ranging from 15% 
to 50%. Actors, singers, announcers 
end sports and news commentators 
would share in increases. Naylor 
Rogers is chairman of negotiating 
committee for advertising agencies. 
Committee meets tomorrow (Wed.) 
to draft request for arbitration and 
to discuss increases in various 
brackets. 

Radio Writers Guild has jumped 
gun on other organizations by claim- 
ing jurisdiction over writers in tele- 
vision field. Subject was discussed 
by Screen Writers Guild but no defi- 
nite action was ever taken, scriven- 
ers believing time was not oppor- 
tune to press the jurisdiction ques- 
tion. Authors League of America, 
which is parent body of both the 
RWG and SWG, eventually will be 
called upon to decide television jur- 
isdiction. 

At present time writers have not 
yet been released by American Fed- 
eration of Radio Artists although 
they have formally organized their 
own unit. The writers were largely 
instrumental in organization of the 
AFRA, but in the hustle of securing 
a charter from the American Fed- 
eration of Labor, the AFRA failed to 

mention writers in getting its grant. 
The scriveners claim to have verbal 
agreement from Mrs. Emily Holt, na- 
tional executive secretary of AFRA, 





for their withdrawal from the organ- 
ization, but as yet no action has 
been taken by the national executive 
board of AFRA. 

Film extras are using most polite 
language in dialing Central Casting 
Corp. these days. Machines have been 
installed on Central telephones 
which enables casting directors to 
take a wax impression of all con- 
versations. When an extra becomes 
abusive when he is not given work 
and later denies the charge, the 
record is played back to his sur- 
prise and consternation. 

They'll Take Less 
The Screen Publicists Guild has 
dropped its minimum wage demand 
for senior flacks from $150 to $120 
per week. Producers are reported 


| willing to go as high as $100, and 


this figure may be adopted as a com- 
promise. Publicists are insisting 
that any member with three years 
newspaper experience or in public- 
ity is entitled to senior rating, Pro- 
ducers are questioning this basis, 
contending the three years’ experi- 
ence should apply only to experi- 
ence in studio publicity work. Ne- 
gotiations between the two groups 
will be resumed tomorrow (Wed.), 
with Pat Casey, producer labor con- 
tact, heading studio negotiators, and 
George Bodle, attorney for the SPG, 
representing the flacks. 

Joseph McDonough is new pres- 
ident of the Junior Screen Direc- 
tors Guild. Other officers are Hal 
Walker, vice-president; Syd Fogel, 
secretary, and Clem Jones, treas- 
urer. Class A members of the board 
of directors are George Blair, Hor- 
ace Hough, Vernon Keays, Joseph 
McDonough, Walter Mayo, Harry 
Scott, Eric Stacey, William Tummel, 
Hal Walker, Edward Woehler. Class 
B members are Joe Dill, Eli Dunn, 
Syd Fogel, Clem Jones and Jack 
Temple. McDonough, Walker, Woeh- 
ler were elected representatives of 
the Junior Guild to sit with the 
senior board of directors. 

Assistant directors approved a 
resolution tilting the initiation fee 
for Class A members from $25 to 
$150 and for Class B and other 
classifications from $10 to $75. 

Twenty-five assistant directors re- 
signed from Junior Screen Directors 
Guild because of ban placed by the 
Screen Actors Guild on dual mem- 
berships. Survey disclosed that 60 
assistant directors also had mem- 
bership in the SAG. Of that num- 
ber 35 elected to remain in the SDG 
and turned in their memberships in 
the SAG. Those withdrawing as 
assistant directors seldom received 
directorial assignments and had been 
working largely as actors. 


IA Trial Nears End 


Superior court trial instituted by 
officers of Technicians Local 37 in 
an effort to regain control of 6,000 
members from International Alli- 
ance of Theatrical Stage Employees, 
probably will be completed this 
week. The plaintiffs closed their 
case yesterday (Mon.), and IATSE 
prepared to start introduction of 
testimony. 

Telephone company records were 
introduced by Local 37 to show that 
IA officials here were unable to con- 
tact George E. Browne, IATSE 
prexy, on the night of March 12, 
when Local 37 was seized. C. D. 
Webber, special agent for the tele- 
phone company, testified his records 
showed that call for Browne had 
been placed at 10 p.m. on the night 
of March 12, but that an effort to 
reach him was still being made on 
the call as late as March 16. Har- 
old V. Smith, former Coast head of 
the IATSE, had previously testified 
that he called Browne on that night 
and talked to him relative to dec- 
laration of an extreme emergency. 

Telephone records also disclosed 
that Smith on the same night had 
placed calls to Louis Krouse, IA gen- 
eral executive secretary, at Phila- 
delphia, and to Richard Walsh, IA 
vice-president, at Brooklyn. A. 
Brigham Rose, counsel for Local 37, 
advised the court he intended to 
show that Browne could not be lo- 
cated, and that the telegram declar- 
ing an emergency was sent either by 
Krouse or Walsh. 

Attorney Rose also introduced a 
telegram from Smith to Browne at 
Chicago, in which he urged the IA 
prexy not to make a deposition that 





(Continued on page 20) 


Wants Refund 


Charlie McDonald, division 
mgr. of RKO houses in New 
York, reports about a fellow who 
suffered an apparent insulin 
shock at the Palace and nearly 
disrupted the works. Theatre 
called an ambulance and had 
him taken to the hospital. 

Now the guy wants a refund 
on the 35 cent ticket he bought 
the day he was carried away. 











QUEBEC CITY 


MAY GO INTO 
EXHIBITION 


Quebec City, June 27. 
This city will go into the flicker 
biz if Quebec’s 11 picture theatres, 
shut since June 2 in protest against 
the added 10% amusement tax levy 
imposed by the city council, don’t 


the city hall Friday (23) after the- 


of the added tax which raised the 
total civic amusement charge to 
224%2% and promised to repeal it 


to business.’ 


After the operators’ decision had 
been handed in, members of a spe- 
cial committee in charge of Palais 
Montcalm, Quebec civic center 
equipped with a large auditorium, 
were called to the office of Mayor 
Lucien Borne and told to go ahead 
with plans for the operation of two 
civic theatres—one uptown and one 
downtown—and a committee mem- 
ber named to go to'Montreal to find 
out what films could be obtained. 


Delegations from the theatres, 
Kiwanis hotels, Trades and Labor 
Council and representative business 
organizations had pointed out to the 
mayor and city council Tuesday (20) 
that the situation was steering trade 
away from Quebec and adversely af- 
fecting tourist traffic. Meanwhile 
the city is losing a minimum of 
$2,500 weekly in amusement tax (at 
the old rates), while 133 theatre em- 
ployees are unemployed. 





Tomsen, Nick-Weston’s 
Foe, New Heads St. L. 
IATSE; Local Autonomy 


St. Louis, June 27. 

Robert Tomsen, chief of foes who 
led fight that resulted in the blasting 
of John P. Nick and Clyde A. Wes- 
ton from leadership in affairs of 
IATSE, Local No. 143, was elected 
head of the Local early Friday (23) 
by secret ballots cast by 103 mem- 
bers. The election had been ordered 
by Circuit Judge Ernest F. Oakley 
who deposed Nick and Weston after 
a trial brought by 66 members of the 
local who complained of the tyran- 
nical methods used by Nick in run- 
ning the Local. 


Besides Tomsen, other officers 
chosen were William Robinson, v.p.; 
O. R. Meyers, secretary-treasurer; E. 
D. James, recording sec.; Julian An- 
thony, sergeant-at-arms, and George 
Hess, L. C. Chambers and Homer 
Tong, trustees. It was the first elec- 
tion of officers of the Local held 
since 1935 when Nick was placed in 
charge by George E. Browne, inter- 
national prez. of LATSE. 

The balloting was unanimous for 
all officers except Tomsen as he cast 
his vote for William Canavan, former 
international prez. All of the new 
officers have been projectionists for 
more than 25 years and all were 
members of the union before Nick 
took control. Arthur W. Lyday, In- 
dianapolis, Inc., personal representa- 
tive of Browne assured the local that 
if ‘proper officers’ were elected home 
rule would probably be restored at 
once, Tomsen said. This is one of 
the big points in the local issue. 





Geiger Edisons Par 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Paramount appointed Fred Geiger 
chief of the studio electrical depart- 
ment to fill vacancy caused by the 
death of Arthur J. Carpenter. 





20 years. 


reopen. The plan was announced at | 


atre operators had rejected a pro-| position from the World’s Fair and 
posal by the city for a year's trial | outdoor attractions. 





after that time if ‘it proved harmful | 


Geiger has been with the company | 


Only 30 June Closings in N.Y-N. J. 
Sector, Hence Considered Not So Bad 





The small number of picture the- 
atres in Greater New York, nearby 
New Jersey spots and upstate N. Y. 
to shutter during the month of June 
surprised trade followers who had 
been anticipating wholesale shutter- 
ing. Check this week reveals only 
30 in Greater New York, Long Is- 
land and some 20 towns in sur- 
rounding territory closed down last 
month, Same area reported only 
seven closings in May. 

While nearly twice as many 
houses may shutter during July, fact 
that all Skouras theatres still are 
open, and that both Loew and RKO 
have kept operations going, except- 
ing in two spots, indicates that the 
customary summer shutdown will 
not be as severe as first anticipated. 

RKO closed its Alden, Jamaica, 
during June, while Loew’s shuttered 
the Hollywood on Avenue A, lower 
east side New York. Harry Brandt 
closed the Clifton, also on Manhat- 
tan’s east side. 

Many independents and some 
|major affiliate circuits are using 
|numerous reissues currently and 
holding trade well considering op- 





List of film theatres closed this 
month follows: 

Clifton (on Second Ave.), Holly- 
wood (Loew’s), New Fourteenth, 
Washington, all Manhattan; Cinema, 
Cumberland, Grace, Radio, Para- 
dise, Strand, Wilson and Shubert, all 
Brooklyn; Burke, Avalon, Mt. Eden, 
Dale and Boro, All Bronx. 

Alden, in Jamaica; Central, Yon- 
kers; Hastings, in Hastings; Juliet, in 
Arlington; Park, in Newburg; Plaza, 
Mt. Vernon; Strand, North Tarry- 
town, all N. Y. state. 

Drive-in, Union City; Franklin, 
Franklin; Hawthorne, in Hawthorne; 
Opera House, Bayonne; Rex, East 
Rutherford; Rialto, Paterson, all 
New Jersey state. 

May closings: Chopin, Cinema 49, 
Filmarte, all Manhattan; Crystal, 
Brooklyn; Ascot; Bronx; Broadway, 
Yonkers; and Metro, Ft. Lee, N. J. 





Meantime, Many New 


Houses Being Built 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Two more new houses have just 
been announced for Pittsburgh 
Metro district. East McKeesport 
getting a 500-seater, which will be 
operated by N. A. Malanos, vet in 
this territory, and construction is 
slated to get under way in two 
weeks. Name will be the Loyal, in 
memory of late Charles Malanos, 
who with his brother opened old 
Loyal in East Pittsburgh 25 years 
ago. 

Other spot is a 750-seater in West 
View, which Girard Real Estate Co., 
composed of business men in that 
district, is building. When finished 
in the fall, house will be leased by 
Girard outfit to Alpine Theatre In- 
dustries of Ohio. 


Skirbalis’ Building 

Massillon, O., June 27. 
Contract for the construction of 
a new theatre in Lincoln Way West 
has been awarded to Guy L. John- 
son Construction Co. of Steubenville. 
Skirball Bros., of Cleveland, chain 
operators in Ohio, constructing the 
1,000-seater. Skirballs for several 

years operated the Grand here. 








Butterfield’s New Houses 
Detroit, June 27. 

Mild building boom is being en- 
gineered by Butterfield Michigan 
Theatres Co. throughout state, in an- 
anticipation of fail openings. 

Work will start soon on a new 
house in North Lansing, Mich., with 
completion due in early September. 
This will be only one of three new 
spots planned for state capitol, since 
circuit has ordered plans drawn for 
two other large houses in Lansing 
residential sections. Both are ex- 
pected to be finished early this fall. 

Plans are being set also for a new 
500-seater in Reed City, with open- 
ing set before snow flies. Butterfield 
is just completing new theatres in 
Cadillac and Allegan, the latter 
opening last week. 

Remodeling of the Gladmer in 
Lansing and the Garden in Flint 
nearly complete, openings set for 
Aug. 27 for Gladmer and Sept. 1 for 
Garden. ' 





Grand 0.H.'’s Rebuild 
Cincinnati, June 27. 
Transformation of the Grand opera 
house, for many years this burg's 
leading legit, operated by Erlanger, 


cinemas since 1932, to a modern 
1,500-seat screen emporium will start 
July 17. Rebuilding is scheduled to 
occupy seven months. Property is 
owned by the Charles P. Taft estate, 
which is making the improvement 
and will lease the theatre to RKO. 
Present house seats 1,140, with lobby 
centered between two stores. 





Ft. Wayne’s Drive-In 
Ft. Wayne, Ind., June 27. 

Ft. Wayne’s first drive-in opened 
on an 18-acre plot a couple of miles 
west of town. Drive-in Movies js 
operated by Roy Gordon, formerly 
vaudeville. 

Gordon’s firm also announces start 
of city’s first all-colored theatre in 
heart of local Harlem, to be known 
as The Avenue, colored folks’ name 
for main street in the district. 





New 1,000-Seater 
Norfolk, Va., June 27. 
By the first of July, work will start 
on a new theatre in Suffolk, near 
here. Pitt-Roth Amus. Corp. is 
building; basement also will house a 
bowling alley. Capacity, 1,000. 





New Dixie Opens 
Charlotte, N. C., June 27. 
The new Dixie, Kannapolis, opened 
this week; 500 seats, managed by H. 
R. Butler. 





Another Fex-West Coaster 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Fox-West Coast awarded contracts 
for construction of a new film house 
in Leimert Park, to be completed in 
90 days. Co-owner is David Bershon, 
who operates the Leimert theatre in 
that section in conjunction with 
F-WC. 


INFANTILE EPIDEMIC 
FURTHER KAYOES S. C. 


Spartanburg, S. C., June 27. 

Infantile paralysis epidemic sweep- 
ing across South Carolina is para- 
lyzing business heavily. In most 
areas, theatres, including four Wilby- 
Kincey houses here, have barred 
youngsters of 12 or younger. 

Manager Bob Tolbert of Wilby- 
Kincey circuit explained through the 
press that a ban on youngsters was 
necessary as a precautionary meas- 
ure, with close to 200 cases and sev- 
eral deaths in the state. 
Kiddie Safety club, long conducted 
by Station WSPA from State theatre 
stage, temporarily cancelled. First 
time program has been off air in 
many years. 


Dannenberg’s Overwork 
Blamed; Slashed Wrisis 


Cleveland, June 27. 

Sidney Dannenberg, 41, ad direc- 
tor for Warner Bros. Ohio houses, 
was found on the floor of his bath- 
room last Saturday (24) with arms, 
wrists and throat slashed. Police 
rushed him to hospital where phy- 
sicians said most of the cuts made by 
razor were superficial. 

His wife, Mrs. Joy Dannenber€, 
who found him, said he had been 
suffering from a nervous breakdown 
as result of over-work and seemed 
melancholy. 


Theatre Staff Marooned 
At Picnic, Skeds Jammed 


Wichita, Kan., June 27. 

Sixty employes of Fox Theatres 
here were marooned on an island 
during an outing on Monday (26) 
from 11 a. m. until 4 p. m. Rescues 
were effected by firemen and deputy 
sheriffs in boats. 

The operator of the Miller theatre 
was so intent on assisting in the 
rescue of his pals he forgot to open 
the house. Manager and assistant 
manager of the house, who were ma- 
rooned, made tracks for the theatre 
but found the safe locked. Borrow- 
ing pick axes they tore the hinges 
from the boxoffice and got the ad- 
mission sale under way. Woody 
Barrett, city advertising manager, 
sold the tickets. 

Roy Burford, Fox city manager, 
Mike Lehman, Uptown manager, also 
marooned. No usherettes were avail- 























and in the local string of RKO 


able for work anywhere until 5 p. m. 
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That’s what counts! 


The batter may look good when he steps to bat. But how does he look in the 9% column? 


‘That’s what his manager wants to know. A picture may look good on paper. But how does 


fic look in the 0 column when the returns start coming in? That’s what the exhibitor wants 
to know. With “Midnight”, one of the high 9 pictures of the spring season, still cleaning 
up, with “Union Pacific”, one of the top % pictures of the year, yes, and of many years, 
continuing to run up records from coast to coast, with “Invitation to Happiness”, starting 
out with 146% in Kansas City, 135% in Hartford, 125% in Detroit... Paramount right now 
is the company with the big 06 pictures. And “Man About Town”, the picture the whole 
trade is talking about as the smash hit of the summer season, the “best of the Benny pictures,” 


is going to add plenty to that Paramount record. . 


and that’s only the beginning, boys, only the beginning 
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TYPHOON TREASURE to a country estate to break off the | 


whole thing, with Arvis, downheart- 
(Continued from page 14) 


ed, breaking his contract —s the 
times that it no longer carries weight | Tadio station and disappearing. Some 
as a plot. In ‘Typhoon Treasure’ the 


weeks later, Lannea tn a small town 

: |far from Havana, he proves a sen- 

; lopment is so primary and | d . ’ 

Garestnts that all Pohance for |Sation as the masked tenor. A con 
winning favor is wiped out. 


As it | tract is signed to sing on the program 
stands, the fable is simply. a race ;o 


\of the girl’s father. She hears —_ 
between the hero and his pal (and a | and after a dramatic scene, e 


: 1s \father forgives and forgets. 
nasive, Utan), and a villainous lot of | “poo ort Cline’ camera caught the 
7 r : : ., beauty of Rio Cristal, on the shores 
a ae ~ oe the of the Almendares River, very artis- | 


: ‘ ically. The songs are well rendered. | 
much-thwarted pair through the jun- | ets ccoaualiee should do well in 


les. pursued by spear-tossing na- | te : i” meen, 
oe aa alligators. An anti-climax | Latin-American countries 
is the hero’s exploit in a ay -_ . 
ing reasure a e bot- 
ogee Jeane ty MARGUERITE DREI 
Submarine photography used for (‘Marguerite Divided by Three) 
this is done capably by A. B. Cum- - (GERMAN-MADE) 
Berlin, June 17. 
Ravaria release of Minerva production, 
Directed by Theo Lingen, Scenario, Hel- 





mings. Messrs. George and Harry 
Maicom were not nearly so success- 
ful with the picture’s other camera | 
work, bad lighting marring innumer- 





7 mut Kautner and Axel Eggebre: nt, from 
able scenes. Dialog is about as thin the play by Fritz Schw lefert; music, Peter 
and punchless as imaginable, being lee oo meng Ry eee ger 
reminiscent of the ‘unhand me vil- | ° Ruring time, 93 MENS. 
lain’ school. Marguerite ...ccccse.-.+--+---Gusti Huber 

Campbell Copelin tries to breathe | Jean .......... asaew Richard Romanowsky | 
some life into the role of the hero welt , csscssencevseeessi¢ 1 --+ eae ae 
who struggles to regain his sunken incle Lorenz seeeee eecees Hermann Thimig 
treasure. Remainder of cast is as Uncle Karl... ccccscvccceseeses Theo Lingen 





feeble as the story and dialog. Wear 


THE GOOD OLD DAYS 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, June 16. 
Warner release of First National produc- 
tion. Stars Max Miller. Directed by Roy 


There’s nothing to hold this one 
back from becoming a good money-| 
maker in Germany. Script is based 
on a popular stage play of a decade | 
ago, which was successfully revived | 
last season, with cast and direction 





Willlam Neill. Screenplay and dialog, .: 2s : = 
Austin Melford, John Dighton, from story | Skilfully giving the film proper im-| 
by Ralvoh Smart... At the Cambridge, Lon- t 

Ac Running time: 79 MINS. petus, 

aon. running e: 6 a aes. f . 

Alexander the Greatest.........Max Mille: Basically a high-class comedy, 
OEMs » + 2 +s 5 + 00s 2 > ec eeetennees Hal Walters | which continues to smell of the foot- 
Randoin Siacaulay.---s-c+- JE taattiunt |lights, it was tuned down to belly 
 eeeS ORES Kathleen Gibson | laughs by the stage-screen comedian 
LGOVElACE. .cccccccccecsvcseesd Anthony Shaw | Theo Lingen. Long a featured player, 
Shadwell. ..cccccceccccrsecececd Allan Jeayes e s : * sae s ‘ ir or. 
GPPMES . 00. . ce cceccceccccesess Roy Emerton | this is his initial test as direct 
Mire. Bennett... scrcecocs Phyllis Monkman 





Quite an amusing idea in this latest 
Max Miller vehicle, and far ahead of 


He's also filling the leading comedy 
part. In both capacities Lingen’s | 
points never miss fire and except for 
the timing, which did not allow suf- 
ficient leeway but cut in on laughs, 


his last effort. Perhaps its greatest he gives excellent account of him- 
asset is slick direction, for not a/ Self as the director. In Gusti Huber, 
as gy 3 the exotic-looking Viennese mime, | 
minute is wasted, and theme should 


? playing tie title role, he has class | 
interest U. S. audiences. It shows the| acting material. She has a juicy | 


trials and vicissitudes of the early | four-part role. 
thespians, who suffered ignominy and 


persecution in following their call- 
ing. 

In England, according to an old 
statute, actors are still under the 
classification of ‘rogues and vaga- 
bonds.’ This story, set in 1840, shows 


a troupe of strolling players endeav- 
oring to exhibit its wares in the 


country towns outside London, haz- | 


Plot concerns the difficulties of two 
lovers who cannot get joined because 
of three dyed-in-the-wool bachelor 
uncles of Wolf, the boy. With female 
instinct, the girl, Marguerite, sets 

{about to discover their vulnerable 
;points. As the intellectual Marga, 
| the motherly Greta and the sexy 
| Rita, she caters to each and gets 





| each in turn to propose to her. Hav- 
|ing coaxed them that far, she forces 








: . ; them to give their consent to her 
arding fines and imprisonment, for| marriage with Wolf. For now they 
Covent Garden, was playcacting al- | cculg,,not, Rossibly deny what they 
, ' € al | selve coveted. 

lowed. Under the leadership of their |" "The small east is completed by the 
optimistic manager (Miller), they | likeable young lead, Henry Holt. 
find themselves in a brawl with irate | Hermann Thimig and Franz Schaf- 
wit cee ae Pc page yg heitlin arg. good soils as the crotchety 

. : neles. Goo ns work turned in 
stocks and pillory, the butt of small| by Hans Schneeberger with sound 


boys with large squashy pears. and editing following close behind. 
Reaching London, the bright leader Trask, 


starts singing in a public saloon, and | 

amy Se stage a show there, claim- | S NE S 

ing they want to entertain the poor. | W 

A rival publican informs against | oa ges on - aga 

hem i i Warwick release enneth J. shop 

t and the show is raided by the production. Features John Gallaudet. Di- 
rected by Leon Barsha. Screenplay by Ed- 

gxaur Edwards; camera, George Meehan; edi- 


| ne who impose heavy fines or 
mprisonment. They manage to raise 
tor, William Austin. At Central, N. Y. 


the money by restoring to his father 


a small boy, found in their lodgings, | du! week June 17, °8% Running time: 
ho had been stolen b i > Ahan oo 
who y gypsies. Jerry Tracy.....es- eeceseee-JOhnN Gallaudet 


Plenty of comedy situations, with 


Ann Leslie ccoccecs.. 18s Meredith 
the actors scrambling in and out of | 


Brains McGillicuddy.........George McKay 








sooty flues and over rooftops, en- 
deavoring to return the child in time 
to eollect the reward to evade prison. 
An old-time pie-eating competition is 
shown, too, where burly contestants 


shovel down relays of food in an at- | 


tempt to beat the champ. 

Miller is a music-hall name here, 
and scored in brief character parts 
in his first films. Stardom is a dif- 
ferent matter, however. Many will 
enjoy the picture in spite of him, and 
not because of him, Supporting cast 
leaves nothing to be desired. while 
direction is creditable. Clem. 





Ahora Seremos Felices 


(‘Now we'll be Happy’) 
(WITH SONGS) 


Havana, June 18. 
Cc. H. I. C. production and release. Stare 
Juan aArvisu, Mappy Cortes; features 
Pituka de Foronda, Mario Martinez Casado, 
Maria Pardo, Pepe del Campo, 
Bros. Orch,, Jovenes del Cayo Orch., An- 
tilano Trio and Pablito y Lilon rhumba 
Orch. Directed by William L. Nolte and 
Fred Bain. Screenplay, William L. Nolte, 
based on original by Ramon Perez Diaz; 
dialog, Gonzalo de Palacio; camera, Robert 
Cline; editor, Fred Pain; musical director, 

Rafael Barros. At Radio Cine, Havana. 





This is one of best films made in 
Cuba, boasting good photography and 
sound. C.H.IL.C. productions imported 
a crew of seven Americans, includ- 
ing makeup expert and electrician, 
which accounts for the clear lighting 
and smooth sound. 

Directors Nolte and Bain whipped 
the Cuban actors into shape, enabling 
them to break away from the old 
Spanish custom of overacting. 

The production stars Juan Arvisu, 
Mexican tenor, and Mappy Cortes, 
Porto Rican ingenue. Both do well. 
The comedy relief by P. Martinez 
Casado and Pituka de Foronda is 
well timed, although Casado overacts 
some scenes, same as Pepe del Campo 
and Pedro Duarte. ; 

It’s the story of a pular radio 
star who falls in love with the daugh- 
ter of a millionaire. Latter sends her 


Castro | 


David Corning......+..0e+..-John Hamilton 
Tony Peyden.....seccees.- Frank C, Wilson 
Edgar Drake....++seseees. William Mcintyre 
Pauline Drake. 





Fred Hammer....... -John G, Spacey 
Inspector Fitzgerald...........Colin Kenny 
| Ms Ms CPOE. 656s ccder Coesereoore Fred Bass 





Coming rather late in the cycle of 
| radio news columnists whose special- 
ty is underworld contact and solving 
;of murder mysteries, this whodunit 
|is further handicapped by inferior 


Building a Nation 


(SO, AFRICAN-MADE) 
Cape Town, May 28. 


African Films production (Schlesinger) 
and release. Direcied by Joseph Albrecht 
and A, A. Pienaar. 

Cast: Alfred Holtzer, George Vollaire, 
Valda Adams, Jack Gligh, C. de-W. Marais, 
M’Badinile Ngecobo, Myles Bourke, Madge 
Fabian, Gordon Buchanan, John Allen, Dirk 
llling, Gerald Wynne, John Nel, D. Oden- 


daal, Chief Langalake Ngocobo, Fred 
Coyne, Mary Allen, G, L. Nel, Tom John- 
son, Dick Bruickshanks, Eric Carter-John- 
son, 





(In Dutch and English) 

‘Building a Nation’ is a propaganda 
picture by the South African govern- 
ment for overseas. Story overs the 
history of the country, from the 15th 
century, when Bartholomew Diaz 
discovered the Cape, to the end of 
the South African War. Story is 
disjointed, omitting several impor- 
tant British historical events. 

The gold and diamond industry is 
poorly described. The massacre of 
Piet Retief and his men by the Kafir 
king and the battle of Blood river, 
where the Boers avenge. the 
massacre by defeating the Kafir king 
and his army, are the topliners of 
the film. Battle scenes are splen- 
didly carried out. 


ing tenor out of jail and establishes 
him as a radio favorite. Travelling 
through Italy is a screen star, whose 
manager concocts a scheme to pop- 
ularize the star’s forthcoming pic- 
ture by framing a romance between 
them. A great buildup is arranged 
for the press, both are thrown to- 
gether, and the expected happens. 
They run away to enjoy their happi- 
ness at the Lido-Venice, where the 
singer ultimately learns that he has 
been duped and his affections have 
been trifled with. He breaks away 
from the star, upbraids his manager, 
goes back to his former sweetheart 
and all ends well when he gets his 
radio contract. 

Gandusio is an irrepressible man- 
ager, completely motivating and 
guiding Buti’s destinies. The direc- 


tor has made the most of his flam-| 


boyant qualities and grandiloquent 
gestures. nn} 
star, Loris Gizzi, as her manager and 
Paola Barbara, Buti’s sweetheart, 
given excellent performances In the 
spirit of the piece. 


LENIN IN 1918 


(RUSSIAN-MADE) 














Jimmy Hanley has all the signs of 
a new star. Capad Productions has 
featured him in a role that looks as 
if it had been written to order for 
him. 

The beginning contains too much 
cockney conversation to be readily 
understood by the majority of thea- 
tregoers, having no bearing on the 
progression of the plot, but merely 
contributes to atmospheric details. A 
reduction from 83 minutes to 70 
should make this a fast-moving pop- 
ular feature in this country and a 
good second feature abroad. 

Story is simple. Young garage 
mechanic (Hanley) reveals a talent 
for boxing, falls in love and wants 
to earn money quickly to marry. He 
gets into the clutches of a small- 
time, crooked fight promoter, is per- 
mitted to win easily on his first fight 
and it’s proposed to him that he lay 
down for the second. Taking the 
money he received for the first en- 
counter, he has his father get big 
odds, then knocks out his opponent, 
who is scheduled for victory. 

The fight sequences and crowd 
scenes are reatistic. Production, di- 
rection, photography and casting are 
adequate. olo, 





PER UOMINI SOLI 


(‘For Men Only’) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 


Fanny Marchio as the film | 
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Breach Widens 











(Continued from Page 18) 





could be used by Local 37. 
telegram follows: 


‘Your deposition in our case put 
over until 11 a.m. Wednesday (12), 
The reason is Rose wants to take 
your deposition in his case. Com- 
mission will not be issued in Rose 
case until our ,demurrer is argued 
Monday. Will advise you outcome 
Monday. Respectfully suggest you 
do not give him deposition as it is 
optional with you concerning giv- 
ing Rose a deposition due to lack of 
| jurisdiction.’ 

Motion Picture Upholsterers and 
|Drapers Guild, which joined the 
| IATSE in a body but still maintained 
| the Guild, has adopted a resolution 
| endorsing the autonomy fight of Lo- 
| cal 37 and pledging its support. 


The 





also was introduced 





| ° 
|} Testimony 
} | 
; Amkino release of Mosfilm production. | ¢hat eace arle arranged b Dis- 

As Paul Kruger, the president of Directed by Mikhail Romm, Scenario by | 7, att : Bu Fitt i f 
the defunct Transvaal, Dick Cruick-| 4° Kapler and T. Zlatagorova; camera, | trict Attorney Buron Fitts in an ef- 
shanks is adequate. Myles Bourke] Boris Volchek; ccUre, | Nikola! | Kriukv; |fort to settle the internal labor fight 

° . : : 4 >h r Pa, . 
handles the character of Piet Retief a ag ing ao” Running time:|Was called at the suggestion of 
well. Rest of the cast is only fair, | igo ans. , a ae _ |Joseph M. Schenck, prexy of the 
showing a weakness in the true|v. 1. Lenin...........-+: Boris V. caches Producers Association. Joseph W 

iri Ss j j are | J. V. Stalin......ce.eee-+.s- +. Gelova . _ . Ab 
spirit and personality of their a |<. HB. Vorshilov....c... Nikolai Rozolyubev | Carpenter, prexy of Local 37, testi- 
acters and a consciousness of the | yy. 53, Gorky.......----Nikolal Cherkassov | © 64 mitts stated he had b or 
camera. Production is good. Hanson.| ® f pzerzhinsky.......-- .V. M. Markov | He¢ itts state e na een asker 
Sy eee lY¥. M. Sverdlov.......es.- ..V. M. Markov | bv Schenck to try to straighten out 
iw , ro. ay y lobing “ : ‘ 
| N. K, Krupskaya...... - LF a ‘1. | the matter. Schenck told him to ‘get 
. * ° | Vassily. ...ee.ceceeeeeess Nikolai Okhlopk 
There Ain’t No Justice | His Wife) ..f fill... K. V. Korebova|us together and see what could be 
Matveyev...cccccccsecsteeesces V. V. Vanin 1 Py 
- Faviteiis ano Sethe es _.E. N. Muzil aone, 
Ts 17 oo. aoa 595 on6eeee 1. M,. Tolchaney | Federals Keeping Tab 
ondaon, vune . Professor..........-.ssee.-A4. E. Khokhlov | ’ A ‘ 

Associated British release of Capad pro- | The Wesker, Korobov..-..+...D. N. Orlov | Special agents of United States At- 
duction. Directed by Pen Tennyson. | Kulak........cceeceseeeees N. S. Filotaike Y|itorney General Frank Murphy are 
Screenplay, Pen Tennyson, Sergei Nolban- | Rutkovski........eeseeeeee: ¥. K. Svobodin|) A ae 
doy, James Curtis, from novel by James | Vobiliev........e.ceeeeeeee5. P. Kozminski | kee ping a close check on ev idence 
| Curtis; camera, Mutz Greenbaum. At | Novikov.......ssseseeeee+V. A. Tretiakov | jntroduced in the present trial. They 
Cambridge, London. Running time; 83 san J on nogg PYTTTIT TT Tie ae OS Pot | have already requested a copy of the 
MINS. CONStANCINOV. .esceeeeeeeeees A. - onatov | a - - ig 
Tommy’ MUG... ..0..50000<4 Timmy Hanley | Sintsov.. .....seeeeeeeereeee V. R. Soloviev | transcript with the idea of check- 
- pe pasersosecscccccees ee 7 ? a] - lish Titles) |ing it against data collected in their 
ala 3 ) PIrererrrrrrrrererrernr. | “le b) , s 2 § {s . . 
aa: Wabeicicsccdecss>.s, Phyllis Staniey | (IM Russian eee ong eee cociatist | investigation of reports of asserted 
RTE CSS err Edward Chapman Adherents of the Russian + - = .- | labor racketeering in the film indus- 
a Re ny ey) ee ney: Jill Furse | experiment will get a liberal ‘ge <4 | try 
Billy Frost........e........Richard Ainley} mation of their beliefs from this Js : 

RIOD ov iiss sacekhaes er Gus McNaughton | Jengthy, but interesting film. Not | Tops in the IATSE are scheduled 
| ers ‘Meaeke oe eo x Nan Hopkins | for general audience consumption in | to face Superior Judge Emmet Wil- 
Frank Fox.......... Michael Hogarth | this country, production will chiefly|son Thursday (29) on_ citations 





satisfy dyed-in-the-wool radicals.|charging them with contempt of 
a tpg “4 — ne, gee ee |court in connection with the revo- 
n e scope of historical Subject | cation of the charter of Local 37 and 
a ele well on a as ithe issuance of charters for five new 
matic : studio locals. Five new unions have 
Film begins with Lenin's attempts | already elected officers and tops are 
to win over weak-kneed opposition | urging all members of former Local 

of his own rank and file to a policy | 37 to transfer their membership. 
Officers of Motion Picture Studio 


tionists, and carries on in engrossing 
continuity the hatching and foiling 
of plotted assassinations of Red lead- 
ers; the attempt on Lenin's life by 
Fanny Kaplan, drug-addicted tool of 
White Russian elements; Lenin’s re- 
covery from the shooting and final 
victory on the battlefield. 
Producers have not overlooked 
their usual system of casting their 
adherents in the most favorable and 
heroic light and their enemies in 
reverse. But through these surface 
planes, the director brings out the 
facets of great humen interest. Len- 
in’s sacrifices and adherence to duty 
and principle is shown’ his sympathy 
and thought for children as well as 
his brothers-in-arms: his patience 
with peasants and ignorant workers 
unable to grasp the ‘great experi- 
ment’; the humor and simpleness of 
the man in the harrowing scenes of 
his shooting and recuperation—these 


of ruthless extermination of obstruc- 
Laborers, Local 727, are T. Goset, 


president; Ed Faust, vice-president; 
Ed Northbrook, financial secretary- 
treasurer; Zeal Fairbanks, business 


| representative; Paul Weber, sergeant- 


at-arms, 

New officers of Motion Picture 
Prop Mens’, Local 44, are Eric Caru- 
thers, president; W. Middlestadp, 
vice-president; Del Crawford, finan- 
cial secretary; Ted Hansard, business 
representative; Fred Cooke, sergeant- 
at-arms; Bill Goodwin, Frank Hills, 
J. Frank Madigan, trustees. 

Herbert Sorrell has been reelected 
business representative of Motion 
Picture Painters, Local 644. At the 
same time Sorrell was handed a sub- 
stantial increase in salary. Otto 
Geiser was named president, defeat- 


ing Jack Holen, up for reelection. 
Other officers are Fred West, vice- 
president; Gene Price, secretary; 
Tony Von Sticht, treasurer; Frank 
McLean, trustee; George Stout, con- 


are the things one wili remember 
perhaps over and above the political 
propaganda of the producticn. 

The sure artistry of director, 
writers and cast is evident through- 





(With Songs) 


Esperia Film release of Romulus-Lupa 
roduction, Features Carlo Butl, Antonio 
andusio, Paola Barbara. Directed by 
Guido Brignone. Story by Luciano Doria; 
camera, Carlo Montuori; editor, Camillo 
del Signore. At Cine Roma, N. Y. Run- 
ning time, 88 MINS. 





_story material. None of the cast car- 

ries box office weight with result the 
picture must be only as good as its 
script. This one’ may get by on 
lower-bracket double bills. 

John Gallaudet has stuff on the 
ball and treats his Winchell-like role 
in all seriousness, taking whatever 
honors there are in the film. As a 
nighthawk he uncovers a story that 
leads to several murders, one of 
which the director never troubles to 
| explain, 
| William McIntyre is casi as a rene- 
| gade utility magnate who sets out 
| to avenge an illicit affair between 
| his wife and an attorney. Mixed up 

in the affair is his son who plays in 
the night-club orchestra rather than 
touch a cent of the old man’s money. 
| When the columnist breaks news 
_of the impending scandal over the 
air, the son goes haywire and 
threatens to do something to stop 
it. At the magnate’s town house, the 
father is murdered. From there on, 
the columnist, given carte blanche 
by the police, traces the culprit, as 
usual, the least suspected. His mo- 
tive was the stock market, although 
why he found it necessary to mur- 
der is obscured. 

_ Production skimps on sets, light- 
| ing and other technical details that 
|might have helped to lift it out of 
the ‘C’ class. In the main, however, 
the principal fault lies in selection 
of the yarn and in its unfolding. As- 
side from Gallaudet, no one stands 
out excepting George McKay as a 
comedy stooge. His attempts at hu- 


morous touches are overdone, how- 
ever, 

















SEY SUI 5 564.6 « «<.0:c5x00e os Carlo But! 
Cav. Barnaba Tamburini..Antonio Gandusio 
RS cb A ib Ot 66600066 00n 00 Guido Ricciol! 
Cecchina..........+ceeeee0..Pacla Barbara 
Hert Garbins.......... eoee-Fanny Marchio 
Ladislaon Pezkowsky...cscccesse: Loris Gizzi 
NIN 6055444000400 0000604 Pina Renzi 
Pasqualino Pappalardo.............. Riento 





(In Italian; no English Titles) 

Handsomely produced and 
mounted musical remance, played 
with tongue in cheek ard closely 
imitating the Hollywood trend in 
light musical entertainment, does not 
come off su successfully. Will do 
fairly well in Italian population 
centers because of its novelty and 
modern departure from foreign con- 
eeption of film entertainment. 

Tenor Carlo Buti who is featured, 
delivers several florid songs in ac- 
cepted bel canto style. Buti, how- 
ever, takes second place in the pic- 
ture’s importance, giving way to the 
more important contribution of An- 
tonio Gandusio, comedian and in- 
ventor of practical joke gadgets. 
Buti’s screen value is problematical, 
being short on acting ability and 


long on vocal accomplishment. His 
performance throughout appears 
wooden and restrained. He lacks 


comedy. 

Story apes the U. S. screen trend, 
capitalizing on the antics of screen 
stars. ‘For Men Only,’ the English 
translation of the title, does not con- 
vey anything. Story is possibly in- 
tended as a satire on the romance of 
an American Swedish film star and 
an eminent maestro. 


the proper animation and flair for|! 


ductor; Adolph Friedman, warden. 
Ben Martinez was reelected busi- 
ness representative of the Studio 
Plasterers without opposition. Other 
officers.are Harry E. Bell, president; 
O. E. Daniels, vice-president; Wesley 
A. Toombs, recording secretary. 
Closed shop agreement with Screen 
| Set Designers has been forwarded to 
major studios for signatures of ex- 
ecutives. Will then be submitted to 
SSD membership for approval. 


out. Mass movements in battle 
scenes; workers’ political meetings 
and assassination scenes are capably 
handled. Lighting, castin* simplicity 
of settings and other production de- 
tails are expert throughout. Direc- 
tor Romm has handled it all very 
well. 

Top honors go to Boris V. Shchu- 
kin for a great and unerring per- 
formance as Lenin. Otier outstand- 
ing work is done by Gelovani as 
Stalin; Cherkassov as Gorky; Markov 
in a dual role; Okhicnkov and Vanin. 
A brief interlude makes use of per- 
formance of Tschaikovsky’s ballet 
‘Swan Lake’ at an opera house where 
plots against the Soviet Union are ; 
hatched. These scenes are artistic- | Martha Raye had her option lifted 
ally and professionally handled by by Paramount. 
the Moscow Ballet. | Currently. she is in 

| 





PAR RENEWS RAYE 
Hollywood, June 27. 





] ‘$1,000 a 
_ Julian Leigh has done a good Eng- | Touchdown.’ 
lish titling job. 


AMANGELDY ‘on the steppes of Central Asia, 


eee under the bloody heels of 
(With Songs) | zarist Oppression,’ is another of 








(RUSSIAN-MADE) these moribundities. 
Amkino release of Lenfilm production. D!- Amangeldy, a Mongol, is the pres- 
— by Moissaye Levin. Scenario, V. | ent paragon of Lenin ideology, the 
vanov and G. Musrepov; music, N. Gnes- j y ; 
sin; A. Zhubanov, At Cameo. N. Y.. week simple revolutionary leader of the 


June 16. '89. Running time, 7 MINS. Kazakhs, who, like many another So- 





Amangeldy ............ Elubai Umurzakev | Viet hero, is seen first nurturing 
aw omy beceeseeces ts oO Dehentarbeteve pangs of revolt when the Czarist- 
Stn ce eeeeeeesss- +. Serke Kozhamkulov j j 
Dzhakas .......Kurmanbek Dzhandarbekov favored landowners sevens ed 
DPRMAERE ocsesdeccosscss Kamabek Baisseitev yoke upon his people. _ Then, throug 
MRIONE os seeuenesesass Kalibek Kuanshbayew | Yegor, his Russian friend, he learns 
MEAURERL cctsececossccccscecs Kapan Badirev | of Marxism and Leninism. 
— takhmetulla Salmenev While the film is essentially a 
? Fe sky ; 4 ’ . 
jaa... ‘""'d''stantelay-ky | chronicle of revolt, it's also a folk 
eels V. Sladkoplevisey | Saga. Its songs, however, have no 


Caucasian distinction. . 
Acting by Elubai Umurzakov, in 
the lead role, is satisfactory as with 
the rest of the cast. Camera is ade- 
part from what has long since be- | quate in spots on the outdoor scenes 
come belabored, inconsequential re- | while editing and direction are poor. 


(In Russian with English Titles) 
Despite these many years since 
Czarism, the Soviet has failed to de- 











A clever promotor takes a promis- 


minders of those dark days circa "16. | Particularly indicative of the latter 
‘Amangeldy,’ a tale of nomadic tribes’ is the slow pace. 


+ 
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That leaping Lion has done it again! 





























; And M-G-M customers win, as usual! 

: When your patrons come to New York Se | 

: On a World’s Fair visit — | 

| They'll find there’s only hovids a | | 

| One Information Service INFORMATION CENTER\, | 

| On Broadway—at the LOLW'S—Hetro-Golduuyn Mayer \ : | 

7 Crossroads of the World! ai ) | 

a And that’s Leo’s! | 

| Watch for the Special | 

: Trailer for your screen, | 

: And guest cards for your | 

| Patrons to Leo on Broadway! | 

3 | 
GALA OPENING TODAY! | 

. LOEW-METRO- 

| GOLDWYN-MAYER 

! WORLD ’S FAIR 

:. INFORMATION 

| CENTER 


in the heart of Times Square, N. Y. 
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Mayor-Showman Unloading His 
Houses: Theatre-Exchange Moves 


'on the house after the same home- 
owners were unsuccessful in pre- 
, venting the project under the zoning | 

laws. 

Birch Theatre Co. granted senate. | 
sion by city council of Woodbury, | 
N. J., to erect a theatre on the main 
street of the town. 


‘tre there. Work had recently started | 
} 





Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Flock of theatre holdings of John 
C. Friburg, mayor of Johnsonburg, 
Pa, have just 
Mark Kirkpatrick has purchased his 
interest in Main St., Galeton, Pa.; 
Pat Notarianni has taken his hold- 
ings in Knox, Pa., theatre and sev- 
eral weeks ago Friburg transferred 
leases at Mt. Jewett and Smethport, 
Pa.. to Blatt Bros. circuit. Friburg is 


retaining interests only in Johnson- 
burg. 

Walter Kessler, of Boston, ap- 
pointed assistant to manager Charlie 
Kurtzman of Loew’s Penn. He re- 


places Edward Richardson, shifted to 
the Orpheum. Boston. 


Virginia Alexander, daughter of 
Jim Alexander, head of Rep ex-| 
change here. has joined the office | 


staff of her dad's branch for the sum- 
mer. 


Consolidated Adds 3 
Oklahoma City, June 27. 
Consolidated Theatres, Inc. ac- 
quired three new houses in Lubbock, 
Texas, making company’s total oper- 
ation there six. The Cactus, Broad- 
way and Lyric, latter two from Andy 


Maulden, are the houses. Other three 


eperating are Lindsey, Palace and 
Texan. ; 

hanges in R. E. Griffith circuit 
made necessary by appointment of 


Ted Jones as district manager for all 


theatres in the New Mexico area, as 
follows: 
Wayne Patterson, formerly Reel 


and Rig manager at Hobbs, promoted 
to managership of Yucca and Pecos 
at Roswell. 

J. A. Sanders, formerly at Gallup, 


upped to managership Reel and Rig | 


at Hobbs. 

Marlin Butler, formerly at Por- 
tales, promoted to managership of 
Chief and Najajo in Gallup. 

Jack Raldock, formerly at Roswell, 
mapager of Yam and Kiva at Por- 
tales, N. M. 

Levine Moore now managing the 
Ritz, Madill, succeeding Earl Barrett, 
Jr., killed while handling a gun two 
weeks ago at Hot Springs, Ark. 

Ceci] Davis set to open his new 
Coronodo, Putnam City, near here, 
tomorrow (28). 





Rochester Allied’s Drive 
Rochester, N. Y., June 27. 
Allied Theatres Owners here are 
launching a membership drive de- 


BALHOTHeTvesen ten et een et veNeE neeP sere 


| signed 


been disposed of.| liam Tishkoff, Murray; 


| George Keenan, former manager | 
of the Ambassador here, now man- | 
aging the Avalon, Avalon, N. J. 

Pete Maggazu, upstate showman, | 


every eligible 
operator in the area. Committee to| 
pane pe out-of-towners includes Wil-| understood building a 500-seat house 
Max Fogel,|in Catawissa, Pa. Former theatre 
Webster: Howard G. Carroll, Strand,| there burned down. 
and Ben Belinson, Little. Howard| Abe M. Ellis, Camden, N. J., exhib, | 
Lurie, Lincoln, and Don Stevenson,| purchased the closed Tower, Cam-| 
Rivoli, will meet city owners still| den, former legit house, and will 
outside the fold. renovate it for fall opening. House | 
Group also is studying ways most recently was being occasionally | 
means to eliminate games and give- | operated with sex pix. 


to bring in 


and 





aways, as well as a of quii 

ting double features. ort being ‘ ¥ 

made to get agreement among all Canton Zene Moves 

independent operators to end the Canton, O., June 27. | 

practices regarded now as ruining| Jim Mendel, chief of staff at War- | 

the business. ners’ Ohio here, promoted to assist- | 
Schines have shifted John -jant manager, replacing Bennie 


Tucker, manager of the Geneva, to; Dowda. 
|the Monroe, Rochester, with George John Hardgrove, assistant manager 
| Cameron, manager, Regent, Geneva,| Loew’s Ohio, Columbus, will swing 
into the Geneva and A. Glenn/|through Loew’s western division for 
| Rogers, assistant manager of the} 10 weeks this summer as relief man- 
| Geneva, to manage the Regent. ager in the scattered situations. 
| Sol Shafer, manager of Liberty, E. Grainger, general manager 
| Rochester, out on account of illness,| of Shea Enterprises, conferred re- 
|replaced by Wallace Forkin, Lake,| cently in Columbus with H. C. Hol-| 
| with George Barker, assistant man-/| brook, architect for the circuit, on} 
ager of the Grand, going into the | construction of a new theatre in New 
Lake. Philadelphia, O. Shea owns and op- 
erates the Union opera house in that 
: . %e a city. 
Bash-Dipecn's om on Joseph W. Standish, relief manager 
Buffalo, June 2% for Loew’s in the Cleveland area, in 

| The Franklin (capacity 1,400) and|Canton currently while manager 
the Ridge (capacity 820), Lacka-| Frank A. Henson in Boston on vaca- | 
| wanna, Buffalo suburb, taken over) tion. 
|by Basil-Dipson from Mike Morad 
and Joe Williams. This makes 
i local houses operated by B-D inter- 
| ests. Lackawanna deal includes also 
|\the Liberty and the Hollywood 
| which have been shuttered for some 
| time and both of which will be razed. 
Morad and Williams are leaving pic- 
|ture business. Don Monroe, assistant manager of 

Joe Miller, Buffalo branch mad, | See Scovenial Bees, eee 
ager of Columbia for past 12 years, rig as boss of the mpress, | 
 otven farewell dinner on 100 asso- | Kearney, Neb., and is now back on 
ciates at Variety Club on his transfer | the job here. : 
to the Albany Columbia office. | George Campau, Stapleton, Neb., | 

Saul Resnick, former Buffalo man-} has opened a 200-seat house. For- 
lager of United Artists, now owner|merly operated a spot in Halsey,! 
of the Park Central hotel, Miami | Neb. 
Beach, visiting. 

Shea’s Kensington and Elmwood | 
equipped with new air conditioning 
to start operations July 1. Avon, east | 
side nabe, closed for the summer. | 





} 
' 
| 


} 
| 
| 





Morehsad to Denver 
Lincoln, June 27. 
Charlie Morehead, city manager 
or Foxwesco, Beatrice, Neb., moves 
to Denver (15) and a job under Rick 
Ricketson. 


Want Shipping Cut 
Regina, Sask., June 27. 

Plenty mad at indifference of rail- 
ways over year-old pleas for down-| 
ward revision in express rates on 
film, Saskatchewan Motion Picture | 
Exhibitors Association meeting here 
decided to negotiate with trucking 
companies for carrying film between | 
vital centers and exchanges. Meet- 





Oppeses New Theatre 
Philadelphia, June 27. 

| Five injunction suits filed by resi- 

|dents of the Mt. Airy section of 

Philly to prevent erection of a thea- 











ing also dealt with proposed Mini-! 





2enarns 





New York Theatres 


mum Wage Board schedules, give- 
aways and group advertising. 





Dave Garvin Shifts 











Spartanburg, S. C., June 27. 








Bc aR ARR RS OR ca IE NA BO 
THERE’S A BETTER SHOW AT THE 





David Garvin transferred by Wil- 
by-Kincey from its High Point 
(N. C.), Carolina to Strand, one of 
chain’s four Spartanburg units, as 


of the W-K locals. 
named manager of Criterion here. 





Farness’ Appointment 
Milwaukee, June 27. 

Earl Farness has replaced Harold 
Perlman as manager of Fox-Wiscon- 
sin’s Palace here. 

H. W. Robarge, former operator of 
the Cosmo, Merrill. Wis., has taken 
over the Falls, Sheboygan Falls, 
Wis., from Stanley Kohlberg. 
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Air-Conditioned 


WIS. KAYOES BANKO 








constitutes a lottery in violation of 
the criminal law of Wisconsin. No 
dissent was filed to the opinion 
written by Justice Chester A. Fowler. 
While the tribunal refused to issue 
a temporary injunction against three 
La Crosse (Wis.) theatres to prevent 
them from holding drawings, it said 
the lower courts had the right to 
abate theatre bank night as a public 
nuisance by injunctive process. 

Granting of a temporary injunc- 
tion, while the case is pending in the 
La Crosse county circuit court, 
would be contrary to the usual cus- 
tom of the high court, the decision | 
| said. 
The justices affirmed an order of | 
| Circuit Judge A. C. Hoppmann over- 
ruling a demurrer by the La Crosse 
Theatres Co. to a complaint filed by | 





Air-Conditioned 


Revealing Drama 
ef Lonely Wives 

Broadway @ Gist Street 
‘STRONGER Than DESIRE’ 
BRUCE @ PIDUEON 
A Metre-Geidwyn-Mayer Picture 











ROBERT DONAT in MGM’s 


GOODBYE MR. CHIP 


with Greer Garson @ 2nd Month 


| Circuit Judge Robert S. Cowie, who, | 
|in his rights as a citizen, had brought 

















“MAN ABOUT | Gene Krupa | 
TOWN and His Ore. 
s cme os Andrews 
Jack Benny Sisters 
PARAMOUNT eottnr 


a personal action to halt bank night. 








| In his opinion, Justice Fowler dis- 


Deers Gpen 9:30 A.M. MIDNITE SHOWS J they violate criminal law and can- 


not be enjoined in equity procedure.. 











| television. 


15 


| Family’ skits. 


| vaudeville. 
| old boys and girls are going right along with the calendar and making 


——=3 


If Royalty Couldn't Pull Em In 
At the N. Y. Fair, How Can ‘Z’ Pix? 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 





New York, June 27. 
Dear Vic: 

Well, we're sticking around this old town, and sticking is right, because 
it’s been plenty hot. It was so hot here the other day that the water on 
Aggie’s knee was percolating. But the excitement of being in New York 
kinda takes away the perspiration. You see and hear new things every 
day, which is so different from listening to the radio. In Coolacres you 
can make a carbon copy of all the days after New Year’s, but here in New 
York there’s always new buildings and new faces. Besides meeting our 


old trouper friends we meet a lot of the newcomers who are gonna be the 


| headliners of tomorrow. 


It’s nice to meet people on their way up. I like to see everybody pros- 
perous, but not too prosperous, because they are nicest when they're 
making enough te be cheerful and not quite enough to be snooty. That's 
the trouble out in Hollywood; the guys that aint making ary dough are 
cheerful and the guys that are making a little dough are practicing to be 


| snooty in case they make more dough, and the guys that make a lot of 


dough act snooty to keep the cheerful guys away from making a touch. 
As some wise guy once said, it’s all a vicious circle. Anyway it’s nice to 
meet a lot of people with fistfulls of ambition that they throw at show 
business. They got a shiney look in their eyes and very small stomachs. 
I found out that if you can keep that shiney look in your eyes, without it 
being fever, you'll make good. 

There ain’t so many of the boys and girls hanging outside the Palace as 
there used to be. The cops now mark actors with chalk, like they do auto- 
mobiles, so that they can’t park too long. But still the gang manages to 
pass every once in a while, even if it’s just to sneer at the Palace. We 
gather in little groups and talk about yesterdays, todays and tomorrows. 
The joke-scarred veterans of vaudeville still hope to make a comeback in 
Maybe television will bring personalities to radio, like vaude- 
ville brought personalities to the stage. Not just good ‘mike voices.’ It 
would be funny if vaudeville finally came back via television. 

Oldtimers Still Batting 1.000 
We met Georgie Price, who now is a big stock broker and doing fine. 


| Also met Dave Apollon, who now is a father besides being a smash hit in 


the south with his unit. Dropped in on Jimmy Dwyer, who has a place he 
calls The Sawdust Trail and has plenty of the oldtimers working for him. 
Jack Allman (Ashley and Allman) still has his grand pipes and hits the 
high ones without a quiver from his tonsils. Sammy Wright, the burlesque 
man, is now writing for radio, and Bob Walters also is banging out button- 
busters for radio comics. They are both doing well at it, too. Charlie 
O’Connor of the old Six American Dancers is going strong in radio and 
legit acting. Jack Norworth and Emma Adelphi were one of the first skits 
used on Television. They expect to do a series of their well-known ‘Nagger 
Brandon Walsh, the old songwriter, is now the creator of 
‘Annie Rooney,’ the cartoon strip, but always likes to reminisce about 
Yes, siree, there’s plenty doing around the old street and the 


good. 


Sorry to hear that the picture business isn’t so good with you out in 
Coolacres. I can’t understand it, because you haven't got a World's Fair 
out there. The King and Queen didn’t even pull ’em in here, so you can't 
expect a Zee picture to do what their Britannic Majesties can’t. In a way 
I am glad me and Aggie didn’t get a concession at the Fair, because every- 
thing depends upon the weather. It’s as bad as the umbrella business. 
All the concessionnaires have barometers and cricks in their necks from 
looking up at the sky; you can’t tell if they’re asking God or just seein’ 





manager. Replaces Nelson Hampton, | 
who recently moved to State, newest | 
Severn Allen | 


| Fannie Brice. 


if it’s gonna rain. At least you can 
but you can’t book weather. 


cordin’ to him it’s the public that are 
don’t come in. 


Abner got a job at the Fair as a barker. 


book a good picture once in a while, 


He works on a mike, and ac- 
suffering from ‘mike fright’—they just 


Well, that’s about all, only I hope you dig up»some good business-getting 


ideas for the summer so we at least can show a bigger profit on our losses 
this summer than we did last summer. 


Your pal, 


SEZ 


Lefty. 


| P.S.—Jerry Vogel sez, ‘The meanest thing to do to a woman is to will 
_ her a fortune that she gets when she is 48.” 





| Comies Back to Bway | 





} (Continued from page 1) 





terworth, Jack Oakie, Ned Sparks, 


| TODAY Milton Berle, Ben Blue, Jimmy Du- 
. rante ‘recently in ‘Stars in Your 
vomarew i Fson| ‘UNION ON CRIMINAL LAWS sves), “Veen” clan Boys. Lionel 
° PACIFIC’ | Stander, Allen Jenkins, Jack Carson, 
Eddie Cantor Madi Wis. J . |Leon Erroll, Arthur Lake, Lee 
On Stage acison, Wis., June 27. | Tracy, Stuart Erwin, Cliff Nazarro, 
Peay anna . some ne rag (at) thet se held| arthur Treacher, Alan Mowbray, 

‘it’s a Wonderful World’ Orch. y at bank night 


| Frank Jenks, Roscoe Karns, Buddy 
|Ebsen (now appearing in ‘Yokel 
Boy’), Bert Wheeler, Burns and Al- 
len and others. Some of __ those 
named are already set for Broadway 
in the fall, if not already under con- 
tract, including Lahr and Wheeler in 
Buddy de Sylva’s new stage musical. 
Another reported candidate for legit 
is Parkyakarkas, developed in radio 


tal. 


People like Misses Brice, Kelly, 
Broderick, Boland, Robson and 
Oliver are strictly from the stage, 
but committed to films. 
Studios Still Have Many 

Among the male comedians under 
studio commitments (and the list is 
by no means intended to be deemed 
complete) are Marx Bros. and Eddie 
Cantor on one-picture deals at Metro, 
along with Frank Morgan, Nat Pen- 
dleton and Guy Kibbee; Warners, 
Frank McHugh, Eddie Albert, Jerry 
Collona and Stanley Fields (also 
Maxie Rosenbloom, who never was 
on the stage); Universal, Andy De- 
vine, Mischa Auer, who is being 
starred; 20th-Fox, Ritz Bros., Eddie 
Collins, Wally Vernon; Paramount, 
Bob Birns, Bob Hope, Lynne Over- 





before going into pictures. There is 
| a possibility that Harold Lloyd will 
| appear in legit, too. 

Not all the film comics were stand- 
'outs in legit prior to Hollywood but | 





| their rating there is such that all 


would be regarded as names, if not 
stars, for stage appearances. 

While there is <lso a flock of | 
comediennes in films, somehow the 
legit managers don’t figure on them 


| for stage boxoffice, with notable ex- 


ceptions such as Beatrice Lillie or 
Besides, most of them 
are either contractually tied up on 


the Coast or confine themselves to 

" u /cussed three points raised by the La/freelancing in films, notably the 
STOLEN LIFE Crosse company, the first that an in-| aforementioned Miss Brice ‘chiefly | 
dividual cannot bring action to abate | on radio), Zasu Pitts, Joan Davis, 

With ELISABETH BERGNER fa public nuisance, the second that Patsy Kelly, Martha Raye, Helen 
val bank nights are not lotteries and Broderick, Billie Burke, Louise Fa- 
ARTISTS RIVOLI nt 20th St ithird that if they are not lotteries zenda, Jane Withers, Mary Boland, 


May Robson, 


Penny 
wssbay 


Edna Mae Oliver. 


Singleton, Maude Eburne, et 


| Redsce 


man, William Frawley, Jack Benny, 
Akim Tamiroff: Republic, James 
Gleason, who has a four-way ticket 


}as actor, author, producer and di- 


rector; RKO, Joe Penner. 


Columbia 
has no name comics under 


contract, 


HELLINGER’S ‘TOMBSTONE’ 


Hollywood, June 27. 
Warners shifted its production 
schedule to push ‘Tombstone’ ahead 
of ‘City of Angels,’ which had been 
slated as a followup on ‘Dodge City’. 
Mark Hellinger will produce 
‘Tombstone’. 
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Hays, Stahlman, Miller to Broadcast to Nation — 


Steve Early May 





Washington, June 27. 

Will Hays will address the Atlan- 
tic City convention of the National 
Association of Broadcasters by radio 
from Hollywood. 

Emphasizing an attempt to join | 
hands, the broadcasters will use their 
facilities for a three-way program in 
which radio, films, and the press 
will participate. On the broadcast 
with Hays, Neville Miller, president 
of NAB, will speak from Atlantic 
City and James G. Stahlman, presi- 
dent of American Newspaper Pub- 
lishers Association from New York. 

Address by President Roosevelt's 
secretary, Stephen T. Early, may be 
an additional highlight of the con- 
clave. Unable to make definite ar- 
rangements for the Chief Executive 
to send his greetings and best wishes 
vio the airlanes from the White 
House, NAB has iuvited Early to at- 
t.ad the convention as his emissary. 

Explunatory talk on the wage-hour 
law, one of the chief worries of 
small stations, will be the only 
scheduled address by a Federal offi- 
cial. Elmer F. Andrews, adminis- 
trator of the new labor standards 
program, is set to talk at the Wednes- 
day (12) session. 

Absence of any FCC member from 
the program is significant. In the 
past the Commish invariably has 
heard a lecture from the chairman 
or other delegated spokesman of the 
regulatory body. But this year, in 
view of the undeclar d war over pro- 
gram control, the fight about the in- 
ternational rules, and other conflicts, 
no such invitation went out. Instead, 
all members of the Commish and 
principal subordinates were asked to 
attend without participating. 

Orrin Dunlap, radio editor of the 
New York Times, is due to present 
an outsiders’ slant on television. 


GORDON BAKING MAY 
RETURN TO RADIO 


Young & Rubicam is lining up 
some local campaigns for submis- 
sion to the Gordon Baking Co. So 
far it’s in the station inquiry stage. 

Account hasn’t done much in ra- 
dio, outside of New York, since it 
dropped ‘The Lone Ranger.’ N. W. 
Ayer nicked away the New York 
area representation a couple months 
ago. 











Roy Post Wins Right To 
Quiz Biow Before Trial 


Supreme court justice Ernest 
Hammer in N. Y. Monday (26) 
gtanted an application by Monroe B. 
Levoy, also known as Roy Post, to 
examine Milton A. Biow, and of- 
ficials of Philip Morris cigarets, be- 
fore trial, in connection with a $250,- 
000 suit by Levoy against them, the 
Biow Co., Inc., NBC and Jack Johns- 
ton. Levoy (Post) is also a Fifth 
avenue optician on the side. 

The plaintiff claims the plagiarism 
of _an_ idea entitled “The Perfect 
Crime,’ submitted by him to the ra- 
dio agency in Sept., 1938. It is his 
Claim that the radio program of the 
Same name, which started Nov. 22, 
1938, is a plagiarism of his idea. 





SINGER SPONSORS HERSELF 


Nita Mitchell Back On Air Te Pop- 
ularize Cecktail Bar 








San Francisco, June 27. 

Radio artist who is her own com- 
mercial sponsor is Nita Mitchell, 
former microphone warbler, who 
has returned to the air after several 
years’ absence to broadcast a weekly 
quarter-hour program over KJBS to 
plug her own cocktail lounge. 

Miss Mitchell does all the singing 
On the shows. 


—_— 





J. P. McKinney & Son replaced 


Talk to Broadcasters 


° 





Major Lohr’s Picnic 


All members of the N.Y. office of 
NBC have been invited by President 
Lenox R. Lohr to be his guests at 
a July 4 picnie at Hawthorne, N. Y., 
his home. It has become an annual 
affair. 

Invitations to employes read to in- 
clude members of family. Special 
autos will meet those going by train. 


Indians Art 
Injured, He Says, 


By Omission 








Ish-Ti-Opi, Indian concert singer, 
wants General Foods to put him on 
the ‘We, the People’ Sanka program 
to clear up what he considers a dam- 
aging impression, but Young & Ru- 
bicam, agency on the show, thinks 
his plaint highly exaggerated and 
refuses to let him go on, Ish-Ti-Opi 
has retained counsel to handle his 
grievance against ‘We, the People,’ 
and the question of bringing some 
sort of suit so that his reputation 
will be vindicated is being held in 
abeyance. 

The broadcast which started the 
pother took place two weeks ago. 
‘We, the People’ offered Princess 
Tiata, an Indian, who was among 
those that entertained the British 
King and Queen during their visit 
at Hyde Park. On the same ‘People’s’ 
program the Princess had an accom- 
panist, who, besides accompanying 
her on the tom-toms, joined her in a 
bit of tribal vocalizing. 

His Interpretation 


Ish-Ti-Opi had also been one of 
the entertainers at Hyde Park and, 
according to him, this was well pub- 
licized among concert bookers and 
promoters. What made him see red, 
he claims, were some of the com- 
ments he got from the former the 
day after the broadcast. The ac- 
companist-vocalist was introduced as 
having appeared at the President’s 
party and those who communicated 
with Ish-Ti-Opi were obviously un- 
der the impression that the Prin- 
ces’ mike sharer was Ish-Ti-Opi 
himself because they wired him that 
they didn’t think he sounded so hot. 

Ish-Ti-Opi states that the Indian 
that sang on the program didn’t lift 
his voice at all at the Hyde Park 
party but just accompanied the 
Princess. He told the agency that 
out of justice to his reputation ‘We, 
the People’ ought to let him go on 
and do a routine. He doesn’t want 
compensation for appearance. 

Y & R states that it can’t see 
where Ish-Ti-Opi was wronged since 
no mention of him was made on the 
program. 


ARRID (DEODORANT) ON 
14 RADIO STATIONS 


Arrid (Feminine Products, Inc.) 
will take a flier in radio July 3 with 
a spot announcement campaign. It’s 
using 14 stations in the east and 
central states for three dannounce- 
ments a week over 26 weeks. 

Small & Sieffer, New York, is the 
agency. 


LEROY MILLER ON RCA SHOW 
Philadelphia, June 27. 

LeRoy Miller, m.c. of RCA’s ‘Mu- 
sical Clock’ show on KYW, NBC- 
operated outlet here, has been se- 
lected to handle the introes of band 
numbers on the new Magic Key pro- 
gram. 

He was named after auditions in 














John Blair & Co. as station represen- 
tative for WOKO-WABY, Albany. 


N. Y. He'll continue on KYW, com- 
muting. 
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MUSIC AUDIT IS 


“No FCC Member to Address NAB. “REST ACCAP OFA: 


DIVIDES RADIO 


| Performing Rights Society 
Willing to Accept Any 
Formula Not Adding Up 
Less Than Minimum Ex- 
pectations — It’s Up to 
Broadcasters to Decide on 
Principle to Be Followed 


eine 


CLERICAL FACTOR 





While the copyright committee of 
the National Association of Broad- 


casters continues to urge _ that 
ASCAP so frame its new contract 
that the commercial fee is confined 
to programs using music, there has 
developed some doubt in the indus- 
try as to the long-range wisdom of 
this principle. The skeptical ele- 
ment state that the formula would 
be gratifying for broadcasting if the 
ratio of musical programs remained 
static, but, they point out, a sharp 
upward surge in the popularity of 
such programs would find the broad- 
casters paying ASCAP far more than 
they had anticipated. 


ASCAP has taken the position that 
it doesn’t care what the formula will 
be in the new contract as long as it 
will be able to net as much as it did 
during the final years of the current 
agreement which expires Dec. 31, 
1940. Figures compiled by the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
show that the overall use of music 
is 68%. ASCAP figures that 55% to 
65% of the music used in commer- 
cial programs come from its reper- 
toire, and it proposes to base its 


(Continued on page 37) 


CAMEL GIVES 
CANTOR GO-BY 


Camel has not renewed Eddie 
Cantor for next season, making his 
broadcast of Monday (26) the last 
for this account, 


Cig manufacturer will have three 
other half-hour shows going this 
summer, namely, Bob Crosby, Benny 
Goodman and a dramatized version 
of ‘Blondie.’ 








DEBATED 
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Radio Men Will Be Entertained 


At Convention by Non-Radio Show 


Ph.D. Turns Spieler 


Milwaukee, June 27. 

| A doctor of philosophy, Clifford 
| Mason, has joined the announcing 
| staff of WTMJ here for the summer 
season. 

Mason is a prof of American lit- 
erature at Carroll College in nearby 
Waukesha. : 


World Sets 16 
Of ol Stations 
Used by Stanco 


} 
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Summer spot business has received 
another substantial contribution, this 
time from Standard Oil of New Jer- 
sey, as predicted. The account has 
expanded its list on the ‘Meet Miss 
Julia’ and ‘The Career of Alice Blair’ 
serials to 51 stations, effective July 
3. Former script will be cleared over 
51 outlets in behalf of Stanco Prod- 
ucts (Nujol and Mistol), while the 
‘Blair’ show will be carried for Dag- 
gett & Ramsdell Cream over 10 sta- 
tions in this same group. Eact. series 
calls for five quarter-hours a week. 

McCann-Erickson started testing 
these shows over a few stations sev- 
eral months ago with the plugs con- 
fined to Nujol and Mistol. The list 
was gradually expanded to 16 sta- 
tions. After an interval of checking 
| the air campaign against sales, it was 
| decided to bring the D & > product 
| into the picture and go in for inten- 


| sive national coverage. 


| While the program series are tied 
| up with the World Brozdcasting Sys- 
| tem’s Gold Group plan, there are 
|seven markets which will be repre- 
sented in the SONJ campaign by 
stations not affiliated with the plan. 
These outlets are WLW, Cincinnati; 
KFI, Los Angeles; KFSO, San Fran- 
cisco; WKY, Oklahoma City; WFAA, 
Dallas; WIOD, Miami, and KARK, 
Little Rock. World is booking 16 
stations of the 51 involved, while 
McCann-Erickson is placing the oth- 
ers direct. 








Harold Fulten, merchandising di- 
rector of WHO, Des Moines, is re- 
covering from a leg infection at Iowa 
Methodist Hospital. 








Wilson Rejects Deal Offered WCKY 
Supplemental to NBC-WLW’s New Pact 





L. B. Wilson, owner and operator 
of WCKY, Covington, Ky. (Cincin- 
nati), last week rejected the new 
contract which NBC offered him. 
Under the revised affiliated setup in 
the Cincinnati territory WLW is to 
become, along with WSAI, the ex- 
clusive release for the red link, 
while WCKY will be the sole Cin- 
cinnati outlet for the blue network’s 
programs. 

Wilson’s wire of rejection sent 
Wednesday noon after Variety's ap- 
pearance was as follows: 

‘Your proposed change as sub- 
mitted on your NBC contract, which 
| was simply the Crosley threat to us 
| if we went 50,000 watts, is rejected. 
The proposed plan you submit is not 
}in the public interest but in the 
Crosley interest. It is not in the ad- 
| vertisers’ interest but in he Crosley 
interest. It is not in WCKY’s inter- 
est but in the Crosley interest. 

‘WCKY secures its license from 
the Government to operate in the 
public interest and not from Crosley. 
If this is NBC’s decision, that they 
are going to conspire with Crosley 
so as to fix and control the price of 
$1,080 on WLW and continue to see 











that they get practically $1,000,000 a 
year from NBC while the other 50,- 
000-watt station will get less than 
$100,000 we will have to appeal to 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission, the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, the Congress and Senate of the 
United States, the President and the 
ee agencies, which we shall 
0.” 
Wilson followed up his wire with 
/a trip to Washington. Commenting 
_on the telegram, NBC stated that it 
| felt that the new contract which it 
submitted to Wilson was much bet- 
ter than the old one but that it was 
not concerned by the issue Wilson 
was raising or his rejection of the 
agreement. WLW had the week be- 
|fore signatured a deal with NBC 
| whereby the former for the first time 
| guaranteed a specific number of 
| hours daily for NBC clients. 
| WLW-NBC deal had long been 
_pending. NBC officials had several 
| time talked with Wilson about the 
matter. Last winter Bill Hedges 
travelled to Miami to confer with 
the WCKY owner. WCKY, now 10,- 





| 000 watts, has a construction permit 
‘for 50,000 watts. 


| 
| 





Radio talent will for the first time 
be passed up at a convention of the 
National Association of Broadcasters 
when the latter holds its dinner at 
the Ambassador hotel, Atlantic City, 
July 12. A floor show of vaudeville 
acts, with perhaps a line of girls, 
has been proposed as the entertain- 
ment for the evening. It’s on the 
theory that station men are pretty 
well surfeited with broadcast talent 
and they would prefer something 
different when they are away from 
the job. 

Ed Spence, of the NAB staff, sug- 
gested to NBC, Columbia and Mu- 
tual that instead of sending mike 
talent to Atlantic City for the oc- 
casion they contribute to a fund 
which would be used to buy a floor 


show. The networks readily agreed 
to the idea. 


KENNY BAKER TAGS TO 
EXCLUSIVE TEXACO DEAL 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Kenny Baker will be missing from 
the Jello program next fall. Texaco 
has signed the tenor to an exclusive 
contract at a reported stipend of 
$2,000 weekly. 

This season's oil deal called only 
for singing, as Jack Benny’s sponsors 
refused to allow him to talk on the 
show. He does both next semester. 


Tums ‘Wheel’ Starting 
Temporarily Curtailed 


Tums unveils its ‘Wheel of For- 
tune’ program with Horace Heidt on 
the NBC red (WEAF) link tomorrow 
(Thursday). For the first three 
weeks it will use the 7:15-7:30 period 
with a rebroadcast for the west Fri- 
day night, 10:45 to 11 EDST. On 
July 17 (Monday) the show goes a 
half hour, commencing 9:30 p.m. and 
remains there until Sept. 29 when it 
shifts to the Friday 9:30 to 10 p.m. 
spot. Latter will be its permanent 
lodging. 

Program's idea involves a money 
giveaway with a number wheel and 
telephone directories of various cities 
serving as the game’s equipment. 
Stack-Goble is the agency. 


Cherniavsky Off for Heat 
But Reported Nearly Sold 


Cincinnati, June 27. 

Josef Cherniavsky’s ‘My Lucky 
Break’ show, a weekly sustainer on 
WLW for the past six months, winds 
up July 1 for the summer, 

Program is being offered by Trans- 
american, which is reported to be 
near closing for sponsorship on a 
network basis, probably NBC, with 
resumption likely for early Sep- 
tember. 


THEY’LL BE SPOILED 


All Sorts of Civie Events Re-Sked- 
ded for WITMSJ’s Act 




















Milwaukee, June 27. 

So anxious~ was the committee 
handling arrangements for the Mon- 
roe County Fair to secure WIMJ’s 
Heinie and His Grenadiers as the 
star attraction, that they moved fair 
ahead a week. Move was necessi- 
tated because the original date con- 
flicted with the vacations of Heinie’s 
troupe. 

A Benton Harbor, Mich., fire de- 
partment changed the date of their 
regular St. Patrick’s Day ball to 
make sure of getting WTMJ’s maes- 
tro, and the Wisconsin electroplaters 
changed the date of their convention 
here for the same reason. 





Robert Riesling, announcer-bari- 
tone, forced to resign at WGY, 
Schenectady, two years ago because 
of an illness which hospitalized him 
for months, has returned to radio as 











miker at WTIC. Hartford. 
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Geanndevn on Kate Smiths Day 


Show, Grapenuts at Night; Benny 
_ Refused to Shift from Jello 


General Foods is putting the ra- 
dio plugging of Swansdown Flour 
and Calumet Baking Powder on a 
Gaytime basis this fall. It’s taking 
two quarter-hour strips across the 
board on CBS, with Kate Smith fill- 
jing one for Swansdown and a script 
show, ‘My Son and I,’ starring Betty 
Garde, allied with the baking pow- 
der in the other five spots. 

The Smith variety show, which 
shifis to Friday, 8-9 p.m. this fall, 
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It’s a Secret 





CBS press department, under 
instructions, last week refused to 
reveal identity of actor and ac- 
tress impersonating Ellery Queen 
and his secretary on the new 
CBS Sunday night program. It 
was, said CBS quite seriously, 
not to destroy the make-believe 
that Ellery Queen was really 





will plug Grape Nuts instead of| Ellery Queen. 

Swansdown and Calumet. Food Hugh Marlowe plays the au- 
packer had tried to induce Jack thor, Marian Shockley plays the 
Benny to permit it to substitute; secretary. 


Grape Nuts for Jell-O on his Sunday 
program but to no avail. As part of: 
the inducement Benny was offered a 


three-year pay or play contract. Also 

& raise. His present binder has a NBC SH 

year to go. 

1 


‘Elementary, my dear Watson.’ 








Al Pearce, who now has the Grape | 
Nuts assignment, is being considered 
by Lever Bros. for its Tuesday 8:30-9 
p.m. period on CBS. General Foods | 





ee 


M. Loring’s Build-Up; 
Judith Allen With Scott 


Michael Loring has been put on a 
vocalist buildup by CBS, with three 
evening quarter-hour periods as- 
signed him, while Judith Allen has 
been added to the Raymond Scott 
group on the same network for simi- 
lar treatment. 

Other vocalists on evening sustain- 


ing are Buddy Clark, Doris Rhodes ' 


and Barry Wood. 





11:05 P. M. TEST 


OF WARING IN 
NEW YORK 


NEC is giving the Fred Waring- 





Chesterfield program a second daily 


hearing in the New York area for a 
stipulated run of 13 weeks. The re- 
peat over WJZ from 11:05 to 11:15 
p.m. is timed with the band’s re- 
broadcast for the midwest and west 
coast and has been scheduled as a 
test device. After the show has 
been on at the late hour for six or 
seven weeks the network will con- 





‘Pink Ribbons and Easter Eggs Seen As 








Ideal of Fussy Critics of Kid Shows 





Spooks 





Bunch of kids were whooping 
it up on a Madison Ave., New 
York, bus one morning last week 
with a portable radio tuned to 
WNEW, N. Y.’s Make-Bclieve- 
Ballroom recorded program, One 
of the station’s employees was 
riding downtown to the studios 
and, getting off in front of the 
WNEW building, rushed upstairs 


and told the program’s m.c. 
about it. 
M.c. grabbed the mike and 


advised the kids tc take it easy 
and so forth. They're probably 
still wondering how the station 
knew about their public jitter- 
bugging. 


ICKES- JOHNSON 
NBC ‘DEBATES 








By DAN GOLDBERG 


Chicago, June 27. 

General impression among adver« 
tising agency men is that the survey 
which Variety has recently conduct- 
ed on kid shows indicates that the 
agencies and networks have always 
felt to be true: that there is no dis- 
astrous objection on the part of 
parents to the juvenile programs. 
Even the opera has people who are 
agin it, and Major Bowes, a saint to 
many, is something else to a lot, vou 
got to get used to squawks in radio 
say the admen. 

Parental listening, they feel, is 
fleeting on kid programs, with the 
parents (usually only the mother) 
getting only an occasional earload of 
the program that the kid is listening 
to. And their objections .can be 
based on two factors. First, the 
usual objection is due to the demand 
for product purchase by the children 
in order to get some give-away. Pes- 
tering by the youngsters may result 
in the purchase of the product by the 
parent, and may, admen concede, 
leave an unconscious objection to 


> 


would like to retain Pearce but it 
has no product to tie up with him. 


| duct a survey to find out whether 
| the Waring type of show has a 





that program. Especially when the 
giveaway is of poor value or not 








| NBC has made an exception in its 


programs to outside recorders, Mil- 
iler Tape is transcribing the Kay 
Kyser program in its own studios 
| by way-of a line tapped into NBC’s 


Midday ‘O’Neils’ 


| . 
policy against feeding the network's | UPP€"S- 











Adds a Supper 
Show for Ivory 





Procter & Gamble has contracted 
with NBC to repeat ‘The O’Neils’ 
script at 5 p.m. daily in addition to 
the regular 12:15 noontime broad- 
casts which are in their fifth year 
for Ivory soap and will go on unin- 
terrupted, Late afternoon series will 
have the same casts and use the 
same scripts, but will probably be 
about two weeks behind the story as 
told noontime. New series starts 
July 3. 

‘The O’Neils’ is produced by the 
Ed Wolf office, which also has ‘Hill- 
top House’ for Palmolive and the 
*Nancy James’ serial for Kleenex. 
Regular cast includes author Jane 
West, Kate McComb, Jimmy Tansey, 
Viki Dunn, Jack Ruben, Janice Gil- 
bert and Jimmy Connelly. 

Chief change of the plot is the in- 
troduction of a new leading char- 
acter to be played by Helen Claire 
from legit. 


LEVY MAY GO ON BOARD 
OF GIRARD FOUNDATION 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Ike Levy, chairman of the board 
of WCAU and major CBS stock- 
holder, is the leading candidate cur- 








rently to fill a vacancy on the Board. 


of City Trusts, which administers 
more than $100.000,000, most of it 
left by Revolutionary War patriot 
Stephen Girard. 

Though not seeking the post, 
which pays no salary, Levy admitted 
he had been queried about it by 
the board of judges, which makes 
the appointmenis. 





Voeller Sues Aerogram 
Alleging Contract Breach 


William H. Voeller has filed a 
N. Y. supreme court action against 
The Aerogram Corp., seeking $28,450 
for the alleged illegal breach of a 
contract. Voeller claims that he had 
a contract with the defendant, made 
in April, 1938, whereby he was to act 
as their representative in selling ra- 
dio shows, and to receive 15% of all 
the defendants business. 

The contract was cancelled this 
year without cause, is claimed. 





master control board. The record- 
ings are broadcast over WOR, 
Newark, Thursday nights. NBC has 
in the past taken the position that 
if a network client wanted record- 


|ings off the NBC wire it would have 
| 


to use NBC’s transcription service 
or else, 


; Musie Publishers Protective Asso- 
' 


| ciation last week advised Miller Tape 
| that it will receive the same form of 
|license that is issued to the manu- 
facturers of wax _ transcriptions. 
Miller had been operating on an ex- 
perimental license. 








ATLANTIC WILL SURVEY 
BASEBALL POPULARITY 


Philadelphia, June 27. 


With surveys showing baseball air- 
ings in New York not so forte on 
audience as had been expected, At- 
lantic Refining is preparing to check- 
up on listeners in Philly. 

Joseph R. Rollins, advertising man- 
ager for the oil company, said the 
survey will be made shortly. He de- 
clared similar inquiries made in past 
years in Philly was always more than 
satisfactory and saw no reason, with 
the teams playing more interesting 
ball this canto, to expect anything 
less, 








Mechanical rights bureau of the | 


‘strong dial pull among the stayer- 


The test is similar to the 
one that NBC conducted with the 
Fred Allen-Bristol-Myers show last 
winter, 

Waring’s original airing clears 
over WEAF at 7:15-30 p.m. Reason 
that the repeat broadcast over WJZ 
doesn’t get started until 11:05 is be- 
| cause the previous five minutes is 
devoted to the Esso news broadcast. 
The Chesterfield plug is included in 
the later broadcast. 


Hillbiliy Platters Waxed 
In Cincinnati; Alan Ward 
Of Kudner Supervising 














| U. S. Tobacco begins a five-a-week 
| series of 15-minute hillbilly pla.ters 
| July 3 over 12 southern stations, to 
| plug its snuff products. Show will 
| feature Happy Dan (Charles Wayne) 
|and his mixed troupe. Alan Ward, 
| of the Kudner agency, is handling 
ithe show and will go to Cincinnati 
|every three weeks to direct for the 
recordings, Transamerican sold it. 
Stations spotted for the series are 
WSB, Atlanta; WAPI, Birmingham; 
WBT, Charlotte; WFAA, Dallas; 
KPRC, Houston; WNOX, Knoxville; 
KLRA, Little Rock; WMC, Memphis; 
WALA, Mobile; WSM, Nashville; 
WPTF, Raleigh, and KWKH, Shreve- 
port. Starts on a 26-week run, 





Life Savers last week started an 
announcement campaign on WLS, 
Chicago. It’s at the rate of two-a- 
day for a minimum of 13 weeks. 
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NBC Lands Kaltenborn and Its Mikes 
In Col. Pic; CBS Takes the Burn Hard 





Hollywood, June 27. 

Out here along these fog banks 
(so sue us) ‘things haven’t been as 
pacific as they might be with the 
network artist bureaus. . Innocent 
cause of the latest upheaval last 
week was H. V. Kaltenborn. Al- 
though two, Columbia’s figured in 
the episode (CBS and Columbia Pic- 
tures) NBC not only saw double but 
scored a double. 

Early last week Director Frank 
Capra sent out a call for a news 
commentator for the picture, ‘Mr. 
Smith Goes to Washington,’ Colum- 
bia Management’s Murry Brophy 
asserts he got the message first. 
NBC Service’s Alec Robb begs to 
differ, saying CBS was not even in 
on the deal. Anyway, Brophy says 
that Kaltenborn, whom Capra pre- 





Transamerk Revised Setup ferred, would not be available on 





Albany, June 27. 

Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. has filed notice of 
change of stock with the secretary 
of state. The preferred stock has 
been reduced from 2,500 to 1,000 
shares, $100 per share. 

Common stock remains as is, 2,000 
shares no par value. 


the day that Capra wanted to use 
him, so how about Ted Husing? 
| Both are on the Columbia Manage- 
/ment list. Robb counters that Kal- 
| tenborn might be a ‘fellow traveler’ 
| with CBS but that he doesn’t sleep 
| there. 

In the maze of conflicting claims 
it has never been lucidly explained, 
| but the fact remains that NBC did 
| dig up and deliver Kaltenborn on 


the day that Capra wanted him. 
Brophy said something about a low 
blow being struck but it’ was disal- 
lowed. Also unheeded went a charge 
of ‘office relativity.’ 

Not content with bowling over 
their down-the-street adversary, 
NBC put across another sneaker. 
When the film was shot, Kaltenborn 
was facing a CBS mike. Somehow 
or other, two NBC mikes and a ban- 
ner were spotted in the scene. 

Kaltenborn verified identities of the 
| props around him even though Co- 
| lumbians say it ‘taint so. NBC gang 
will turn out en masse for the press 

preview and probably have fun. 

Robb, asked if commissions on the 
day’s work will be split, steamed up 
with ‘for what?’ He is still main- 
taining that Kaltenborn is not a CBS 
charge and NBC merely is taking a 
fee for turning up talent on call, 
which is its biz. 

Brophy’s last sound-off was that 
NBC had no saleable commentators 
of their own and had to come to Co- 
lumbia to get one. But there’s that 
| little matter of cash commission and 
three mikes in a scene to NBC’s ac- 
| count. 
| ‘Fun, isn’t it,’ was Commentator 
| Kalienborn’s only comment, 











NBC is mulling over the idea of 
linking up General: Hugh S. John- 
son and Harold M. Ickes, Secretary 
of the Interior, for a series of de- 
bates on political and governmental 
issues. The series would be spotted 
on the blue (WJZ) link six nights 
a week, using the same _ period 
across the board, with the two al- 
ternating their appearances. In 
other words, the pair wouldn’t ap- 
pear together on the same program 
but each would have exclusive use 
of three periods for advancing his 
own viewpoint and socking the 
other fellow’s. 

Network figures that the series 
would not only be timely but would 
serve as a potent attraction in build- 
ing up the blue link. The series 
would have to remain sustaining, 
but having developed a_ sizeable 
audience there would be little diffi- 
culty in selling the periods that 
come before and after it. 


COUGHLIN NOT TO BE 
ON MAGAZINE SERIES 


Detroit, June 27. 

Series of daily programs being set 
by Father Coughlin over nation, as 
outlined in Variety last week, will 
not supplement his Sunday radio 
talks, nor will he make any of the 
broadcasts, priest declared here this 
week, 

‘I have no connection with the 
magazine Social Justice (which he 
said are bankrolling the programs), 
except as an editorial consultant, 
Royal Oak (Mich.) priest asserted, 
‘and the twice daily 30-minute 
broadcasts will be used solely to 
promote the magazine and its the- 
ories.’ 

According to Social Justice mag, 
contracts have already been signed 
with WHIP, Hammond, Ind., and 
WHBI, Newark, for the airing of 
‘news comment from a Social Jus- 
tice viewpoint, organ music, inspira- 
tional talks and prayers.’ If Ham- 
mond broadcasts are successful, 
priest said, idea will be extended to 
Detroit, Boston and New York. Cur- 
rent issue of mag says ‘WHIP pro- 
grams have already subjected the 
station to cruel and unwarranted 
boycott by subversive interests in 
Chicago area.’ 


JOE PENNER SET 


Will Continue from Hollywood— 
New Sponsor Is Ward 

















Joe Penner will be on the NBC 
blue (WJZ) link this fall for Ward 
Baking. Sherman K. Ellis is the 
agency On the account, while Rock- 
well General Amusement Corp did 
the go-between in Penner’s behalf. 

Penner will continue to originate 
his program from Hollywood. Ward 
dropped its daytime serial, ‘Jane 
Arden’ (NBC), last Friday (23) after 
a run of 53 weeks, 

Tentative time for the Penner 
show is 8:30 to 9:30 Friday nights 
on the blue (WJZ) link, but it’s 
likely that the account will make it 
a half hour earlier. 





Lleyd Morse, sound engineer for 
WEEI, Boston, has joined staff of 
CBS, New York City. 


worth much more then the ‘l0c. for 
mailing and handling.’ 


Dote on Pollyanna 


Second factor includes those women 
who object to everything which in- 
dicates in any way that everything 
is not roses and honeysuckle. They 
object to two boys fighting, or vil- 
lains, or a boy falling off a horse in 
the program. These women want 
only Pollyanna programs for the 
‘dear little kiddies. And _ these 
femmes will object to any program 
which is not pink ribbons and Eas- 
ter egg rolling. They don't want 
even the stress of athletic contests to 
be portrayed on the programs. 

Agencies report a number of let- 
ters along these lines from such 
femmes who insist that everything 
should be painted ‘beautifully and 
tenderly for the little children sq 
that they may grow up to be kind+ 
hearted and sweet little ladies and 
gentlemen, and not rough rowdies 
who fight and wrestle.’ 

Agencies and networks are cons 
vinced that they can’t satisfy everye 
body, and that any program will get 
objections. So they figure that they 
will present what they think will be 
suitable for the kids without getting 
out of line. 


Roosevelt Hotel . 
On Mutual To 


Plug Its Rooms 


Series of Monday - Wednesday - 
Friday 15-minute programs to bally- 
hoo the New York World’s Fair will 
be sponsored by the Roosevelt hotel, 
N. Y., over WOR and six other 
Mutual stations beginning today 
(Wednesday). During the Chicago 
World’s Fair the Palmer House did 
a similar stunt. 

Stanza will present Ed East in 
news and chatter from the Fair 
grounds, with several guests from 








they liked best about the exposition. 
Show will originate in the hotel. M. 
H. Hackett is the agency and the six 
supplementary stations will include 
WGN, Chicago; WLW, Cincinnati; 
WHK, Cleveland: CKLW, Detroit- 
Windsor; WAAB, Boston,.and WEAN, 
Providence. 

Its designed to sell the hinterland 
that New York hotels aren't pirates. 


Fail to Obtain Dismissal 
In Met Life vs. WMCA 


Supreme Court Justice William T- 
Collins Monday (26) denied an e2p- 
plication of the Knickerbocker 
Broadcasting Co., Inc., to dismiss @ 
$550,000 action against them by the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.,, 
charging libel over WMCA. It is 
claimed that Donald Besdine, broad- 
casting over WMCA libeled the In- 
surance Company. The judge, in his 
opinion, declared that the state- 
ments are libelous, and that a jury 
must pass on case. 

The dismissal was sought on the 
grounds of failure to state a cause of 








action. 
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Round-Up of Viewpoints 


eS aad 


By CAMPBELL ARNOUX | 


(Gen. Mgr., WTAR, Norfolk, Va.) 





‘May I express appreciation for 
your most interesting articles on 
the parent’s estimate of children’s 
programs. Since this phase of the 
broadcast program checkerboard is 
so in the limelight of public scrutiny 
these studies should be most help- 
ful. I believe every broadcast sta- 
tion operator would welcome the 
development of a sound yardstick 
which may be applied to children’s 
programs. 

It might be interesting to know 
the reaction of a group of 100 
parents with whom the writer re- 


‘JACK ARMSTRONG’ 





(Wheaties) 
Dis- 
Approve approve 

Albany ..cccccces 20 10 
Baltimore .......- 21 17 
Boston ....csccece 4 19 
Bridgeport ......-. 6 12 
Des Moines....... 45 7 
Kansas City....... 28 4 
Louisville ........ 56 0 
Mason City, Iowa. 19 52 
Milwaukee ....... 2 11 
Norwood, Ohio.... 50 4 
Philadelphia ..... 54 26 
Pittsburgh .....cse 37 22 
Salisbury, N. C.... 16 13 
OMEUED scceccceses 0 6 
BDORENE  ....50005 9 17 
| Oe 224 








cently was invited to participate in 
a two-hour round table discussion 
on the influence of magazines, 
movies and radio on the child. The 
meeting was held by the Parent- 
Teacher organization of one of our 
public schools. This school is lo- 
cated in one of the higher income 
level neighborhoods with a high in- 
telligence level type of parent. 
Magazines and movies were quickly 
disposed of, and almost all the meet- 
ing devoted to radio—an indicator 
of attention being given to broad- 
cast programs. Some of the opin- 
ions expressed are enlightening, i.e.: 

1. The most widespread single 
point of-irritation appeared to be the 
disruption to family routine by chil- 
dren’s serials scheduled during the 
dinner hour. It was the almost uni- 
versal opinion of the mothers pres- 
ent that these should not be sched- 
uled after 6:00 p.m. 

2. The difficulty caused by the 
fast that many adult programs also 
appeal greatly to children, with the 


‘LONE RANGER’ 


(Bond Bread) 





Dis- 

Approve approve 
OD 6. 66 we on ti 20 10 
Baltimore ........ 24 16 
eae 9 17 
Bridgeport ....... 20 2 
Des Moines....... 49 19 
Kansas City....... 20 2 
Louisville ........ 56 5 
Mason City, lowa. 36 39 
Milwaukee ....... 25 8 
Norwood, Ohio.... 64 0 
Philadelphia ..... 74 30 
Pittsburgh ........ 26 15 
Salisbury, N.C... 13 3 
EE hades a ccs 6 7 
Spokane ......... 7 0 
ee 466 180 














result first that a severe strain on 
family discipline is imposed by de- 
mands of children to hear programs 
when they should be studying or in 
bed; and second, that some of these 
Programs are not suitable for chil- 
dren. 
3. There was general agreement 
that children _ listen voluntarily 
solely for entertainment: and that 
they can neither be entertained, nor 
educated and guided, unless the pro- 
8tams have elements of adventure, 
and appeal to the imagination that 
Permits the child to indulge in the 
Universal child attribute of self 
dramatization. 
4. Some irritation to the practice 
of premium offers was evidenced. 











5. Very few of the parents had 


made any effort at systematic listen- 
ing to children’s programs, yet al- 
most all of them knew the sponsors 
and products advertised of the cur- 
rent locally broadcast childrens’ 
shows. 

6. Children did listen to those 
programs of an educational nature 
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THAT LOOKS LIKE 
PROBABLE SETUP; 
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Another Meeting of Series 
Between Clubwomen,' 
Broadcasters and Admen 
Held 
Movement Taking Shape 
Rapidly .) 
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that had adventure, and imagination 
value, and the parents could name 
them. 

7. Some discussion advanced the 
thought that children’s programs are 
being studied from the viewpoint of 
the parents based on their own 
background and training, rather 
than from the present-day child’s 


whose impressions are formed at a | : f ‘ 
| on the subject of radio. Without ex- | 


greatly accelerated tempo, in a 
world where overstimulation is re- 


ceived from almost every phase of | 
life—and that the -overstimulation | 


from broadcast programs 
greatly exaggerated. 


may be 


8. Too few parents and too many 


childless persons set up their shingle 
as child psychologists. 


By MRS. D. GORDON 


(Child Psychologist) 








‘The survey conducted by VARIETY | 
is very illuminating and presents a | 


vivid cross-section of public opinion. 
It definitely shows the need for im- 





proved children’s programs. Edu- 
4 ’ 
GREEN HORNET 
(Various) 
Dis- 
Approve approve 

DE icasenses 2 9 
Baltimore ...... ce a8 17 
BE 540 5060664 ‘ 1 15 
Briggeport 62.65 . « 12 
Des Moines....... 9 49 
Ransas City....... 4 8 
Louisville ........ 10 3 
Mason City, Iowa. 5 43 
Milwaukee ....... 15 14 
Norwood, Ohio... 28 10 
Philadelphia ..... 19 51 
PHMUTEN .... 000 8 10 
Sailsbury, N.C... 2 8 
OO ee 0 11 
BGEANE ..0. 02208 2 1 
een 123 261 








cators and parents alike will wel- 
come a higher standard in this 


branch of radio entertainment and, | 


|} Another meeting was held last 
week in New York City between 
the various spokesmen who are seek- 
ing a solution to the children’s pro- 
gram dilemma. It now is expected 


radio entertainment 


|} please youngsters will be set up. 


Expected to participate in the move- | 


|ment which has been simmering for 
| months following this. season’s re- 
vival of the question are the net- 
works, probably functioning through 
, the National Association of Broad- 
| casters, and the advertising agencies 
and sponsors. 


Women involved are most. anxious 
to have the mechanism carefully 
thought through. 
time full publicity to all the details, 


(Continued on page 36) 





| ception, when asked for construc- 
tive criticism of radio, individual 
women and men, too, have placed 
| children’s program problems para- 
mount. 

Apropos—in Chicago recently, one 
| Friday afternoon, the child-hero of 
|a well-known radio series was left 


‘DON WINSLOW’ 








| sponsor, 2,500 telephone calls were | 


| 


| 
| 
{ 


contrary to others’ opinion, I believe | 
that children will not only accept but 
will enjoy ‘good’ programs if they | 


mee ee Cement of shaw | children’s programs but they do ask 
eit | that situations become more plaus- 


(Director General Sons and Daugh- | 
ters, National Society of New Eng- 
land Women) 





It is a matter of record that or- 
ganized women’s groups throughout 
the country are opposed to the hor- 
ror-type of children’s program. Ad- 
vertisers and agencies meanwhile | 
fee] that this reaction does not re- 
flect the attitude of the average 
parent. This past season, as director 
general of Juniors and National Ra- 
dio Chairman, I have traveled about 
16,000 miles, coast to coast, speaking 
to club groups and conducting inter- | 
views with hundreds of individuals, | 


/received over the week-end protest- 
| ing the incident. 


(Kellogg) 
Dis- 
Approve approve 
BIE Aicsdciss xe 12 7 
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ji rr sac.° Je 16 
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Kansas City....... 12 8 
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Norwood, Ohio.... 54 6 
Philadelphia ..... 57 23. CO 
Pittsburgh ....... 18 10 
Salisbury, N.C... 9 6 
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Totals <<. a 153 











drowning in a well, presumably to | 
be rescued the following Monday. | 
To the astonishment of station and | 


Parents claimed 
that their children were distraught | 
over the fate of their radio idol. 
Everyone must recognize that to 
children radio stories become far 
more real than those found in books. 
Webster said that there is more 
power in the spoken word than in 
the written. Radio has proved this | 
statement years later. No one has | 
indicated that all adventure and ex- 
citement must be eliminated from 





| ible, scripts contain less reference | 


By MRS. EDWIN C. LEWIS 


to crime and that the ‘locales’ and | 
language show improvement. 


By NEVILLE MILLER 


(President, N.A.B.) 








| 
The children’s program survey un- | 


in New York —| 


that a National Board of Review for | 


At the proper | 








‘LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE’ 


(Ovaltine) 


Dis- 
Approve approve 

CT eer ee 16 10 
pS rer 23 15 

| Boston .....cccoee ee ee 
Bridgeport ....... 12 14 
Des Moines....... 47 19 
| Banses City... ..... 20 6 
| Louisville ........ 51 2 
| Mason City, Iowa. 36 32 
| Milwaukee ....... 26 7 
| Norwood, Ohio... 40 12 
Philadelphia ..... 74 26 

| Pittsburgh ....... 52 14 
Salisbury, N. C... 24 8 
Seattle ...... cea 6 8 
SOOGRONG 66 4csee0 6 10 2 
x arr 437 175 


designed to! 








survey, too, has been valuable in 
| pointing out the sometimes wide dif- 
| ference in viewpoints existing be- 
| tween those organizations seeking 
| child program improvement and be- 
|; tween those individual opinions 
which do not necessarily represent 
an organizational opinion. 

There is a tremendous amount of 
work to be done in this 
such surveys 
| beneficial to those with a sincere in- 
| eee in the problem. 


"By MRS. H. V. MILLIGAN 


| (Chairman of Radio, General Fed- 
eration of Women’s Clubs) 





‘While the findings of Vartety’s 
| survey among the unorganized may 
| be at variance with that of women’s 
| organizations, it should be borne in 
| mind that it takes organized effort 
| to institute any changes. A striking 
| example of this is the Prohibition 
Amendment which came into being 
as the result of one organized 
group’s activities and subsequently 
was repealed through the equally 
determined efforts of another organ- 
ized group. 

‘The leadership of women is now 
being reflected in the programs of 
organizations and the movement 
toward better radio programs for 


‘HOWIE WING’ 








(Kellogg) 
Dis- 
Approve approve 
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children is gaining momentum daily. 
It is inevitable that changes will be 
made in radio to satisfy this de- 
mand.’ 


(President, Illinois Congress of Par- 
ents and Teachers) 

Radio listening by children pre- 
sents a major problem, but it is one 
which, I believe, parents can solve 
for themselves to a great extent by 
guiding their children’s choice of 
programs. See that they have an 


field and | 
cannot help but be| 


dertaken by Variety will be of great | Opportunity to hear the better pro- 
value to all those confronted with grams and I think they will gradu- 
the difficult and complex problem of ally come to prefer them, My own 
determining a new standard for daughter, some years ago, was an 
children’s programs that will satisfy ardent admirer of ‘Orphan Annie’ 
every normal social regard, and | but soon tired of that serial because 
which at the same time will not de- | she decided it wasn’t any fun to al- 
lete those imaginative and some-,| ways be in so much danger. 

times rugged motivations so neces- By all means, don’t forbid them 


= Mix Adventures’ Will Become 
First Coast-to-Coast Kid Program 


+ 


| NBC’s blue Pacific link 
i the first time this fall cut in on the 


will for 


Don Lee Network’s monopoly of kid 


| shows. Ralston Purina is extending 


its “Tom Mix’ hookup to and up and 


| down the west coast. Move will at 
|the same time introduce the first 
coast-to-coast kid commercial in net- 
work history. New _ production 
schedule for ‘Mix’ calls for three 
separate broadcasts a day. 


NBC set out to crash the kid show 
situation on the Coast last fall when 
it failed to prevail upon the Wander 
Co. to switch its local ‘Orphan 
} Annie’ broadcast from Don Lee to 
the blue Pacific network. A similar 
attempt was made in the case of 
‘Jack Armstrong’ (General Mills). 
NBC now figures that with ‘Tom 
Mix’ as a wedge it should be able 
to succeed this coming season in get- 
ting one or both of these programs. 








That would only increase their in- 
terest and, perhaps, send them away 
from home to listen in. 

In addition to the questionable in- 
fluence of too much suspense and 
excitement, I constantly hear parents 
referring to another bad feature of 
the current children’s radio pro- 
grams—their bad language and 
tough characters. Children are copy- 
ing both the language and the man- 
ners of their favorite characters, 
which adds to the parent’s problems. 
And, I also want to register a pro- 
test against the use of pressure on 
the child listener to increase sales 
of a product. Frankly, I believe it 
does more harm than good for the 
natural reaction of a parent is to 
avoid buying the product and to 
choose a substitute that doesn’t use 
such objectionable methods. 








By ETHEL REID WISNER 


(Radio chairman, Illinois Federation 
of Women’s Clubs) 





Criticisms gathered in the Varretry 
survey have the same faults that I 
have noticed in my two or three 
years of listening to spasmodic talks 
by clubwomen on the subject. They 
all have a lot to say about what is 
wrong with the children’s programs 
currently heard over the radio but 
not one of them offers a constructive 
idea for remedying the situation. 

I’ve always felt that the agencies 
and sponsors would be glad to give 


‘GANG BUSTERS’ 


(Colgate-Palmolive-Peet) 
D 
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the public what it wants, if they 
could be certain what it is; and I 
haven't been much concerned about 
the matter, believing that nothing 
could be accomplished to better the 
programs due to the apathy of the 
public in general. 

But, if aroused public interest de- 
mands it, I believe that the logical 
answer to the whole question lies 
in a board of preview, made up of 
representatives of women’s organi- 
zations and educational groups most 
interested, which would meet with 
representatives of the advertising 
agencies and the sponsors. In the 
previews, prospective programs 
would be submitted and the objec- 





sary to sustain child interest. The to listen to the objectional programs. 


tionable features could be ironed out. 
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(COMPLETING 15-CITY TABULATION OF QUESTIONNAIRES) 








Pittsburgh 
PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnaire) 











Dis- 
Approve approve 
‘Jack Armstrong’.......eeee oa 22 
“Dane TOMBE oo io ccccnces jo ae 15 
EE BROT op ac cdeccineseees 24 
“Green Hornet’... cccsdceees ss 10 
‘Don Winslow’......... naaves.\ ae 10 
‘Orphan Annie’........... 1. 7 14 
ck.) Sree oe 9 
Kine TREE oc cee ccceentcce At 36 
Yes No 
Children Write to Programs... 27 29 
Parents’ Purchases Influenced 
by CHARTER co cicccccdvetece OB 21 


QUOTATIONS 


‘Doesn’t seem to appeal to boys, can’t keep them off the 
streets, say the stories are too sissified. Girls would rather 
read love stories and attend theatre. I think they are good 
but I can’t get the children interested.’ 


(Three boys and two girls, under 10; three boys, over 10.) 





‘Saves mother in a lot of ways, especially during dinner 
time, when she is busy.’ 
(Two boys, over 10; one girl, under 10.) 


‘I believe that it is responsible for some sleeplessness on 
the part of the nine-year-old, interferes with the 12-year- 
old’s studies, and causes the youngest to spend some violent 
and useless emotion over imaginary people. My attitude is 
that we were better off without it as children. It’s wonder- 
ful, but hard on kids, like daylight saving, etc.’ 


(One boy, two girls, under 10; one boy, over 10.) 


‘Two of the boys who are over 10 listen to adult programs. 
Their favorites are ‘Information Please’, ‘Easy Aces’, the 
other question and answer programs and the ‘Hit Parade’. 


(Two boys, over 10; one under 10.) 


‘From listening to the dance bands tuned in by her grown 
brothers she has picked up a dozen or so popular songs 
which she sings with gusto and an ability to carry a tune 
unusual in one so young. We are confident, however, that 
she will outgrow this stage of her development. We attach 
little importance to it.’ 

(One girl, 5; two boys, 18 and 20). 


‘About an hour a day is set aside, to pacify the kiddies 
in our house, to let them hear their favorite programs.’ 
(Two chidren under 10.) 


"Yes, she often saves labels and coupons and sends them 
away for something in return, I think this practice later 
on helps a child to be thrifty.’ 

(One girl, over 10.) 


‘Of these (programs listed above) the only one I object to 
is Gang Busters. It is much too realistic and exciting, espe- 
cially as it comes just a little before the children go to bed. 
I have tried, and successfully, to steer them to another type 
of show at that hour.’ 

(Two boys over 10; girls under 10.) 


‘Girl not permitted to listen to daytime programs because 
of studying music, Little boy enjoys what he hears but for- 
gets what he hears immediately.’ 

(One boy, one girl, under 10.) 


‘Influence only for good. Mother very grateful because 
it’s the only source of entertainment they have—family very 
poor.’ 

(Two girls under 10.) 


‘Not permitted to listen. Mother thinks reading or exer- 
cising at that time more beneficial. (One child very musical 
but mother does not make any effort to listen to good mu- 
sical children’s programs, Columbia, Damrosch, etc.)’ 


(Two boys under 10.) 


‘During the winter evenings he listened to several adult 
programs and picked up several slang phrases that he used 
to whomever he was speaking, or calling people some of 
the names he heard Jack Benny call Fred Allen. When these 
things happened I discouragd him and didn’t turn the radio 
on, He does like music and I’ve noticed listens attentively 
to quiet violin music.’ 

(Two boys under 10.) 


‘I buy lots of articles because the children ask me to buy 
them, but waste the most of them as they just want coupons 
and box tops and can’t be induced to eat them.’ 


(Girl, 13; boy, 11) 


‘Only influence noticed is definite harmful aspect of blood 
and thunder programs—making children nervous and causing 
nightmares, eic.’ (One program referred to was ‘Big Town,’ 
which mother could prohibit child listening to, as it’s a late 
show and not for children. Mother thinks programs have 
toned down a great deal, but generally are bad. Has never 
listened to a whole show and could not identify any of those 
listed above, except ‘Gang Busters.’) 


(One girl under 10; two boys over 10.) 





‘Girl, now 12, no longer asks for products advertised. Did 
until last year. Mother tried to buy products asked for.’ 


(Girl over 10.) 


‘Radio is great importance in our family. They all want | 


to be like Little Orphan Annie or Dick Tracy. I think it is 
the greatest thing and is very interesting to listen to them 
explain what they would do in the tight spots the radio 
children get into. I think it is the best education.’ 


(Two boys and girl under 10.) 


‘Have a tendency to make them think and talk much older 
than their age.’ 
(One child, under 10.) 


‘About two years ago there was a program on the air on 
Saturday mornings which I believe was called ‘Make Be- 
lieve’ or a name closely related. To me, it represented one 
of the finest children’s programs I have heard on the air. 
It is too bad it has been discontinued, since that is my idea 
of a suitable program for children. Radio can be extremely 
educational to children, but not with the type of programs 
they listen to generally. There are countless stories and 
plays which could be dramatized in a fascinating way with- 
out the harmful nervous reaction of the average present 
programs. I am so definitely opposed to most programs for 
children I try to supervise those my daughter listens to.’ 


(One girl, over 10.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


Charlie McCarthy... 34 Eddie Cantor ....... 


Jack BORRY. 2. .ccscs 33 eee re 
EE - 5 ccdi vangecsouss 15 Information, Please... 8 
Good News.......... 15 PPPOE: SES icisiccces | 
One Man’s Family... 13 MAS POO ic cctecies: 7 
peer err rrr re BORTNTOS.. 6 6c cvceses dU 





Des Moines, la. 
PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnaire) 











Dis- 
Approve approve 
‘Jack Armstrong’.....s.++++05 45 27 
"TOG TAME cescccecsccccee @& 19 
THE. TERE cvercccsacscrccice 31 
“Green Hornet’ .....ccccs00- . 9% 49 
‘Don Winslow of Navy’....... 25 20 
‘Little Orphan Annie’......... 47 19 
"ROW Wi cocccescecsscee IK 17 
‘Gang Busters’......sccccecee 12 59 
Yes No 
Children Write to Programs... 30 19 
Parents’ Purchases Influenced 
by CHUETOR si cccsccciccccss 14 


QUOTATIONS 


‘A program like ‘The Green Hornet’ pJays havoc with chil- 
dren’s emotions and creates fears whic.. are deplorable.’ 


(One boy, two girls over 10; one girl under 10.) 





‘We are opposed to all children’s radio programs, especially 
those offering specimens which tempt the children to ask 
the parent to buy the product whether worthwhile or not.’ 


(Two girls, one boy, under 10.) 


‘I think radio is grand as it helps them (children) under- 
stand many things which they would not know otherwise.’ 


(Two boys, one girl, under 10.) 


‘Tried writing for premiums twice and were disappointed.’ 
(One girl over 10, one boy under 10.) 


‘Radio can be made an important influence on children. 
I believe, though, that the programs should be confined to 
regular children stories by authors like Louise Alcott, Hans 
Chrisian Andersen, Robert Louis Stevenson and many other 
similar authors. I firmly believe that children would fol- 
low a radio serial depicting characters by such authors as 
readily as the hair-raising stories like Orphan Annie, The 
Lone Ranger, Dick Tracy and the like.’ 


(Two children under 10.) 


‘Radio advertising influences my children very little in 
asking me to buy things. Ovaltine seems to be the big stand- 


, by. Having had to eat a few things in order to get the labels 


or other ‘send-ins’ they look with a wary eye on any 
ete made by companies whose products they don’t already 
Ow.’ 


(One girl under 10, three girls over 10.) 


‘When the child is engrossed in a serial he wants the 
articles advertised purchased in order that he may have 
the box tops, etc. Other than that I don’t believe he is in- 
fluenced by the advertising permanently. The mother is 
apt to be prejudiced against the article, at least, I find it so.’ 


(One boy, 10; one boy, 4). 


‘It is rather difficult to estimate the cmount of influence 
of radio on my children. I have never listened to a com- 
plete broadcast of any one program; therefore I cannot com- 
ment on it. But I feel that a competent board should be 
appointed to act upon these programs and those that are 











detrimental or wholly lacking in education value should be 
eliminated and others of the right type substituted.’ 


(One boy, one girl, under 10.) 


‘I firmly believe there should be some kind of censorship 
board formed to control children’s programs and to check 
the outpouring of horrible trash that is now provided for 
them. Several times I have almost come to the point 
of forbidding the children to listen to these programs, after 
trying to wean them away by means of story hours and 
outdoor play, but that method seemed such a vice in itself 
I decided to forego it.’ 

(One boy, one girl, under 10.) 


‘Radio means a great deal to the children and since listen- 
ing to the exciting adventures of Jack Armstrong, Dick 
Tracy and the like, they generally do not care to play the 
normal games of marbles, ball and such, but would rather 
go whooping and yelling playing cops and robbers, or pre- 
tending to kill everyone they encounter.’ 

(Two boys under 10.) 


‘Radio influences no more than newspapers or movies—~ 
think the children have to become educated in the ways 
of the world. Better while they are young enough to get 
their explanations at home.’ 

(Two children under 10.) 


‘Our six-year-old has become gangster-minded this past 
year since he has been allowed to run the radio at his will. 
He plays G-man constantly and talks at great length about 
Jack Armstrong and the rest. Most children at this age have 
adequate imagination without this added stimulus which 
radio brings them. I am very greatly opposed to the various 
programs for children which employ terrorizing situations.’ 

(Two boys under 10.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


Jack Benny. .....ccee TEBOO - BMI ccc cc case 
Charlie McCarthy.. - 2, errr ry ree Pm 
Good News........+. 18 Fibber McGee....... 7 
Be seed veescnrn sss 14 Fred Allen ......... 7 
One Man’s Family... 9 Scattered ..ccccess-- 111 
Orson Welles........ 8 





Baltimore 
PARENTS’ OPINIONS OF PROGRAMS 


(Listed as Appearing in Questionnaire) 











Dis- 
Approve approve 

‘Jack Armstrong’............. 21 17 

"Lene RAMBO oc csccccscicccve OF 16 

SE TIE i cisevacciccncess Oe 16 

"CHOU, FEM bc isccccccces sa. 17 

“Don Winslow’. ..ccscccccccce Sh 15 

‘Little Orphan Annie’......... 23 15 

co eee 16 

MN NES oo ccccscccseces ae 23 

Yes No 

Children Write to Programs... 19 24 
Parents’ Purchases ‘Influenced 

By CRUMTER .ccccccscccscce 1B 30 


QUOTATIONS 


“Most of these (programs listed above) are good, but don’t 
like crook stuff. Of course they show that crime does not 
pay. But some children may think in their own way that 
they can improve on the plunders described in the program 
and that’s bad.’ 





(Six children, four over 10, two under.) 


‘Tufluence of radio advertising on my child has me 
eating out of their hands. ... I’m the perfect radio request 
buyer.’ 

(One child, under 10.) 


‘Frankly, I think they (programs listed above) are inane, 
but the children insist on tuning them on and I don’t think 
they can be hurt much by a radio program.’ 


(Four children, two over 10; two under 10.) 


‘Children certainly do influence by purchases. That’s why 
radio is smart in aiming at the parents through the children.’ 


(One child over 10, two under 10.) 


‘Ive heard most of these programs and while they are full 
of noise, shooting and advertising, it keeps the children in 
the house where I like to see them.’ 

(Three children over 10, two under 10.) 


. ‘Comes at a wrong time of day and interferes with supper 
our.’ 


(Two boys, one under 10, one over.) 


‘Am opposed to these radio programs because they appeal 
to unlettered and unrefined elements of juvenile makeup.’ 
(Two children over 10, two under.) 


ADULT SHOWS TUNED IN BY CHILDREN 


ME ccossndeeeetscd - 10 Good News.......... 
Charlie McCarthy... 7 Information, Please. . : 
Jack NS oer sae 6 Bee BUGS cccccecee § 


We the People....... 6 Scattered eeeeee Meter 22 
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Appeasement Turns Out Sourly 





Private Stations 


Disillusioned of Any 


Liberal 


Tendency Toward Them by CBC 





Montreal, June 27, 


Last vestige of the CBC appease- 
ment policy towards privately owned 
stations is swept away with the an- 
nouncement that the corporation 
will take over full control of all net- 
work arrangements in Canada after 
Sept. 25. Private broadcasters stayed 
away from the Parliamentary Radio 
Commission last spring because they 
naively believed CBC would ease up 
on restrictions whereby independ- 
ents were refused lines for network 
purposes. 

Latest development, it is under- 
stood, will bring about even more 
stringent control of network broad- 
casting by the secondary (independ- 
ent) circuits of stations not affiliated 
with the CBC. CBC officials are 
expected here shortly to explain the 
meaning of the notices received by 
private broadcasters, It is believed 
that henceforth sponsors intending 
to buy time on private networks will 
be obliged to apply first to the CBC 
for permission, with the corporation 
then advising the stations whether 
they can do business with their 
clients. 

Private networks such as the As- 
sociation of Private Radio “Stations 
of the Province of Quebec, and 
others in Ontario and in the Cana- 
dian west will bear the brunt of 
the new regulation, which will 
bring additional hardships to private 
broadcasters. 

Until now private networks as 
well as individual stations have 
been under close supervision of the 
CBC. The CBC now intends to move 
in and take over completely on in- 
dependent network broadcasting. 


The new regulations stipulate that 
the CBC will henceforth take com- 
plete charge of reservations for time 
on private hookups and will see to 
the preparation and signature of 
contracts from sponsors in their 
dealings with private stations. 

The CBC will arrange for the time 
which the sponsors may have on 
private networks and will determine 
what stations can be used in this 
way. Question now is whether the 
CBC will also hoist a service charge 
on the stations, who will be the un- 
willing recipients of the additional 
supervision. 


CKAC FRENCH SHOWS 
TAKE BRIEF HIATUS 


Montreal, June 27. 

‘Femme a la Page’ (Lydia Pink- 
ham) has been discontinued as a 
commercial for the summer but will 
be carried as a sustainer by CKAC 
from July 7 to Oct. 2, when it will 
resume under sponsorship. Mean- 
time Lux program entitle ‘C’est La 
Vie,” is carrying on through the 
summer with CKAC added to the 
CBC stations now being used. 


Quaker Oats (Arsene Lupin) pro- 
gram produced and authored by 
Paul L’Anglais goes off the air July 
5, to return again Aug. 16. 

Pond’s program, French-language 
version of ‘Those We Love’ (‘Ceux 
Qu’on Aime’) also to be discontinued 
for the summer beginning June 28 
and returning Oct. 4. Produced by 
Paul L’Anglais a road company of 
‘Ceux Qu’on Aime’ has been barn- 
storming throughout the province, 
from Montreal to the wilds of Ri- 
mouski. Cast of road show, not the 
original radio company, has already 
played 32 stands. 











Changes at CKY, Winnipeg 
Winnipeg, June 27. 
Several changes will be put into 
effect at the local goveriument- 
o'vned station, CKY, with the retire- 
ment of G. H. Mills, chief engineer, 
at the end of June. W. A. Duffield, 
currently chief engineer at the trans- 
mitter, will replace Mills. 
W. Haney will replace Duffield at 
the transmitter, while George Hen- 


derson will continue as chief studio 
Operator, 


+ 





ONE BENEFIT OF TAXATION 


Has Made U. S. Transcription Com- 
panies More Sympathetic 








Montreal, June 27. 

Importers of U.S. transcriptions 
report conditions for future biz in 
Canada fairly good despite terrific 
hike in duties imposed by the Gov- 
ernment last year. Before new lev- 
ies came into effect Canadian im- 
porters report disc manufacturers in 
U.S. refused concessions of any kind 
with result that considerable volume 
of business offered in the lower- 
priced field had to be turned down. 

One firm here states that the U.S. 
platter manufacturers are no longer 
insensible to the limitations of the 
Canadian market so that volume is 
being maintained despite the high 
tariff. 


GERMANS BUILDING 
ITALIAN STATIONS 


Berlin, June 18. 
Rome and Turino radio stations in 
Italy have placed orders with Tele- 








funken, Germany’s largest electric 
concern, for broadcasting studio 
equipment. Instalments are to be 


the last word in radio development. 
Up to eight separate programs are 
to be carried simultaneously, con- 
trolled by a long distance system 
which is practically automatic. 


Following the design of the Tele- 
funken, last touches are put to the 
apparatus on the spot by the Italian 
engineers of the EIAR (Ente Italiano 
Audizioni Radiofoniche). Studios 
are to be put into action before the 


| year is up. 





GERMAN SHORTWAVE 


Transmitter Moved and Power 
Greatly Stepped Up 








Berlin, June 18. 

Deutschlandsender, Germany’s 
shortwave broadcasting station, has 
moved from Zeesen to Herzberg, 
about 40 miles south of Berlin. In 
the migration it has also changed its 
strength from 60 to 150 kw. But this 
is only temporary. A new European 
ether division was decided on at the 
last World Radio Congress at Mon- 
treux and as soon as this gets going, 
around March of the coming year, 
the Deutschlandsender will pull up 
to 200 kw. 

The antenne of the new trans- 
mitting station is the tallest of its 


| kind in Europe, over 1,000 feet high. 
| Novel 


material and_ construction 
technique is to eliminate fading and 
interference to a minimum. Station 
was built by the Reichs Post Office 
which holds the building monopoly 
but is under complete State and Nazi 
Party control as far as transmitting 
is concerned, 











London Calling 


London, June 18. 

Jack Henry, ex-detective inspector 
of Scotland Yard, made his radio 
debut in ‘At the Black Dog,’ weekly 
| BBC program of an imaginary inn. 
| This should be a natural for In- 
|spector Henry, who now runs his 
own ‘pub.’ 

















Bruce Anderson, IBC (Normandy) 
assistant program director, appoint- 
ed to newly created post of director 
of special features. 





Nestles Milk Products 
contract for a further series on Nor- 
mandy. Deal through Erwoods, Ltd. 





Spink & Son, Ltd., West End jew- 
elers, renewing for another year 


with Radio Normandy, making the 
eighth consecutive year and Nor- 





mandy’s oldest advertiser. 


| litical campaign for Senator. 


renewed | 








BATISTA'S EXPE 
TAKING CHAR 


aT 
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New Radio Boss Quietly | 
Steps In and Things Start! 
to Happen—He’s Juan L. 
Govea and Broadcasters 
Think He’ll Do a Lot for 
Their Industry 








HAS IDEAS 





Havana, June 19, 

Havana has a new Radio Director. 
who, contrary to his predecessors, 
came in quietly but promptly getting 
together with the executive board of 
the Cuban Broadcasters Association 
in ordering off the air ten very popu- 
lar rhumbas with slightly off color 
lyrics. His next step was to an- 
nounce that he will order off the 
air the stations that deliberately 
cause interference to local and for- | 
eign stations. 

Juan L. Govea, who during the | 
hot revolution days was put in charge 
of personnel in the Treasury Dept. 
by Col. Batista, himself, and when 
he had shaped that Department was 
sent to the Labor Department. for 
the same purpose, is the new Radio 
Director. 

It is understood that Dr. Govea | 
has a list of 10 stations that will 
either go off the air entirely or will | 
share time, as he intends to reduce 
the number of channels in Havana 
to 22, instead of 32 as now. 

This week, Govea will start his 
plan to put the local announcers 
through the diction examination and 
according to his assistants the an- 
nouncers will be placed in a public 
mike, each will have a number and 
the listeners will decide whether he 
continues there or goes back to the 
pick and shovel. 

If politicians can’t interfere with 
Govea, local broadcasters think ra- 
dio in Cuba will be in shape by the 
end of the year, 


CMQ-COCQ PAIR 
HAVE MANY 
SIDELINES 


Havana, June 20. 

Gabriel and Cambo, owners and 
operators, of Stations CMQ-COCQ 
have dough and time to branch out 
in other businesses. 

First, in partnership with Crusel- 
las, (local Colgate-Palmolive dis- 
tricts) went into show business, ope- 
rating the National Theatre, first 
run film house. 

Then, also with Crusellas, went in 
film producing with Ramon Peon, 
with the first production now show- 
ing. 

Before that, went in the recording 
business, making the RCA-Victor 
platters here, with processing in 
Camden. 

Also, backing a local penny ice- 
cream concern. 

Now, in the publishing business, 
in partnership with Bohemia, loca] 
weekly. 

And Cambo is busy with his po- 

















CUBA SETS UP NETWORK 


Nine Stations Linked—Key Is CMK, 
Havana 








Havana, June 20. 


+ 


Yankee DX Propaganda Thus Far 


No Wow in South America, Nazis 
Shrewder; H'woed Gossip Starting 





Trade Tragedy 





Havana, June 20. 

Ramon Peon, Cuban film di- 
rector, is being kidded. Backed 
by owners of CMQ-COCQ and 
locai Colgate subsidiary (Cru- 
sellas) he produced a full length 
comedy ‘Aventuras de Felipito’ 
based on w.k. CMQ radio char- 
acter. Shooting exteriors in 
Galiano Street, one of the main 
shopping streets here, when film 
was shown on the screen, in the 
background of the main scene, 
lasting about 10 minutes, there 
was prominently displayed a 
large neon sign of Gravi, rival 
toothpaste heard over a rival 
station. 

Crusellas wanted the scene de- 
leted, but it was too late. 








‘SUMMER HITS CANADA’S 


NETWORK SCHEDULE 


Winnipeg, June 27. 
With one-half hour and one full 
hour show already checked from the 





networks of the Canadian Broadcast- | 


ing Corp. and nine more scheduled 
to go for the summer months a loss 
of eight and a half hours for CBC is 
chalked up. Two of the eleven pro- 


ance being exchange programs from 
the American networks. 

The two already -ff are the Nova 
Kelp show from Toronto, and the 
Campbell Playhouse from CBS. Set 


and Chase & Sanborn shows. 
Following are the others and the 

dates upon which they will call it 

| quits; The Carnation 


Man’s Family’ (28); Maxwell House 


dian-built quiz show produced 
Winnipeg from stage of Capitol the- 
atre and sent to western CBC net) 
sponsored by Stephen’s Paint, both 
on June 29; Dr. Stidger’s ‘Getting the 
Most Out of Life’ (30). 

July folds will be Lux Radio The- 
atre (10) and the Lever Brothers 
hour, comprising Big Town and Dick 
Powell (18), 

No announcement has been made 
as yet as to whether they will all 
return in the fall, It is known the 
Dr. Stidger show is encountering 
continuity trouble due to CBC regu- 
lations regarding this type of conti- 
nuity. 


CBK, Watrous, Due July 1 


Watrous, Sask., June 27. 
Newest of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp.’s new 50,000 w. stations, 
CBK will go on the air July 15 ac- 
cording to present schedule. Original 
hope to open it formally on Do- 
minion Day, July 1, is abandoned. 
George Taggart, CBC production 
chief, and other officials already 
heading west to supervise opener. 
CBK will have clear channel at 
540 ke. and, claiming perfect ground 
conditions, is expected to boom in all 
over the continent. 











Ivan Tyler Commutes 
Montreal, June 27. 


to routine Labatt’s Ale program 


in Montreal, with Tyler hopping 





Cuba has its own network. It con- 
sists of nine stations with CMK, Ha- | 
vana, as the key. | 

Financially interested with Daniel 
O’Shea, of CMK, in the network |} 
project is Cristobal Diaz, local 
architect and co-owner of the El 
Pais newspaper. Monthly overhead 


talent is $5,000. 


across the border every few weeks 

to keep tab on developments. 
Lebrun Sisters, Elvera, Interna- 

tional Quartette and Dave Cheskin’s 


Orchestra are on the Labatt variety | 


show. 





grams are Canadian built, the bal- | 


to hiatus Sunday (25) are the Jello| 


Contented | 
Hour (26); Tender Leaf Tea’s ‘One! 


hour along with Dr. Query (Cana- | 
in | 


Ivan Tyler commuting to Buffalo | 


originating at WGR, Buffalo. Ontario | 
beer sponsor has script work done | 


Rio de Janeiro, June 27. 

Observers here believe Americans 
| are kidding themselves a bit on the 
score of the effectiveness, actual or 
prospective, of short-wave radio pro- 
grams to South America. Particu- 
larly as regards Brazil many here 
feel the Germans are way out front 
in slickness. First because of the 
powerful DX transmitters employed 
by the ‘axis countries’ and second 
because of greater practical skill in 
| propaganda the play is away from 

the Yankees and toward the Huns 
|and the Italians, their echo. 

NBC programs are frequently 
jammed or blocked out by the fas- 
cists’ senders. KDKA, Pittsburgh, 
and WGY, Schenectady, have short- 
wave adjuncts that fare better than 
the NBC stuff from New York City. 

Smartest trick of the Germans is 
the importation (to Berlin) of Por- 
| tugese and Spanish announcers and 
| performers from South American 
| countries. Thus the programs tuned 
| in from the Reich are not only in the 
| language but in the particular dia- 
|lect or patois best suited for and 
| most familiar to native listeners. In 
|contrast the American programs 
| have often been in halting or over- 
| precise academic Portuguese. Some 
of the reformer and highbrow stuff 
has been downright absurd if con- 
| sidered as propaganda. 

Germany is desperately out to 
|make ‘barter’ sound’ = glamorous 
against the Yankees ‘cash’ deals. Of 
course Brazil tends to be a lot 
friendlier to Americans because of 
the coffee market than the Argen- 
tines who resent the exclusion of 
their beef and wheat from America. 

Meantime American broadcasters 
|may derive too much self-compla- 
,cency from a smattering of fan mail 
|reaching them from these parts. 
Yankee propagandists have not made 
| the impression on those on the spot 
| that reports from New York indi- 
cate. 











New York Committee Set Up 
A committee has just been or- 
ganized in New York through the 
medium of the Will Hays office 
which will collaborate with DX 
broadcasters in spraying South 
America with news of Hollywood, 
It is figured the Latins will be in- 
terested in the familiar perscnali- 
ties they know through the screen 
and who are nearly their only inti- 
| mate idea of gringoes. Hollywood 
| news is presumed to answer the 
| problem of what to talk about when 
| asking or expecting South Amer- 
icans to listen. 

Charles McCarthy of 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox is chairman of the commit- 
tee. Dave Blum, Albert Deane, 
‘Kenneth Clark and Lester Thomp- 
| son comprise its membership. 








Winnipeg DXers Shut Down 


Winnipeg, June 27. 
CJRC has closed its two affiliated 
| short-wave stations, CJRX and 
'CJRO. Orders had the words ‘until 
| further notice’ penciled in. 
| Stations were the first short-wave 
stations on the North American con- 
tinent to adopt a regular schedule of 
daily broadcasts. -. KDKA’s short- 
wave affiliate followed shortly after. 
| Both stations were only operating 
| Saturday nights and took all CJRC 
| programs from 9 p.m. to 2 a.m., CST. 





Booming Aviation 





Montreal, June 27. 
New program originating at station 
CFCF centers round aviation activi- 
ties in city of Montreal. Series of 
broadcasts is handled by an aviation 
study group of the Junior Board of 
Trade under direction of Harry de 


| Luca. 


Board of Trade group interested in 
getting the municipality to offer in- 


Normandy broadcasting starting ducements to aviation industry, so as 
for wire charges, administration and | price and results of all principal | to make Montreal the aviation center 


races. 


| of the Dominion. 
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Dry Policy Followed by N. W. Stations 


Seen Affected by 


Green River Copy 





Seattle, June 27. 

Old Green River whiskey recently 
Tran an advertisement in the Seattle 
Post-Intelligencer in which was used 
a picture portraying a radio an- 
nouncer apparently broadcasting the 
statement, ‘You’re Missing Some- 
thing if you don’t tune in on Green 
River.’ whereupon C, E. Arney, Jr., 
for KOMO-KJR complained to the 
Washington State Liquor Control 
Board. He wrote: ‘As you are 
aware, these stations as well as 
every other broadcaster in the state 
of Washington, have consistently de- 
clined all hard liquor accounts. This 
use of printed matter, typical of ra- 
dio, tends to destroy the value 
which radio derives from this pol- 
icy . .. we feel that your board 
should take steps to prevent a recur- 
rence of this practice and this par- 
ticular matter should be called to 
the attention of the advertiser, the 
agency handling this account and 
the newspapers in this state which 
carried it.’ 

L. E. Gregory, chairman of the 
liquor board, replied that while the 
ad did not violate the state regula- 
tion, it felt that radio stations which 
follow the policy of refusing spiri- 
tous liquor advertising had a right to 
object to such matters which create 
the impression that they do accept 
such advertising and wrote a letter 
to the account saying in part: “The 
advertisement in question portrays a 
radio announcer at his microphone 
and indicates he is making a state- 
ment to his public...’ 


Alaska’s Largest, KFAR, 





| 


WORLD’S FAIR SCORE 
ON CUFFO AIRINGS 


New York World’s Fair has, up to 
the end of last week, received direct 
plugging on 24,000 station periods. 
The count is from the first of 1939 
when the series of salutes from for- 
eign governments began over the 
three transcontinental networks. 

Each period represents anywhere 
from 15 minutes to an hour or more. 
The shortwave broadcasts are also 
included in the accumulative figure. 








Founteleau Family Trip 


Pauses for Operation 


New Orleans, June 27. 

Ted Founteleau, Jr., son of WSMB 
sales manager, is recovering from an 
emergency appendicitis operation 
performed Friday night (23) in De- 
eatur, Ili. 

Son was returning home with 
father and rest of family from a 
vacation trip by auto to World’s 
Fair, New York. 


Hearts Belong to NBC 


Schnectady, N. Y., June 27. 

WGY’s guest relations staff are 
decked in new summer uniforms out- 
dazzling anything seen around here. 
Background color is blue, with a 
gold ‘NBC’ mike one one shoulder 
and ‘Guest Relations’ on the other, 
plus a citation cord. 

Boys’ names are woven in. gold 











Sets Up Seattle Rep 


Seattle, June 27. 

KFAR, Fairbanks, Alaska, already 
licensed, which will go on the air 
about Sept. 15, has opened an office 
here. Gilbert A. Wellington in 
charge. 

KFAR with 1,000 watts will be the 
most powerful commercial station 
in Alaska. Owned by company head- 
ed by A. E. Lathrop. 


TEXACO PLAYLETS NOT SET 


Holding Off on the Insert Part of lis 
Fall Revue 














Texaco won't decide for another 
three weeks on what it will do for 
the dramatic spot in its CBS show 
next season. It’s considering several 
dramatic names and ideas, 

Already set for the fall series are 
Ken Murray, Kenny Baker, Francis 
Langford, Dave Broekman, Jimmy 
Wallington and Ed Gardner, pro- 
ducer. 


WHAT Staff Reassured 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

Request for an increase in the 
hours of operation of WHAT, 100- 
watt part-timer here, will be made 
to the FCC by its new owners, Bon- 
wit-Teller Co., Philly. If the request 
is granted, steps will be taken to 
organize a staff and render service 
‘in keeping with the facilities and 
the standing’ of the new owners. If 
it’s not granted, he indicated, there 
will be no changes in either person- 
nel or manner of operation. 

John Knox visited his new ac- 
quisition last week for the first time 
since the FCC approved its transfer 
from the Public Ledger more than 
a month ago. He took the staff off 
the uneasy seat in a short talk in 
which he said no changes were im- 
mediately in prospect and that vaca- 
tions and all other obligations of the 
former management would stand. 
Milt . Laughlin, formerly assistant 
g.m., was given tacit charge of the 
outlet, although no tiile. Porter 
Ogelsby, Jr., resigned as g.m. and 
prez when the license switch was 
approved. 


Atlantic Loans Its Web 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

Atlantic Refining loaned its 10- 
station baseball network in this sec- 
tor to the Robin Hood Dell Asso- 
ciation Thursday (22) evening for 
the opening of the Philly Orchestra 
in the al fresco auditorium. 

Fed by WIP, the outlets on the 
web are situated throughout Penn- 
sylvania. Loan was arranged by 
Paul Frailey, in charge of radio for 
the Dell, and Jim Allan, WIP pro- 
gram director, 
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over the heart. 





COUSIN JOE MUST OKAY 


| WOR Cautious on ‘Relatively Speak- 
ing’—Okays Delay Programs 





Since shifting to WOR, New York, 
from WNEW, the interview program, 
‘Relatively Speaking’ has run into 
trouble. It has not hit the air as yet 


on WOR. Program interviews rel- | 


atives of famous people. 

Station, in order to insure itself 
against possible kickbacks, is requir- 
ing signed releases from the ‘names’ 





whose kin are being set for use on> 


the show. 


‘Mutual Bids Press To 
Meet and Quiz 5 Talkers 








Mutual will toss a press reception 
tomorrow afternoon (Thursday) at 
the Ambassador hotel, N. Y., for five 
of its top radio figures, John Steele, 
European representative, and com- 
mentators Elliott Roosevelt, Ray- 
mond Gram Swing, Gabriel Heatter 
and Fulton Lewis, Jr. Session will 
not be broadcast. 

Network is giving the affair as 
much production as possible and 
hopes for a strong press turnout. 
Scribes are being informed they can 
ask any and all the questions they 
want from any of the broadcasters, 
so it’s figured that Roosevelt may be 
subjected to a barrage about the 
President’s third-term plans, on 
which the son has shown a willing- 
ness to be quoted. Steele may also 


uation. 





Bob Hope Gets Binder 


Bob Hope was formally renewed 
last week by Pepsodent through 
Lord & Thomas for next season. 








An Afternoon at the Wax Works 





Or an Inside (The Sound Engineer’s Booth) Glimpse 
at the Singing Sam Industry 





By BOB LANDRY 


On alternate Wednesdays and 
Thursdays in Studio D of the World 
Broadcasting system in New York 
Harry Frankel, otherwise Singing 
Sam, makes electrical transcriptions 
for Coca Cola. Four days each month 
he labors. Another day or so he con- 
sumes in travel. But for 25 days, 
roughly, Singing Sam reposes on his 
gentleman farmer’s estate in Indiana. 
If the mood moves him he fishes. 
If it does not he simply hibernates, 
Indiana style. The life sounds good 
on paper and is evidently savoury in 
reality for Singing Sam is not 
famous, among his radio colleagues, 
for a yen to hang around New York, 
where he earns his $75,000 or so per 
annum. He can make the Penn sta- 
tion after the 10th transcription (a 
fortnight’s supply) with the same 
dispatch blackface singles used to 
give the supper show at Proctor’s 5th 
Avenue. 

From the control engineer’s booth 
at 711 Fifth avenue last Thursday 
(22) the Frankel could be viewed as 
he came into the home stretch on 
program number 700 of his Coca 
Cola series. In the recording studio 
surrounded by musicians, a quartet, 
an announcer and lots of micro- 
phones, the man from God’s country 
becomes for a little while one of the 
little planets that spin within the 
bigger constellation of commercial 
radio. Singing Sam’s 700th program 
finds the Coca Cola platters, which 
started on a handful of stations, 
spread to 150-odd stations, and more 
to come. This is now the largest 
campaign of waxed entertainment 
since Chevrolet went into dead stor- 
age. Chevrolet had more stations 
but was not, like Singing Sam, on 
five times ia week. 

A lot of man-hours besides Farmer 
Frankel’s go into the making of 
these discs. The analogy that here 
is a small industry in itself is not en- 
tirely fanciful. Count them one by 
one. Beside an occasional account 
exec from the D’Arcy advertising 
agency, there’s Kenneth Burton, the 
checker-upper. He adds up the min- 
utes and the seconds the downbeats 
and the upbeats, the modulations 
from Singing Sam and the messages 
from Coca Cola. These, with the 
time-mellowed hickory-smoked old 
classic tunes which the baritone per- 
sonally selects, are the raw materials 
of the Singing Sam industry. Bur- 
ton communicates by the deaf-and- 
dumb language of radio’s glass 





panels with Conductor Vie Arden, 
with freelance arranger Buddy 
| Montgomery, who can evaluate flats 
like a landlord, with the various 
topnotch radio musicians who form 
the orchestra, among them Carnegie 
Hall accordionist Charles Magnante, 
guitar glorifier Benny Mortel, fiddler 
Bert Hirsch, piano coloratura Phil 
Wall. 

All the while producer Burton sits 
alongside mixmaster Lawrence Mc- 
Intire. Now and again World’s 
Charley Gaines, the Ziegfeld of the 
hill-and-dale method, breezes in not 
looking very much like John Royal, 
and chief engineer Charles Lauda 
hovers around like chief engineers 
do (which is always very impressive 
to any guy whose knowledge of ma- 
chinery is limited to a_ pencil- 
sharpener ). 

Nor is this the full roster of the 
Singing Sam industry. Del Sharbutt 
waits to spiel a word or two now 
and then (Singing Sam does most of 
the talking about the product). 
There are two girl singers and two 
gents who jointly come together for 
the obligato. Lydia Sommers is 
another who has gone through the 
flames of Carnegie Hall. Her side- 
kick, Frances Newsom, lies down on 
wooden planks, Japanese fashion, to 
relax between sessions. Willard 
Amison and Stanley McClelland are 
the men. All four singers were 
brought together two and a half 
years ago for a few pick-up dates. 
Already Coca Cola has provided a 
near-career. 

Now! 


Like the vaude stooge who keeps 
breaking in with ‘now?’ there’s a 
chap in the background named Vic 
who keeps posing a needle. UIti- 
mately after many false-cues and 
much digital shorthand through the 
window pane the time came for Vic 
to triumphantly sweep the needle 
onto the groove upon whose etched 
surface were some pre-recorded re- 
marks about—guess—Coca Cola. 

At the five-minute break when the 
musicians raised their hands to leave 
the room the outer corridors re- 
vealed a coin-vending machine which 
dispensed a popular 5c. beverage of 
a certain brand. After which they 
all came back. Vic Arden picked up 
his baton (a yellow pencil). Singing 
Sam looked at the time table for In- 
diana, and they began program num- 
ber 701. 

And that’s how transcriptions are 
born. 





Including President’s Son’ 





get a workout on the European sit- | 
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From the Production Centers 
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IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Colgate-Palmolive-Peet considering Wayne King orchestra and Buddy 
Clark ... Brenda Frazier sought for a session opposite Edgar Bergen’s l 
dummy ... Singing Sam was billed as doing a television broadcast ., , ij 
NBC wouldn’t believe his no, but he meant it... kilt-wearing Scotch 
delegate was highlight of Advertising Federation convention... 

The Robert Foulks (Alice Frost) leave Friday (30) for three weeks at 
Franconia Notch, N. H.... Courtenay Savage, Chicago scripter, in New 
York for a week, with a one-night jump to Washington . .. Merrill Denij- 
son scripting a script for Paul Muni, to be ethered Saturday (1) from the 
Coast over CBS by the Council Against Intolerance ...CBS is not 
quibbling where Bob Trout is concerned ... he’s now air-announced as 
‘radio’s foremost reporter.’ 

Radio editors wiring Senator Alva Adams a good word on behalf of the 
Federal radio project....Ed East who has daytimer for Dr. Brown’s 
Cel-rey made commercial spieler on the nighttime stanza for same sponsor 
....Radio’s Ben Pratt now preoccupied with the Ripley Odditorium soon 
to open on Broadway. 


IN CHICAGO... 


... ‘Girl Alone,’ daytime serial for Quaker Oats, will be returned to the 
NBC web on Sépt. 24 .. . Orson Welles returns for a guest on the ‘Knick- 
erbocker Playhouse’ show for Teel on July 2... John Harrington of 
WBBM and Jack Burnett of WGN have promoted a golf match between 
the links stars of the Chicago Cubs and Chi White Sox on July 10 at the 
Mohawk Country Club, with the public admitted at two-bits a copy... 
WIND will get daily CBS broadcasts of the feature race at Arlington start- 
ing July 1... Ray Wilson will write the radio serialization of RKO 
flicker, ‘Career,’ for Wrigley’s 13-week summer ride over Columbia... 
Leslie Atlass stable snared quota of ribbons at the Lake Forest (Ill.) horse 
show last week ... 

Betty Ruth Smith, recently with KFH, Wichita, is now playing top role 
in ‘Backstage Wife’ and Madame Henriette in ‘Story of Mary Marlin’. ., j 
Came to Chicago three months ago for audition and three days later 
was given part in ‘Wife’... 

Gene Arnold gone to Fort Worth to broadcast KGKO for Texas I 
Electric....Tom Fizdale here breaking in Ed Wile from his L. A. office. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Crane Wilbur will take time out this fall from producing patriotic shorts 
at Warners to edit scripts for Edward G. Robinson’s ‘Big Town’... .Jimmie 
Fidler takes his first vacation since sputtering film gab on the air. Draws 
six week hiatus from July 25....Charley Vanda engaged chief engineer 
on Boulder Dam to lay out a swimming pool on his new Encino acres.... ; 
Paul Dudley going east to work with Paul Monroe on production of ‘Grand . 
Central Station’....Lux calls it another season July 10 with Charles i 
Laughton in the star spot....Patsy Kelly east for rest and medical ob- : 
servation....Abe Schechter, NBC’s special events topkick, here to improve 
the breed of newscasts and features....John Conte took over as commer- 
cial spieler on Kay Kyser’s Luckies program when his predecessor fumbled 
a line and G. W. Hill heard it. Ken Niles continues as Kyser’s sidekick 
on the emceeing....Jimmy Saphier taking the new bride east while he 
shakes up some biz for MCA clients....Tiffanmy Thayer ended his stint on 
Kellogg Circle and back east for other J. Walter Thompson assignments 
...-Arthur Faust handling production and traffic for Leo Tyson at KMPC 
in Bevhills.,..Forrest Barnes scripts the Johnson wax summer show.... 
Joe Donahue clearing decks for Camels’ new ‘Blondie’ series which he 
produces for William Esty....CBS beat NBC at softball....In golf or 
bowling. it would be different....Franklin Delano, ass’t mgr of Young & 
Rubicam’s Hollywood office, moves to Frisco in similar capacity....George 
McCall will do a summer sustainer for CBS starting July 17....Harry 
Conn-working up a new comedy series with Bea Lillie in mind, 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 


Phil Stearns, former supervisor of the radio division, Federal Theatre 
Project, has succeeded Pat Kelly at KFRC as writer and press agent.... 
Kelly is free-lancing, but still writes the Spreckels-Russell Dairy ‘Brain 
Battle’ for KFRC....Ted Bliss, KHJ, Los Angeles, newscaster, pinch- 
hitting for John B. Hughes thrice daily at KFRC while Hughes is south 
for screen tests and film narration....Local radio artists participated in a 
‘Salute to Advertising’ without fee by permission of AFRA Sunday, with 
CBS airing the show, KFRC producing it and NBC paying music costs 
in honor of the opening of the Pacific Advertising Clubs Association Con- 
vention in Oakland....Jennings Pierce busy preparing to launch a new 
personnel training course at KPO and KGO, similar to those being given 
for office and page boys at NBC’s New York and Hollywood headquar- 
ters....Transmitter engineer Victor Welge of KSFO back after biz-vacash 
combo trip to New York and way points....Former radio editor Maury 
Savage of the San Diego Union fair-seeing last week-end....Blevins Davis 
out from New York last week to represent NBC at the American Library 
Association convention....Commentator-interviewer Janet Baird of KPO- 
KGO received her airplane pilot’s license last week... .Ironic pay-off to the 
announcement that Dick Wynne of KJBS had been awarded the Sidney 
Garfinkel agency’s annual trophy for the best local commercial announcer 
is the fact that Wynne is no longer on the station’s staff, and was only 
at KJBS during the period in which the contest was conducted. Runners- 
up were Bud Heyde and Bill Woods of KPO-KGO. 

After 15 years as a radio pianist, first at KYA, then for nine years at 
KSFO, Clem Kennedy has retired in favor of a post office job....Book 
critic Joseph Henry Jackson airing his Sunday stint from here again after 
four weeks of broadcasting from Radio City, New York....Lucile Kirtley, 
ex-radioite, rehearsing roles with the San Francisco Opera....Arthur 
Rowe denies reports that he is no longer active in radio at the Golden 
Gate International Exposition; instead he’s combining his activities in the 
radio division under Clyde M. Vandeburg with his duties as musicians 
union-expo liaison man....Charles Gabriel of Emil Brisacher agency is 
quizzing interior decorators in a new weekly quarter-hour afternoon sus- 
tainer on KPO Mondays. 


IN CINCINNATI. . . 


Dedication of WCKY’s new 50,000-watt transmitter tentatively set for 
June 30 by L. B. Wilson....A 30-minute musical fairy tale, ‘Solotaia Ribka,’ 
written by 15-year-old Carol Skinner, Cincy, was aired Friday (16) by 
WLW... .Cooperating with the Ohio Valley Druggists Association, WKRC 
is carrying a series of interview programs with members stressing their 
neighborhood service....Working under batteries of hot lights relieves 
them of colds and sinus trouble, claim engineers and performers in Cros- 
ley’s tele studio....WKRC’s chief engineer, John Tiffany, escaped injury 
when lightning struck a short-wave transmitter and receiver during the 
broadcast of a special military program....Consolidated Drug Products, 
Chicago, through the Benson & Dall agency, is sponsoring a half hour of 
WLW’s ‘Top o’ the Morning’ program, daily except Sunday... .Standard 
Oil of Ohio, through McCann Erickson, Cleveland, last week started its 
third quarter-hour news program on WKRC....Harold Coulter appointed 
acting director of sales promotion for WKRC by Bill Schudt, manager...- 
Hal O’Hallaron, m.c. on WLW’s ‘Boone County Jamboree’ forgot his daugh- 
ter’s birthday last week. She wired him: ‘Congratulations. You are the 
father of a 19-year-old girl’....James Patt, WKRC’s special events director, 
addressed Indiana University’s Radio Work conference Saturday (17). 
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’. THIS WEEK IN WASHINGTON .. 





New Station Allocation Rules 


Carry Proviso for 1-Year Licenses 


Washington, June 27. 

One-year licenses, representing a partial victory in a 
decade-long campaign of radio industry, were voted by the 
FCC last week. New allocation and regulation principles 
and engineering standards intended to insure better coverage 
and more dependable signals by opening up room for more 
transmitters were simultaneously promulgated. _Except for 
certain particular clauses, all rules become effective Aug. 1. 

After nearly three years of deliberation, the Commish thus 
puts into effect the first major revision in the rules since 
government supervision of broadcasting was inaugurated 
more than 10 years ago. Aside from a few minor points, the 
recommendations of the three-man committee which held a 
comprehensive hearing last year were rubber-stamped. 

Chief change in the Committee report was an increase in 
the number of Class I channels, those reserved for use of only 
one transmitter after dark, and a compensating decrease in 
the group available for duplicate operation. To the 25 which 
the engineers initially suggested should be kept for solo oc- 
cupancy, the Commish decided to add 1170 (WCAU, Philadel- 
phia). Prolonged discussion over the exact number and par- 
ticular frequencies, with considerable pressure to cut the 
select classification to 20. This would have meant dropping 
three of the most important network keys (WEAF, WJZ, and 
WABC, New York) as well as KFI, Los Angeles, and WBZ, 
Boston. 

Under the new classification and revised definitions, the fol- 
lowing channels will be available for use of only one station 
at night: 640, 650, 660, 670, 700, 720, 740, 750, 760, 770, 800, 
810, 830, 850, 860, 870, 980, 990, 1000, 1070, 1090, 1130, 1150, 
1170, and 1190. 

The following ribbons, now listed as clear and high-power 
regional, will be opened up to use by plants located at sub- 
stantial distance from those already using such frequencies: 
680, 710, 790, 970, 1020, 1040, 1050, 1060, 1080, 1100, 1110, 1140, 
1160, 1180, 1460, 1470, 1480, and 1490. 


Mexico's Stalling on Cuba Treaty 
Reflected in Channel Earmarking 


The decision to include WCAU’s stripe was rather surpris- 
ing in view of recent indications the recommendation for 25 
Class I channels was likely to be pruned, although it was 
known that if any additional frequencies were protected 1170 
most likely would be the one included. Backstage fight has 
been raging, however, over WOR’s 710 channel, but political 
angles made is improbable the Commish would add this to 
the select group. 

While there was substantial sentiment in favor of allowing 
even more duplication in an attempt to provide still better 
coverage, international considerations influenced the Com- 
mish. With Mexico stalling on the North American Regional 
Agreement, the Commish felt it would be wise for the U. S. 
to keep some chips for future poker games. While it is felt 
there are no strong engineering reasons for continuing to 
protect the five plants located on the two coasts and spraying 
part of their signals out into the oceanic void, the diplomatic 
angle was stressed. 

The decision to limit the license period to one year, instead 
of going to the three-year maximum permitted by law, also 
was attributed to international considerations. In announc- 
ing its willingness to double the span of tickets, the Com- 
mish pointed to ‘the instability created by the delay of 


Mexico’ in carrying out repeated promises to sign the Ha- 
vana treaty. 

The new one-year licenses will be issued as existing tickets 
run out. No automatic extension of the oustanding papers. 
Instead, the batch of renewals to be handed out Oct. 1 will 
run until 1940 and the same procedure will be followed at 
succeeding three-month intervals. 


National Association of Broadcasters 
Asks Convention Conflict Be Avoided 


Postponement of the scheduled June 12 hearing on Rule 
42.03 covering international broadcasting, as well as broad- 
ening of the scope of the proceeding and suspension of the 
effective date of the new regulations, was sought from the 
FCC last week by the N.A.B. With licensees due to present 
their own views directly, the trade body asked the Commish 
to defer the public discussion until the annual N.A.B. con- 
vention has been held and suggested that all of the code 
should be taken up with the operators before it is put in 
force. Favorable action is expected. 

N.A.B. retained a special counsel, former Congressman 
Swager Sherley, to handle its case, indicating a strong fight 
will be made to argue the Commish into modifying various 
requirements. Dissatisfaction has been voiced concerning the 
arbitrary increase in power and the ban against short-wav- 
ing programs for domestic consumption. 


Outright Death Sentence for Alleged 
Ownership Misstatement Looms for KUMA 


A precedent-breaking action growing out of the February 
revocation of license of KUMA, Yuma, Ariz., is scheduled for 
July 24, when a hearing will be held before Commissioner 
Norman S. Case to determine whether the station should be 
yanked from the air. Rumpus represents the first time the 
Commish has ordered outright revocation of a broadcast 
license (usually done by refusing to renew the papers). In- 
volves alleged false statements made by Albert H. Schermann, 
who attempted to convince Commish that he was in control 
of KUMA when E. B. Sturdivant actually was at the helm 
(according to FCC). 

Numerous important angles to the row—with Case hearing 
matter instead of a Commish attorney. Burden of proof will 
rest on the FCC this time, as the Federal agency must prove 
that Schermann is guilty of the alleged misrepresentation. 
Normally, when licenses are withheld, the applicant is called 
upon to show his fitness to recapture the privilege. 

According to a Commish official, Schermann was told in 
February that the station would be deleted, but Government 
body later backed down to permit a new hearing on the order 
of revocation. Ticklish position for the FCC’ers and prob- 
able that the July 24 date will be set back to the fall. 


Last-Minute Congressional Money 
Bill Provides FCC with Its Payroll 


Possible chaos in the radio spectrum has been averted. 
A $1,838,175 check is en route to the White House to keep 
the FCC operating during the year which starts Saturday 
(1). Special appropriation bill, carrying $200,000 less than 
the President requested, was speeded through the House Fri- 
day (22) and is due for final passage before the month ends. 

Usual criticism of the regulatory body, heightened by con- 
demnation of the international rules now slated for recon- 
sideration, marked House acceptance of the Appropriations 
Committee’s recommendations. Plea for a Congressional 


probe of the FCC and the industry was repeated by Richard 
Wigglesworth, Massachusetts Republican, who complained at 
lack of a ‘national communications policy’ despite 12 years 
of government supervision over radio. ‘ 


The Committee’s cuts were general and leave the Commish 
free to add as much personnel as can be paid with $93,175 
more than was available for the present fiscal year. Budget 
item had covered an additional 47 workers, mostly in the en- 
gineering, legal, and clerical forces. The Committee did not 
earmark the money but said that ‘in making the general in- 
crease of $100,000 in the item for salaries and expenses have 
in mind the very important phase of its work developing 
around the engineering, legal, and accounting sections of its 
functions.’ 


The transcript of the secret hearings held the previous 
week showed Wigglesworth fired many questions at Acting 
Chairman Thad H. Brown in accordance with his past policy 
of scrutinizing closely the activities of the agency. Interro- 
gation was by no means as sharp or intensive, however, as 
last January when Chairman Frank R. McNinch was sub- 
jected to several hours of grilling. 


D. C. Court of Appeals Upholds FCC 
Cancellation of WLW’s Super-Power 


Revocation of the superpower permit of WLW, Cincin- 
nati—a bitterly fought issue which led to dramatic court 
moves last February—was upheld Monday (26) by the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals in a decision which oc- 
casioned tongue-clucking by radio barristers. Request for @ 
review of the tiff by the U. S. Supreme Court is probable. 


The intermediate court, in a decision by Chief Justice D. 
Lawrence Groner, gave the Commish an almost complete vic- 
tory without ruling specifically on the fundamental question 
raised by Duke M. Patrick, counsel for WLW, who contended 
that a ‘special experimental authorization’ is in effect equiva- 
lent to a ‘license’ or a ‘construction permit.’ The jurists dis- 
missed the appeal, as urged by FCC General Counsel Wil- 
liam J. Dempsey, who argued that decision involving papers 
of the sort held by the Crosley Corp. could not be scruti- 
nized by the courts. 


In many respects the reasoning in Justice Groner’s opinion 
baffled attorneys. Also accasioned alarm among barristers 
who saw in it an opportunity for the FCC to evade judicial 
restraint by making ‘contracts’ with industry members in a 
way that would give the regulators complete freedom to deny 
permits whenever they please. 


While further litigation is probable, the decision had the 
effect of ratifying the FCC’s refusal five months ago—on 
recommendation of a special three-man committee which 
held a two-week hearing last summer—to allow further ex- 
perimentation with power over 50 kw. Decision whether to 
ask the Supreme Court to review the matter hinges on con- 
ferences between Patrick and officials of the Cincinnati con- 
cern. But even if the highest bench should upset the Com- 
mission’s denial, there would have to be much sparring and 
months of delay before the decision could be reversed. 

After a review of the history of the WLW experiment, Jus- 
tice Groner declared there was no injustice in denying per- 
mission to prolong the five-year experiment and held that the 
FCC has unquestioned right to terminate such operation at its 
pleasure. He remarked that WLW received fair treatment 
all along the line—citing hearings and arguments before the 
unfavorable decision—and observed that Crosley benefited 
from the unusual privilege of having the highest power of 
any American transmitter for a long time. 
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Petitioner Frankly Tells 
Community in Brochure 


Of Plans If FCC Okays 


Seattle, June 27. 
The Bellingham Broadcasting Co., 
Inc., which is asking a radio license 
there and seeking the wave channel 
now assigned to KVOS, has issued 
a brochure which is being widely 
distributed. The booklet is 16 pages 
and leads off with ‘While the Bell- 
ingham Broadcasting Co. seeks the 
wavelength at present assigned an- 
other company, it will not be the 
Object of this pamphlet to in any 
way cast a derogatory reflection on 
any institution, person, firm or cor- 
poration, The purpose of the book 
will be to show tha. the Bellingham 
Broadcasting Co. has a knowledge 
of those qualities which constitute 
this Northwest area, to prove that 
this company has knowledge of the 
history of the area it seeks to serve, 
and ‘to show that this company is 
ae and competent to best serve 

an area i i 
Riadettoma as Bellingham and its 
Follows 10 Pages of cuts depict- 
ng scenes, industries and points of 
‘erest around the little city; a 
—" resume of the personnel, fu- 
Te policy and _ technical setup; 
Pledged advertising revenues and 
financial background. ‘In general 
Our advertising policies will be 
rather strict and limited in much 
same manner now practiced by 
- Columbia Broadcasting System,’ 
a booklet declares in conclusion. 
esentation in this form caused 

much comment in industry circles. 


General Electric Due Back 


General Electric is returning to 
this fall, but the program isn’t 











It will be 10 to 10:30 Sunday ni 
v4 nights 


| Bob Hope, radio and screen comic, 





WBNO HAS SCHOOLMASTER 


Seeks Advertisers Contest with Mere 
Identification on Educational Shows 








New Orleans, June 27. 

WBNO has named a local high 
school teacher its director of educa- 
tional programs in an endeavor to 
make then show a profit. That’s 
admittedly a tough job however, be- 
cause of the school board’s refusal 
to allow direct advertising on pro- 
grams with which it has any con- 
nection, Attempt will be made to 
sell the educational items to spon- 
sors willing to forego regular com- 
mercials for just a mention. 

New director is Benet F. Cain, 
who started at the outlet five months 
ago on the cuff presenting prep 
school news through student re- 
porters. He’ll handle the mike him- 
self on several of the new shows. 


More FCC Barristers 


Washington, June 27. 
Six more barristers admitted last 
week to practice before the Federal 
Communications Commission, In- 
itiates are: 
I. Irwin Bolotin, Washington; W. 











R. Broaddus, Jr., Martinsville, Va.; 
L. H. Brown, Spokane; Joseph P. | 
Feury and Austin C. Keough, New 
York; and John R. Stephens, Los | 
Angeles. 


Bob Hope’s Writer Sues 


Los Angeles, June 27. 
Wilkie Mahoney, script writer, sued | 





for $1,300 1n Municipal court. 

Writer charges he was paid only 
$5,200 on a 13-week deal calling for 
$500 a week. 





| mental 





Sonny Saunders, warble: on WIP 
> 1 other Philly o- tlets, switched | 
r. »niker to Jimmy Saunders last | 
week and began daily NBC airing | 
via KYW with latter’s house band, | 
th Rhythmaires. 


- 


| Chicago, and Harold A. Safford, 


33 STATIONS JOIN IN 
INDIANA U’S HUDDLE 


Louisville, June 27, 


Reps of 33 stations forgathered 
in Bloomington, Indiana, last week 
for first radio work conference of 
mid-west. Meet was arranged by 
Indiana U. radio division under Lee 
R. Norvelle and Robert E. Allen. 
Confab was called for purpose of 
meeting on common ground to dis- 
cuss mutual problems _ affecting 
radio stations in the central west. 


Sole formal address of the con- 
ference was delivered by Tom Wal- 
lace, editor Louisville Times, who 
discussed ‘Radio-Newspaper Rela- 
tions.’ Subjects which received con- 
sideration by the conference were 
low cost program production; AFM 
and ASCAP co-operation; research 
and listening surveys; balancing 
program schedules; educational, re- 
ligious and social service programs, 


Those participating in discussions on 
‘Better Co-operation with the AFM and 





ASCAP included: Edwin Mittendorf, 
WIND, Gary; Edgar L. Bill, WMBD, 
Peoria; R. R. Baker, WTRC, Elkhart; 


Ralph H. Patt, WPAY, Portsmouth, 0O.; 
Mortimer Watters, WCPO, Cincinnati, and 
Vernon Pribble, WTAM, Cleveland. 

Other mid-western radio reps who par- 
ticipated in panel discussions included: 
Walter Guenther, co-ordinator of fac- 
simile and television, WLW, ‘Experi- 
Radio’; Bob Kennett, WHAS, 
Louisville; Warren G. Davis, WLAP, Lex- 
ington, Ky.; Charles R. Cook, WJBL, De- 
eatur, Ill.; Cc. A. McLaughlin, WIBC, 
Indianapolis; C. A. Rowley, WICA, Ash- 
tabula, O., ‘Low Cost Program Produc- 
tion’; Irwin A. Johnson, WBNS, Colum- 
bus, O.; C. R. Richardson, WDAN, Dan- 
ville, Ill, ‘Balancing the Program Sched- 
ule’; Eldon Park, WLW., Harold A. Mil- 
ler, WGIL, Galesburg, Il.; Wendell Love- 
less, WMBI, Chicago. 

‘Better Newspaper Relations and the 
News Broadcast,’ was the subject dis- 
cussed by S. A. Cisler, WGRC, Louisville- 
New Albany, Ind.; Hugh O. Potter, WOMI, 


Owensboro, Ky.; Gene Newhall, KYSM, 
Mankato, Minn.; Leslie ©. Johnson, 
WHBF, Rock Island; Sterling Beeson, 
WTOL, Toledo; Martin R. O Brien, 
WMRO, Aurora, IIL; Eugene Pulliam, 
WIRE, Indianapolis. 


Panel on ‘Surveying the Listening Audi- 
ence’ included: W. C. Swartiey, WOWO, 
Fort Wayne, Ind.; J. Leonard Reinsch, 
WHIO, Dayton, O.; Hal Burnett, WBBM, 
WLS, 
Chicago. 








Hot Weather i 


By ROD REED 


Radio announcers went along on 
the Clipper’s flight to Europe. DX 
in person, 








Baseball scores given in rhyme on 
new Fred Waring show. Shutouts 
reported in blank verse, 





Children in Wisconsin listen to 
‘Lights Out.’ Soothes their nerves 
after the moppet cliffhangers of late 
afternoon, 





If monkeys were as smart as some 
anthropologists claim they’d make a 
fortune suing Lew Lehr, 





Benchley hiring writers is like 
Tibbett engaging someone to sing 
for him. 





Television costs high. Revive old 
adage, ‘One picture is worth a thou- 
sand words.’ 





Ad agency man goes on jury duty. 
Twelve good men and eleven true. 


Coasters to NAB Meet 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

Heavy compliment of radio execs 
are in Oakland for conclave of Pa- 
cific Advertising Clubs Ass’n. On 
their return here they’ll get their 
desks in order and haul east for 
convention of National Ass’n of 
Broadcasters. Among those going 
are Lewis Allen Weiss, Don Lee 
headman; Donald Thornburgh, CBS 
coast chief, and Don Gilman, west- 
ern division boss for NBC. 

Accompanying Weiss are his wife 
and daughter, who will pass a vaca- 
tion with him at Grosse Point, Mich. 
after the NAB meet. 








BEST PROGRAM 
PICKED BY 
NEWSWOMEN 


Following are the radio awards 
made by the National Federation of 
Press Women in New York Mon- 
day (26): 

1. Best A. M. Weekday Program—‘Gete 
ting the Most Out of Life’ (NBC-blue). 

2. Best Afternoon Weekday Program—~ 
‘American School of the Air’ (CBS), 

3. Best Interpretation of News—H. Y. 
Kaltenborn (CBS). 

4. Best Radio Program Contributed to by 
a Woman—‘Dorothy Thompson (General 
Electric) (NBC-red). 

5. Good Taste and Restraint In Adv. Ane 
nouncements—Ford Sunday Evening Hour 


(CBS). 

6. Most Original Program Idea—N. Y. 
World’s Fair Salute of Nations (NBC, CBS, 
Mutual) 

7. Shortwave Program Promoting Interna- 
tional Peace—Same as above. 

8. Best Program Designed for Rural Lise 
teners—‘Farm and Home Hour’ (NBC-blue). 

9. Children’s Program (a) Under 12— 
Ireene Wicker’s Singing Lady) (NBC-red); 
(b) Over 12—Dr. Damrosch's Appreciation 
Hour (NBC-blue), 

(ces) Best Dramatic Show—Orson Welles 

11. Program Most Effective in Building 
American Ideals—Town Meeting of the Air 
(N BC-blue), 

12. Special Award for Classical Music— 
cn f Philharmonic Symphony orchestra 

*BS). 

13. Religious Programs—NBC and CBS. 

14. Brilliance of Objective Radio Reporte 
ing in Field of Foreign News.—William L. 
Shirer (CBS). 


World’s New Subscribers 


World Broadcasting System has 
added five more stations to its list of 
recorded library clients. They are 
KOH, Reno; KRGA, Sante Fe; 
KTSA, San Antonio; WPAD, Pa- 
ducah, and WMOB, Mobile. The 
last outlet starts operation within 
30 days. 

Most of these outlets will intro- 
duce the World library with special 
full hour broadcasts including a re- 
corded greeting from Percy L. 








Deutsch, WBS prez. 
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Attention-Cett $| aims Ameria gion ane and ation hep ¥s. Lime buyer 
| talks. 
{ en nl e ers | Eagar P. Shutz, accepted for sta- 
» | tion. 
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Station rep and an agency time buyer engaged recently in a bitter 
argument as the result of the former going over the head of the buyer 
to the client. When the buyer declared that his agency wouldn’t stand 
for such procedure the rep countered with the statement that the 
agency apparently had forgotten that it was the station and not the 
client that paid the commission. The rep added that he had a respon- 
sibility to the station which paid both him and the agency a commis- 


Grammatical Check-Up 
St. Louis. 
‘Catch An Error and Win a Pair,’ 
,is the newest program hatched by 
| program director Allen Franklin of 
KXOK and Les Kaufman, pa. of 


types, mike and announcers with air-_ 
ings made direct from the windows. 
Announcers fill in between waits 
with flashes to sidewalk audience. 


For Taxi Sponsor 
Washington. 
Sponsored broadcast, ‘Crank 
Handle Knights,’ will dramatize cases 
of cab drivers performing deeds of 


heroism, honesty, etc. Will go on W4JIR’s Charity Gesture 
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, : ’ i d that it was to the client himself to decide whether he wanted 
WRC Wednesdays and Fridays at 7 Detroit. | Fanchon & Marco’s Fox theatre here. are: oe . rape - . 
p = spender by Diamond Gab Co. WIR here is doing a daily street lA pair of ducats to the theatre is to listen to a particular station's story directly from its rep. 
m., s mR er from sidewalk in front 2warded to any person who spots | P. S.: The station rep did not get the business. 
Cupid’s Court of J. L. Hudson, Detroit's largest | grammatical errors by KXOK gab-! . 
St. Louis. |department store, plugging _ the | bers. 'WPEN shows right from the boat. 


‘Cupid’s Court’ is new program on 





ra q aed | Sponsors are contributing prizes for | spieled by special telephone opera- , 
KXOK. Couples who have just ob- | $1,250,000 for the Salvation Army | letter, describe the —, give the athietic contests. tors. Four gals and eight se , 
tained marriage licenses at City Hall | and House of Good Shepherd. 5 time and name the gabber. lines handle this service, in the sta- 
are interviewed as to meeting, court- Leo Fitzpatrick, just returned | gg ay ; tion’s office. 
ship, plans, ete. Bankrolled by|from biz conference and visit with | WPEN’s Biver ee # hi More Baseball Angels P Bankroller also gets a single col- 
Walkeasy Shoes. Dick Richards on West Coast, is| : : Philadelphia. | ; i Cincinnati. | umn, two-inch ad six days a week 
Alex Buchan, who handles the in-| chief of staff for the current drive, | River trip for listeners, enor Rnd Something new in local radio is on the sports page of the Post, 
terviews, gives each couple the! working under William S. Knudsen, |special boat, will be —. enn the four-way package cooked up = Scripps-Howard affiliate of WCPO. 
choice of a pair of shoes or an or- |General Motors prez. All WJR spiel- | WPEN on July <r a, a Mort Watters, — oan ton With baseball bugs here steamed 
chid corsage for the bride. ers taking turns appearing On spe- | people are expected to make the| WCPO, for the chain o ~ up on the Reds’ bid for the Nation- 
—— cial airings. —— voyage down the Delaware to River-| per Markets. ' t al League, the telephone calls for 
Grocers Vs. Druggists WIL’s Legion Tie-Up view Beach amusement park. _Sponsor tags the daily 6:30 p.m. scores have run as high as 5,000 an 
Cincinnati. St. Louis. | Those who go will pay the regu-| airings of major league scores. ,| afternoon, according to Watters. 
Bill Schudt, WKRC manager,| Double honors in the shape of a lar boat fare of 50c, but will be en- Has its name on the Cincy Reds 
pitted teams of grocers and drug-| national citation for services to the|tertained by WPEN staffers and | scoreboard in the os bse a ‘ 
gists in the station’s weekly right-| American Legion and a silver plaque | others. In addition to entertainment street studio, in the busy downtown ecorded Stand-bys 
or-wrong program Sunday (30). To|from the Missouri Department was | st the beach, arrangements are be- section. Sr ae | New York. 
accommodate large number of mer-| doled out to WIL in services last}ing made to air several regular Receives courtesy blurbs on Reds WNEW, N. Y., is currently testing 
chandisers, invited as special guests, m , aad a portable transcribing unit with a 
the show was switched to a down- view toward protecting its unstable 
town auditorium. / schedule with a transcribed series 
It's conducted by Lee Bland and F a C S WASHINGTON DOCKET tentatively tagged ‘Sidelights of New 
usually originates in the station's : ° we York.’ Uncertainties of baseball due ' 
main studio. 040444 to weather often jazzes up the sched- ‘ 
esiialinis ule. Station carries b.b. spiels some- 
a MAJOR DECISIONS hensing mistt Be, Gonied regerciom of, whether 26 Sct,iing [times twice a Gay, ‘Sffernoon and 
Richmond, Va. he proposes te give.’ evening. 
WRVA gaining favorable atten- Washington, June 27. age one oe Tet eee apepaet. stresses, ee Tests have been made in various 
a gry toe nage wen ae weeny ae ee ees Saa o i “sagen groups in beavilan? he had chosen a regional frequency pore of the city and one program 
“ hersca Speaks, staged at an experimental broadcast station were frowned on by Com- which, under the present allocation system, is reserved for | WaS cut at a subway entrance gar- ) 


conventions and larger gatherings in 
this area. Station has given Ben 
Ruffin, Chamber of Commerce sec- 
retary, unprecedented leeway in 
ambling through these groups and 
popping to attendees any question he 
thinks interesting and basic for lis- 
tenable reply. This leeway, a de- 
parture in station’s hitherto con- 


‘Open Your Heart’ campaign to raise 











mish. Acceptable deal involves peddling 166 shares of capital 
stock of KFQD by J. P,. Hannen to R. FE. McDonald, original 
owner and operator of the station already holding 33 1/3% 
of the stock. Change of stock ownership will be ‘advanta- 
geous in the operation of the station (and) enable the man- 
agement to render a better service to the community’ 
Commish decreed, 

Application for experimental facilities turned down be- 
cause no research program was submitted and operation on 
the proposed frequencies involved possible interferences with 
other transmitters. 

California: An okay was passed on the transfer of KEHE, 


All the person must do is write a 











large centers of population. 

Caldarone had requested 
watts, days only. Represented by Elmer W. Pratt. 

Texas: Renewal of license for high frequency broadcast 
station, W5XD, Dallas, granted by Commish after considering 
a petition for reconsideration of its action in setting the plea 
down for hearing. 


MINOR DECISIONS 


WMFO, Decatur, 


operation on 1270 ke with 250 


Alabama: license extended on a tem- 


scores, during course of games, 


nering opinions of sardines on ‘Sub- 
way Etiquette.’ 





Cartoon Attention-Getters 
Philadelphia. 
Comical cartoons which WDAS 
has been using as attention-getters 
in the local dailies for the past two 


. ‘ . Porary basis only, pending action on renewal application, . . , " 
servative policy, is used deftly and | (Hearst) Los Angeles, to Earle C. Anthony (see separate but in no event longer than Aug. 1. years are being sy ndicated. About 
expertly by Ruffin and the question- | story this issue). oishiinig Ye Alaska: KINY, Edwin A. Kraft, Juneau, granted power | 20 stations are now using them daily. 

w : . : Ilinois-Indiana: (1) General reshuffling of facilities - jump from 250 watts to 1 kw. K: i a imilar | 
and-answer business ™ far vr gga tween WJBL, Decatur and WJBC, Bloomington, Ill, and California: KSAN, Golden Gate Broadcasting Co., San WHB, ns A; SAS 8 ee : 
to any other similar sessions aired ; 


WBOW, Terre Haute, Ind., authorized by Commish to permit 


Francisco, granted renewal of license on temporary basis. 


idea some years ago. Each drawing 


in these parts. two Illinois transmitters to operate a ge Florida: WKAT, Miami Beach, and WMFJ, Daytona| pictures a ludicrous situation in 
a mn a ‘ under the present time-sharing agreement. While E Beach, licenses extended temporarily, pending determination : re 
Ruffin is quick on the trigger, @} Wii) not profit through change in its frequency from 1316 to which one of the characters leaves 


good ad libber, and keeps conversa- 


1200 ke, $5,000—plus additional funds to cover all expenses— 


on renewal applications, but in no event longer than Aung. 1. 


. j Hawail: KGMB, Honolulu, granted frequency change the others in the lurch by running 
tion moving. Aside from getting a | will hn a4 gern Banks of Wabash, Ine., licensee, by the from 1320 to 590 ke, installations of new equipment and ver- | out on them, shouting over his shoul- 
. : two inois stations. tical radiator and day juice jump from 1 to 5 kw. - 6 ; ic 

good program, WRVA mike, promi Operating hours of WJBL and WJBC will be extended INinois: WGIL, Galesburg, license extended temporarily, der: I'm going home to listen to 
nent at these conventions, many of | from 10 to 18 hours, and from 8 to 18 hours per day, respec- to Aug. 1. WDAS.’ Each station fits in its 
business nature and attended by ex-| tively, under a aaied at acto Ps aed = Kansas: KGNO, Dodge City Broadcasting Co., Inc., Dodge | own call letters. ; 

: ’ A communities for additional service, ommish de ’ x City, granted day power jump from 250 watts to 1 kw and s : , 
precmern ahgb el the commercial though slight mutual limitation will be experienced by changes in authorized equipment. Among the stations now using the : 

n m, 


WBOW and WJIBC within their normally protected contours. 


Maine: WRDO, Augusta, granted renewal of license on| Cartoons are WOL, Washington; 
—_—_—_—- ogo station, weet ge Agee a Bo gtcoerremagte ad on peer nerds basis only, subject to action on pending renewal| WTAG, Worcester; WICC, Bridge- : 
’ casting Inc., now uses 12 cc wi watts, w application. . ‘ ata a 

‘The Tackle Box ‘ shares the same frequency but uses 100 watts nights, 250 Michigan: WHDF, Calumet, granted renewal of license port, Conn.; WSGN, Birmingham; 

: Cincinnati. watts days. Plan will provide for WJBC to keep its present’ temporarily, subject to action on pending applications of WMAZ, Macon, Ga. and WGST, 

A series of weekly programs for | 4signment, while WJBL switches to 1310 ke — —— ~ licensee corporation for renewal and consent to operate un- | Atlanta. 
WBOW) and adds 250 watts daytime power. Terre aute 
week-end fishermen starts June 2 on 


transmitter will obligingly change to 1200 ke, 


limited hours, and upon the pending application of Lane 


i maintaining J. Horrigan. 
WCKY. Tips on srots and lures. its present power of 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. Minnesota: KYSM, Mankato, license extended temporarily Specializing in Friendliness 
Written by Bev Dean under title,/ George 0. Sutton, Frank Stollenwerck and Arthut to Aug. 1. | 
‘The Tackle Box,’ which he used for Schroeder appeared on behalf of WJBL and Henry B. Walker Missouri: KWTO, Springfield, granted increase in time of Caste, Xt. *-. 
" , represented WBOW. Arthur Malcolm MeGregor and Dorothy operation to include 5 and 6 a.m., CST, using 1 kw. ‘Friendly Carolinas Week,’ a WBT 
a fishing column he formerly con-| Charlotte McGregor, licensees of WJBC, retained Ben 8S. New Mexico: KAWM, Gallup, license extended temporarily | promotion, was staged last week 
ducted in the Cleveland Press. wemset ond Chastes Vv. Westend. a a : 5 





‘Truckload of Groceries’ 
St. Louis. 
A wall of groceries seven feet 
high and 35 feet long, weighing 6,000 
pounds, was the prize divided be- 
tween the three winners of WEW’s 


2 L. Albertson for modification of license of WBNY requestin i i inas.’ q 
‘Truckload of Groceries’ contest | its power assignment of 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. facilities of WSVS. . ° pA Rs Boson Price yee TA ocr eal 
which ran for six weeks. The con- Massachusetts: Applications of W1XEQ, New Bedford, for North Dakota: Jamestown, license extended temporarily ariotte has long ca . 


test climaxed 10 months of promo- 


tion in behalf of the Independent 


Retail Grocers. Each Saturday a.m. 


WEW presents the ‘Grocery Basket 
of the Aix’ during which five giant 
baskets of foodstuffs, containing 60 
items, are awarded for the best let- 


ter, ‘Why I Trade with My Indepen- 
dent Neighborhood Grocer.’ 

Show is strictly a WEW service 
feature as there are no sponsors, no 


source of income to the station, and 


has succeeded in building up good 
will for the station. 





For the Infants 
St. Paul. 
KDAL, Duluth, has a new pro- 
gram, slanted toward the moppets. 
It’s the ‘Kindergarten Hour,’ with 


(2) Construction permit for Emil Denemark, Inc. (WEDC, 
Chicago) granted by Commish. Involves operation on 1210 
- with 100 watts nights, 250 watis days, with specified 

ours. 

Kentucky: Frequency change for WOMI, Owensboro, was 
denied by Commish on grounds that present service is satis- 
factory and proposed switch would cause interference to 
WBOW when it moves to 1200 ke. Kentucky station, owned 
by the Owensboro Broadcasting Co., applied for 1200 ke in 
Neu of its present assignment on 1500 kc. Would have kept 











renewal of license was granted when the (Commish recon- 
sidered a previous acticn designating the plea for hearing. 
Commish okayed petition from the licensees, KE. Anthony & 
Sons, Inc., to grant without hearing. 

Miehigan: Unlimited operation for WHLS, Port Huron, 
ordered by the FCC following a hearing on the plea of Har- 
mon LeRoy Stevens and Herman LeRoy Stevens, doing busi- 
ness as the Port Huron Broadcasting Co. 

Station will continue operation on 1370 ke and maintain 
its present daytime power of 250 watts. Will extend its 
hours from days only to unlimited, using 100 watts at night. 

New York-Virginia: (1) Power increases for WBNX, New 
York, and WMBG, Richmond, Va., both using the 1350 ke 
tibbon, were authorized by the Commish last week. New 
York transmitter will increase its present 1 kw power to 5 
kw during daytimes and install a directional antenna de- 
signed to restrict its nighttime signal toward the South,— 
reducing present limitation of WMBG from its 7 millivolt 
per meter contour to approximately its 2.3 mv/m_ contour. 
Some service will be lost to Newark listeners through the 
proposed directional array but additional persons will be 
served throughout Manhattan and Brooklyn. 

Richmond siation will receive juice-jump from 500 watts 
to 1 kw nights, 5 kw days, —considerably increasing its 
coverage. Will be limited 19% of its time by KWK, St. 
Louis, and will experience interference to within its 5.2 milli- 
volts per meter contour from WAWZ, Zarepath, N. J. but 


New York: W2XBF, William G. H. Finch, New York, 
granted modification of developmental broadcast station 
license to change class of transmitter from developmental to 
facsimile broadcast, to be operated on 43740 ke with 1 kw; 
WCNW, Arthur Faske, Brooklyn, granted renewal of license 
on temporary basis only, subject to action on pending appli- 
cation for renewal; WSVS, Elmer 8S. Pierce, Buffalo, granted 
temporary license renewal and designated application for 
hearing because of the pendency of the application of Roy 


to Aug. 1. 

Seuth Dakota: KOBH, Rapid City granted renewal of 
license on temporary basis only, subject to Commish action 
on application for renewal of license and assignment of 
license now pending. 

Texas: KRIC, Beaumont, granted voluntary assignment of 
license from Beaumont Broadcasting to KRIC, Inc.; KNET, 
Palestine, license extended temporarily to Aug. 1. 

Utah: KSUB, Leland M. Perry, Cedar City, granted special 
temporary authority to Leland M. Perry, surviving partner of 
Harold Johnson, to operate KSUB to Dec. 1, on a temporary 
basis only and on the express condition that it is subject to 
whatever action may be taken upon any formal application 
red regular authorization which may be submitted hereafter, 
etc. 

Washington: KRKO, Lee E. Mudgett, Everett, granted 
renewal of license on temporary basis only, subject to Com- 
mish action on pending applications for renewal, construc- 
tion permit and voluntary assignment of license and upon 
plea of the Cascade Broadcasting Co., Inc., for construction 
permit. 

West Virginia: WCHS,. Charleston, granted daytime juice- 
jump from 1 to 5 kw and changes in transmitting equipment. 


SET FOR HEARING 


with most of the Carolinas munici- 
palities participating in one way or 
another, ranging from a proclania- 
tion from the mayor to a real pro- 
gram. 

Throughout the week WBT made 
station breaks by calling itself ‘The 


friendly city, and this was to spread 
the idea over both states. 

WBT originated a speciai broad- 
cast that was carried over a net of 
16 Carolinas stations. Slogan for 
week was: ‘Be more friendly to your 
neighbors and more neighborly to 
your friends.’ 


WKRC’s Garden Party 
Cincinnati. 

New in these parts is origination 
by WKRC of its ‘woman’s hour’ 
program from a garden a la tea per- 
ty. Was inaugurated Friday (9) for 
a weekly series through the sum- 
mer, 

Locale was the terrace garden of 
the Hotel Alms, in which the local 
CBS station has its studios and of- 


A ° . _ | latter station (which shares with WBNX) operates only an Arizona: Silver Crest Theatres, Yuma, new station to be | fices. j as a 

Evelyn Maynard, Zenith City kinder- } Wour per Gay. operated om 1486 ko with 160 watts, specifea heure. = Ss. Program started in 1931 a° 

garten instructor, bringing a gang| Louis G. Caldwell and Reed T. Rollo represented WBNX. California: Richard T. Sampson, Riverside, new station to|2-Minute morning spot. . 
with 


of punks into the studio every Satur- 
day ayem for an informal gabbing 
of fairy tales and nursery rhymes. 
For the kids too little to toddle 
along, it’s great stuff. Letters from 


George O. Sutton; James L. Proffitt and Arthur H. 
Schroeder appearing for Havens & Martin, Inc. (WMBG). 

(2) New daytime smallie awarded Kingston Broadcasting 
Corp., Kingston, N. Y. Transmitter will operate on 1500 ke 
with 100 watts, days only. 


North Carolina: Albemarle Broadcasting Co., Elizabeth 


be operated days only on 1390 ke with 250 watts. 
Massachusetts: North Shore Broadcasting Co., Salem, new 
station to be operated on 1200 ke with 100 watts. 
New Jersey: WTNJ, WOAX, Inc., Trenton, change time of 
operation from sharing with WCAM and WCAP to sharing 
with these stations by adding the hours 8 to 10 p.m. to its 


stretched to 60 minutes and trans- 
ferred to an afternoon period on 
weekdays, with Ruth Lyons as con- 
ductor. 


, City, received the green-light on its application for a new operating period, this time to be withdrawn from WCAM- _ For the open-air program, sree 
happy mammas say their moppets| station. To be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts nights, WCAP (designated for hearing because of request’ which tickets are mailed to women desir- 
have their ears glued to loudspeakers | 250 watts days. world, withéraw 3 hours from WCAM and 11 hours from | ing to attend. Members of women’s 

; . : 4 y 5 " 
while they (the hausfraus) do their Oregon: Daytime power boost of 1 to 5 kw awarded 


daily chores. 


Dept. Store Stunt 
Baltimore. 

Display of WBAL newsroom in 
local department store windows, ful- 
filled its fifth request engagement 
this week by moving to main drag 
location of the Gutman Dept. store. 
Rated top crowd getter, local mer- 
chants have been crowding studio 
for dates. Layout consists of vari- 
ous news gathering machines, tele- 


KALE, Portland, following consideration of a petition to re- 
consider and grant the application submitted by KALE, Inc., 
licensee, last month. Plea had been designated for hearing 
but filing of additional information with the Commish en- 
abled less formal treatment. 

Rhode Island: Losing battle of Peter J. Caldarone, for a 
new station to be located at Providence came to another 
halt last week when the Commish denied a petition for re- 
hearing submitted May 23 after the application had been 
turned down. Despite the Rhode Islander’s charges that the 
Commish had failed to ‘give due consideration and weight 
to certain testimony which, if considered, would have 
changed its decision,’ FCC’ers coldly turned down the newest 
Plea. 

‘We have carefully reconsidered our decision in the light 
of the allegations made by the applicant in its Petition for 
Rehearing.” Commish sala fn a supplemental statement of 
facts, ‘and we are of the opinion that the Petition for Re- 





North Carolina: Albemarle Broadcasting Station, Albe- 
marle, new station to be operated on 1370 ke, days only. 
Pennsylvania: Lackawanna Broadcasting Co., Inc., Scran- 
ton, new station to be operated on 1370 ke with 100 watts 
nights, 250 watts days; WKDO, Telegraph Press, Inc., Har- 
risburg, transfer control of corporation to J. H. Stenman and 
John F. Stenman (WKBO is licensed to Keystone Broad- 
casting Corp.). Designated for hearing as transferees already 
own and control six stations,—WDEL and WILM, Wilming- 
ton, Del,; WAZL, Hazleton: WORK, York; WGAL, Lancaster, 
and WEST, Easton; KQV, KWV Broadcasting Co., Pitts- 
burgh, jump night power from 500 watts to 1 kw, using 
directional antenna system. 
Puerto Rico: Portorican American Broadcasting Co., Inc., 
Ponce, new station to be operated on 1340 ke with 1 kw. 
South Carolina: WCSC, South Carolina Broadcasting Co., 
Charleston, increase night power from 50? watts to 1 kw 
and make changes in antenna. 


club also are invited as guests. Us- 
ing a handmike, Miss Lyons and 
John Reynolds, announcer, make the 
rounds of tables and chat with at- 
tendees between tea sips. 

Musical entertainment is provided 
by the program's regulars: WKRC 
Tune Toppers, Savoy Sisters and Lin 
Mason. Joe Ostendorf, the hotel’s 
chef, dishes out choice recipes. Ber- 
nice Williams Foley, who has 4 
‘charm clinic’ slice of the stanza, 
reads palms of guests on a gratis 





basis. 
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RSTS 10 
NBC 





Red and Blue win one-sided victory 
as Radio Guide readers cast 729,000 votes 
in Star of Stars election 


Once AGAIN a vote has been taken. Once 
again NBC wins. 


In this election fans vote for their favorite artists 
and programs under twenty-four different classi- 
fications. NBC won 16 out of 24 first places! 


Here is a fine picture of listener preference—a 
real endorsement of NBC popularity. 


NBC appreciates this overwhelming vote of confi- 
dence from nearly three-quarters of a million radio 
fans. NBC also takes this opportunity to extend 
orchids to its advertiser clients whose consistently 
fine programs have made this victory in listening 
preferences possible. And to the fine performers who 
have so well merited this nation-wide recognition. 





i 








HERE’S HOW THEY VOTED FOR NBC 


Best Commentator (man) Lowell Thomas NBC 
Best Commentator (woman) Dorothy Thompson NBC 
Best Comedian Bergen-McCarthy NBC 
Best Radio Actor Don Ameche NBC 
Best Singer of Popular Songs (man) Bing Crosby NBC 
Best Singer of Classical Songs 

(man) Nelson Eddy NBC 
Best Singer of Classical Songs 

(woman) Margaret Speaks NBC 
Best Announcer Don Wilson NBC 
Best Audience Participation 

Program Kay Kyser’s Klass NBC 
Best Variety Program Chase & Sanborn NBC 
Best Master of Ceremonies Don Ameche NBC 
Best Serial Dramatic Program One Man’s Family NBC 
Best Swing Band Artie Shaw NBC 
Best Swing Instrumentalist Tommy Dorsey NBC 
Best Swing Singer Bea Wain (Larry 

Clinton’s Orchestra) NBC 

STAR OF STARS Nelson Eddy NBC 

















NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY 


The World's Greatest Broadcasting System 
A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICE 




















VARIETY 


RADIO _ 


Wednesday, June 28, 1939 








————— == 


= =. 





———~— 





BUREAU OF MISSING BUSINESS 


Articles appearing in this series are designed to stimulate trade discussion, pro and con, on mat-| 
ters pertaining to types of advertising which, for one reason or another, usually offer resistance to, 


radio solicitation, Both network and spot radio aspects are considered. 


Station men and others are! 


invited to comment upon issues brouglit up by this department or to suggest themes that might be 


profitably considered. 





NO. 10—AUTOS, ACCESSORIES AND PARTS 


Although radio has done pretty someone will sell ’em on the idea. | around $433,000 in 1927 to a high of | 
well by itself—except in the past 18} Some of the firms, notably the bat- | almost $6,000,000 in 1937, it’s suf- | 
te y and piston ring companies, have | fered greatly in the past 18 months | 


months—as regards automotive ad-| 
vertising, there remains a vast field | 
virtually untapped: the accessories 
and parts industry, which sells | 
nillions of dollars worth of needed 
replacements, as well as gadgets, to 
motorists annually. 
teries, spark plugs, piston rings, 
headlamps and fog lamps, brake lin- 
ings, oil filters and pumps, car heat- 
ers, radios, directional signals, ciga- 
ret lighters, et al. 

The main factor in the lack of biz 
froi these companies appears to be 
the ignorance of radio men as to 
their existence and to the amount of 
goods trey sell in a year. True, 
many of the firms in each accessory 
o: parts field spring up from nothing 
—and sometimes die with nothing— 


Such as bat-| 


sponsored network shows in the dis- 


tant past for long periods. And 
trese firms are still in the business 
and bigger than ever in: most in- 
stances. 


The argument that practically all 
accessory and parts manufacturers 
sell their products directly to the car 
or truck maker does not hold water, 
although for most fir is the original 
equipment field forms a very lucra- 
tive portion of their total biz. How- 
ever, the replacement field, where 
the consumer, or motorist, is the de- 
ciding factor, is by far the larger 
market when it considered that 
there are around 30,000,000 cars and 


is 


year and that the average annual 





an* as a result have little to spend 
for advertising. 

On the other hand, the majority 
of accessory and parts makers have 
ample treasuries. At least to spend 
in magazines and newspapers, as 
they’ve been doing right along. 
Maybe they don’t have a sufficient 
amount, as they are woni to say, to 
bankroll a good network show for 13 
or 26 weeks, but perhaps they do, if 
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production of new vehicles is around 
| 2,500,000, or less than 10%. Net- 
| works and local outlets have found 


- 





| cause 
| sales, 





trucks on the road in the U. S. every | 


a lucrative revenue source in tires | 


j}and oil, and they’re in the same 

fi:lds as the other accessory or parts 

| firms. 

per 
There’s the angle, too, of distribu- 


‘tion and limited territories for such 
items as fog lamps, car heaters, anti- 
freeze compounds, etc. These factors 
may nullify need for a network pro- 

| gram, but would strengthen the 
argument for a regional or local 
hookup similar to anti-freeze cam- 

| paigns of the past few years. 


Serious Angle 


Another, and more serious, draw- 
| back to advertising by accessory and 
parts companies is the prohibition 
placed by most car makers on any 
ballyhoo of the fact that suppliers 
provide certain parts for their ve- 
hicles. While this ban doesn’t affect 
the supplying firms’ sales tc indi- 
vidual car makers—it’s always on 
bids anyway—it doesn’t help pro- 
mote sales of these same parts or 
accessories in the replacement field, 
where the customer or motorist 
would probably be persuaded to buy 
this or that part if he could be told, 
through advertising, that this or that 
particular part was the original 
equipment on this make of car. 

Auto advertising on the radio 








be 


could itself stand a gou slot in the 
arin. While passenger car bally over 
the air rose steadily from a low of! 


along with other forms of media, be- 

of the sharp drop in auto 
etc. But radio, unlike most of 
its competitors, hasn’t come back in 
the past six months. 

Various factors are involved here. 
First is the auto makers’ fear of a 
slump at any time which might catch 

; : 
them with a big ether show and un- | 
able to cancel as easily as with news- | 
papers, magazines, etc. Secondly, | 
the auto industry has prospered ex- 
tensively down through the years on 
the free publicity provided in the 
press and magazines; therefore, it’s 
been a hard nut for radio to crack | 
with no free bally to offer. 
the ban on dealer-maker cooperative 
advertising unless names of all deal- 
ers contributing their proportionate 
share are mentioned, promulgated 
several months ago by the Federal 
Trade Commish. 

Last-named point has wrought 
considerable hardship on auto pro- 
grams, since it’s thrown all 
shows into the institutional category 
and which must be paic for entirely | 
by the auto makers. Previously, un- 
de, the cooperative system whereby 
dealers contributed around $7 per 
car sold by them, the ether shows 
could be paid for much more easily. 
As result of the FTC ban, this dealer- 
maker cooperative fund now goes 
into newspapers, which lend them- 
selves more readily to the mention 
of dealer names. 


Radio men should b~ able to find | 
a way around this situation, espe- | 
cially in view of the millions in- | 
volved. 


ADDENDA: INSURANCE 


Insurance may play a part in the 
1940 national elections and radio, 
which is increasingly becoming a 
forum for public examination of the 
pros and cons of the subject, may 
thereby be involved, While all this 
is suppositional and well in advance 
of the development of such a state 


Third, | 

















@KLZ’'s 200-watt mobile transmit- 


ter went fishing at sunrise on 


May 27 and recorded for its listen- 
ers the biggest event of the year 
for Colorado sportsmen . . . the 
of the 
It described the first’ cast of 


opening trout season. 
Gevernor Carr, the action of the 
first vicious strike, the battle that 
And all 


for 


finaily led to the net. 
thrilled, 


natives of this playground country, 


Colerade was to 


trout fishing is the sport of sports. 
KLZ ie always on hand when 
things important te Colorade 


happen ... never lets the big ones 





get away. Likewise, KLZ is always 
on hand when a sponsor has a 
really big selling job to be done in 


the Denver-Rocky Meuntaia area, 


K L Zz te 


CBS AFFILIATE * 560 KILOCYCLES 


Arritiateo In Manacement With THe OxtaHoma Pusiisninc Comeany 
AND WKY, Oxcanoma City — Rerresenteo By THe Kavz Acency, Inc. 


| Washington 


such | 


New CBS Sales Slogan 


Columbia time sales_ has 
adopted a new promotional term, 
‘The Family Purchasing Board,’ 
and they’re playing it to a fare- 
thee-well. The FPB is pulled 
whenever anyone cites the num- 
ber of radio homes. 

‘Ah,’ rejoins the salesman, ‘that 
figure must only be used as a 
base. You must remember that 
whereas the salés message may 
be received by a single mechan- 
ism it’s heard by from two to 
eight persons in the home. Since 
the average article advertised 
appeals to group use, such listen- 
ers should be treated in terms of 
Family Purchasing Boards and 
instead each radio home should 
be credited with an average of 
four listeners.’ 











of 
are getting ever stronger in their 
denunciation of non-company 
visors’ and the partisans of the lat- 
ter, are in turn, anxious to make 
what publicity capital they can from 
the situation. 

Insurance, as one form of expense 
that touches the pocketbooks of the 
common citizen directly, has been 


| getting a lot of attention from the 


investigations into 
‘monopoly’ and, politically sagacious 
guessers, foresee a distinct possibil- 
ity that politicians, particularly in 
certain states, may adopt and exploit 
the controversy. 

With ‘counselors’ lambasting in- 
surance companies over the air and 
the insurance companies replying in 
kind, also over the air, it is well 
known that the underwriters are 
genuinely alarmed. In this purely 
financial-political-social problem ra- 
dio is, of course, merely the medium. 
It stands to benefit in increased time 
sales. Morris Seigel, who more or 
less is the lad who started the ball 
rolling with his Policyholders Ad- 
visory Council which functions in 
New York City and Boston, is said 
to spend $150,000 annually for local 


| time. 


(These remarks are addenda to 


| previous discussions herein of the 


insurance biz as a time source.) 





MOTORS ON AIR 


RETARDED BY 
FAIR COSTS 


Detroit, June 27. 


Hefty world’s fairs expenditures 
provide latest alibi for auto come 
panies not resuming network shows 
this fall. And they may even jeop- 
ardize Chrysler and Ford shows cur- 
rently on ozone. 


Elaborate buildings, erected by 
General Motors, Chrysler, Ford and 
allied automotive companies at the 
New York and San Francisco expo- 
sitions, are said to have cost firms 
coupla million dollars more per 
building and maintenance than had 
been anticipated. As result, auto 
makers are alibiing around that they 
can’t afford to bankroll ether shows, 
at least for present. 


Previously, fear of a falling car 
market, European crises, et al, com- 
prised the excuses but those have 
been pretty well shot through with 
holes by now, although flexibility of 
advertising mediums, other than 
radio, still is considered a determin- 
ing factor against radio. Federal 
Trade Commission’s recent ban on 
cooperative dealer-manufacturer ad- 
vertising, unless name of every 
dealer contributing is mentioned, 
likewise remains a deterrent to na- 
tionwide ether shows because of im- 
possibility of mentioning all dealers’ 
names, So far a solution hasn’t been 
found, as far as radio is concerned. 


However, prospects for resumption 
of major auto programs of past, 
General Motors, Chevrolet, Pontiac, 
Packard, Studebaker, Nash and Hud- 
son, are brightest since last biz reces- 
sion set it. Radio figures to garner 
plenty of spot biz on new models 
this fall, and may even wiggle into a 
few live shows, especially if suitable 
time brackets can be found. 








Leland Childs Joins WDSU 


New Orleans, June 27. 
Leland Childs, with WBRC, Birm- 
ingham, for past six years, joined 
WDSU staff Thursday (22) to spe- 
cialize in sports. 
Jack Halliday stays for play-by- 
play baseball games. 


affairs the insurance companies | 


‘ad- 


LOU WINSTON SUING 
RADIO ATTRACTIONS 


Application today (Wednesday) in 
N. Y. supreme court for a temporary 
injunction against Radio Attractions, 
Inc., ahd Herbert R. Ebenstein, re. 
vealed the action of Lou R. Winsion 
against them. 


Winston claims that in March, 1938, 
he agreed with Atlas Radio Corp., 
of California, of which Ebenstein was 
a director, to exploit some 29 mas- 
ters and stampers for use in making 
radio transcriptions, together with 
literary, dramatic and musical rights 
to these transcriptions. The agree. 
ment was subject to cancellation on 
60 days’ notice, and the plaintiff as. 
| serts he gave that notice on Aug. 10, 
| 1938, which made the transcriptions 
revert to him. However, Ebenstein 
formed a new company, Radio At- 
| tractions, Inc., which.is presently en- 
gaged in selling these transcriptions. 
An jiajunction, accounting of profits 
and damages are sought. 


Ben Gimbel Signs Pact 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Termer with the American Com- 
munications Association, CIO, cov- 
ering all the employes of WIP from 














janitor to chief announcer, was 
signed by Ben Gimbel, prez, last 
week. Contract has been in the 


making and on the verge of inking 
for four months, but every time it 
was set for the pen some minor point 
would hold it up. 

It’s retroactive to April 1. 


(CE 


MONTREAL 











CANADAS 
RICHEST 
MARKET 


SOV VV 


Put your sales message over quickly, 
economically and successfully by using 
CFCF, the Voice of Canada’s Metropoll- 
tan market. Over ONE MILLION peo- 
ple im Greater Montreal are either 
English or Bilingual and regularly tune 
to CFCF for the best in radio entertgin- 
ment and the latest news. 


CFCF Will Build Sales for You 
CFCF and Short Wave CFCX 
owned and operated by 


Canadian Marconi Company 


NBC Affiliate 
Representatives: 
CANADA U.S.A. 
All Canada Radio Facilities Weed & Company 


SNS SS 


CECE 


domunuales a 


BI-LINGUAL 
AUDIENCE 
of over 


1,000,000 
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Farle Anthony Gives Back 1430 
To FCC as Latter Grants Him KEHE 








vr 


Los Angeles, June 27. 


Sale of KEHE by Hearst radio in- 
terests to Earle C. Anthony, owner 
of KFI-KECA, was approved yester- 
day in Washington by Federal Com- 
munications Commission. Transac- 
tion involved a reported price of 
$400.000. Takeover will be completed 
in 35 days, according to Harrison 
Holliway, manager of the two NBC 
affiliates, unless protests against the 
sale are filed with FCC within 20 
days. Under terms of the purchase, 
Anthony returns KECA’s frequency 
(1430. kilocycles) to the comish, 
which, in turn, is expected to scrap 
it, as that body had consistently held 
that the local area is over-serviced. 


Official sanction of the deal, which 
has been hanging fire since applica- 
tion for transfer of ownership was 
filed April 7, 1938, marks the passing 
of two radio landmarks—the Hearst 
station which has passed through 
many call letters since it was estab- 
lished in 1925 by Clarence Juneau, 
and the KFI-KECA studio at Tenth 
and Hope streets, scene of many 
firsts in Coast radio. | 

Transaction involves complete 
takeover by Anthony of all KEHE | 
properties, both real and intangible, | 
which includes wave length, good 
will, offices, studios and all broad- | 
ing equipment. Hearst-Evening Her- | 
ald-Express expended around $150,- | 
000 on the new studio on Vermont | 
ave. near First, which was unveiled | 
in May, 1937, and the transmitter in 
Culver City. 

Anthony will supplant KEHE’s call 
letters with his own KECA (Earle | 
C. Anthony) on the 780 kilocycle | 
band. Station, to function as NBC | 
blue outlet, operates on 5,000 watts | 
daytime and 1,000 watts at night. | 
KECA’s wave length far down the} 
dial has been a source of consider- | 
able worry to Anthony and NBC and! 
resulted in the loss of much local | 
and national business. 


Deal was temporarily stymied 
months ago when a San Diego trans- 
fer of KECA’s frequency was tied up 
in the negotiations. Columbia at that 
time was interested in an outlet at 
the border as the chain's old trans- | 
mitter at Sherman Oaks failed to get | 
a strong signal to the town. 

KEHE is presently managed by | 
Jack Gross, who came here from| 
Shreveport, La., one year and eight 
months ago to succeed Clarence Ju- 
neau. Staff of around 40 workers is 
employed. Holliway will move the 
entire KFI-KECA personnel into the 
KEHE quarters as soon as legal re- 
quirements are discharged. Gross 
will go East after he turns over the 
keys and take a brief vacation before 
making another affiliation. 


First signal sent out on 789 kilo- 
cycles was in 1925 when Juneau 
opened KFVF and later changed the 
call letters to KNRC. Four years 
later he sold the transmitter to Pick- 
wick Stages, who changed the ini- 
tials to KTM. In 1935 Evening Her- 
ald-Express bought the station and 
combined it with another acquisition, 
KELW, out of which was born 
KEHE. 


From the downtown studios of 
KFI-KECA many radio premieres. 
were broadcast. The first complete | 
Opera was aired. from the site: first 
symphony concert on the Coast;} 
origination of the first coast-to-coast | 
program, and the first football game | 
to be broadcast across the nation. 




















COCA-COLA’S FOOTBALL 
| 


Louisiana Series On State Network | 


Of Seven Stations This Fall 





New Orleans, June 27. 

All Louisiana State 
football games are set for a state- 
wide network of seven stations this 
fall under sponsorship of Coca-Cola. 
Programs last year carried direct 
from field of play to KALB, Alex- 
andria; WJBO, Baton Rouge, (orig- 
inating station for home games); 

, Lake Charles; KVOL, Lafay- 
ette; KMLB, Monroe, and KRMB, 
Shreveport, and WDSU, New 
Orleans. 

Edley Rodgers, of KALB, 
Alexandria, did play-by-play de- 
Scriptive past season with Zetz-Up 
Bottling Co. sponsoring. Same set- 
up will be followed in fall with 
Coca-Cola taking over. 


Coca-Cola also has booked for all 


Tulane games through WSMB, New 


Orleans (Vakirry, May 31). 


University | 


KSFO’S INVITATION 


Us, As Your Office’ Bid To 
Visiting Business Men 





‘Use 








San Francisco, June 27. | 

‘Make KSFO your headquarters | 
when you visit San Francisco’ is the | 
invitation being extended to busi- | 
ness men by the local Columbia out- | 
let in a recently mailed brochure. 
The station offers to provide the| 
visitors with teletype service, special 
office facilities and a secretary, and | 
also to make arrangements for thea- | 
tre tickets and hotel accomodations. 
The copy, which was written by 


sales promotion manager Robert W. | 


Dumm, also promises, 
try to sell you anything.’ 


| Adams 


Less Wilting This Summer, 
Reports WIP, Philadelphia 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

WIP claims business whopping 
this summer, with the smallest num- 
ber of hot weather cancellations in 
the station’s history. It is reported 
to be 75% sold, in contrast to 60% 
last year, despite the fact that it 
has been on the air 24 hours a day 
since Dec. 12. 

Hot wave stickers who are prin- 
cipally responsible for the upped 
take are clothing accounts. Regu- 








Noe, Candidate for Office, Has His _ 





Full Name in Station Call Letters 





od 


Renominate Paul Walker 


Washington, June 27. 
Commissioner Paul A. Walker, of 
Oklahoma, renominated Monday (26) 





lar duckers who are sticking this| by President Roosevelt for a seven- 


season include Herman’s 
Clothes, Fox-Weis 
Crawford Clothes and P. B. White 


Clothes. 





JAX BEER’S ADDED SPORTS 


New Orleans, June 27. 

Jackson Brewing Co. (Jax Beer) 
has concentrated its underwriting of 
sports broadcasts on WBNO. In ad- 
dition to the play-by-play account of 
a soft-ball series, the brewer is obli- 
gating itself for two quarter-hour 
sports reviews a day. 

Ken Elliott and Roger Phillips 


‘Nobody will | with share the spieling assignments 
'for Jax Beer. 


Clothes, | 
Furs, | 


} 
| 





year term on the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, was okayed by 
the Senate today (27). 


Walker, a former member of the | 


Oklahoma Utilities Commission, best 
known in Washington as the director 


of the $1,500,000 investigation into | 
of the telephone | 


the machinations 
trust. First nominated in 1934 for a 


five-year term under the commish’s | 


‘stagger system’ of one to seven-year 
raps on the Federal body. 





John Peel, former newspaperman 
with the Scripps-Howard and Hearst 
chains and the Philly Inquirer, now 
doing a daily comment spiel on 
WIBG, Philly. 


New Orleans, June 27. 

WNOE put into effect use of its 
new call letters at 6 a.m. Monday 
(26) after permission granted by 
FCC last Thursday (22). Station 
owned by James A. Noe is only sta- 
tion in U. S. A. which has full name 
of owner in call letters. Was WBNO 
before switch. Noe is a candidate 
| for lieutenant-governor. 

Thursday was second time in as 
many weeks station representative 
called before FCC. Station granted 
transfer of license from Coliseum 
Place Baptist Church to James A. 
Noe, previous week. Expect attor- 
ney to appear before commission 
; again shortly regarding application 
| for boost of power from 100-day-250- 
| night to 5,000 watts. 
| 
| WFAA, Dallas, has Bunny Biggs 
land Harry LeVan, known as ‘Slo 'n’ 
Ezy.’ They do 16 voices. 
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Since January Ist, operating through WLW Artists’ 
Bureau, WLW entertainers have played before 


more than 174,281 people in listeners’ home towns. 


Between July 4 and September 15 these “Ambas- 
sadors of Good Will" are scheduled to appear in 
‘command performances" at 36 State and County 


Fairs in 7 states; striking evidence of the loyalty of 


WLW listeners throughout the Middle West. 


These personal appearance tours are creating 4 
true bond of friendship between the Nation's Sta- 
tion and its listeners . . . a bond of which we are 
tremendously proud, because this direct contact 


with listeners means much to every present and 


WLW VISITS OLD FRIENDS 


—at 36 fairs—in 7 states 


future user of WLW. 


“THESE THINGS, TOO, WE THINK ARE PART 


LW 


OF THE STORY OF 


THE NATIONS STATION 


WLW" 
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Writers Looking Ahead 


Radio Writers Guild Wants Jurisdiction in Field of 
Television—Tacit Approval of Authors’ League Seen. 


o 


Hollywood, June 27. | Metropolitan Television 
Special significance was seen in| Files n Albany N Y 


the Radio Writers Guild’s claim of | 

jurisdiction in the field of television, | Albany, 

made at the organization meeting of | Metropolitan Television, Inc., has 

the Coast branch June 20. Present heen chartered to conduct a general 
radio business in New York. Capi- 











June 27. 


at the meeting were not only several 


TC: “anresent: 2S ‘ J y | . 
RWG he iiaarecinagaa “— a | tal stock is 1,100 shares, 1,000 pre- 
York, but also Mare onne aa | ferred at $100 par, and 100 common 
Authors League president, Posen at no par value. Directors, each 
Charles Brackett, Screen Writers holding one share of common, are: 
Guild prexy, with several members John E. Cosgrove, George V. Reilly, 
of his board. wri 6 a| David H. Jackman. 

With the Screen riters figure § ere 

: . . yhen V. Ryan, Albany repre- 

certain to contest the Radio Writers Ster - 


for United States Corpora- 
filed the papers. 


sentative 


claim of the visio jurisdiction, the | °. 2 
tion Co., 


| 
presence of Brackett at the session | 
is believed likely to prove embar- 
rassing to his organization, since it | 
would seem to lend approval to the | 





Harvard’s Radio Course 





RWG bid. Also, tacit approval by | 
the parent organization, the Authors | pes 
League, was seen in the attendance | Boston, June 27. 
| Harvard Summer School has an- 
of Connelly m 
a nounced a conference on ‘The Use 
: of Radio for the Public Welfare’ 
KALE’s New Transmitter among its courses for the current 
Portland, Ore., June 27. season. Radio course starts July 24 


Increase in power for KALE has | 
been granted by the FCC from 1,000 | 
to 5,000 watts daytime only. This | 
Mutual station will continue on 1,000 | 
watts at night. 

Cc. W. Myers 


and carries through to Aug. 4 
Included in the roster of lecturers 


of FCC; Sterling Fisher 
Walter 
| Broadcasting Foundation; Allen Mil- 


of CBS; 


of KOIN-KALE 
promptly announced construction 
plans for a new KALE transmitter | 


: il, Chicago; George H. Chase of 
with a vertical antenna to be erected | Sh ~ os : ; 
on the 22 acres of hilltop property | Harvard; Helen Benson, director of 


; : school broadcasting in Scotland for 
arene oF er BBC: David C. Adkins, executive di- 
rector, New England Town Hall. 


Franklin Dunham, educational di- 
rector of NBC, will play the most 
|prominent part in the summer 
course, leading off each day's session 
with a forum-lecture on a subject 
related to radio, and another lecture- 
forum each afternoon. 





Bill Schudt Goes East 
Cincinnati, June 27. 
Bill Schudt, WKRC general n.an- 
ager, leaves Friday (30) for NYC, 
where he will confab with CBS execs | 
until attending the NAB owwow. 
He will vacash in the east before 
returning here Aug. 1. 








Kentucky’s Lectures 


Seattle, June 27. Louisville, June 27. 
Loren Stone of KIRO and Hugh WHAS staff men assume profes- 
Feltis of KOMO-KJR left last week | sorial roles for University of Ken- | 
for PACA convention. 
continue on east. 
Stone due back here in ten days. 


HILDEGARDE 


RADIO 


First Lady of Television 
Recording for DECCA 


Per. Mgr. ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 


Stone, Feltis Travel 


Robert Kennett, 
Credo Harris, 


Musson, 
Sullivan, 


udley 


Paul Joe | 








Eaton, Orrin owner, 
| and John H. B. Hoagland, WHAS, to 
follow. : 

Course will continue through Sat- 
urday, July 15. 








ARTHUR SHOWS KIDS HOW 
Philadelphia, June 27. 

Doug Arthur, spieler on WIBG and 
WIP here, last week was showing 
the kids in his neighborhood how 
big league players steal bases. 

He’s able to get around on crutches 
now. The sprained ankle is almost 
better. 


| whe resigned June 15. 


| the 


; to become associated 
vertising firm of Bermingham, 


and speakers are: Frank R. McNinch | 
S. Lemmon of World Wide | 


| ler of University Broadcasting Coun- | 


Feltis will | | tucky, W. Lee Coulson leads off. | 
D 


Eaton, Orrin Towner, Edward Barrett | 
Edward Barrett | 


=- 


Thompson Back to NBC If 


And Assigned to Phila. '{ 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Griffith B. Thompson, salesman- 
ager of the Associated Recorded | 


| fs 


| Program Service of New York, has | 


been named salesmanager of KYW 
| to succeed John S. K. Hammann, 


takes over on Saturday (1). 
Once before ‘the salesmanager of 
an NBC-operated outlet, WBZ, Bos- 
ton, Thompson was 
network division of 
pany in 1937. 


the com- 
He resigned last year 
with the ad- 
Cas- 
tleman & Pierce, Inc., N. Y., leav- 
ing there to join Associated 


| Kid Show Board 


(Continued from page 25) 
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| with special clarity on the matter of 
| financing, 


from whence 
and on what basis, is 


proceeding 
deemed a 


| necessity to avoid dubious reactions. 


The rank and filers must be ‘sold’ 


| that this is a practical, honest setup 
j}and free of personal careerism or 


other angles, the leaders recognize. 
Exact nature of the proposed 
board or council is not fully de- 
termined but the authority will 
largely be vested in the leadership 
of various women’s club groups who 
have already played prominent role 
in bringing the issue to a head. At 
this date it is pure guesswork to 


such a board of review. Names have, 
however, already been mentioned. 
Probable members wil! be Mesdames 
Saidie Orr Dunbar, Mrs. Jacob Sing- 
er, Dorothy M. Lewis, Harold V. 
| Milligan, Dorothy Gordon, Mary 
Gould Davis and others. 

| Recognition by the broadcasting 
| indusiry of the growing volume of 
| criticism against the kid programs 
is reflected in the about-to-be-con- 
sumated system for mollifying the 
| social viewpoint coterie. 
cidentally VaRIETy’s own survey of 
parental opinion concludes in 
issue (see adjoining columns). 
survey is probably typical 

widespread if partly 
ditioned comment. 
ship of the women’s groups 
largely been spokesmen for, 
| disseminators of, the disquiet 


The 


and 
the 


transferred to, 
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Indianapolis.—A squirt by squirt broadcast of the milking contest be. 
tween Gov. M. Clifford Townsend, Lt. Gov. Henry F. Schricker and Dr, 
Herman G. Morgan, executive secretary of Indianapolis Board of Health 


en which marked opening of National Dairy Week, was carried by WIRE, 





Macon, Ga.—Officials at WMAZ had to plead inability to fill the follow. 
ing request in a letter from a listener in a nearby town: 


‘I beg to say that I’m imbarass with a financial complication. 
ing a private conversation with some gifted physiognomist. 


tell both past, present and future. 


events by a mere look in the face. 
‘If you know 


of any such individual please inform me by 


I'm desir. 
One who can 


One who needs not ask any question. 
One who can give the names of individuals and the dates 


and places of 


return mail 


and I will amply reward you for your trouble.’ 





San Francisco—Fan dance performed by a trained flea named Sally, 
tumed and with a microscopic fan attached to her 


COS- 
back, was aired recently 


| by KSFO during a broadcast by Roving Reporter Bill Baldwin from the 


Golden Gate International Exposition. 


that listeners could hear the flea as 


of her music box, with Baldwin providing a hop-by-hop description 


program was one of a series from 
Stores Company, shoe distributors. 


A special pick-up was devised so 
she polka’d and three-stepped on top 


The 
the expo bankrolled by Gallenkamp 





Indianapolis—Ned LeFevre, conductor of the Early 


Bird program on 


| radio station WFBM, missed the alarm clock the other morning and made 
the grade to the mike an hour late. 


this | 


indicate the possible membership of | 


| of before he spread his wings, 


Coin- | 


of a 
reflex-con- | 
Since the leader- | 
have | 


| radio industry turns to them for the | 


|cue to a better system. 
and in practice, is said to be a basic 
tenet of the clubwomen. They say 
it’s as bad for the sponsor as for 


miss it. 

Practically all of the kid programs 
of the past season are set to continue 
next year, Their usefulness in mer- 
chandising is fully recognized by 
advertisers. Presumably they are 
prepared to accept supervisors and 
control as the advertising agencies 
handling such programs have been 
in the vanguard of the Board of Re- 
view movement. 





Opposition to boxtops, in principle | 


children, and if all drop it none will! 


The next morning he started his program with, 


with a bounce?’ ‘Do you arise at the 
upper?’ 


‘Do you get out of bed 
first ring?’ ‘Are you a prompt getter- 


‘If you are, please tell me, for I can’t make the grade.’ 





Ft. Worth—The introduction for the broadcast by Gov. 
every Sunday a.m. over WBAP has read in the past: 


the beautiful Governor’s Mansion in 
Critical Texans began writing in. 
be ‘beautiful.’ 


W. Lee O’Daniel 
‘We take you now to 
Austin.’ 


Couldn’t see how the governor could 





New York.—_WNEW, N.Y., 


was last week approached by a young aviator 


who offered the station an exclusive on a contemplated non-stop flight to 


Paris. 


Bait was the indie and he would be in constant communication 


during his trip and would have a clear field on the description of his take- 


off, etc. 


Explained that there was just a small matter that had to be taken care 


hock. 


A $350 repair bill to get his plane out of 





Knoxville . . 


Wilson, 
mike. 


m.c., 
Same station is responsible 


« WNOX uses a papier mache cow for an audience quizz. 
Questions emanate from loudspeaker 


in bovine’s tummy, while Read 


roaming around the studio, picks up the answers with his 


for a combination man-in-the-street 


and spelling bee, wherein passers-by giving right answers are rewarded 
with nickles, dimes and quarters from ‘Doc Dizz’s’ moneychanger. 


> 





WHB Hires a Reporter 


Kansas City, June 27. 
Wally Gladish, reporter for the 
Daily Drovers Telegram, has been 
added to WHB’s staff as head of the 
station’s livestock and farm pro- 
gram. Move is part of a tieup with 





| the trade daily, with Gladish hold- 





ing the two jobs. 

Station is installing a remote 
booth in the Telegram’s office 
whence Gladish will handle four 
market broadcasts daily. WHB’s for- 
mer alliance was with the K, C. 
Livestock Exchange, which banned 
sponsorship of its reports, The new 
arrangement allows for such spon- 
sorship. 




















JOSEPH RINES 


And His 


ORCHESTRA 
Hotel St. Regis 


Viennese Roof 
2nd Consecutive Year 
NBC—THRICE WEEKLY 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 





San Antonio, June 27. 

| Texas will see a battle of regional 
networks this coming season. For- 
' mation of another, the third, regional 
| for Texas coverage, and also a pos- 
| sible fourth regional web being con- 
' sidered. 

| Latest and third regional is to be 
|known as the Lone Star network 
_and is scheduled to start operations 
i with the change of time back to 

















DON’T MISS 
PALMOLIVE’S 


STARRING 


BESS JOHNSON 
By Adelaide Marston 


Dedicated to the women of America. 
The story of a woman who must 
choose between love and the career 
of raising other women’s children. 





WABC-CBS—10:30-10:45 A.M. E.D.S.T. 
78 Stations Coast-to-Coast 
WOR—4:30-4:45 P.M. E.D.S.T. 
Monday Through Friday 


Direction BENTON & BOWLES, Inc. 
Management ED WOLF, RKO BUILDING, New York - 











which own other stations in Amaril- 
lo, Lubbock and Weslaco, has 
aligned itself with this new neiwork, 
which also includes KGKO, Ft. 
Worth; the Tilford Jones - Frank 
Smith outlets in Houston and Corpus 
Christi, KXYZ and KRIS, and the 
Weslaco station, KRGV. 

Last three mentioned stations are 
also tied in with the Elliott Roose- 
velt Texas State web, and also have 
even a third network alignment with 
NBC on that web’s supplementary 
| roster. KTSA here is a Columbia 
| affiliate while the others are tied 

in with NBC and Texas 

| Mutual. 
| Other Columbia station operators 
| in Texas, KRLD in Dallas, which 
will soon go to 50,000 watts with 
| directional antenna, both day and 
| night, and KTRH, Houston, are re- 
ported to have conducted a personal 
campaign on their own to get Ted 
Taylor, prexy of the San Antonio 
outlet, to line up with the other 
CBS ouilets for a network of their 
own, and its considered likely that 
KRLD and KTRH will continue to 
plug for a set-up of their own re- 
gional, 





CBS Reaction 
New station in Wichita Falls, 
| KWFT, which has signatured with 
| Columbia and the Texas Siate web, 
| is reported to have run into a flood 
of objections from CBS headquar- 











Third, Perhaps a Fourth, Regional 
Web Looms In Texas Coverage Battle 


standard on Sept. 24. KTSA here, re-| ters on the TSN tie-up because of 
cently taken over by the interests | 


overlapping optional hours and like- 
ly mix-up on clear time. 

Also, it remains questionable what 
the Columbia reaction will be to the 
new tie-up of the local San Antonio 
outlet with the other stations on the 
regional, which are NBC affiliates. 

Meanwhile the Texas Quality Net- 
work, comprising WFAA-WBAP, 
WOAI and KPRC, continues along 
the same path that it has been 
pounding since its formation five 
years ago. This mutual set-up using 
Class A lines is now figured to be 
running 65 quarter-hour periods 


| weekly and is rated as the most suc- 
State- 


cessful regional network in America. 


TQN has been highly cooperative, | 


with the stations being noted for 
their ready assistance to each other 
and their constant exchanging of 
programs towards the general build- 
up of the Quality web. 





RUTLAND JOINS YANKEE 


Boston, June 27. 

Effective July 2, WSYB, Rutland, 
Vt., joins the Yankee and’ Colonial 
Networks. Operating unlimited time 
on 1500 kilocycles, WSYB makes a 
total of 18 outlets for the two nets, 
headed by John Shepard, 3d. 

Philip Weiss Music Co. of Rutland 
operates WSYB, and station person- 
nel includes: Philip Weiss, president; 
J. H. Weiss, station manager; an 
M. R. Francis, chief engineer. 
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BROADCASTING 
COMPANY, LTO 


3% PORTLAND PLACE, 
LONDON, Wi 


eed 














NAN WYNN 


“TIME TO SHINE” 


Tuesdays 10 P.M., EDST 
CBS Network 


Mgt.: Columbia Artists, Inc. 

















Allen Prescott’s “DON’T 
FORGET” is attracting de- 
served attention. He is a 
deft Master of Ceremonies. 

DINTY DOYLE, 


“DON'T FORGET” 
ALLEN PRESCOTT 


Fridays, 8:30-9 P.M., WJZ 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMISH 
STARTS FAN PAPER 





Two southern stations which share the same wavelength and trans- 
mitter and are affiliated with the same network have become such 
pitter local rivals that they would rather sacrifice thousands of dollars’ 
worth of national spot business than make any move to co-operate 
when a query for time comes through. The time is split equally be- 
tween them but the schedule alternates from day to day. 

The two stations have the best coverage in the area but what makes 
it discouraging to an agency time buyer is the rigamarole he has to go 
through if he wants to contract for more than three spots a week across 
jhe board. The station that doesn’t get the inquiry declines to go out 
of its way to see what can be done about clearing the required time. 
If there’s a local show in the way it stays there regardless of the pleas. 
Efforts to induce the two outlets to engage the same station rep have 


always proved fruitless. 





Canberra, June 9. 

Australian Broadcasting Commis- 
sion is to publish a weekly fan radio 
paper. Will be opposition to two 
local fan papers put out by commer- 
cial interests. Syd Deamer, tormerly 
editor Daily Telegraph, will be in 
charge. 

Publishers are bitterly opposing 
project. Say A.B.C. should reduce 
license fee of $5 yearly before figur- 
ing on becoming publishers. Point 
out that A.B.C. is making too high 
a profit nowadays and that portion | 








| should be returned to the public in | 





WINNIPEG DAILY IN 
UNUSUAL AIR LIAISON 


Winnipeg, June 27. 


Radio men in town were aston- 
ished when the Manitoba Free Press 
burst forth with best part of a page 
on radio publicity Friday (23). 
pers in this town have in the past 
been plenty tough toward radio. 





acquiring Edgar Bergen’s strip of 
‘Charlie and Mortimer.’ Artist for 
strip is former Press staff cartoonist. 

Deal is now being workec with 
local stations, CKY and CJRC, to 
plug comic strip by putting on a 
series of concerts in the various city 


parks, with stations supplying the | 


talent, gratis and getting plugs on 
reader pages. 
before, but only at Christmas when 
two mediums co-operated for annual 
benefit shows. 

While CJRC carries the McCarthy 
show the majority of talent in this 
tie-up is booked from CKY whose 
program director, Herb Roberts, is in 
charge. Newspaper ballyhoo shows 


_ will not be broadcast. 





Dailies’ Peeve Aids 
Canadian Fan Sheet 


Montreal, June 27. 

Believed here in authoritative 
circles that the unusual] (for Canada) 
circulation climb of ‘Radiomonde,’ 
French-language radio fan mag, is 
due mostly to shortsightedness of 
local newspaper publishers in play- 
ing down radio copy. 
published fortnightly by Jack Teitel- 
man, goes weekly in September. 
Circulation and_reader interest lost 


by dailies through inattentiveness to | 


local radio matters in which both 
French and English have displayed 
avid interest, has been grabbed off 
by the new fan mag. 

‘Radiomonde’ has bought first 
newspaper serial rights to ‘Rue 
Principale,’ authored by Ed Baudry, 
long-distance radio dramatic show 
sponsored by Oxydol. Other radio 
serials to follow, it is understood. 

Tom Archer, radio and music edi- 
tor of the Gazette, carries only com- 
prehensive local coverage in English- 
language daily here. Gazette came 
through with radio space only after 
@ stiff battle lasting over a year. 





Georg Szell, Arthur Schnabel and 
Edmund Kurtz have arrived to pre- 
sent a series of concerts under direc- 
tion Australian Broadcasting Com- 
mission in Melbourne. 


} 
| 


Pa- | 


age Tiaging P | the West Coast 
Splash was partly due to Free reSS | System, which wants to put up a 


| 
} 


| vision 


fee reduction. 

Some time ago the dailies dropped | 
all radio program listings with hint | 
that programs could be printed at} 
advertising rates. This drop saw an | 
increase in sales of Wireless Weekly, | 
| published by the Denison Group, and 
transmitters was | brought about the introduction of | 
proposed to the FCC last week, Per- | another fan paper carrying programs 
mit also sought for a visual plant | for one week from commercial and 

national stations. 


Ask Television Okays 





‘Nashington, June 27. 
Construction of three new Cali- 
fornia television 





in Wisconsin. | 


Spurt in picture broadcasting on | 


involves Don Lee | RCA’s Chicago Ballyhooer | 





Chicago, June 27. | 
plant at San Francisco, and the May| RCA running a special demonstra- 
Co., big department store, and Tele- | tion of television in Marshall Field’s 
Productions which contem-| with show continuous from 10 a.m. | 
plate operations at Los Angeles, | to 4 p.m. in the radio department 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


WFBR, Baltimore, was ear-deep in politicians and society folks last 
Saturday (24) night when the station officially baptized its new plant 
where, however, it has been installed for some weeks. From Monday on- 
ward the station began a week of special broadcasts and salutes coming 
in from NBC and other stations. 

Not the least unique part of the Baltimore ballyhoo was a paid con- 
gratulation ad in a local] sheet from rival station WBAL. 








Pickets who for the past six months have been parading in front of 
WDAS, Philly, because of the station’s refusal to carry the Coughlin 
broadcasts, are old stuff to all the Philly dailies except the Record. With 
the picketing in its 26th week and no new angles, all the other papers have 
forgotten about it. Record, however, because of a run-in with the Catholic 


| church two years ago, which badly hurt circulation, is taking no chances 


on injuring anyone’s feelings. So the WDAS picketing is a must story in 


| every edition of each Monday’s paper. 


Identical story is run each time with only the number of weeks that the 
picketing has been going on changed. 

Booksellers Guild of America, represented by a delegation of 100 mem- 
bers and its executive board, foregathered last evening (Tuesday) at the 
Federal Theatre Project, New York. 

Purpose was to preview four recorded half-hour programs of the ‘Epic 
of America’ and ‘Men Against Death,’ series which were submitted as 
samples of the type of radio broadcast that could be made available to be 
sold in albums through bookstores. Evan Roberts and Ivan Black will 


| be hosts to the booksellers, whose spokesman is Terence Holliday. 


This matter of book stores selling radio discs was ballyhooed at the 
recent American Writers Congress in New York. 

Radio work offers best opportunities for women over 40 trained in 
journalism, Mrs. Joseph E. Goodbar, national prez of the National Federa- 
tion of Press Women, reported at annual convention of the organization 
at the Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y., on Saturday (24). Report was the result 
of a survey conducted by the group during the past year. 


Publication, | 


All would be 1 kw stations. 

The Milwaukee Journal asked for 
papers covering a 1 kw visual trans- 
mitter at Milwaukee. 


FIRST TELEVISION HILLBILLY 
New York. 


This has happened | 


| Editor, VARIETY: 
I have a correction for your list- 


in VARIETY: 

You listed as the first television 
hillbilly, Judy Canova. You can 
check with Mr. Hutchins at NBC 
and you will discover that I am the 
first hillbilly to do a_ television 
| broadcast. 

I was on Tuesday night, May 3, 
1938, which is over a year ago. 

Zeb Carver. 


ing of ‘Television Firsts’ which I saw | 


| of the store. 
Pictures and sound flowing direct 


| from the temporary studios in MF | 


to the television receivers spotted 
just adjacent. Coaxial cables are 
run between direct from scanner to 





ing through a transmitter or tower. 
| Effect is exactly the same. 

While Chicago is still far off from 
getting regular television, set-up is 
|merely being used as _ institutional 
| build-up for RCA and NBC, 


its local roster. 





Olympic Knitwear, Inc. (Tish-U- 
campaigns for fall 
Through Hicks Advertising Agency, 
New York. 











Music Audit Is Debated | 





(Continued from Page 23) 





calculations of future income on 
such usage. If the rate is made 
714%, it will be predicated on the 
expectation that the Society will net 
as much for the use of 55% of its 
|catalogs as it did from unlimited 
; use, 


Skeptical Element 


If broadcasting, say the skeptical 
element, accepts a contract on these 
two bases, it stands to pay more 
than it did before if during the suc- 
ceeding years a reaction set in 
against dramatic types of program 
and broadcasters had to increase 
substantially their output of music. 
Such increase would naturally favor 
ASCAP both in usage and income. 
Instead of paying on the basis of 
55% the broadcasters might under 
such conditions be cutting in ASCAP 
on a basis of 75%. 

Another angle that has given this 
| element cause for thought is the in- 
‘ereased accounting and checking 





costs that might stem from _ the 
change of formula in the ASCAP 
contract. The broadcaster now 
knows that he must now pay 5% to 
ASCAP on all commercial programs, 
but a change to the proposed form- 
ula would necessitate maintaining a 
more expansive checking service so 
that ASCAP would have no cause 
for complaints about not being cred- 
ited with certain numbers and fees. 
With this shift in formula account- 
ing might also become more com- 
plicated and require added clerical 
help. 

Advocates of the pay-for-what- 
you-use plan say that they have 
anticipated all these angles and con- 
tend that even if the broadcaster has 
to pay a little more he will feel that 
he has freed himself from an op- 
pressive practice, namely, that of 
having to pay for something that he 
didn’t use. The proponents also feel 
confident that once this gadfly has 
been removed the coin problem will 
be solved to the broadcasters’ satis- 





faction. 
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—DURING ONE-HALF OF EACH YEAR NO 
OTHER LOCAL STATION EVER DARES— 


Baseball is Cincinnati's biggest interest. 
the nation’s 


the population established 


attendance. 


After almost 20 years of starvation baseball diet, our team is on 
top—with the year’s most colorful outfit. 


“baseball wild.” Attendance records 
Usually, however, most of the trading 
the time to go. 
work station broadcasting the games. 
5:45-7:00-9:00 p.m. baseball features. 


All year ’round WSAT is in the thick 


during the entire baseball season, even other local stations recog- 
nize WSAI’s domination of the audience. Not one of them has 
to make a coincidental survey during one-half of 


ever dared 
each year! 


They and we know that WSAI has the. audience! 
summertime 


enough to give product a 


right now! 


your 


So daily they tune in WSAI, the only local net- 


In the “Reds” lean years, 
highest per capita 


television screens, without first go- | 


with | 
the latter supplying the talent from | 


Knit Sweaters) will include radio in | 
and winter, | 


Thirty-five delegates from 12 states at the conclave, at which femme 
press work was discussed generally. Following business meeting, delegates 
were feted by the Woman’s Press Club of N. Y. 

Slated switch of the Kate Smith show from Thursday, 8-9 p.m. to Friday, 
9-10 p.m., will affect booking of guest artists from the ranks of legit players 
appearing concurrently in Broadway shows. The current schedule of the 
Smith show makes it convenient for such guestees to do a broadcast and 
| get to the theatre in time for the curtain rising, which comes as a rule at 
| 8:40 p.m. 


Five new directors were added last week to the board of N. W. Ayer & 
Son. They are Frank L. Scott, Jr., and Thurman L. Barnard, chief and 
assistant chief, respectively, of the firm’s Detroit office; George Cecil, 
head of the copy production department in Philly headquarters, and John 
Hansel and Paul] L. Lewis, account execs in the Philly office. 

Universal Pictures and NBC are collaborating tomorrow (Thursday) in 
a dual celebration at the Rainbow Room cocktailery with a shindig in 
behalf of Graham McNamee. It’s his 10th anniversary with U newsreel 
and 16th as NBC announcer. Strictly invite. 








Col. Arthur O’Brien, attorney for KIRO, Seattle, is directing Seattle Bar 
| Association’s Legal Air Bureau, giving free advice to those unable to pay. 
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|... Pay less to get Top \YARNT. 
Per Family Income? How? § \ of curse! 
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Latest figures (1938) give Des Moines 
— the city — highest rating in the 
100,000 group in Effective Buying 
Income—$3,778 per family. You 
already know that stery—know what 
it means in retail sales. 


KRNT gives effective coverage in this, 
the nation’s most prosperous city — 
plus the entire Des Moines market— 
with a population of more than 
1,000,000. It is Iowa’s largest single 
marketing area — 267,861 families, 
who in 1938 bought better than 






































And Cincinnatians are 
have been smashed. 


area’s million people haven't 


They keep tuned in for the it 


of the leadership fight. But 


| 


More than 
boost - 











sales 


Cincinnati’s Own Station 





—-—— 























| * And, of course, you 


can buy KRNT in 


$280.000,000 worth of goods at 
retail. 


The effective buying income of the 
Des Moines marketing area last year 
was $500,771,000. KRNT, Iowa’s 
only Basic Columbia Station, gives 
you ready-made access to this profit- 
able market. Rates? Check them. 
You'll find them surprisingly low. 


In Iowa, it's KRNT, of course. 


the WNAX-lowa 
Network combina- 
tion at an excep- 
tionally low rate. 


DES MOINES © basic CBS + 1326 LC 
5006 WATTS L.$. © (000 WATTS HiGET 
Represented by THE KATZ AGENCY 


THE OELY BASIC COLUMBIA NETWORK OUTLET IN IOWA 
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Follow-Up 


Comment 





Al Mitchell, ex-maestro of Paul | 
Whiteman band units and picture 
house m.c, is a pretty good con-| 
ferencier through the years on WOR) 
as The Answer Man. Provident Loan | 
is the sponsor and the Q. and A., 
routine glibly gets in a plug on how | 
to effect a loan, along with the rou- 
tine quizzes. 

What distinguishes Mitchell’s pro- | 
gram is a good editing job as he, 
mixes up the wide assortment of in- 
quiries. Whether primed or just a| 
judicious culling of queries, it’s good | 
showmanship. There’s always a 
quota of Ripleys — and equally | 
strange are some of the odd things} 
people want to know about. 





Sir Percy Bates, chairman of the} 
Cunard Line, and Mayor LaGuardia | 
were plenty Rotarian on the WOR-| 
Mutual coast-to-coast hookup as part | 
ot ‘Our Neighbors.’ Mayor spoke to| 
the incoming new Cunarder, the| 
Mauretania, at that time 1,400 miles 
out at sea, steaming west on her 
maiden voyage to America. Johnny | 
Johnstone, WOR’s special eventsman, 
first picked it up from Dave Dris- 
coll and Jerry Danzig, and thence} 
Sir Percy on. New York’s| 
ayor spoke from Buffalo whence he} 
had been called on a social confer- | 
ence mission. 

The Little Flower put it on plenty | 
in behalf of the N.Y. World's Fair, | 
ostensibly as host to the new Cun-| 
arder’s captain and crew, but seem- 
ingly with full knowledge of the vast | 
U.S. hinterland that was hooked up| 
for this radio-telephony two-way | 
conversation. The idea itself was| 
showmanly. LaGuardia didn’t im- 
press as a radio voice with his too 
deliberate enunciation, although that 
certainly insured clarity. Sir Percy 
unfalteringly crosstalked with New 
York’s chief magistrate, and both 
made it almost a dual commercial— 





for the Cunard Line and its almost 
100 years of seamanship, 
Grover Whalen’s expo. 

As part of Our Neighbors—all of 
it’s picked up from the N. Y. Fair- 
grounds—one Ted Goldstein, kazoo 
pitchman, was introduced for a spe- 
cialty. Goldstein sells the kazoos as 
part of a regular pitch—professes 
never to have shills—and demon- 
strates unusual skill on the cheap 
musical makeshift. This, coupled 
with a particularly good address, 
suggests him as a novelty bet with 
a band act, or the like. 





George Jessel’s Jamboree is a 
breezy half hour of this ’n’ that on 
WJZ. Wednesday evenings, Reid’s 
Melorol ice cream is the sponsor. 
Anything that’s billed as a Jamboree 
almost bespeaks one of those Barn 
Dance or glorified hillbilly medleys. 
Jessel makes his pseudo-Uncle (Sam 
Colvin) a city-slicker "billy. Ernest 
Chappell is the m.c and commercial 
spouter; Mary Small does pops; 
Stuart Allen ditto and Richard Him- 
ber, essaying for a new band style 
seemingly — more swingo — is the 
musical background besides handling 
some lines in fair fashion. 

Jessel breezes through in nice 
style, always has a skit and finales 
with the Hello Mom phone routine. 
The skits are spotty; this past 
Wednesday’s butler routine was one 
of the lesser efforts. 





Bob Burns assumed the confer- 
encier assignment of the Kraft Mu- 
sic Hall last Thursday (22) with all 
the necessary aplomb and the score 
on humor was pretty high. Jack 
Oakie was equipped with a script 
that was essentially funny and the 
cross-needling smacked of good taste 
and wit. Harry Carey, the other 
ghest from the film colony, packed 
lots of human interest flavor and 
comedy into his recollections of his 
pioneering days before the camera. 

As for the vocal department, the 
pesorns is well set for Bing Cros- 

y’s 13-week absence. The interim 
should do much to build Pat Friday, 
L. A. schoolgirl, into major favor 
with the fans. Her voice is clear, 
lyrical and likeable, while the Music 
Maids, rhythm trio, contribute the 
right amount of salt and pepper to 
the show’s vocal casserole. 





The People’s Platform (CBS) since 
its transfer for a four-week period 
to the Pacific Coast has presented 
several markedly calm discussions 
of stormy capital-labor problems in 
that area. Also a symposium on 
Democracy and Motion Pictures,’ 
in which Walter Wanger, Melvyn 
Douglas, Rodney Pantages and a 
stenographer (latter representing an 
approximation of average film fan) 
took part. Wanger and Douglas ar- 
gued for production of more films 
dealing realistically with national 
and international questions of the 
day. Pantages took the exhibitors’ 
viewpoint that the primary aim of 
pictures should be to entertain 
rather than to ‘propagandize.’ The 
woman, well spoken, supported him 
for most part. 

Usual question as to what is 
‘propaganda’ came up; no agreement 
reached. Near the conclusion, Dr, 
Lyman Bryson interjected the mat- 
ter of censorship. Wanger, who 
slipped in plugs for two of his 
‘theme’ pictures, was blasting at dif- 
ferences in standards of state boards, 
eic.. as table mikes were silenced. | 

Motion pictures also figured in the | 
restrained discussion of the touchy | 


and for} 





(for Californians) migratory work- 
ers’ problem. Steinbeck’s ‘Grapes 
of Wrath,’ its purchase by 20th Cen- | 
tury-Fox, the flood of protest let- 
ters from many parts of the coun- 
try, an inspection trip of camps by 
Herman Joy with Tom Collins (to 
whom book is dedicated, although 
he has not read it), and Joy’s re- 
mark to Collins, a round tabler, that 
Steinbeck could have put it stronger, 








, Started out to be. 





were mentioned. | 


Fred Allen wrung a stream of 


Kizis, cameraman of Movietone 
News. However, he ad libbed to 
the point wnere he made mistakes 


in reading set lines and overplayed 
to the studio audience. Latter habit 
or fault is noticeable on many of 
the Town Hall comedian’s broad- 
casts. His asides to visuals, and 
sometimes to cast members, are 
much funnier to in-persons than to 
mere listeners. 

Allen had Kizis laughing from the 
outset when Fred stumbled on ‘pos- 
terity’ and then cracked ‘I would 
not know how to pronounce that, I 
never met them.’ One nifty, after 
Kizis said Movietone had kept in 
vaults negative of every one of the 
50,000,000 feet it shot, was 
‘Donald Duck’ and a travelog to that 
and you will have enough for a pro- 
gram at a neighborhood movie the- 
atre. Another concerned Allen's 
seeing Tony Galento on the screen, 
followed by a trailer for ‘Dark Vic- 
ory.’ 


o* 





Lillian Gish, introduced as a star 
of silent screen, spun interesting 
yarns on European travels, in a 
guester on ‘Hobby Lobby.’ One con- 
cerned an incident in a tiny Al- 
banian town where a peasant woman 
gave Miss Gish a wide berth, ap- 
parently believing she was a ghost. 
The reason: only film Albanian had 
seen, and that ‘at the monastery,’ 
was ‘White Sister,’ in which Miss 
Gish starred. Another story was 
about detention in Serbia because 
of a misunderstanding as to sig- 
nificance of red, white and blue bow 
around neck of a Scotty dog owned 
by Gish sisters. Closed with a joke 
about herself and nine weeks’ run 
of last play in which she appeared. 





Ezra Stone and two children of 
Elaine Sterne Carrington, radio 
writer, were attention-holding talk- 
ers on ‘We, the People.’ Reason for 
Stone’s appearance was to plug 
spotting of ‘The Aldrich Family’ as 
summer substitutes for Jack Benny 
program (same sponsor). Described 
as Broadway’s youngest manager, 
20-year-old Stone told how he had 
taken over ‘What a Life’ on a co- 
operative basis with fellow actors, 
from George Abbott. Related exploi- 
tation stunts undertaken touched on 
his high school days in Philadel- 
phia, where classmates thought he 
was a bum actor, and yarned about 
casting break given by Abbott. 

Patricia Carrington, 14, and her 
10-year-old brother storied about 
‘The Joliy Roger,’ paper they pub- 
lish with ‘a nation-wide circulation’ 
of 400. This bit was scripted with 
a light, deft touch. Fan letters re- 
ceived from Fanny Brice, Franchot 
Tone and Helen Hayes; one article 
by their mother rejected ‘because it 
was not up to standard’; dad writes 
a question-answer column. Gabriel 
Heatter, program conductor, offered 
to submit a piece. Boy replied that 
if it were okay, Heatter would be 
paid regular rate, ‘five cents a page.’ 
Miss - Carrington’s voice sounded 
very smooth for a girl of her age; 
suggested professional training or 
ne Brother’s that of typical 

oy. 





Alec Templeton, reviving all his 
nitery routines, is as new to the 
radio as was Edgar Bergen and his 
dummy when they first hit the air 
with stuff they’ve been doing for 
years in vaudeville, cafes and WB 
shorts. Templeon’s radio satire Sun- 
day night (25) is a standard with 
the blind piano-comedian when he 
was first at New York’s Rainbow 
Room, 

Utilizing McCarthy as a comedy 
foil, of course, is Chase & Sanborn’s 
own wrinkle, and very good. As was 
Templeton’s musical impression of 
Don Ameche, which was glibly pre- 
explained, so that no interpreter 
was needed for this sort of ‘inter- 
pretative music.’ 





Jack Benny’s finale from Wauke- 
gan, Ill., his home town, was good 
dual showmanship for Paramount's 
‘Man About Town’ film starring 
Benny and for Jello, his sponsor. 
Plus a good stopgap to break the 
jump from L. A. to N. Y. What's 
more, it was a brighter show than 
has been Benny's average in recent 
weeks. 

Getting the town’s mayor to stooge 
that way for the Jello plug was just 
a shade overboard, so far as the dig- 
nity of that office is concerned. But 
considering the general hometown 
spirit it was acceptable, and prob- 
ably won’t get the Mayors Assn. of 
America too peeved. 

Show ran nearly five minutes 
short, and the band interludes had 











to be stretched plenty. 





Gracie Allen, trawling for laughs 
from the deck of ‘Information. 
Please,’ last week landed quite a 


| laughs from his interview with Jess | 


few. These constituted cute seizures 
of several opportunities. They were 
obtained -with vocal inflections and 
stock tricks. 

Quibblers may say—-and are—that 
the quiz has hoked itself into some- 
thing quite different from what it 
It appears to be 
a question of how many listeners the 
conscious playing for hoke pleases 
and attracts, as against how many 
the same technique bores and loses. 

Program must be plenty tough to 
handle. 


‘DEMOCRACY IN ACTION’ 

With Henry M. Neely, Albert Hayes, 
Carol Evans, Reynolds Evans, Don 
Baker, Walter Greaza, Sanford 
Bickart 

30 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 2 p. m. 

WABC-CBS, New York. 

Sunday afternoon sustainer series 
is broadcast in association with the 
Office of Education of the Depart- | 
ment of the Interior and is aimed to | 
supplement the U. S. Government | 
exhibits in the Federal building at| 
the New York World’s Fair. Show 
is produced and directed by Earle 
McGill, scripted by Merrill Denison, 
with incidental music by Rudolph 
Schramm. 

Stanza caught (25) was a sort of 
Cavalcade of American Industry, 
depicting the beginnings of the in- 
dustrial revolution, touching on 
some of the principal inventions that 
changed our mode of living, treat- 
ing on the expanding functions of 
the Government to meet the increas- 
ingly complex setup and concluded 
on a note of uncertainty as to the 
unsolved problems still facing the 
country. Method of presentation 
used a combination of drama-and- 
flashback, March of Time, Living 
Newspaper and several other techni- 
ques. 

Show was surprisingly lifelike 
radio entertainment considering the 
impersonal and intangible nature of 
the material. Had clarity of theme 
and action and maintained pace. 
Was well directed, but none of the 
parts offered opportunities for in- 
dividuality of performance. Hobe. 
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RAY 

With Fifi D’Orsay, Conrado Mas- 
saguer, Martha Graham, Raul and 
Eva Reyes, Rhumba Band 

8:30 P.M. 

Thursday, June 22, 1939 

RCA-NBC, New York 


Revue such as telecast by RCA- 
NBC Thursday (22) needs balancing 
but there is no doubt that the hour 
passes quick as m.c, Ray Perkins 
said it would. There is, of course, 
a distinct difference from radio pro- 
grams, there being no attempt to 
indicate the eavesdropping presence 
of an audience. 

Lighting department will stand 
plenty of improvement. Noticed that 
the dark shades or brunet types are 
much clearer than blondes or inter- 
mediates. That was most apparent 
when Fifi D’Orsay came on, in place 
of Singin’ Sam. It may be that the 
French lingo girl is more photogenic 
or more familiar with the requisite 
make-up, but she registered better 
than another dark-haired girl who 
sang with the rhumba orchestra 
from the Cuban Pavilion, localed at 
the World’s Fair. Miss D’Orsay’s top 
‘number was about a Scotch girl with 
‘If You Want to See Paree’, Okay. 

Ray Perkins introduced the Cu- 
bans, mentioning the musicians as a 
quartette, though it is a quintette, 
not counting the girl, warbler, who 
used a string instrument, She 
amused with a lyric about how the 
rhumba started. It seems that a flea 
hopped onto the shoulder of a girl 
dancer and she couldn’t get it off 
any other way, says this one from 
Havana, (In the interior of Cuba 
they have a different story to tell). 

Raul and Eva Reyes, dance team 
from La Conga, did their stuff, 
while another item from the land 
of manana was the cartoonist Con- 
rado Massaguer, who worked much 
the same as other sketch artists. 
Once the crayon dropped and 
that reproduction was authentic. He 
talked clearly, wiped off the perspi- 
ration indicating he was cooking 
under high-powered lights, and sev- 
eral times the shadow of a hanging 
microphone flashed onto his face. 
Roosevelt, La Guardia and Dewey 
were among the Massaguer draw- 
ings. 

Martha Graham, exotic dancer, 
had two numbers, one just fair, be- 
cause of lighting defects that still 
hamper television. The other was 
in modern costume and bit too long. 

Perhaps the best of the broadcast 
was a sketch running about 13 min- 
utes, it being Aaron Hoffman’s ‘The 
Honeymoon’, Except for intruding 
noises the performance promises 
something from the drama for tele- 
vision and it would seem that per- 
formances from the stage are practi- 
cal if the problem of carrying 
through average stage presentations 
is solved here as it has been in Lon- 
don. Sketch was well rehearsed and 
the players made no mistakes. 

Perkins seemed at home. His 
songs ‘Sing a Song of Sunbeams’ and 
‘Mr. and Mrs. America’ came over 





well. Ibee. 








‘THE ADVENTURES OF ELLERY 
QUEEN’ 

With Princess Alexandra Kropotkin, 
Deems Taylor, Gellett Burgess, Ed 
Gardner, Hugh Marlowe, Marian 
Shockley, Santos Ortega, Howard 
Smith, Arthur Allen, Don Costello, 
Kenneth Delmar, Hester Sonder- 
gaard, Ruth Yorke, Averill Harris, 
James Van Dyke. 

60 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Sunday, 8 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


New whodunit sustainer series 
Sunday nights over CBS is a twist 
on Mutual’s ‘Author, Author’ stanza, 
which also features Ellery Queen 
and weekly guest fiction writers. In 
this version the mystery author (ac- 
tually he’s two persons, Manfred B. 
Lee and Frederick Dannay) is por- 
trayed on the show and has an ac- 
tive part in the drama. He’s pre- 
sented as a sort of super-Philo 


Vance with a precocious secretary- | 
heart-throb, Nicki Porter. They stroll | 


hand-in-hand into baffling murder 
cases and proceed to out-sleuth the 
professional coppers. 





Just as all the facts are virtually | 


in the bag, Queen steps out of char- 
acter and asks the assembled guests 
to guess who did what, why and 
how. After some minutes of flound- 
ering and attempted wit, the pinch- 
hitters retire to the bench, while 
Queen and his sweetie unravel the 
final clues. 
Sunday’s ‘Adventure of the 


andra Kropotkin, Deems 
Gelett Burgess and Ed Gardner, 

Attempt is being made to build 
Queen into a radio character, so the 
identity of the players who portray 
the author and Nicki Porter are sup- 
posed to be a deep, dark secret. 
However, Hugh Marlowe plays 
Queen and Marian Shockley is the 
secretary-love interest. Former was 
vividly lifelike on the stanza caught, 
but fluffed several lines. Miss Shock- 
ley was expressive and animated, 
but the script over-emphasized the 
coyness in the part. Others were 
pretty much standard. 

Lee-Dannay scripted the show, 
George Zachary directs and Bernard 
Herman is composer-conductor. 

Hobe. 


CAPT. TIM HEALEY 
‘Science in the News’ 

15 Mins.—Local 
SHEFFIELD MILK 
Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 6:30 P.M. 
WEAF, New York 


(N. W. Ayer) 

Capt. Tim Healey, the Uncle Don 
of the postage-stamps, now has a 
night-cap quarter-hour program for 
Sheffields Milk, which he broadcasts 
from the RCA Bldg. at the N.Y. 
World’s Fair thrice weekly, aided by 
Nelson Case, announcer. 

Healey’s delivery is excellent for 
ether requirements. Speaking voice 
is pleasant and clearly enunciated 
and tone ingratiatingly intimate and 
confidential. Subject matter is wisely 
chosen, Should arouse keen interest 
among stamp collecting hobbyists 
and young students of history and 
geography. To illustrate last Mon- 
day (19) Healey told about the part 
memorial postage stamps played in 
establishing that the first white child 
born in America was an Icelander, 
way back in 1009, and not Virginia 
Dare, in 1587. 

Other intriguing sidelights on his- 
torical points were dealt with in 
Healey’s wide range of mental trav- 
eling. His description of Jain 
Temples and customs in India illus- 
trates the limitless scope of his talks. 





ERIC LLOYD 
‘THEATRE REVIEW’ 
Sustaining 
15 Mins.—Local 
Monday, 9:30 p.m. 
CFCF, Montreal 
Authered by Kaye Morris, this 15- 
minute chat on films showing locally 
provides a guide to the relative mer- 
its of ae Theatre Review dif- 
fers substantially from current news- 
paper criticism in that it clearly 
rates weak product accordingly. 
With maiority of notices either 


praising films extravagantly or 
— opinions gees this 
stanza has caught on solidly as a 


guide with listeners looking to it 
for a steer to the best shows in town. 
Eric Lloyd, commentator with an 
Oxford background, has_ engaging 
mike delivery. Not too blokey and 
easy enough to impress the average 
listener as well as the upper crust. 
In addition to film criticism pro- 
gram covers activities of civic, col- 
lege and school amateur theatrical 
groups in Montreal as well as weekly 
comment on broad phases of develop- 
ments in the entertainment = 
ane. 


‘WOMEN IN THE NEWS’ 
Phyllis Carter 

Sustaining 

15 Mins.—Local 

Mon., Wed. & Fri.; 7:45 p.m. 
CFCF, Montreal 

Phyllis Carter, comparatively re- 
cent arrival on local air waves, is a 
pleasant femme _ chatterer, with 
Trans-radio copy limited to doings 
of women locally and round the 
world. 

Natural delivery, with good sense 
of news values evidenced in timing 
and emphasis, makes it a speil easy 
to listen to. Has developed consid- 
erable following among women lo- 
cally and is easily the outstanding 
program of its kind here. Mori. 
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‘YOUTH Vs. AGE’ 

With Cal Tinney 

Quiz 

30 Mins.—Local 

VINCE 

Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

WEAF, New York 
(Warwick & Legler) 

Just another variation of the quiz 
fad, low on imagination and enter. 
tainment. It’s father against son 
and mother against daughter, with 
Cal Tinney’s crossroads brand of 
humor added to the general flow of 
dullness. beng 4 gives the impres. 
sion of having the cues for his gags 
pretty well catalogued in advance. 
For example, mention is made of 
Hawaii. Tinney rings in the worg 
‘hula hula’ and that reminds him 
that he ‘once came close to marry. 
ing a hula hula girl, but she wriggled 
out of it.’ 

Here’s a sample of the question 
Which is heavier, milk or cream? 
And as simple as most of the queries 
were the percentage of misses wag 
up in the 90’s. It was either an un. 
lucky crop or it’s typical of the 
class that the program attracts 

Vince mouthwash is the product 
plugged. It increases your smoking 
pleasure is the angle stressed. When 
poured into the mouth thousands of 
oxygen bubbles are released and the 
aural sensation is a resounding 
‘ffwishhh.’ dec. 


Guest authors on Be | ISABELLE MANNING HEWSON 
as 


Man Club’ included Princess Alex-|15 Mins.—Local 


Taylor, | SHEFFIELD FARMS 


‘The Morning Market Basket’ 


M.-¥.-T.; 9:30 A.M 
WEAF, New York 
(N. W. Ayer) 

Show, which got under way last 
week, presents ‘fascinating little 
stories’—to quote Miss Hewson in her 
opener — and facts on prices and 
qualities of foodstuffs as reported by 
the New York Bureau of Markets. 
Sponsor is Sheffield Farms and 
there’s no forgce@ing it. It’s just 
Sheffield, Sheffield, Sheffield, by the 
announcer, by Miss Hewson and even 
by a guest, until the show is in dan- 
ger of losing all of its authority be- 
cause it sounds as if the only things 
recommended by the commentator 
are those which would be good with 
the sponsor’s products under them, 
over them or in them. 

Even the ‘fascinating little story’ 
when caught was somehow made to 
wind up as a moral for Sheffield. 
And Miss Hewson’s manner of deliv- 
ering it, strictly hush-hush, was 
meant for nothing so much as ‘The 
Shadow.’ She’s better on her mar- 
ket reports, which seem to have good 
possibility of becoming valuable to 
housewives if they were treated with 
more fact and less drama, 

Supposed sock of the show caught 
was the introduction of a guest—chef 
at Schaefer Centre at the World’s 
Fair, ballyed as the country’s biggest 
restaurant, His intro involved 
lengthy indulgence by Miss Hewson 
in French dialect, at which she’s 
pretty good if there was any point 
in it when the man being imitated 
was standing next to her and could 
well have delivered it himself. 

The guest sounded like he might 
have an interesting talk but it turned 
out he was only there to tell how 
much Sheffield milk Schaefer Centre 
uses every day and he’s going to 
come back some time later to tell his 
story. erb. 





‘NANCY DIXON,’ BOB HITE 
Chatter 
15 Mins.—Local 
Cooperative 
Daily, 9 a.m. 
WXYZ, Detroit 
Chief asset of the Detroit-produced 
show, one of several spotted over the 
country, are the two principals, 
‘Nancy Dixon’ and Bob Hite. Former 
digs up the day’s specials offered by 
better-class etroit stores, an 
they’re woven into a breezy bit of 
chatter reeled off by the femme and 
Hite. Latter is especially good. | 
Because of the manner in which 
stuff is penned, plus principals’ de- 
liveries, strictly commercial copy 
sounds anything but that. Pete. 





Vv. W. PETERSON 
‘G-Men In Action’ 
15 Minutes—Local 
Sustaining 


’ 

This has the F.B.I. through V. W. 
Peterson, New England agent, tell- 
ing bedtime stories of famous des- 
peradoes and how ‘Crime Does Not 
Pay’ when the bureau gets on its 
trail. Second program, caught for 
review, was the life story of Eddie 
Bentz, ‘King of the Bank Robbers. 
Detailed and dry recital of the 
viper’s background, life, hobbies and 
perpetrations made a rather cumber- 
some interview between Peterson 
and staff announcer. : 

Peterson sounds like the Voice of 
Experience, but does not have or use 
material to wake up audience. e 
has been a G-Man for nine years, 
taking part in the Dillinger hunt and 
the solution of the Bremer kid- 
napping, but none of the exciting 
personal adventure material to b¢ 
expected, is aired. Program is re 
ported as effort of F.B.I. to ‘battle 
crime on a new front,’ but they 
haven’t got the range. Showman- 
ship is missing. 


Fred Waring, in shorts, will 
judge and distribute Boy Scout 
bugles at the N. ¥. Fair Thursday. 
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MUSIC—DANCE BANDS 


VARIETY 39 











Latest Quirk Emphasizes How Dance 
Orchestras Dominate Music Publishing 








Practice of songwriters now giv- 
jing bandleaders the first look at 
their new manuscripts has developed 
a 1939 mode of operation for music 
publishers. Latter now keep close 
in touch with the maestros, not only 
for plugs, but to see what unpub- 
tiched. material they have lying 


sane. The writers figure they 


have a better chance at publisher 
acceptance plus an advance if the 
manuscript has been performed over 


the air. 

Case in point of the mountain go- 
ing to Mohammed was the acquisi- 
tion of ‘The Man With the Man- 
dolin,’ by Santly-Joy-Select, Inc. A 
member of the publishing firm 
picked up the manuscript while con- 
tacting Horace Heidt but before he 
could get the writers’ signatures 
reps from other houses heard about 
it. There was some counter-bidding 
but SJS got it anyway via a stiff 
advance. The tune’s writers are 
James Cavanaugh, John Redmond 
and Frank Weldon. 


Nothing Done About Wish 
Of Benny Goodman, Says 
MCA; Morris Seeks Band 


Music Corp. of America denies 
that Benny Goodman has made any 
headway in his attempt to buy the 
release of his booking contract so 
that he can switch his alliance to the 
William Morris office. Willard Alex- 
ander,. long Goodman's personal 
manager, is head of the latter organ-‘ 
ization’s band department. 

MCA admits that Goodman has 
been ‘heckling’ it but states that 
there has been no negotiation talk. 
Several of Goodman’s dates in the 
east were cancelled last week so that 
the band could leave immediately 
for its opening at the San Francisco 
Fair July 2. 











San Francisco, June 27. 

Benny Goodman and his band will 
get $10,000 a week for playing at 
three outdoor concerts a day in 
Treasure Island, San _ Francisco. 
Gcodman cancelled a number of 
“ .tes in the east in order to fill the 
date at the Golden Gate Interna- 
tional Exposition, where he will first 
be heard on July 2. He replaces 
Edwin Franko Goldman’s band. 

Goodman will do his first summer 
show for Old Gold from the Fair- 
grounds. 





Beston Benefit 


Boston, June 27. 

Benny Goodman put on a gratis 
performance on Boston's historic 
Commons last week. In the middle 
of the dance session the maestro was 
made an admiral of the American 
Flagline Fleet. 

Event was accompanied by a down- 
pour of rain but that didn’t prevent 
the jitterbugs from jiving on and 
among the tree-lined walks. 


INA RAY HUTTON SET 
FOR STAG ORCHESTRA 


Ina Ray Hutton will forsake her 
all-girl orchestra to baton a male 
band soon. Stick swisher has shifted 
from the Wm. Morris Agency, which 
booked her after she left Mills Ar- 
tists, and is now with Rockwell Gen- 
eral Amusement. 


It's undecided whether Miss Hut- 

n will assume leadership of an in- 
tegrated outfit or put together a new 
One. More than likely it will be the 
former, however, because of the 
work attendant to gathering a com- 
Pletely new crew. 











Lombardo Loaf Curtailed 


Vacation for the Lombardo band 
has been cut short. Instead of lay- 
ing off until July 13, it was booked 
by the Music Corp. of America to 
Spen at the Ritz Carlton hotel, Bos- 

n, yesterday (Tuesday). 

‘ Unit's next stand will be the. Wal- 
orf-Astoria, N. Y., starting July 17. 





Penge Bennett is handling music 


at RKO. 





bh 


BERIGAN SETTLES FOR BUS 


Greyhound Lifts Garnishee When 
Bandman Puts Up $475 








Detroit, June 27. 

Bunny Berigan’s compromise 
agreement with Central Greyhound 
Lines of New York resulted in disso- 
lution last week of garnishment pro- 
ceedings against band leader who 
just finished week’s stand at West- 
vood Gardens here, 

Bus lines said Berigan owed 
$875.40 for bus he chartered last Oc- 
tober for tour of east. Berigan 
promised to pay $475.40 at once and 
balance at rate of $100 a month. 


WEBER MUST 





TAKE IT EASY! 





Joseph N. Weber, president of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
isn’t expected back at his New York 
office for another week. He became 
ill while presiding at the AFM’s 
convention in Kansas City and the 
attending physician suggested that 
he take a two weeks’ rest at the 


hotel before going home. He might 
decide not to return to New York 
immeéditely but instead take a few 
weeks vacation. 

Weber had planned to go on to 
Washington after the convention to 
take part in the fight against the 
elimination of some 9,000 musicians 
from the WPA. 





Horace Heidt Divorced 
in Reno; Pays Wife 256, 
Child, at 21, Gets 106 


Reno, June 27, 

The Horace Heidts, married in 
1924, were secretly divorced in Car- 
son City on charges of cruelty pre- 
ferred by Mrs. Florence W. Heidt 
June 15. Band leader was ordered 
to pay his wife $25,000 by Saturday 
(1), with other cash payments to be 
made later. Court also approved 
alimony of $100 a month for five 
years and instructed Heidt to pay his 
daughter, Patricia, 11, $10,000 when 





Diamond’s Legal Bill 


Supreme Court Justice Aaron J.| 
Levy in N. Y., Friday (23), ordered | 
Milton Diamond to serve an amended | 
bill of complaint on the American 
Record Corp. in 10 days. 

The old complaint sought $15,000 
for legal fees from 1936-38. The. 
amended complaint must state 
whether the defendants promised to 
pay the plaintiff before, or after 
services rendered. 


HINT STALLING 
ON CODE IS. 
DELIBERATE 














Officers of the Professional Music | 
Men are becoming suspicious of the | 
stalling around the proposed code of | 
ethics is getting from publishers and | 
they are suggesting to industry lead- | 
ers that if this procedure continues 
{much longer the pubs might sud- 
| denly find themselves confronted 
| with a contactmen’s union. 
was submitted to the trade several 
weeks ago but so far there has been 
| but few signators, with most of these 
attaching conditional riders. 

The conditional proviso is that the 
agreement must not be considered in 
effect until signed covenants have 
been received from all the other 





Protective Association. 
publisher waiting on the other to 
sign, there are a few cases of pubs 
who still want certain clauses in 
the ethics binder, even though the 
agreement was thoroughly discussed 
for weeks before being approved. 


ELLA FITZGERALD, 
WEBB BOYS CONTINUE 


Orchestra of the late Chick Webb 
will continue as a unit and will be 
billed as ‘Ella Fitzgerald with the 
Famous Chick Webb orchestra.’ Bill- 
ing of Webb and Miss Fitzgerald will 
be equal in size. Band will resume 
activity with a week’s date at Loew’s 
State theatre, N. Y., July 6. Re- 
placement for Webb on the drums 
not yet selected. Bardu Ali will, as 
previously, direct the band. 

Miss Fitzgerald and the band do a 
recording date tomorrow (Thursday ) 
at Decca. 

Consolidated Radio Artists for one- 
nighters and Wm. Morris Agency for 
theatres, will continue to book the 
band managed, per usual, by Moe 
Gale. 

Since Miss Fitzgerald is a song- 











she reaches 21 or upon her marriage, 
whichever occurs first. 

Under terms of a separation agree- 
ment made in April and approved 
by the court at the divorce hearing, 
Mrs. Heidt receives custody of the 
daughter, with the father given the 
right to see her. 





Music Notes 





Jimmy Van Heusen and Johnny 
Burke teamed to turn out ‘Oh, You 
Crazy Moon.’ Though not released 
in sheet form, Tommy Dorsey's band 
has already cut it for Victor. 





Pinky Tomlin cleffed ‘I Did It and 
I'm Glad.’ 





Al Newman completed musical 
score for ‘Beau Geste’ at Paramount. 





Matty Matneck and Frank Loesser 
wrote four ditties for Universal's 
‘Hawaiian Nights. Numbers are 
‘When Hawaii Sings Me to Sleep,’ 
‘Hey. Good Lookin,’ ‘Then I Wrote | 
the Minuet in G’ and ‘I Found Love.’ 





Anthony Collins writing sym- 
phonic score for ‘Nurse Edith Cavell’ 
at RKO. 





| 
Eddie Cherkese doing lyrics for 
songs in ‘Isle of Destiny’ at Fine 


Arts. 





Heward Jackson scoring ‘Slapsie 
Maxie’ at Warners. 





Mickey Rooney and Sidney Miller 
cleffed ‘I Swear by My Eyes.’ 





Eddie Ward wrote ‘Loveliness,’ to 
be sung in Metro’s ‘These Glamor 


stress, no union membership factor 
figures. 


Schwictenberg to Wave 
Stick But Renamed 


Willard Alexander of the William 
Morris Agency starts work Aug. 1 
on a new band which he’ll build 
around Ray McKinley, currently 
with Jimmy Dorsey, and Wilbur 
Schwictenberg, New York radio stu- 
dio trombonist. Band will be led by 
Schwictenberg, 
other name, while McKinley will be 
featured. 

McKinley is slated to leave Dor- 
sey, who’s now at Meadowbrook, 
Cedar Grove, N. J., the first week in 
July and vacation until the new out- 
fit convenes for rehearsing Aug. 1. 
Buddy Schutz, until recently with 
Benny Goodman, takes McKinley’s 
place with Dorsey. He’s getting the 
feel of J. D.’s band by already sitting 
in on record dates. 











Meadowbrook’s Dance 


Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
will unveil a summer garden July 6. 


woods adjacent to its current 1,200- | 
seat building. Band will alternate 
on the open and undercover band- | 
stands according to weather condi- 
tions. 

Jimmy Dorsey orchestra is cur- 
rent. Dorsey originally went in for 
four weeks sometime ago, but is be- 
ing held over on month-to-month 
options and will likely 
through the summer. 





Jack Manin new staff musical ar- 





Girls.’ 


ranger of WWL, New Orleans. 


The code | 


publishers in the Music Publishers | 
Besides one | 


who'll assume an- | 


Floor in the Grove 


Complains ‘California’ Song Was 


~ Licensed Too Cheaply for Film 





NIX U. S. MARINE BAND 


Its Appearance at Elks Affair Would 
Be Unfair, Sez A.F.M. 








St. Louis, June 27. 

Plans for the appearance of the 
80-piece U. S. Marine Band during 
the annual convention of the Elks’ 
Grand Lodge here, starting July 10, 
cancelled by action of American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, who, last week, 
nixed a recommendation of the St. 
Louis Local No: 2 that the leather- 
neck tooters be permitted to come 
here. During the controversy last 
March Dr. E. J. McCormick, grand 


exalted ruler of the Elks, threatened 
_ to dispense with music entirely or 
| take the convention to another city. 


The matter was smoothed over when 
the convention corp. agreed to hire 
between 60 and 80 local tooters dur- 
in the conclave. Current plans call 
for bands representing the Sixth In- 
fantry and 138th N.G.M. to lead the 
| Elks’ gigantic parade with the local 
American Legion band at the head 
of the St. Louis conting> . 


E. B. MARKS (0. 
UP 250 POINTS 


Availability committee for the 
publishers in the American Society 
of Composers, Authors and Publish- 
|ers closed their latest series of 
| classification session last week with 
| but four adjustments in the popular 
| field. The two firms which were 
| granted increases were E. B. Marks, 
| which went from 4,500 to 4,750 
| points; Melrose, from 210 to 250 
| points; Miller Music, from 1,500 to 
{1,650 points, and Paramount, from 
| 20 to 50 points. Famous Music Corp., 
| sister subsid of Paramount Music, 
which likewise had asked for a boost 
remained as is, at 2,000. 

Other publishers whose _ recent 
pleas for availability increases were 
also turned down include Larry 
Spier, Inc. (50 points), Stasny Mu- 
sic Co, (40) and Southern Music Co. 
(540). 


Touring in the South Is 
Something for B. Bernie; 
Worn Out and Tied Up 


Charlotte, N. C., June 27. 

Ben Bernie had the instruments of 
his band attached while playing 
Asheville. The property was re- 
leased when Bernie gave bond of 
| $2,700. Former Gov. Dave Sholtz, 
|'of Florida, filed the writ, charging 
that the maestro owed him $2,623 
for legal services. Sholtz had ob- 
tained permission to file his com- 
plaint later. 

While playing Charlotte just be- 
fore going to Asheville, Bernie had 
to contend with the weather. It was 
so hot that the bandman sagged and 
the crowd lagged. Charles Crutch- 
field, of WBT, which was picking up 
, the event, went out and got bathing 
| trunks enough for each of the band- 
|men. When they came back on after 
| intermission they were clad only in 
| shorts. Soon afterwards someone 
| produced a 100-pound cake of ice 
and Bernie sat on it as he played his 
| fiddle. 


| PREACHER NOT HELD 


























| Stranded Beys Band, but Hepes to 
Pay $137 Board Bill 





Orlando, Fla., June 27. 
Circuit Judge Frank Smith, after | 
| habeas corpus hearing Saturday (24), | 
_ dismissed charges of false pretenses | 
| and fraud against the Rev. H. E. K. | 


Spot is building a dance floor in the | Whitney growing out vf restaurant 


bill run-up by his stranded band of 
teen-age tooters. The 66-year-old 
preacher-director of Crusade Union 


What is expected to develop into 
|a test case on the issue of whether 
|a publisher has the right to use his 
own discretion on the price angle 
| in disposing of a mechanical right is 
lthe suit that Joe Meyer, writer, last 
|'week instructed his lawyer, Abe 
| Berman, to bring against the War- 
liner Bros. publishing group. The 
Songwriters Protective Association 
is believed to be behind the litiga- 
ition with the view of having the 
|courts determine whether the 
writers of a number should be con- 
sulted before the price offered for 
its synchronization usage may be ac- 
| cepted by the publisher. 

Controversy revolves 
licensing of the ‘traditional’ tune 
‘California, Here I Come,’ which 
Meyer, Bud DeSylva and Al Jol- 
son wrote, to 20th Century-Fox for 
use in ‘Rose of Washington Square.’ 
The tune is in the Witmark catalog 
and Meyer charges that the price 
obtained for it (reputed to be only 
$450) was considerably less than the 
usage merited. Cited in his griev- 
ance is the fact that Irving Berlin, 
Inc., got $4,500 for use of ‘Mammy’ 
in the same picture. Al Jolson was 
one of the film’s stars. 

SPA spokesmen and publisher 
reps appear to have reached a hope- 
less deadlock in their negotiations 
for a new standard writers contract 
The pubs claim that as soon as they 
yield on one point the writers pop 
up with a new demand with the 
result that they gathered the im- 
pression that the writers are intent 
upon becoming partners in the pub- 
lishing business but without as- 
suming any of its financial or other 
obligations. 


$160,000 MELON 
FROM ABROAD 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers last week 
distributed $160,000 in royalties col- 
lected for 1937 from the British Isles, 
Denmark and Australia. It was the 
biggest foreign plum ever split up 
by the Society. For the previous 
year it had come to around $45,000. 

ASCAP board of directors meet to- 
morrow (Thursday) to pass on the 
domestic distribution for the second 
quarter of 1939. It is expected to 
be at least 10% bigger than it had 
been for fhe like period of last year. 

Board gathering will be the last 
unti] September. 


SHAW’S 2 FILMS 


‘Co-Ed’ and Then Metro's 
‘B’way Meledy’ 


around the 

















Artie Shaw and his band is set for 
two pictures, the first, Warner Bros.’ 
‘Dancing Co-Ed,’ to roll July 12. 
Second, is the Fred Astaire-Eleanor 
Powell picture, ‘Broadway Melody,’ 
at Metro. Leader will have a part 
in this also, as well as leading his 
band. ‘Melody,’ according to An- 
drew Weinberger, Shaw’s handler, 
was slated to get going at about the 
same time as ‘Co-Ed’ but now has 
been deferred a month. Tommy 
Rockwell and Ralph Wonders set 
Shaw. 

Shaw is committed for three weeks 
on the first picture, which follows a 
theatre date at the Golden Gate 
theatre, San Francisco. It forces the 
dropping of a series of one-nighters 
on the Coast and will probably set 
back his scheduled opening at the 
Ritz-Carlton hotel, Boston, set for 
Aug. 1. 


Jack Mills’ 20th Milestone 


Jack Mills celebrates his 20th year 
in the publishing business this Sat- 
urday (1). After working in Phila- 
delphia for several years as a song- 
plugger, Mills came to New York in 











remain | 


| Boys Band declared outfit had gotten 
| ‘bad breaks’ from time group left 
| Miami on concert tour scheduled to 
include both N. Y. Fair and Frisco 
'expo until they became stranded at | 
| Daytona Beach for lack o1 funds. Snyder, Kalmar, Puck & Abrahams, 
| Whitney was returned here on | Jerome & Schwartz, Harry Williams 
|charges of beating $137 board bill | Co, Stark & Cowan and Stept & 
|He told court that receipts of two} Powers. Its interests were eventu- 


1919 and went into business with his 
brother, Irving. 

Mills Music, Inc., in later years 
went in for catalog acquiring, with 
these including Waterson, Berlin & 





‘concerts here failed to cover ex-| ally extended from the popular to 
penses and he hoped to pay bill later. | the standard and educational fie!ds. 
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a a 
burgh into Ruggles Beach, O., for in- : * 
On the Upbeat definite stay. 15 Best Sheet Music Sellers 
Lee Shelley orc opened at Pines, 
Pittsburgh, Saturday (24) for five- (Week ending June 24, 1939) 
Leighton Noble and his orchestra| ray,’ ‘Serenade to a Savage’ and' week stay, replacing the Jimmie 
now playing atop the Rice hotel in | ‘Melancholy Mood.’ Livingstone outfit. j 
Houston, Texas, with wire through | Sunrise Serenade wos teeeeeeeeeeceeeaeuerenensssaaeees Jewel 
Texas State Network. Van Alexander’s band holiday-| New Burton-Buckley crew (Benny wie ME es rr errrr rr reer ere Crawford 
‘eves July 3 at Crescent Beach, Nian- | ' Burton and Neil Buckley, formerly Beer Barrel a OPT Tey orTT TTT er rir rarest Shapiro 
Johnny Anderson, formerly staff, tic, Conn. with Don Bestor) followed Jimmy If I Didn't Care ....cesccseeecsseeeecneeeseeenseeeees Chappell 
pianist with WOAI, San Antonio, Joy. into Kennywood Park, Pitts- And the a ae Cob erecestescncscccsccccsereecces BVC 
siaff, now with Jack Teagarden in| Yommy Reynolds plays repeat one- |, burgh, Monday (26) for two weeks. Chg ng Pal il. SPUVeCerrrar rT rere cre rere errr TS ao na 
ae nighter ay 2 at Pleasure Beach, | Dale Harkness band into Hotel URI Gn Ser MEE RUUD: 0 dv taugcosvaeaneersdveveneoekes Robbins 
. : | Bridgeport. Henry, Pittsburgh, for remainder of +Don’t Worry ’Bout Me (Cotton Club Revue).......... Mills 
Harold Crastineck — ret econ Bit tg | summer, succeeding Manuel Con- *Lady’s in Love With You (‘Some Like It Hot’)........ Paramount 
pet in Dunie Cain's swing agerega-| Louie Lowe orch has moved into| treras tango orc. *I Never Knew Heaven Could Speak (‘Rose of Wash- 
von. Westlake Terrace, Indianapolis, for| ees CO 2) Ao Eta e when nae een aee sete Robbins 
the summer. Larry Funk replaced Emerson Gill *Strange Enchantment (‘Man About Town’) ........... Famous 
Artie Mayne’s orchestra of Bridge- at West View Park, Pittsburgh, Mon- I I e  ouin leaneharsbgaevensiaea sued Berlin 
port signed for 12 South American-| Rudy Bundy orch at New Colonial| day (26) for fortnight. Gill opens a ashe easel Paull-Pioneer 
Sees Ge ee North German | potel at Lake Manitou, Rochester, July 1. at Mission Inn, at Latrobe, New Moon and an Old Serenade .........-.-sccececee: Berlin 
oy iner olumbus. Indiana. 








Joe McCartney at Pottawatomie 
Gardens, Tippecanoe lake, Indiana. 


Gus Meyers band gets season job 
at Longshore Beach and Country 
club, Westport, Conn. 




















Tony Almerico swing band follows 
Annette Diermann all girl unit into 
Chez Paree, New Orleans, July 1. 


Guy Lombardo and Royal Cana-| 
dians one-nite Sunday (2) at Roton' 
Point Park, South Norwalk, Conn. 








Marvin George moved into, Ren- 
dezvous at Balboa Beach, Cal. 





Artie Shaw disked five sides on 
the Coast for Blue Bird. Ditties are 


‘Easy to Say,’ ‘I’ll Remember,’ ‘Moon- 
THE NEW SCORE BY 


IRVING BERLIN 


From the 20th Century Fox Film “SECOND FIDDLE” 


I'M SORRY FOR MYSELF 





Brad Hunt’s band out of Pitts- 



































1 POURED MY HEART INTO A SONG 














WHEN WINTER COMES 














AN OLD FASHIONED TUNE ALWAYS IS NEW 











Pa., for short stay. | 





Earl Mellen band has checked in 
at Rivera, Pittsburgh, for an indefi- 
nite engagement, Hal Curtis moving 
out to one-night through the terri- 
tory. 





Nathan Snader, leader of the 
Rhythmaires, house band at KYW, 





Philly, is now Ken Martin. Orch’s 
heard on the NBC red. 
Don Wallace orchestra is taking 


over the band-stand at the Club 
Chanticleer, Madison, Wis. Renee 
Larks with orchestra as vocalist. 





Bunny Berigan orchestra into ‘the 
Panther Room (College Inn) of 
the Sherman House, Chicago, next 
month. Follows Count Basie. 





Ernest Watson will take over as 
guest conductor of Shea’s Buffalo 
orchestra (pit) beginning June 30, 
replacing Marchelli. 





Lola King, daughter of Jerome 
Barchardt, former musical director 
of Keith’s vaude house, Philly, gur- 
rently batoning her own all-girl 
crew at the President hotel, Atlantic 
City. 





Whitey Neuwirth orchestra, with 
vocalist Bobby Plarr, opens June 30 
at th: Carmen, Minisink Hills, Pa., | 
near Delaware Water Gap. Organ- 
ized following Neuwirth’s withdraw- 
al from the former London Criteri- 
ons, now Bert Lown’s band, this out- 
fit plays ‘dixieland’ style. 





Gray Gordon opens for the sum- 











BACK TO BACK 

































THE SONG OF THE METRONOME 











JOE SANTLY, Prof. Mgr. 








IRVING BERLIN, Inc., 799 Seventh Ave. N. Y. 











+1 Regan in “She Married A Cop 


Sung by Phi 
Remember 


Vil 
By Ralph Freed and Burton Lane 





Blue Evening 


By Gordon Jenkins and Joe Bishop 





If You Ever Change Your Mind 


By Bud Green, Maurice Sigler and Grady Watts 


| Want The Waiter 


(With The Water) 
By Kay and Sue Werner 





Mitcer Music, Inc. 


mer at the Westchester Country 
Club, N. Y., July 1. It’s club’s 10th 
anniversary. 





Bob Zurkee unveiled his new band 
at the Manlius School, Manlius, N. 
Y., Saturday (24). ifoe Gale, han- 
dter of Chick Webb, directing Zur- 
kee, with Wm. Morris booking. 





Shorty Cherock shifts his trumpet 
from Jimmy Dorsey to Bob Crosby 
next week. 

Tom Gentry, newest Frederick | 
Bros. set for 10 days at Thornwood | 
Ballroom, Cedar Rapids, Ia., follow- | 
in. which he moves over to the. 
Riviera, Lake Geneva, Wis. 











Rosemary Barker, Dallas singer, 
with Dick Stakile, to succeed Evelyn 
Oaks. Miss Barker is privately Mrs. 
Bill Barker. Meanwhile Evelyn Oaks 
weds A. Gordon Findlay. 





Nick Harper is at Casino Park, 
Fort Worth. Will be followed July 
3 by Gus Arnheim. 





Ken Baker at the Palomar in L. A. 
for two weeks starting June 28, fol- 
lowed by Will Osborne. Artie Shaw 
winding up 10 weeks at the Coast 
jive emporium. 





Hal Kemp set for Totem Pole Ball- 
room, Auburndale, Mass., June 28; 
Lakewood Ballroom, Mahanoy City, 
Pa., June 29; Danceland, Sylvan 
Beach, N. Y., June 30, and Reade’s 
Casino, Asbury Park, N. J., July 1. 
Opens in Boston’s Hotel Ritz-Carl- 
ton Roof July 3 for a three weeker. 





Ace Brigode closes June 27 at the 
Showboat, Ft. Worth, Texas, and is 
set at Chippewa Lake Park, Chip- 
pewa Lake, O., from July 1 to the 
21st. 





Sonny James’ crew booked for two 
weeks at Reade’s Casino, Asbury 
Park, N. J. Stays July 2 through the 
14th via CRA. 





Bill Marshall goes into Lawsonia 
Lodge, Green Pay, Wis., July 1. Set 
by Meyer Davis. 





Sammy Watkins’ nine-man crew 
goes into the 500 Club, Atlantic 
City, on Friday (30). Comes from 
the Hollendon hotel, Cleveland. 
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Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. e 


Following is a totalization of the combined plugs of current tunes on 
NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS (WABC) computed for the week from 
Monday through Sunday (June 19-25). Total represents accumulated 


* Filmusical. 











performances on the two major networks from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m. Symbol * 
denotes film song, ¢ legit, all others are pop. 
GRAND 
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LEEDS MUSIC 
CO -27 ©: 8 47.1 ON 


Now Located in the 


RKO. BLDG., 1270 SIXTH AVE. 
RADIO CITY, NEW YORK 


PUBLISHERS OF 


TAINT WHAT YOU DO * WELL ALL RIGHT 
(It’s the Way That Cha Do It) (Tonight’s the Night) 


WHY BEGIN AGAIN * FOR DANCERS ONLY 


(Artie Shaw’s Pastel Blue) (Jimmie Lunceford’s) 


AT THE WOODCHOPPER’S BALL 


(Woody Herman’s) 
UNDECIDED 
THE SHOEMAKER’S HOLIDAY 


Telephones: Circle 7-2670-2671-2672 





Booked by MCA. 
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Band Reviews 





OHMAN Orchestra (15) 

a ol Hugo, Beverly Hills 

an of the ivories has assem- 
oak crew of musikers that may hit 
it off in great style, but it'll have to 
be in some room _ other than this 
swank spot. Ringside tables around 
the dance floor are packed too close 
to the stand and 15 men are too many 
for such an intimate layout. Once 
the brass gives out, sans mutes, it 
makes for a deafening assault on the 
ear drums, drowning cut all else. 

Ohman’s piano is tops and occa- 
sionally the blaring subsides to allow 
for full sweep of his virtuosity, For 
a new band they play together with- 
out clash or conflict. In the slower 
tempos show to best advantage. The 
jive brings out their faults, common 
to any new crew, and lack of style 
becomes at once patent. Band should 
stick to the sweet tunes, the sitters 
showing greater relish for the oldies. 
Anyway, floor is too confined for any 
of the juve flourishes. 

Outfit is made up of three fiddles, 
four sax, two trumpet, bass fiddle, 
guitar, drum tuba and two pianos. 
One of the trumpeters doubles on 
the viol, which gives that section a 
predominance that’s wasted when 
the saxes let out the stops. Ohman 
is a pleasant personality and crew 
makes a nice appearance in black 
ties. Themer is ‘Each Time You 
Say Goodby,’ which Ohman com- 


DANCER TAPS OUT 
ORCHESTRA DOWNBEAT 


Willimantic, Conn., June 27. 

Utilizing a tap dancer as a percus- 
sion instrument, Jules Alberti has 
organized a new band and is break- 
ing it in at the Shell Chateau before 
heading for New York, where he is 
reported to have an engagement. 
Retired from active band work since 
1934, Alberti has been operating the 
Coventry House near here. 

The hoofer is utilized to tap out 
the introductions to song numbers 
much in the same fashion as Sammy 
Kaye, Blue Barron and Kaye Kyser 
use vocalists for musical intros to 
songs. Hoofer is Bill Harrison, for- 
merly of vaude. 








Dance Macabre 





Story on Artie Shaw was taken 
for consideration by Collier’s on an 
‘if’ basis during Shaw’s recent ill- 
ness. It was returned to the author, 
a Broadway newspaperman, when 
Shaw recuperated. 

Accompanying it was the notation 
that the mag already had too many 
band stories lined up to consider 
another without the news peg of 
the leader’s death to hang it on. 


EEO 









Song Suggestions 
JIMMY McHUGH’'S 


“LOVELY LADY” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 








posed for a Hedy Lamarr picture. 
Gil Pagenais vocalizes adequately. 
Heim. 


STUFF SMITH Orchestra (7) 
Hotel Edison, N. Y. 


Booking a strictly jive band into 
a hotel, no matter how al fresco, was 
a bit daring, but it’s working out sur- 
prisingly well at the Hotel Edison’s 
Green Room. No longer need the 
jitterbugs go 52d street; it’s right here 
handy for ’em. 

Stuff Smith, one of the original 
‘T’se-a-Muggin’ maestros at the Onyx, 
has been away from New York a 





; year or more. The colored maestro 


| is now back with a moderate swing 
combo, less bizarre in its general 





Band Bookings 


Russ Morgan, Fairyland Park, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., July 18, 

Eddy Rogers, Palm Beach Cafe, 
Detroit, July 10. 

Benny Meroff, Manhattan Beach, 
N. Y., July 1. 

Blue Barron, Stoneboro Pavilion, 
Stoneboro, Pa., Aug. 18. 

Les Brown, Sunnybrook Ballroom, 
Pottstown, Pa., July 1. 

Sonny James, Palisades Park, Ft. 
Lee, N. J., week July 15. 

Leo Reisman, Million Dollar Pier, 
Atlantic City, N. J., July 3. 

Larry Clinton, week Sept. 28, Flat- 
bush theatre, Bklyn; Oct. 5, Windsor 








cutt.ng-up, but none the less effective 


| for the dansapation, Sans the battered | 
| hat, and the boys’ other hobohemian | 
accoutrements, they’re a neater look-| Beach, Va., week July 1. 


ing septet. But Smith is still a hot 
man on the fiddle, and he has a 
sturdy supporting team. That sweet- 
hot, muted trumpeter is a standout, 
ditto the reed specialist and the kid 
on the skins who tom-toms some 
nifty tempos. 

The Edison, per usual, has four 
nightly NBC shots a week, always a 
good trailer for the hotel and its 
current band. As result the maestro 


pops, besides his fave bounce num- 
bers. Abel. 


| Listen--But Can’t Dance 


| New Orleans, June 27. 

| Manuel Perez Sandi is set to fur- 

| nish five-piece string orchestra at 
Pontchartrain Beach amusement 

| park. Opening date no’ set, pending 

‘completion of building where unit 

| will play. 











| Will be merely eat, drink and 
| listen, No dancing, says manage- 
| ment. 





Classics and Baby Talk 


From syncopating the classics to a 
baby-talk cycle are the two ex- 
tremes of present-day Tin Pan Alley. 

When Larry Clinton rhythmized 
Claude Debussy’s ‘Reverie,’ 
started a cycle and ‘Three Little 
Fishies’ since going into No. 1 sales, 
has the song pluggers talking itty- 
bitty-poo jive. 


COMPARISONS ARE— 


Lincoln, June 26. 

Russ Morgan, interviewed on 
KFOR by Jack Hanssen, was asked 
how many instruments he played. 
Said all but the strings. 

‘Sort of a Buddy Rogers?’ Hans- 
sen asked innocently. 

‘NOT necessarily!’ Morgan icily. 








Max Adkins, staff arranger at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, off on an eight- 
week busman’s vacation, First go- 
ing to Elkhart, Ind., band instrument 
center, and then to Chicago for com- 
posers convention. From there to 
National Music Camp at Interlocken, 
Mich., where he’ll spend six weeks 
in eight-hour days of study and 
practice. Even took his sax instruc- 
tor, Cecil Leeson, along with him 
part of the way. 
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GLASER-CONSOLIDATED ATTRACTIONS, INC. 
30 Rockefeller Plaza. New York 


CHICAGO @ CLEVELAND @ DALLAS @ HOLLYWOOD @ SAN FRANCISCO 
























theatre, N. Y.; Oct. 12, Audubon the- 
atre, N. Y. 
Red Nichols, Surf Beach, Virginia 


Charlie Agnew, Muehlbach Hotel, 
Kansas City, two-weeker, starting 
July 7. 

Four Inkspots, Hipp theatre, Bal- 
to, June 30. 

Mal Hallett, Surf Beach Club, Vir- 
ginia Beach, Va., July 8. 

Woody Herman, Hipp 
Balto, week Aug. 18 


theatre, 





is paying more attention to the newer | 


he | 


Vincent Lopez, Claridge 
| Memphis, three weeks, July 7. 
| Eddie de Lange, Jones Beach, 
N. Y., July 8-12; Cedar Point, San- 
dusky, O., July 14, 


OHIO RESORTS USING 


Hotel, 








Cleveland, June 27. 

Parks are loosening pursestrings 
for the first time in six years by 
going back to name bands, and the 
competish is of the old-fashioned 
cut-throat kind. Geauga Lake Park, 
which adhered to low-priced orches- 
tras since it opened ballroom in 1925, 
is bringing in Shep Fields July 2, 
George Hall on July 16 and Renfro 
Valley Barn Dance troupe July 23. 

Also expanding budget is Cedar 
Point dance hall, which started 
semester with Shep Fields and Russ 
Morgan for current stanza. Ozzie 
Nelson and Harriet Hilliard on slate 


COSTLIER ORCHESTRAS | 





for July 1 and Blue Barron for July 
8. Longer stands are being adopted 
by Chippewa Lake Park, Tommy 
Tucker starting three-week visit last 
Sunday (25) and Ace Brigode on 
calendar July 16 for similar run. 


L. A. Jive Gigantic Pulls 
26,000—To Break Even 


Los Angeles, June 27. 


Although jive hounds and the just 
plain curious flocked to the Coliseum 
on Sunday, June 18, to the number 
of 26,000, promoters of the big jit- 
terbug contest just about broke 
even. Crowd was disappointment as 
Palomar, which auspiced the first 
outdoor rug-cutting extravaganza, 
poured out plenty to advertise the 
event. 

Artie Shaw and Ken Baker pro- 
vided the leg-shaking encourage- 
ment. 











Jerry Johnson, Booker, 
To Cover Spots by Plane 


Memphis, June 27. 


Jerry Johnson, the ex-maestro, is 
believed to be the first booking agent 
to cover his booking zone using an 
airplane. 

Johnson, now head of Johnson- 
Foster firm with headquarters in 
Dallas, bought a single-wing Mono- 
coupe cabin plane here last week 
from Robert D. (Red) Forman, local 
pilot and promoter. 





Donahue’s Busy Sked 


Coming week will find Al Dona- 
hue just about the busiest batoneer 
in the metropolitan N. Y. area. 
Starting July 1 he’ll play afternoons 
at Manhattan Beach, N. Y., in addi- 
tion to his nightly stint at the Rain- 
bow Room. 

Besides three NBC wires at the 
Rockefeller nitery, outfit will have 
five Mutual airings from the beach 
resort. Donahue is also down for 
two guest spots on June 29 appear- 
ing on the ‘Request Club’ via WAAT, 
Jersey City, N. J., and is set again 
same day on the ‘It’s Up to You’ 
program on WJZ. 





Bernard Prager, general profes- 
sional manager of Leo Feist, celebed 








——" 


Writers Seek More Illumination On 
Readjustment of Decca Royalties 





a 


Radio Put in Its Place 


Band booker called a dance 
promoter last week to find out 
why he had turned down a cer- 
tain orchestra for an open date. 
‘My customers don’t know him,’ 
answered the promoter. ‘Don’t 
know him,’ exclaimed the book- 
er, ‘why he’s been on a net- 
work hookup for months from 
three to five nights a week.’ 

‘That may be all right,’ chimed 
in the promoter, ‘but he hasn’t 
been making phonograph rec- 
ords, and my regular customers 
only know ’em by what they 
hear from coin machines.’ 


SISSLE’S ASSIGNEE 
SUES MCA FOR $25,000 


Andrew J. Clarke, as assignee of 
Noble Sissle, filed a $25,000 N. Y. 
supreme court action Thursday (22) 
against Music Corp. of America. 

Clarke claims that Sissle overpaid, 
or the Music Corp. deducted exces- 
Sive coOmmissions on engagements 
secured Sissle from December 5, 
1933, to January, 1936. The plaintiff 
also charges that Sissle was to re- 
ceive a minimum guarantee of $1,800 
weekly for his engagements on the 
road. Many weeks he did not re- 
ceive this sum, or anything like it, 
it is charged. 

















Pendarvis at Navy Ball 


San Francisco, June 27. 

Paul Pendarvis and his orchestra 
will play for 1,000 navy ~fficers and 
their ladies and a number of civic 
biggies at the Navy Ball to be held 
in the California building on Treas- 
u.e Island Saturday, July 8. Affair 
is being staged by the City of San 
Francisco. 

Pendarvis is currently at the Pal- 
ace hotel here. 


Group of writers meeting with 
Irving Caesar, president of the Song- 
writers Protective Association, last 
week urged that an inquiry be in- 
stituted by the organization in the 
settlement which certain publishers 
made with the Decca Record Co. in 
connection with delinquent royalties. 
These writers wanted to find out 
whether their interests had suffered 
| from the terms of the deal. 


The pubs involved got together 
—_ Decca after an audit had dis- 
closed that the phonograph manu- 
|facturer had for a considerable pe- 
riod overlooked the count on certain 
compositions in submitting its roy- 
alty statements. It was suggested by 
Decca that instead of making a 
money settlement it would record 
on the backside of hit numbers the 
works of these publishers which 
ordinarily it would not go after. The 
royalties from such uses would com- 
pensate the pubs for the coin due as 
revealed by the audit. 








| The publishers concerned declare 
| that the writers of the tunes named 
jin the audit had been provided for 
in the settlement deal. To make sure 
that the latter writers would not be 
penalized the pubs had insisted that 
Decca furnish them with detailed 
statements of the delinquencies and 
it was on the basis of these that the 
pubs themselves paid the affected 
writers their share of the delinquent 
royalties. 


Reason that Decca gave at the time 
for preferring a new manuscript deal 
to a cash settlement was that the 
delinquencies applied to a period be- 
fore the company became a source 
of public investment and that it 
|; would be impractical to put these 
| back sums on the current books. 
| Joe Fliesler, for the last five years 
| pvess contact for ASCAP, has set up 
an advertising department for music 
publishers with the Charles Agency. 











Rex Dunn doing musical score for 
i RKO’s ‘Spellbinder.’ 











(Beneath A Yellow Moon) 


By Nick Kenny, Charles K 


enny and Harry Archer 





RUESS I'LL GO BACK HOME 


IT’S 


a Charles Newman, Ww 


MY DREAMIN 


alter G. Samuels and Rudy Vallee 


(This Summer) 


By Willard Robison and Ray Mayer 


"WAY PAST 


G TIME 


THE TINKLE SONG 


By Harry Woods 





LITTLE 


SKIPPER 


By Nick Kenny and Charles Kenny 





NOW 


READY!! 





Six Great Songs by E. 


from th 





his ninth wedding anni with a party 
at the Feist offices Saturday (24). } 





The Musical Sensatio 
eM-GM Production 


THE WIZARD OF 02 


i try! 
n of the Picture Indus 
Y. Harbure and Harold Arien 
































































42 VARIETY 


VAUDE—NIGHT CLUBS 








Wednesday, June 28, 1939 











Night Club Reviews | 














LEON & EDDIE'S, N. Y. 


Eddie Davis, Armida, Wally 
Wanger 6, Lewis Sisters (2), Alyce 
Brent, Ford Crane, Ada and Dogs, 
Duval Sis (2), Tullah, D’Avalos 
Conga Dancers, Lou Martin orches- 
tra. 








New Leon & Eddie’s show is one 
of the spot’s best, and certainly the 
outstander since the new room has 
been built. Per usual Eddie Davis 
is the prime draw, but the support- 
ing array is above par, notably Ar- 
mida, originally one of Gus Edward’s 
discoveries. The peppery Mexican- 
can exponent and songstress is a 
peppery cafe personality with her 
style of casteneting and vocalization, 
She’s a mind name for a cafe, 
through a judicious emphasis on her 
Mex-type films. 

While the claimed ‘introduction’ 
for ‘El Rancho Grande’ takes in a 
lot of territory, technically she did 


HILDEGARDE 


Now Appearing Nightly at 
Pierre Hotel, New York 


RETURN ENGAGEMENT 
AT THE SAVOY-PLAZA, 
OPENING JULY 27 FOR 
INDEFINITE PERIOD. 











| 
do it in a film although this tamale} 
folk song has been sung around long | 
before the 19-year-old Armida was 
born. She works with a mike which 
is too high and eclipses her person- 
ality. 

Also in the Mexican idiom, but de- 
cidedly different, 
Wonder Dogs (New Acts), a person- 
able Latin pacer of her terriers, as- 
sisted by her brother and sister. 


singer of pops. He’s spotted 
ficiently early not to interfere with 
impresario Davis’ chanteuring, al- 
though the latter’s own unique 


ates no clash. 


Lewis Sisters (2) sing; Duval Sis- 
ters (2) do a bolero terp routine; 
Tullah is an Egyptian dancer, which 
means a mild cootch, always a stand- 
ard hors d’oeuvre here; Alyce Brent 
is another terper, of the acro school, 
using her fan to advantage and 
shaping up better than the others. 
The D’Avalos Conga Dancers are a 
smart addition. The octet is from 
the D’Avalos dancing school, a good 


lishment and an inexpensive flash 
| for any nitery. 
Per usual, Lou Martin does his 


dansapation stuff well in the April 
in Paris room; Leon Enken hosts all 
over the place, and for a $1.50-$2.50 
table d’hote this is an exceptional 
buy, both on quantity and quality. 
| Leon & Eddie’s is not in any of those 
combination tourist-trip hookups for 
the visiting firemen to the Fair, but at 
the same time it’s taking a construc- 
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Ex. Rep. JACK BERTELL 
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tive attitude that the non-New 
| Yorker, who tips modestly (they call 
i’em the ‘two-bit’ trade) is to be 
| given all the Gotham hospitality re- 
gardless. After all, L-E’s reasons, hin- 
terland income standards are differ- 
ent from those in the Big Town. 
| That’s probably one major reason for 
| L&E’s consistent business and the 
| fact that this institution is now cele- 
| brating its 10th year. Abel. 





SOUTH BLUFF C. C. 


(PERU, ILL.) 





Peru, Ill., June 24. 
| Jesse Garwood, Alice Murphy, 
Tommy Jones, Natalie & Howard, 
| Betty Robbins, Three Heat Waves, 
| Margaret Faber Girls, Hollywood 
| Sweethearts orch. 





| It used to be take your girl out to 
| the ball game; but now the thing to 
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All State Fairs, County Fairs 
sponsors of any 


TION, 
Judge, 


issued by the Hon. Grover 


NGT” and “ODDITORIUM.” 


Hartford County, Conn. 


RIGHTED PHRASES INDICATED 
OFFENDERS TO THE LIMIT. 





FIRST AND LAST WARNING ! ! 


CARNIVAL, SIDE SHOW, CIRCUS OR ANY OTHER FORM OF 
INDOOR OR OUTDOOR ENTERTAINMENT! 


This is legal notice that Robert “Believe It or Not” Ripley and his several 
corporations have this month obtained a PERPETUAL FEDERAL INJUN(- 


District of Connecticut against The World of Mirth Shows, 
enjoining that corporation its employees and agents from the use in any 
way of the names, “RIPLEY,” “ROBERT L, RIPLEY,” “BELIEVE IT OR 
In addition monetary damages were assessed 
and a permanent state injunction was issued by the Superior Court of 


PLEASE TAKE NOTICE THAT IN THE FUTURE ROBERT RIPLEY AND 
HIS VARIOUS CORPORATIONS WILL NOT AGREE TO ANY SETTLE- 
MENT FOR INFRINGEMENT OF HIS NAME OR USE OF THE COPY- 


INTERNATIONAL ODDITIES, INC. 


1600 BROADWAY, N. Y¥. C. 


and Expositions and all other 


L. Moscowitz,. United States District 


Inc., 


ABOVE BUT WILL PROSECUTE 








trailer for the terp-tutoring estab-| 


| mission, 


is Ada and her’ golf club-nitery field. 


Ford Crane is m.c. and himself a spots throughout the country. 
suf-| only trouble with the acts is to get 


|night, or only one. 


| do is to take her to a country club 
night spot like South Blufi. 


If she 
swims, wants to picnic, pitch horse- 
shoes, play golf, or grab a suntan, 
it’s all there for the price of one ad- 
And around seven there is 
dinner, dancing and a floor show. 
A $5 bill covers the works for a 
couple. 

South Bluff is located about 90 
minutes out of Chicago. It has been 
operated for the past five years by 
William Cosgrove, a pioneer in the 
He has de- 
veloped the innovation to a high 
point of efficiency and entertainment, 
and has set the pace for other — 

is 


’em to leave at the end of their en- 
gagement. They actually beg to be 


rep- tooked at a cut salary just to work 
ertoire of restricted numbers cre-| here. 


As far as the floor show is con- 


For the rest it’s an assortment of/| cerned, it is strictly up to the cus- 
inexpensive fillers, mostly mediocre. | tomers. 


There may be three shows a 
If the weather 
demands, it may be only an im- 
promptu affair among the perform- 
ers. It is quite usual to find three cr 
four additional acts in the show that 
ar? not on the bill, but just present. 


Club itself is composed of three 
rooms, a small casino, a modern 
cocktail bar aud the long main room 
for dining, dancing and the floor 
show. There is a door charge of 25c, 
but no minimum or cover. Dinners 
are $1.50 per. 

Between shows Alice Murphy pre- 
sides over an electric organ to fur- 
nish get-together music and accom- 
paniment for Jessie Garwood, a per- 
sonable chanteuse who has a knack 
of getting the customers sociable. 


Small in number, but long on 
talent is the Margaret Faber chorus 
line of six. This line has worked the 
best night spots and theatres in Chi 
ani the girls have taken this job as 
a vacation, being booked here for a 
month, a record engagement. 
Femmes are young, gocd-looking and 
show results of hard‘ work and train- 
in’ by their change in tempos from 
acrobatic routines to toe ballet work 
and picture numbers and parades. 


Girls do specialties as_ singles, 
doubles and trios, 
Hollywood Sveethearts, seven 


girls, is the orchestra for both dansa- 
pation and the floor show. They also 
come up with ind'-idual bits for 
novelty floor work. 


At the show caught, Tommy Jones 
was m.c. in addition to doing his 
own act. He has vlenty of ability 
both for warbling and monolog de- 
livery. Natalie and Howard are a 
ballroom dance team which comes 
up with a solid adagio routine. Betty 
Robbins is an attractive blonde sou- 
brette who had to beg off. Heat 
Waves were solid with their radio 
impressions, imitations and general 
comedy hokus. Hal. 


HOTEL PIERRE, N. Y. 


Hildegarde, Harold Nagel orches- 
tra (8). 








Succeeding The Hartmans and En- 
ric Madriguera are Hildegarde and 


Harold Nagel’s band. Latter is now 
quite standard at the Pierre, off and 
on, but it’s a first-time for the song- 
stress. Unlike her Raymond Paige 
radio hookup, there are no 99 men 
and a girl atop the 42-story Pierre, 
but Nagel does all right by her with 
his smooth septet. 


Actually Hildegarde requires little 
orchestral assist, what with her own 
effective pianology. She runs a 
gamut of contemporaneous pops, a 
Cuban novelty, a French pot-pourri, 
a yesteryear Viennese medley, some 
Noel Cowardiana and back to pops. 
She is effective all the way and has 
"em wanting more. A_ personable 
cafe performer, she’s mistress of the 
situation. Her ‘tinkle’ song routine 
is a natural for the spot. 


Hildegarde is a very vivid per- 
sonality on any class cafe floor, and 
in a particularly svelte setting here. 
Nagel, who has been an NBC sus- 
tainer, has a smooth dance combina- 
tion. Maestro-violinist at the helm 
reminds of the Jules Lande tech- 
nique at the St. Regis. He knows how 
to mix up the pops with rhumba and 
waltz interludes. Table d’hote dinner 
$3.50; after 10 the couveri is $1 and 
$1.50. Abel. 


FREDDIE’S CAFE 


(CLEVELAND) 





Cleveland, June 24, 
Barbara Long, Fritzie Wick, Texas 


Rockets, Eddie Barnes, Tony Emma’s 
orch, 








As one of the town’s two major 
spots with a cooling system, Freddie 


, Meyer’s cellar is sailing through the 


dog-days by simply dropping high- 


budgeted comedy turns and doubling 





} 


(Continued on page 45) 





Books Via Air 


Dallas, June 27. 


Jerry Johnson, of Johnson-Foster, 
booking firm, has solved the ques- 
tion of how to cover the vast south- 
west, 

He has bought a plane. 








Showboat Cruises 
From Detroit Start 


Detroit, June 27. 

Reviving showboat cruises of re- 
cent years, Steamer-Put-in-Bay last 
week started its first jaunt to Tash- 
moo Park with George Kavanaugh’s 
band providing music for dancing 
and the floor show. Strolling enter- 
tainers also being highlighted. 

Ship leaves Detroit at 9 p.m. Sat- 
urdays, disembarks passengers at 
Tashmoo for hour’s dancing there, 





ing and floor show on return also. 


2 CLEVE. CAFES 
LOSE RUM OK’S 


Cleveland, June 27. 

Two of the town’s swankiest nite- 
ries, the Ohio Villa and the Mound 
Club, have had their applications 
for liquor license renewals turned 
down. Reason given for the action 
by the state’s liquor director, Harry 
M. Smith, involves alleged gaming 
in the two spots. 

Two of Smith’s inspectors testified 
that not only did the Ohio Villa ex- 
hibit slot machines, contrary to reg- 
ulations, but that on June 10 they 
were refused admittance to a inner 
room of the club on the ground that 
it was a private resort. Mounds Club 
was cited as not being a bona fide 
club but an exclusive gaming spot 
for white ties and silk toppers. 

Both places have filed formal ap- 
plications of appeal, charging ‘gross 
abuse of discretion’ on Taylor’s part. 


PHILLY SEEKS TO LURE 
GOP, DEM. CONCLAVES 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

Philly nitery, hotel and amuse- 
ment men, still in the throes of a 
weak attempt to induce New York 
Fair visitors to stop off in the Quak- 
er City, are being asked to sign 
pledges of financial aid to bring both 
the Republican and Democratic Na- 
tional conventions here in 1940. 

About $500,000 must be subscribed 
to even give the town a chance at 
grabbing the party meets. Nitery 
and amusement men are hopping in 
with their pledges, though, in mem- 
ory of what the Democratic conven- 
tion did for the city in 1936. It was 
just one long jamboree, with the 
Federal Reserve Bank figuring it 
a almost $10,000,000 in the 
city. 

















LYRIC, INDPLS. 
FOLDS JULY 6 


Indianapolis, June 27. 








| 


Interrupting a string of consecu.- 
tive stage shows that has been un. 
broken for almost six years, Charlie 
Olson’s vaudfilm Lyric closes for an 


because the stagehands’ union (Local 
30, IATSE) has notified the manage. 
ment it will withdraw its men from 
the house on that date. 

The strike order followed the the- 
atre management’s refusal to agree 
to pay the union’s demands for a 


| new wage scale of $60.50 a week per 


man for the forthcoming season. 
The house employs eight stagehands 
who work on split shifts. One crew 
works matinees and the other at night 
shows. The present scale is $55.50 
a week. 
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Tailors to Americans 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77 Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, W. 1. 














“Heart of the Loop” 


BREVOORT HOTEL 


Madison, east of LaSalle, Chicago 


Special Theatrical Rates 


























Saville Row Coming to Fifth Avenue 


LORD & STEWART 


Ask Harry Richman; Ben Bernie; Gracie Fields; Dick 
Henry; Earl Bailey; Irwin Dash; Abe Lyman; ‘Fats’ 
Waller; Robinson and Martin; Ross and Stone; Gali- 
Gali; Irving Tishman; Wiere Brothers; Vic Oliver; 
Afrique; Ross and Bennet; Stone and Lee. 


WHO THEY ARE AND WHAT THEY DO 


WATCH FOR NEXT WEEK’S ANNOUNCEMENT 




















| AMES and ARNO 
week of June 22, STATE, NEW YORK 














OPENING JULY 3rd with Ben Bernie at the 
| ASTOR HOTEL, ROOF, NEW YORK 


DIRECTION M.C.A. 
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ROXY, ATLANTA 
TO AGAIN TRY 
NAME VAUDE 








Atlanta, June 27. 
Roxy theatre goes dark tomorrow 
(Wednesday) until fall. House, an | 
indie, formerly the Georgia agony 
Lucas & Jenkins, Inc., banner, re- | 





and dropped flesh when weather be- | 
gan to get warm, turning to double | 
features, which failed to attract. 


Roxy had a 16-girl Gae Foster line | 
and booked four acts to work into 
femme routines, specializing in 
names. Gross was fine as long as 


vaude policy was maintained, but 
biz skidded with straight pix policy. 

M. J. Baranco, managing director, 
is off to New York this week to line 
up shows for his reopening in fall. 
He expects to book name bands. A 
$30,000 cooling system has just been 
installed and extensive improve- 
ments made backstage. 

Attempts to operate house on 
straight pic policy proved suicidal 
because of poor quality product 
available to any indie here, Loew’s 
having Metro and UA output sewed 
up, Lucas & Jenkins getting choice 
of 20th-Fox, Warner, Paramount and 
Universal for its Fox, Paramount 
and Capitol; and Rialto being outlet 
for Columbia. 


NELSON DIES IN CHAIR 
FOR INSURANCE KILLING 


Reidsville, Ga., June 27. 
Protesting his innocence to the 
last, Harvey Nelson, operator of 
roadhouse near Waycross, Ga., died 
in the electric chair at Georgia state 


prison here Friday (23) for murder 
of his son, J. C. Nelson, 12. 

At his trial Nelson told Ware 
county jury that he and two wait- 
resses at his nitery plotted his son’s 
death to collect insurance, two girls 
drawing straws to determine which 
would kill the lad. He declared that 
Ve:na Mae Fowler, 20-year-old 
blonde, drew short straw and slew 
him. Girl, now serving life term for 
her part in slaying, testified Nelson 
killed his son. 

Just before his execution Nelson 
said he ‘did not know’ what 
prompted him to tell story of draw- 
ing of straws and stated that boy’s 
death, was ‘all an accident.’ 


Yank Acts Irked By 
Brazil’s New Levy 


A new 8% income tax, based on 
the gross, is a new rap in Brazil 
about which American acts, just 
back from engagements at the vari- 
Ous casinos in Rio de Janeiro, are 
Squawking. The new legislation was 
put into effect suddenly, and incom- 
ing acts found themselves pared 8% 
of every dollar, with no deductions 
for expenses, as is done in England. 

This is the beginning of the win- 
ter season in South America and a 


flock of acts are set to sail next 
month, 

















Padula’s Status 


Philadelphia, June 27. 
Anchorage Inn and its proprietor. 
Arthur H. Padula, are off the na- 
tional unfair list of the American 
Federation of Musicians, Fred H. 
rnbach, secretary, said last week. 
Man and place remain, however, on 
the local list although it is under- 
stood that the Philly AFM unit has 
agreed to remove them if Padula 
will consent to having his spot re- 
Classified from B to A. He won't. 
Meantime, Padula is continuing 
with a non-union band. 








Dwight Fiske to Frisco 


Dwight Fiske shifts from the 
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Briskman Sets Burley 
For Century, Brooklyn 


Shuttered for the past three 
months, the Century, Brooklyn, will 
relight early in July with burlesque. 
House has been leased by Sam Brisk- 
man, who will also continue at the 
Continental, N. Y., with stock bur- 
ley. He contemplates similar policy 
in his new spot. Eddie uynch will 
produce, 








R. C. Singers in Opera 








Theatre, in the Bushwick section 
.f Brooklyn, was originall; Teller’s 


Shubert, used for legit road shows, | performance of ‘Rigoletto’ at the 


Later became known as the Century 


when converted for burley by Ray- | Josephine Antoine, Met coloratura, 
opened as vaudfilmer six months ago | mond Bros., who at present are run- | Will sing Gilda. 


ning the Star in downtown Brooklyn. 
N. T. G. was the last occupant, hold- 
ing the lease a short time last spring. 
Briskman’s last venture in Brooklyn 
was burley at the Oxford a few 
years ago. 


Issue Seen On 


Benefits Due To 
Inquiry of AFA 


Matter of benefits may become an 
issue in actor-artist circles as the re- 
sult of the investigation of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, which re- 
sulted in charges that the funds from 
such sources were not properly ad- 
ministered. All benefit perform- 
ances are regulated by Theatre Au- 
thority. 

It’s not intimated that such regu- 
lation has been faulty, though some 
unfavorable criticism has been voiced 
by actors who have been frequent 
participants in charity shows. 
There’s no doubt that since the TA 
started functioning, many abuses 
have been corrected. However, it’s 
claimed that despite the close watch 
of the numberless sponsors of bene- 
fits, some phony benefits still crop 
up. 
Suggested that a board be formed 
to pass on benefits, to be composed 
of representatives of the actor-artist 
unions whose members make such 
performances possible. Such a board 
would hardly include the musicians 
and stagehands, whose members 
must be paid when working at bene- 
fits. 

Aside from the fact that perform- 
ers are the only participants not 
paid for benefits, except the com- 
mittees that strive for such affairs, 
there’s no doubt but that the vari- 
ous stage charities have benefited 
from the activities of the TA. Some 
detractors say the amounts dis- 
tributed to the Actors Fund, Stage 
Relief Fund and the three theatrical 
guilds do not amount to much; yet, 
it’s money that such relief units 
never before secured. 

Under the rules 15% of the gross 
for benefits is collected by TA and 
distributed to the charity funds of 
the organizations. Where the play- 
ers are paid for such appearances, 
the percentage does not apply but 
it’s the duty of the TA to see that 
such renumeration is bona fide. 
When the proceeds are turned over 
to the relief organizations, it is with 
the stipulation that it’s to be used 
for relief purposes only and none 
is to be applied for administration. 

TA has quarters with the Actors 
Fund. World Telegram, N. Y., in its 
story about the rumpus at the AFA 
open meeting last week, mistakenly 
placed the Fund in the headline. 
That brought immediate protest 
from the Fund directors. An apol- 
ogy was printed the following day. 


BANDITS SNARE $21,000 














Cincinnati, June 27. 

Bandits, reported to police as be- 
ing part of a Detroit mob, got $11,- 
000 Monday (26) morning at Bev- 
erly Hills, swank nitery back of 
Newport, Ky., opposite Cincinnati, 
and $10,000 Sunday (25) night from 
Midwest Sports Service, Inc., con- 
cessionaires at Crosley Field, home 
of the Reds ball club. 

At Beverly Hills, two men held up 
Mrs. Catherine Easton, bookkeeper, 





Sherry Netherland, N. Y., Aug. 1, 
to the Coast. He opens at the Mark 
Hopkins hotel, San Francisco, Aug. 
26, thence possibly into Marcel La- 
maze’s Hollywood nitery. 

Due back at the S-N, his regular 
New York stopover, in the fall. 








in the second-floor office. Accord- 
ing to descriptions, they were in 


j 
| 
} 


| the trio that did the ball park job, | 
'emptying the concession firm’s office | 


|safe after forcing 11 employees, in- 
jones two women, into a small 
room, 


FROM CAFE, BALL PARK 


Robert Weede and Jan Peerce, 
Radio City baritone and tenor, re- 
spectively, have been signed for a, 


Cincinnati Zoo Opera on July 3. 





FT. WORTH CASA OPENS 
WITH BOLGER, LANGFORD 


Fort Worth, June 27. 
Ray Bolger, Frances Langford, and 
Russ Morgan’s orchestra will be fea- 





AA’S PROBE REVEALS LONG-MOUNTING — 
OPPOSITION TO WHITEHEAD IN AFA 





Cantor, Keating Among Those Seeking Resignation 
of Sophie Tucker as Prez, Feeling She’s Innocently 
Involved—‘Ferrets’ Anti-Administration Program 


ee 








tured on opening week’s bill at the 


and his chow and two other acts will 
be presented. Kenny Baker, sched- 
|uled to star the opening week, was 
| delayed by film work but he'll be 
brought in for the second week. 
The William Morris Agency is 
producing the show in cooperation 
with a committee of local men, with 
the Chamber of Commerce behind 
the project. Lauretta Jefferson, 
dance director, and Carlton Winck- 
ler, technician, are co-producers. 
Hyman Maurice will direct the loca] 
orchestra playing for the show. 


State, Hartford, In 
Aug. Vaude Return 


Hartford, June 27, 

Tentative plans call for the return 
of vaude to the State theatre on 
either Aug. 15 or 29. 

House dropped flesh the last week 
of May, playing pictures two days 
(Saturday and Sunday) until it 
shuttered Sunday night (25). 


Buffalo Cafes Probed 











Buffalo, June 27. 
Buffalo niteries are under investi- 


following complaints of 
clothed dancers in floor shows. 

Reports of nude dancing were sub- 
mitted to the Authority following 
investigation of 20 local floor shows 
by Rev. George W. Cooke, crusading 
Methodist minister. 


Jack Bonney to Europe 


Jack Bonney, the theatrical law- 
yer, sails July 1 for Europe. Will 
include Spain along with France and 
England. 

On his travels Bonney usually has 
an eye open for importable theatrical 
novelties either for himself or 
clients. 








vv 


Ferrets Explain 





Insurgent group in the Amer- 
ican Federation of Actors, call- 
ing themselves ‘The Ferrets,’ 
state that the name has no con- 
nection with the defunct vaude 
union, White Rats. 

Explain that the title has only 
modern connotations and add 
that ferrets are small, lively an- 
imals commonly employed to 
exterminate rats, 








Casa Manana, here, starting July 21. | 
Gomez and Winona, Bob Williams | 


After Nudity Squawks 


gation by the State Liquor Authority 
scantily 





BUSKING VAUDE 
TROUPES FIND 
IT TOUGHER 


Chicago, June 27. 

Tearful business of the past eight 
weeks has brought heartaches to the 
busking vaude troupes that formerly 
eked out an existence playing one- 
day stands in the whistle-stops of the 
midwest. It’s show business at its 
lowest level. 

Traveling in antique gas-buggies, 
there have been troupes trying to 
play at show business by jumping 
as much as 700 miles to fill a Sunday 
grind in a 300-seater at 50-50 or, if 
they’re lucky, $100 or $125 flat. 
While a date may have been set for 
$100, units frequently don’t get it if 
the house fails to garner enough 
coin. 

Units are usually made up of a 
comedy talking act, a novelty turn, 
maybe six girls who double as 
warblers and specialty workers and 
a three or four-piece instrumental 
turn that handles all the music. If 
the show is ‘pretentious,’ it may have 
a single hanging piece for ‘produc- 
tion,’ 





3 Days a Career 


Playing three days in one house is 
a career and 10 days’ work in two 
weeks is a route. When things got 
really tough a few years ago, many 
performers thought they could con- 
tinue in the businéss by playing in 
this type of show. But a few weeks 
convinced them otherwise. People 
in these busking units are perform- 
ers who can’t do anything else, and 
youngsters who are laboring under 





the illusion that this is show business 
and that right around the corner is 
the Big Time. , 





4 Nitery Permits Revoked in Philly, 
15 Suspended in Rum Board Probe 





Philadelphia, June 27. 

Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board last week revoked the license 
of Benny the Bum’s and three other 
spots and temporarily suspended 
the right to do business of 15 of the 
city’s leading niteries. Decisions on 
additional hearings of booze viola- 
tions are expected to be handed 
down this week. 

Effective date for the majority of 
the revocations and suspensions was 
yesterday (Monday), but all except 
one of the spots continued operation 
as usual this week. They took ap- 
peals either to Quarter Sessions 
court or to the control board, which 
action automatically stayed the 
license lifting until another hearing 
is held. 

In lieu of closing up a nitery when 
a suspension is ordered on a first of- 
fense, the liquor board may accept 
a monetary offer in compromise. 
That was done in the case of the 
Hotel Adelphia, which paid $500 yes- 
terday on a 30-day suspension. No 
appeal was taken, either, by the 
Hotel Senator, whose license was 
suspended for 60 days, inasmuch as 








ready to close the nitery for the 
summer, 

In the Benny the Bum’s decision 
the board ruled that he had sold 
liquor on Sunday, permitted gam- 
bling and had provided improper 
entertainment, Benjamin Fogelman, 
the operator, had his license sus- 
pended nine months ago, but paid a 
$200 compromise, ; 

Other revocations were Hilde- 
brand’s Rathskeller,. abe: with 
Sunday sales, permittin ing and 
entertainment during illegal hours 
and ‘lewd and immoral entertain- 
ment’; Little Harlem Cafe, charged 
with allowing consumption of rum 
off the premises, and Streets of Paris, 
Sunday sales and sales to minors. 

Suspensions ordered, all for Sun- 
day sales, were the Adelphia hotel, 
30 days; 1523 Club, 60 days; Embassy, 
90 days; 21 Club, 90 days; Club 15, 
60 days; Hotel Senator, 60 days; 
Little Rathskeller, 90 days; Ever- 
green Casino, 90 days; Club Morocco, 
60 days; 20th Century, 90 days; Lati- 
mer Club, 90 days; Lexington Casino, 
60 days; Dutkin’s Rathskeller, 90 
days; Cadillac Tavern, 60 days, and 


operator Irving Wolf was just about’ Yacht Club, 60 days. 





The affairs of the American Fed- 
eration of Actors became more 
tangled than ever during the last 
week. The controversy with the pa- 
rent organization, the Associated Ac- 
tors and Artists of America, increased 
in bitterness as they neared a show- 
down in New York, while the 
union’s legal complications grew and 
strife within the membership devel- 
oped into a well-organized rebellion. 

However, two facts became in- 
creasingly clear. One was that 
friends and admirers of Sophie Tuck- 
er, AFA president, both within the 
union and among officials and mem- 
bers of the Four A’s and affiliate 
groups, are determined to disasso- 
ciate her from the growing storm of 
criticism against the organization’s 
administration. The other was that 
there has long been a steadily rising 
groundswell of opposition to execu- 
tive-secretary Ralph Whitehead, 
which the present squabble brought 
to a head. 

Meanwhile, the Four A’s charges, 
which precipitated the whole furor, 
is proceeding toward the scheduled 
trial July 10. Despite AFA’s claim 
that the parent group is without 
power to hold such a hearing, an 
impartial trial board of 24 members 
has been named and ‘both sides are 
readying their cases. Four A’s board 
will meet tomorrow (Thursday) to 
hear arguments by the AFA attor- 
ney for a complete bill of particulars 
of the charges against the union. 

A final decision in the case is like- 
ly to require more than a month, 
since it may take several weeks to 
hear the mass of evidence on both 
sides, after which the trial board 
may deliberate for some time. Hear- 
ings will probably be closed to the 
public. Also figured certain that the 
Four A’s will refuse AFA requests 
for an arbiter appointed by William 


(Continued on page 47) 


COCKT AILERIES 
SOCK CAFES 
IN NO. 


New Orleans, June 27, 

The Nut Club left the ranks of 
‘night clubs’ and joined that of the 
cocktail lounges here Saturday (24), 
eliminating its usual seven-act floor 
show. Floor show release in ac- 
cordance with summer slump. Man- 
agement will use coin usually paid 
out for show to remodel the club in 
preparation for fall business. Pinky 
Gerbrecht orchestra continues. 

Nut Club’s curtailment tells the 
story of night club biz here. The 
Vieux Carre, formerly well known 
for its gay night spots of fine enter- 
tainment, is entering into a summer 
of dim financial prospects following 
an unusually slim winter. 

Observers see the numerous cock- 
tail lotinges as possibly the reason 
for the poor condition of the nitery 
business, Cocktail spots can get by 
much better on three or four-piece 
musical units than the larger outfits 
with floor shows. 

The city’s top night club is the 
Hawaiian Blue Room of the Roose- 
velt hotel, one of the few in town 
doing biz. The spot imports first- 
class talent in both bands and floor 
shows. 

This, so far, is just about the worst 
summer in the history of the busi- 
ness here. 











San Antonio Fold 


San Antonio, June 27. 

The Gleam Dinner Club closing 
for the summer, with J. N. Crasil- 
neck off to New York shortly to line 
up shows for the fall..season. 

Newest nitery addition to the 
Alamo City is the Kit Kat Club, 
formerly the Blue Willow Inn, 10 
miles from city limits. Richard J. 
Jones is manager. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 





Erno Rapee symph, Richard 
Leibert,, Leonidoff presentation with 
Marie Grimaldi, Ballet, Jan Peerce, 
Joe Jackson, Glee Club, Rockettes; 
also newsreel, March of Time and 
‘Good Girls Go to Paris’ (Col), re- 
viewed in this issue. 








No question about Radio City Music 
Hall being a prime must-see with the 
Fair visitors. Judging by the $1.65 
loge reservationists, there must be 
a ritz tourist trade in town, although 
—from the typically scornful New 
York attitude—some of the audible 
word-of-mouth is basically corny. 


No question about the Rockettes 
being more than a casual wow in | 
themselves. The air of audible ex- 
pectancy evidences an unusual hin- 
terland renown, and when they 
whammed ’em with their sureare | 
*Wooden Soldiers’ routine, the visitors | 
well-nigh fell off the balcony. The | 
ohs and ahs on the general flash and 
impressiveness of the Music Hall 
presentations is a trailer which man- 
ating director W. G. Van Schmus | 
should interpret into ‘nestimable | 
value in the future for the beauteous 
Hall. 


Erno Rapee, alternating with Frank 
Nowicki and Jules Silver, alternates 
a medley of three ‘Concert Favorites’ 


| 


as the symph overture this week—a | 


polka by Weinberger (Czech), Mas- 
senet’s Meditation from ‘Thais’ (fea- 
tures Jacques Gasselin’s effective 
violin solo) and Berlioz’s ‘Rakoczy 
March.’ 


The Leonidoff presentation, ‘A 
Summer’s Day,’ reprises ‘The Water 
Lily,’ effectively, done on an in- 
clined mirror, and reflecting Marie 
Grimaldi’s plastic toe artistry, plus 
the supporting ballet, so well primed 
by Fiorence Rogge, their director. 


Maurice Baron and Albert Still- 
man fashioned some amusing ‘Hobo 
Convention’ lyrics for the Walking 
Delegates. The Glee Club (William 
Reid, director,) are the hoboes, also 
reviving that box-car set for the exit. 
Jan Peerce clicks here with a corny, 
but commercial, ‘Bluebird of Happi- 
ness’ pop, including one of those 
Lewis-and-Young patter ‘pomes.’ 
However, they eat it up. 

This segues into Joe Jackson’s 
tramp bike stuff, seemingly new to 
half of ’°em and fondly—nay, senti- 
mentally and _ enthusiastically—re- 
called by another 50%, judging by 
the word-of-mouth. VY"hile Jackson 
has extended his panto, and by some 
standards exceeds h:s running time, 
there’s no disputing the whammo 
results. The Austrian panto come- 
dian, who’s been around the varie- 
ties well over a quart_r of a cen- 
tury, is as surefire as ever, regard- 
less of the copyists, including his 
own adopted son, seen at the Music 
Hall not so long ago. Latter is do- 
ing a road company of Jackson’s 
stuff. 

The program heralds him as hav- 
ing been abroad this past year. He 
was seen at the Savoy hotel (Lon- 
don) show by this reporter last July, 
before a guinea-dinner audience at 
Eric Wollheim’s spot, but whether 
in closeup, in a class dining room, 
or in the mammoth Hall, Jackson is 
eaually commercial. 

The Rockettes’ ‘Parade of the 
Wooden Soldiers’ finales and leaves 
em limp. Biz looked over-capacity 
last show Friday night. Abel. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 





San Francisco, June 22. 
Kay Kyser orchestra with Ginny 
Simms, Harry Babbitt, Sully Mason, 
«) Mervin Bogue; ‘Big Town Czar’ 





Playing his first local engagement 
since he made his initial click at the 
Bal Tabarin several years ago, Kay 
Kyser and his band are going big at 
the Golden Gate this week. Radio 
popularity of the Kyser ‘College of 
Musical Knowledge’ is largely re- 
sponsible for the heavy business at 
the boxoffice. 

Warmly received from the moment 
the curtain rises, Kyser and his mu- 
sicians and singers more than live up 
to expectations. The band opens 
with ‘Angels Sing,’ following with 
‘Limehouse Blues,’ to which the audi- 
ence added some rhythmie clapping 
at Kyser’s suggestion. 

Ginny Simms, becomingly gowned 
in d2ep blue, in harmony with the 
lighter blue shades worn by the band 
men and in the stage setting, scores 
with her singing of ‘Don’t Worry 
"Bout Me’ and other numbers. Well 
liked also were Harry Babbitt, Sully 
Mason and Mervin Bogue (Ish Ka- 
bibble), the latter getting lots of 
aughs with his dead-pan and un- 
musical monotone. High spots are 
Hi Yo, Silver,” in which Kyser 
clowns with a 10-gallon hat and toy 
pistols, and ‘Three Little Fishies,’ 
sung by Babbitt, Miss Simms, Mason 
and Bogue, with Kyser’s aid. Band’s 
arrangements are smart, not over- 
done. cleverly conceived to achieve 
a varicty of combinations, and exe- 
cuted with zest and sparkle by the 
musicians. 

A pistol shot behind the curtain 
neatly disposed of a seventh contest- 
ant who demanded a place in line 
when Kyser opened his ‘college.’ It 
was a nifty gag. The quiz consisted 
of two preliminary rounds and a 
final round. However, the three 

participants in the second round, two 
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Ithe final round, in the judges’ opin- 


girls and a man, knew so many cor- 
rect answers that they tied, forcing 
Kyser to resort to emergency lists of 
questions. It was the first time, Ky- 
ser declared, that three contestants 
had had perfect scores. Winner of 


ion, was the finalist from round one, 
but because of the many extra ques- 
tions the round two winner had had 
to answer to compete in the finals, 





Kyser awarded both finalists a $5 

prize, and gave the other two con- 

testants in the second round —_ 
ilt. 
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CHICAGO 


Chicago, June 24. 
Phil Spitalny orchestra with 
Maxine, Evelyn, Ginger 
Three Little Words; 
‘Invitation to Happiness’ (Par). 





Phil Spitalny’s orchestra prasnenly 
its | 


guarantees business following 
great build-up on the airlanes. And 
there is no question of its entertain- 
ment ability. Following four weeks 
in the hoity Drake hotel, it has 


| moved into this ace midwest house to 


deliver a full stage presentation that 
has the audience spanking its mitts 
throughout. 


Band is a splendid flash with that 
flock of gals stretched across the 
stage and makes a great novelty set- 
up for any theatre. But beyond that 
the femmes have musical ability and 
can deliver both pop swingeroo and 
top classic stuff with the same sure- 
firedness. They hop from Liszt's 
‘Hungarian Rhapsody’ to ‘Old Man 
Mose,’ and the results on both are 
highly acceptable. 


Three Little Words make a neat- 
looking trio for novelty vocalizing, 
while Maxine gets by in her war- 
bling. Ginger Harmon is the jitter- 
bug songstress and clicks easily. 
Evelyn goes big, too, with her fiddle 


virtuosity. ; 

Only outsider is Louis DaPron, 
splendid young tapster, who also ap- 
neared with the band at the Drake. 





Sold quickly on appearance, DaPron 
makes good with his hoofing, coming 
through with two excellent tap rou- 
tines. 

Spitalny band is lifting gross to 
the finest here in a long while, with 
business brisk at the show caught 
late Friday (23). Gold. 








ORPHEUM, MPLS. 


Minneapolis, June 24. 


Bob Hope, 12 Aristocrats, George 
& Jack Dormonde, Catherine West- 











Jerry Colonna, house orch (12); 
‘Kokomo’ (WB). 
Current array has everything 


needed for boxoffice and audience 


enjoyment. There’s the name in 
Bob Hope (New Acts), abundant 
comedy, diversity and novelty. Nary 


an act lacks distinctiveness. 


While played in front of a locally 
recruited band and with Hope 
m.c.ing, the show’s still vaudeville, 
rather than a unit presentation. As 
for Hope, besides being master of 
ceremonies, he’s in and out of the 
show with vocal and comic contribu- 
tions and is right up to form. 


Brought on to the strains of 
‘Thanks for the Meraory” and getting 
a heavy hand, Hope loses no time in 
establishing chummy relations. He 
nifties some comedy lyrics for 
‘Lady’s in Love’ and then goes into 
. monologue that unloads gags rapid- 

re. 


In introducing the acts, Hope 
doesn’t oversell. Opener is the 12 
Aristocrats, six men and six girls, 
all nice lookers and personable. They 
click with precision tap and acro- 
batic dancing and some ballroom- 
ology. They’re on again next to 
closing for a waltz adagio with two 
of the men tossing each of the girls 
across the stage into the arms of the 
four other youths. It’s a new slant 
on a dancing chorus and impressive. 


After a brief bit of stepping him- 
self, Hope engages in some effective 
comedy business with Marion Bailer, 
a sister-in-law. This paves the way 
for George and Jack Dormonde, 
comed, unicyclists. George does a 
drunk that has ’em gasping. Wind- 
ing pp with a two-man polo game on 
the unicycles, the pair stops the 
show. Catherine Westfield follows 
wit. her marionettes. This is a dif- 
ferent and exceedingly cl-ver turn, 
for Miss Westfield works right along 
~-ith the marionettes herself, manip- 
ulating the strings and going through 
parts of) the :routines. She has a 
rhumba terper ,an ‘Alice Blue Gown’ 
dancer,’ a. jitterbug and ‘Donald 
Duck’ or roller skates. 

Dolores Reed (Mrs. Hope) puts 
over several songs in a h y voice. 
Hope stooges for her. Jerry Colon- 
Na comes on late for his own style 
of comedy, with the high-pitched 
voice and nonsensical observations 
that have made him an outstanding 
radio comic standing him in good 
stead. He gives novel comedy ren- 
ditions of several songs, including 
‘Sonny Boy,’ and di.corrses unintel- 
ligibly om swing to the customers’ 
amusement. Then he and Hope do a 
variation of the comedy skit of the 
cheap hotel clerk and guest, long a 
burlesque standby. 

House well-filled 
show Friday (23). 





at the qqpeomee 
es. 





Harmon, | 
Louis DaPron; | 


| band, mainly, as box office supports 





field, Dolores Reed, Marion Bailer, 


STATE, N. Y. 


Bert Wheeler with Hank Ladd and | 
Francetta, Ames and Arno, Red | 
Nichols orchestra. Six Antaleks; 





, ‘Union Pacific’ (Pav). | 


= | 





Wednesday, June 28, 1939 








| town in months and makes straight 


imitation of Charles Boyer in ‘Al- 
giers,’ done to ‘some of that slimy 
music.’ a perfect contrast. Finishes 
sock tapping while juggling sticks. 
Two more gals announce Owen 
McGiveney, who takes bow and falls 
back as scrim comes down to ailow 


..| @laborate trailer to explain back- 

Bert Wheeler heads a four-unit| ground of his ‘Oliver Twist’ sketch 
layout here in an offering that isn't | 
sockeroo, but is entertaining for the 


entire distance. Wheeler’s at his best. view of the audience ‘to 


and point out that this time his 
changes of costume will be done in 
rove con- 


He’s aided by three others he carries,  clusively that he plays all the char- 
Han!. Ladd, Francetta and an un- acters himself, a fact do-bted even 


billed acrobat. 
The show runs slightly under an 


| hour, due to the lengthy film, ‘Union 
| Pacific, which was pushed to four 
| weeks on its initial Broadwav_ en- 


gagement at the Paramount. Thus, 
it has eaten up a lot of customers 
there and may not get the full ben- 
efit of an average second-run date, 
with Wheeler and the Red Nichols 


against such deficiency. Opening was 
sturdy and the Friday business, 
when caught, holding up well. 


Bill gets away with the Six Anta- 
leks, moves to Ames and Arno, who 
add to the comedy content, takes on 
Wheeler for next to olosing and 
comes down the stretch with Nichols. 
Latter has an appreciable following, 
being a pioneer in swing, and ably 
adds to Wheeler's pull in bringing 
"em in. 

Partner for years of the late Bob 
Woolsey on stage and screen extends 
himself to 23 minutes, but is up to 
such a route assignment. The vet 
fails to tire at any stage of the 
running and strongly suggests that 
he might be a good bet for an air 

rogram. 

" The act is now new, but freshened 
up, with Ladd doing the assistant 
house manager gag as a basis for 
talk, jokes and clowning anent front 
house squawks concerning Wheeler’s 
turn. It’s surefire for laughs and 
novelty. One of the gags concerning 
perfume is a bit on the subtly bluish 
side, but skins through. 

Francetta, the toughie typ works 
into the routine smoothly, strength- 
ening the four-person act. Among 
other things, she figures in the only 
singing in which Wheeler indulges 
and that’s mainly as an excuse for 
interruptions by the unbilled acro- 
bat. For a smartly amusing finish, 
Wheeler gets close to the mike to 
speak confidential-like to the audi- 
ence concerning the three people in 
his offering, how he’s hamstrung and 
his troubles with them. This runs 
some six minutes, but all of it’s 
good stuff and very nearly stops 
the show. . : 

Nichols isn’t on so long with his 
band and soloists, doing 15 minutes. 
Aside from the blowoff, ‘Bugle Call 
Rag,’ in which thunderous brass 
nearly tears the ears off, the band 
is good. There is no excuse, how- 
ever, for that final number with its 
noise and its length. Eleven-piece 
organization is mostly brass, with 
drums and piano at left of stage 
scmewhat by themselves. It’s a dif- 
ferent setting from most. : 

Specialists are Pearl Robbins, toe 
tap dancer, who’s quite clever, and 
Bill Darnell, song stylist. Latter is 
fair on his first number, better on his 
second, a clever arranvement of a 
recent pop. He has a decidedly dif- 
ferent style, but could sell himself 
more vigorously, among other things 
looking up from the mike more often. 

Ames and Arno are being held to 
eight minutes with their roustabout 
comedy and hoke, while the opening 
Antaleks are also doing eight. Perch 
turn is one of the neatest of its kind 
with its four women ard two —_ 

ar. 


EARLE, WASH. 


Washington, June 24. 
Houston & Harden, Billy Rayes, 
Owen McGiveney, Coon Creek Girls 
and Roxyettes (16). 








Talent and variety run riot in this 
one. Four solid specialties involve 
warble duet, juggling, hillbillying 
and quick-change drama, but it’s the 
house line again that walks off with 
the honors. Gals, who sing, hoof, an- 
nounce, pose and back up entire 
show, as usual, take over the last 10 
minutes in ‘Roxyette Cavalcade’—a 
lighting round-up of their best nine 
routines, including everything from 
stilts to bicycles—and score mightily. 

Show opens on country field set 
with trio of line gals, in glorified 
fisherboy costumes, warbling ‘Three 
Little Fishies.” Rest of line trucks 
on for chorus and swell rhythm pan- 
tomime, Girls group around butt 
end of big fishing pole and drag 
Houston and Harden out of wings. 
Attractive boy and girl in evening 
clothes vocalize ‘Donkey Serenade’ 
and ‘Gianina Mia’ in strong soprano 
and tenor for good reception. Eight 
gals appear in Gay Nineties garb to 
back up ‘Girl on the Police Gazette,’ 
in which Houston and Harden use 
derby, mustache and ostrich plume 
hat and click nicely on both vocal 
and hoofing ends. 

Two gals in striking scarlet split- 
skirt gowns announce Billy Rayes 
and white-tied Englishman strolls on 
to tell about his experience ‘coming 
over on the boat,’ and nonchalantly 
juggle his top hat. He gets ‘em im- 
mediately and holds ’em through six 
minutes of steady chatter and ball 
tossing, unusual twist being his 
working of ball stuff into gags via 
‘this is how Garbo would juggle’ 
methods. Patter is freshest to hit 








| 


by some of the press.’ Act, old stuff 
here, is revitalized by using small 
set and spotting his lightning changes 
just outside of exits. They are done 


| with aid of two assistants covered 


| 


it’s 


| 


|and a bass fiddle. 





head-to-foot in black. If anything, 
more amazing when it’s done 
openly. 

Four gals in hayseed costume in- 
troduce Coon Creck Girls as ‘from 
the White House to the Earle thea- 
tre.” Four billies in red gingham 
amble out with two guitars, a banjo 
Their lyrics are 
completely lost, but rnythm, yodel- 
ing and switching of instruments 
puts ’em across as well as any ‘moun- 
tain’ act of the season. Gags a la 
‘tear the house down if you want to, 
it don’t belong to us no how’ are 
just plentiful enough to score with- 
out overdoing it. 

It’s the house line from here on. 
Gals work alternately in sets of 
eight, routines including’ snare 
drums, stilts, megaphones, foils, 
rifles, bouncing balls, bicycles, three- 
foot solid wooden balls and ladders, 

Biz oke: Craig. 


FOX, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, June 23. 
Tommy Riggs, Lynn, Boyce & 
Vanya, Saul Grauman & Co. (5), 
Rachel Carley, Raymond Wilbert, 
Adolph Kornspan house band; Su- 
sannah’ (20th). 








Turni from both name bands 
and Hollywood personal appear- 
ances, either or both of which are 
practically musts on any Fox bill, 
show this week is a rather mild 
offering. It’s not bad entertainment 
for family trade but for the semi- 
sophisticated Fox audience, it’s 
slightly off. Undistinguished show 
with lack of any real name to pull 
‘em in is, of course, a budgetary 
move in line with the summer re- 
cession. 

_Two radio names are given top 
billing, Tommy Riggs, first, and 
Rachel Carley, second. Riggs has 
been here before and repeats his 
radio specialty of a twoway conver- 
sation with Betty Lou, imaginary 
kid. It’s similar to any ventrilo- 
quism routine except that Riggs 
doesn’t have a dummy on his lap 
and makes no attempt to keep his 
lips from moving, which is in line 
with the radio origin of the act. 

His material is somewhat better 
than that of earlier appearances 
here, but still in need of plenty 
hypo. Betty Lou has nothing re- 
sembling the socko lines of Edgar 
Bergen’s McCarthy or Fanny Brice’s 
Baby Snooks. Riggs closes with 
Betty Lou chirping ‘Sir Echo’ and 
then does ‘Jeepers Creepers,’ alter- 
nating voices between himself and 
the imaginary stooge. It’s okay. 

Lynn, Boyce and Vanya, slapstick 
ballroom terpers, hold the runner- 
up position for attention. Two men 
and a girl, working in evening 
clothes, start innocently enough with 
standard, smooth hoofery. However, 
they soon miss cues, colliding, etc. 
It’s considerably better than ordin- 
ary, however, for in the knockabout 
are contained plenty of nifty lifts 
and spins that could qualify the trio 
for straight terp routines any- 
where. 

Saul Grauman & Co., giving a 
demonstration of Grauman’s own 
device, musical stairs, is interesting. 
It consists of electrically-operated 
bells rung in tunes by the action of 
four gals dancing on a long flight of 
steps, to which are connected the 
bells; One number, in which the 
girls’ .hands, feet and the outline of 
the steps show up in phosphorescent 
paint under a purple light is partic- 
ularly good. Prior to the musical 
demonstration, three of the gals do 
ordinary tap routines, while the 
fourth does an acro and contortion 
number that’s excellent. Trio of tap- 
sters weaken the turn by their short- 
age on looks and their overweight. 

Opener is Raymond Wilbert, who 
makes two-foot hoops perform. It’s 
an okay novelty and Wilbert gets 
some amazing results despite his in- 
variable misses on first tries. What 
he needs, however, is a complete 
switch of the poor patter he uses 
throughout. It’s extremely amateur- 
ish, unfunny and distracting from 
what might be a good opening act. 

Miss Carley offers swing songs in 
French that make pleasant listening. 
A satisfactory looker and with a nice 
voice, she goes over well. Herb. 


Duchin Into Strand, N. Y. 


Eddy Duchin winds up at the Wal- 
dorf-Astoria, N. Y., July 17, and 
crowds in a week of one-nighters be- 
fore opening at the Strand, N. Y., 
July 23. He's in for three weeks at 
the presentation house. 

Thence to Detroit at Eastwood and 
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STRAND, N. Y. 





Sammy Kaye orchestra (13) with 
Tommy Ryan, Clyde Burke, Three 
Barons; Three Samuels and Harriet 
Hayes, The Ghezzis (2), Slate Bros, 
with Fay Carroll; ‘Daughters Cour- 
ageous’ (WB), reviewed in Variety 
June 21. 





Doubling into the Strand from the 
Essex House, N. Y., Sammy Kaye’s 
orchestra turns in a neat job of 
backing the entertainment lineup, 
Kaye and current picture are in for 
three weeks. Biz excellent when 
caught (Friday, last show). This is 
Kaye’s first date at the Strand, his 
last Broadway showing being at the 
opposition Paramount. 


Orch got a tough break at this 
catching when the elevator on which 
both band and acts work refused to 
function, making it necessary for the 
various turns to operate on the stage 
proper and in back of the band. It’s 
a tribute to Kaye’s direction that the 
band played the show as well as it 
did in view of the acts being behind 
them and out of sight. 


As always, Kaye’s smooth style is 
listenable. It’s not all confined to 
sweet, either. At the finale the band 
lets go, and while it’s not Dorsey, 
Shaw or Goodman, it’s a change of 
pace that most wouldn’t suspect in 
the outfit. Tommy Ryan, who’s been 
out of the singing assignments for 
some time due to a bad throat, 
turns loose his pipes here and elicits 
a neat response both before and after 
his chore. Does two, ‘My Buddy’ and 
‘How Strange.’ Clyde Burke, who 
temporarily replaced Ryan, is being 
kept, and exhibits a fine voice in 
‘Angels Sing’ and as part of the 
‘Three Barons.’ Jimmy Brown neatly 
turns in ‘Penny Serenade’ with a 
choral background by the band. 

Three Samuels and Harriet Hayes 
lead off the outside turns. Theirs is 
a tap tomfoolery layout that clicks. 
First is two boys and a girl in some 
impressive unison tapping and then 
two boys alone for same. Slapstick 
stuff is clever in that it is used with- 
out breaking up the rhythm of the 
stepping. Later the three, augmented 
by Harriet Hayes, who does high 
kick and difficult acro stuff alone 
midway, go into a military tap that’s 
also burlesqued before it goes legit 
for a sock finish. 


There’s nothing new in the act of 
The Ghezzis. The pair clicks hand- 
somely, however, with varied muscle 
work, Comical appearing hand 
stand jitterbugging is still good for 
a strong finish. 

Slate Bros. are in the same cate- 
gory as the Ghezzis. It’s the stuff 
they’ve been doing for some time, 
zd, like the preceding turn, goes 
over solidly. Begins with takeoff of 
politicians meeting in front of City 
Hall and fades the same terping 
style. Their whacky business on 
stage and from back via the loud- 
speaker is good enough to pyramid 
giggles. Fay Carroll, blonde foil for 
the trio, gets off ‘Our Love’ while the 
Slates do their ‘news bits’ from back- 
stage. Handles the tune in excellent 
manner. 


Between the short (50 mins.) but 
effective stage portion and the pic- 
ture, the Strand has a bill that seems 
easy to stay three weeks without 
slipping. 


ORIENTAL, CHI 


Chicago, June 24. 
Eugene & Jerry Strober, Arena & 
Fisher, Dave Seed & Co. (3), Edith 
Griffith, Carl Freed & Co., Sweet- 
hearts, Verne Buck, orchestra; ‘Three 
Smart Girls’ (U) and ‘Hound of 
Baskervilles’ (20th). 














Only the inclusion of the opening 
amateur act keeps this show from 
being a standard variety lineup. 
Two Strober kids won last week’s 
amateur contest with their song and 

2 routines, which are all right 
for eight-year-old amateurs, and are 
currently a a week at a salary. 
Next week they can go back home 
and play with the other kids. 


Arena and Fisher are a standard 
tap team, highly suitable in this 
house. They make a good appear- 
ance and fit in neatly. Dave Seed 
hasn’t revamped his material much 
in the past few years, but still gar 
ners his quota of laughs with his 
knockabout comedy. Two assistants, 
man and woman, work well with 
him, especially the femme. 

Edith Griffith is good in either 
theatre or night club. She looks 
great and warms an audience 
quickly with her  well-delivered 
songs. Miss Griffith is not content to 
grab a pop tune and call it an act 
She goes out for special material, 
and the dressup is a big point in het 
act. Has a click comedy novelty 
number and a surefire flagwaver for 
her finale. 


Carl Freed’s harmonica group 
doubles into the orchestra for a neat 
twist, and then hits the footlights 
for a novelty musical act. It’s well- 
balanced throughout, with the com- 
edy bits fitting in smartly. 
Sweethearts chorus line is on for 
two numbers and welcome as ever 
to this audience. Verne Buck is out- 
standing as m.c. He is an asset to 
every act and this audience is nuts 
about him. 





Westwood Gardens, plus other dates. 


Business good at the first show on 
Saturday (24), Gold. 
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ROXY, N. Y. 





ie Peabody, Nelson Novelettes, 
Pe yg" Lou Seiler, Max and His 
Gang, Variety Singers (7), Gae 
Foster Girls (24), Paul Ash house 
orch; ‘Susannah’ (20th). 





old standby acts, plus the 
i. 4 mixed vocal septet and the 
line, comprise the Roxy’s 45-minute 
flesh presentation this week, Backed 
by nice production routines in which 
the Gae Foster Girls are neatly used 
to intro and point up the acts, the 
show is mildly pleasant diversion 
and receives response in kind, mild, 
from the house. 

Eddie Peabody’s in the final spot 
before the exit chorus number, Red- 
haired lad’s a whiz on the banjo and 
adds to his turn some novel touches 
on a fiddle. Using a pick on the 
violin, he gets unusual bird cheeps. 
His finale ‘Hold Tight’ on the banjo 
is sock. Peabody would be a 
stronger click from a_ personality 
standpoint, however, if he would 
hold that head up more, so his 
rather pleasant smile would have an 
opportunity to do more work. He’d 
also be wise to forget some of the 
encores unless there’s more of an 
apparent demand for them than at 
the show caught. ; 

Max and his Gang, vet canine act, 
is the opener and meshes as ever. 
Terriers are no cuter or better 
trained than in many newer such 
turns, but they’re effectively aided 
to show up nicely by the manner in 
which the trainer works in the act 
with them. His somersaults are their 
cues to do likewise. He also pro- 
vides variety for the act in this way 
and by spinning hoops and doing 
some acro terping. ; 

Nelson Novelettes are in the 
deuce. It’s a marionette show with 
a man and woman working visibly 
on a special downstage platform, 
which provides a good, dark back- 
drop. Male manipulates the cords 
with the femme passing the dolls to 
him to speed things up. Technique 
is almost perfect in the fine detail 
of movement. Figures include a 
Chinese juggling a stick, a clown 
who blows up a balloon (via a hose 
puffed by the assistant), a phosphor- 
escent skeleton and a drunk. A 
skater a la Sonja Henie, worked on 
the stage instead of the platform, 
provides a strong getaway. 

Jay and Lou Seiler give their 
standard bit on long, semicircular 
skis which enable them to attain 
weird angles. Act seems to have 
worn off a good bit of its punch and 
is definitely in need of hypoing the 
oldie comedy stuff. 

Half a dozen of the Foster gals 
are in at the curtain rise, neatly 
warbling ‘Lady’s in Love.’ Their 
first full routine, in whch they are 
aided by the sidestage chirping of 
‘Red Sails in the Sunset’ by the Va- 
riety Singers (four boys, three girls) 
is a nifty. It starts with a scrim 
down, on which film is utilized to 
give a sea effect. Sailboats gradu- 
ally formulate behind it, getting 
clearer and clearer, until the net 
goes up and reveals the sailboats as 
girls in flowing red gowns. 

Finale by the line is a splendid 
tieup with the film, ‘Susannah of the 
Mounties.’ Gals, of course, are 
togged in adapted Royal Mounted 
Police uniforms and look as hand- 
some as the Canadian coppers are 
reputed to. They do a military drill 
and tap to the accompaniment of the 
four men in the singing group. Scrim 
slowly drops and film title flashes 
on_as the gals fade off. 

Biz very moderate when caught at 
last show opening day Friday a 

erb. 


HIPP, BALTO 








Baltimore, June 25, 
Duke Ellington orch (14), Ivy An- 
rson, Anise & Aland, Rex Stewart, 


Stump and Stumpy; ‘So Like it 
Hot’ (Par). “3 blade 





With band bookings working out 
nicely, Izzy Rappaport is changing 
pace adroitly and mixing names and 
styles in showmanly fashion. Duke 
Ellington follows the hectic swing 

t week of Gene Krupa, which was 

Toceeded by the clean-cut stuff of 
Tm Nelson and Harriet Hilliard. 

e Duke, a standard repeat here, 
contributes his usual showmanly 
Offering and is attracting fairish re- 
sponse, 

Cpening behind a scrim and to 
nice reception, band goes through a 
medley of trademarked excerpts 
} ne various solo chairs stepping 

Own into an overhead spot for in- 
dividual licks. Ellington, taking 

old of intros, in addition to stint at 

€ piano, then takes outfit through 
4 brace of numbers nicely con- 
frasted, ‘The Cotton Club Stomp’ and 

Let a Song Go Out of My Heart.’ 

Makes nice niche for smart musi- 
cal comedy style of hoofery by Anise 
= Aland, smocth working boy and 
gir - Gpening bars of ‘Caravan’ draw 
Ranediate response and version of 
tc chmaninoff’s ‘Prelude’ has Elling- 
syle ns the ivories in typical 


Rex Stewart, using a trum 

pet to 
produce some unusual tonal varia- 
ons, gives out with a unique and 
interesting novelty announced as 
Be 4 Meets Horn’. A nice spot and 
e to order for Ivy Anderson, 











vocalist with band, to take hold of 
some nicely colored arrangements 
definitely in the groove. 

Comedy conversation, knockabout 
and hoofery by Stump and Stumpy, 
okay for laughs precedes the finale, 
the inevitable ‘St. Louis Blues,’ still 
good for a strong finish. 


Biz fair. Burm, 


STANLEY, PITT. 





Pittsburgh, June 23. 
Blue Barron orch (14) with Tiny 
Wolfe, Russ Carlisle, Charlie Fisher, 
Ronnie Snyder, Allen Holmes, 
Arthur Treacher with Jack Norton, 
Zang & Todd; ‘Naughty But Nice’ 
(WB). 





WB deluxer bids a_ temporary 
goodbye to flesh with a nice little 
show that wavers effectively be- 
tween harmony and comedy, with 
the emphasis pretty evenly divided. 
As a result of indifferent biz of late, 
Stanley drops presentations with 
close of current bill and will not 
likely resume before Labor Day, if 
then, 

Blue Barron crew is an entertain- 
ing outfit, long on the dulcet side, 
extremely easy on the ear and with 
a gang of talented specialists. Bar- 
ron himself doesn’t exactly possess 
a maestro’s personality-plus and 


keeps smartly in the background as 
the stick-waver, no more, no less. 
However, he has done a swell job 
in mixing up the repertoire, keep- 
ink the qualities well mixed and the 
pace fast for an A-1l job of showman- 
ship. 

Band gives "em a hit parade, all 
nicely arranged and with mikes 
shrewdly spread through the stand 
to give different sections and soloists 
their full value. _ Early high-spots 
are Ronnie Snyder’s throat-whistling 
of ‘Flight of Bumblebee’ and the one- 
man band of Allen Holmes, who 
brings out a flock of instruments, 
some unrecognizable to knock out 
a few bars of ‘Old Gray Bonnet’ on 
each. Vocalists are Charlie Fisher 
and Russ Carlisle, both well-piped 
and able to get their points across 
nicely. 

Biggest, literally and figuratively, 
hit of the Barron outfit is Tiny 
Wolfe, 300 pounds of entertainment 
dynamite. Parodies ‘Must Have 
Been a Beautiful Baby,’ with refer- 
ences to his size, to panic the house. 
Only reason Wolfe didn’t stop show 
was because he ended it, and right- 
ly so, since to follow him would 
have been foolish. He’s a Pittsburgh 
lad but there wasn’t any civic pride 
connected with way he was re- 
ceived, 


On the comedy end, Arthur 
Treacher, assisted by Jack Norton, 
film drunk, registers smartly, too. 
With Treacher staying in character 
and Norton ditto, pair packs a lot of 
laughs and adds again to recent 
prestige of flicker personalities mak- 
ing a foray into the p. a. field. For 
an encore, Treacher comes out and 
does the song and dance he did with 
Shirley Temple in ‘Little Princess,’ 
asking the audience to imagine Shir- 
ley was with him and keeping his 
eyes glued downward to heighten 
the illusion. Over big. 


Zang and Todd, couple of hard- 
working young hoofers, are on early. 
Boy and girl look good, have loads 
of personality, but need to diversify 
their turn, kay for niteries per- 
haps, but they need a few more 
tricks for the stage. What they have 
- ag right, but there isn’t enough 
of it. 

Biz at opening big; in fact, biggest 
in more than a month for a first 
show. Cohen. 


EMBASSY, N. Y. 


(NEWSREEL) 


A fair bill. With scarcity of 
news, most of the program includes 
stock shots, which, however, con- 
sistently veil their defeatism through 
adroit handling. 

North America’s adieu to Britain’s 
royalty at Nova Scotia is still among 
prominent space-grabbers. Queen is 
shown in a human touch, fondling 
triplets prior to the departure (Fox). 

A note of pathos is lent by the 
New York Chinatown tenement fire 
in which eight lives were lost. The 
present situation in Tientsin is 
sketched briefly—too much so—by 
Metro, while there are swell and 
lengthy shots of U.S. cruisers in 
storm waters (Fox). 

The Squalus sub disaster is old 
stuff by now but this card still in- 
cludes it, this time reeling the probe 
(Pathe). The Joe Louis-Tony Ga- 
lento fight by Paramount is just an- 
other publicity blurb. ; : 

The much-disputed mile race, in 
which Sidney Wooderson, the Eng- 
lish champion at the _ distance. 
claimed a foul against Blaine Ride- 
out in the recent Princeton meet 
makes it appear that Wooderson had 
little grounds for the complaint. 
Rideout is seen et him, and 
perhaps pressing im, but if there 
was any foul it’s not visible. Par 
garners laurels for this cameraing. 
Also outstanding in sports, caught by 
Pathe, is the Poughkeepsie regatta, 
in which California’s Golden 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, June 25. 
Johnny ‘Scat’ Davis orch. with 
Vido Musso and Betty Van; Joe 
Besser & Lee Royce, Harry Downing 
& Freddy Dale, Val Setz; ‘Nancy 
Drew, Trouble Shooter’ (WB). 





Because he hails from littl~ Brazil, 
Ind., only a few miles away, Johnny 
‘Scat’ Davis is a sure winner with 
local audiences. Heralded as the local 
boy made good, he couldn’t miss— 
and doesn’t. Davis works hard all 
the way. He waves a baton with 
plenty of energy, does several trum- 
pet and vocal numbers, and is never 
stingy with the spotlight for others. 

Added acts are topped by Joe Bes- 
ser, aided by Lee Royve. This is the 
first time Besser has worked in front 
of a band here, and it is made to 
order for his prancing, sissified com- 





ars | 
led to the tape. j 


edy antics. He ties up the show. 
| Near the opening, Val Setz does nice- 
| ly with varied juggling fe.ts and 
| comedy comment. Middle spot goes 
| to Harry Downing and Freddy Dale, 
| with the former offering a broad 
| burlesque of the old-fashioned fe- 
male impersonator that gets laughs. 
The show is heavy on comedy, but 
shy of women except for Betty Van, 
girl vocalist with the band, who 
does two numbers. 

Orch which Davis fronts belongs 
to Vido Musso, who does a sax solo 
in almost every number. Crew runs 
heavily to swing, consisting of six 
brasses, five saxes and three rhythm 
men. All of Davis’ own numbers 
and the band’s contributions are on 
the jive side, including ‘Hooray for 
Hollywood,’ ‘I Know That You 
Know,’ ‘Sing, Sing, Sing,’ ‘Stardust,’ 
‘Indiana,’ ‘Old King Cole,’ ‘Angels 
Sing’ and ‘Chant of the Tom Toms,’ 
the finale. Only excention to this 
lusty lineup is ‘Sleep,’ which Davis 
dedicates to Fred Waring. to whom 
he pays tribute as ‘the maa who in- 
troduced me to the stage, radio, and 
Holly wood.’ Kiley. 





Unit Review 








Hollywood All-Stars 


(Ice Show) 





San Diego, June 23. 
Vivi-Anne Hulten, Phullis Thomp- 
son, Brudie Twins, Frenchy Hebert, 
Theslof & Taylor, Red McCarthy, 
Henry Lee, Dench & Stewart, Erie 
Wait, Mary Taylor, Mae Ross and 
Filmland Sextette. 





San Diego residents, many of 
whom have never seen an ice skate 
before, are getting their first taste of 
the rink, thanks to the breakin here 


of Hugo Quist’s new show, due in 
N.Y. in December. Local perform- 
ances amount to nightly dress re- 


hearsals, but have the town gaga. 
Novelty has kept business at a fair 
pace under a 40c.-$1.50 scale. 

Quist, the Finn who handled Tex 
Rickard’s first ice shows in Madison 
Square Garden and gave the U.S. 
Paavo Nurmi and Sonja Henie, has 
Swedish Vivi-Anne Hulten in star 
spot this time. Lass, a looker, is 
billed as ‘World’s Greatest Interpre- 
tative Dancer on Ice’ and features a 
routine illustrating the evolution of 
figure skating. Claimed first time 
latter has been tried. 

Show includes some smooth talent 
beside the star, plus a couple of acts 
which can’t even fool the ice- 
ignorant natives. 

Principal winners of palm-pound- 
ing are Eric Wait, comic, using both 
dub skater and phony ballet acts; 
Frenchy Hebert, pratfalling inebri- 
ate; Robert Dench and Rosmarie 
Stewart, British pair-skaters, and 
Red McCarthy. McCarthy does both 
barrel-jumps and a fantasy wherein 
he dons silver paint and performs on 
a dark rink under red, green and 
blue spots. 

Not so strong in audience appre- 
ciation is the work of Henry Lee, 
Norse champion figure skater, who 
uses two-foot stilts. Mary Taylor, 
California champion, is spotted in a 
whirling dervish number and Mae 
Ross, 15, offers jive on skates. Juve 
star of the company is eight-year-old 
Phyllis Thompson, who is a polished 
performer and a perfect showman. 
She opens each half of the program, 
whith is split with a 15-minute in- 
termission. 

The Filmland Sextette, abbreviated 
line, wavers and staggers uncertainly 
and the Brudie Twins likewise, seem 
not too sure of what will happen 
next. Theslof and Taylor contribute 
waltzes with lifts, a difficult bit of 
business which has netted them a 
couple of spills. Wern. 


Vallee, Krupa Orchs 
Set for Chicago, Chi 


Chicago, June 27, 


Rudy Vallee’s orchestra comes into 
the Balabar & Katz Chicago week of 
July 28, 





week of Aug. 11, 








Ruth Denning, ‘The Fashions in 


‘Song’ girl, into Topsy’s, Hollywood, | 


for a limited engagement. 


(GLACIER GARDENS, SAN DIEGO) | 


Gene Krupa orchestra dated for | plenty of showmanship in their setto. 


NEW 


ACTS 





BOB HOPE AND CO. (3) 
Comedy and Songs 
Orpheum, Mpls. 

The considerable rep made by 
Hope on the radio and screen isn't 
likely to suffer an iota from his per- 
sonal appearances, judging by his 
performance and its reception here. 
Working hard, striving at all times 
to please, loaded with good material 
and projecting a pleasing personal- 
ity, he will measure up to his fond- 
est admirers’ expectations which, as 
a result of his sock radio funmaking, 
are plenty high. There’s no doubt 
that Hope in all his entertainment 
endeavors is a most conscientious 
comedian who realizes the import- 
ance of material and believes the 
best’s none too good. That’s of course 
a heritage of his basic vaudeville 
background, 

Hope’s right at home in his pres- 
ent assignment. On the stage he has 
a way of being flip and fresh, yet 
friendly and intimate. Most of his 
efforts are devoted to tomfoolery, 
but he sings several of the songs he 
introduced on the screen, including 
of course, ‘Thanks for the Memory.’ 
He has a good line of gags and his 
comedy business, first with Marion 
Bailer, then with Dolores Reed and, 
lastly, with Jerry Colonna, cop 
plenty of laugh response. 

Hope makes a dandy m.c. and is 
on and off—mostly on—throughout 
the 65-minute variety show which 
he headlines. Rees. 


NITA CAROL 

Songs 

5 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 


Miss Carol is a petite, personable 
soprano who does better grade pops 
and operetta excerpts such as ‘Heart 
That Is Free,’ ‘Angels Sing.’’ She 
doubles into the informal Rainbow 
Grill, adjoining the R.R., to do vocals 
with Barry Winton’s band. 

Backed by the Al Donahue com- 


own and does handily. She handi- 
caps herself needlessly by having 
that mike eclipse her face. Of fuli 
vocal range, she needn’t hug the 
microphone that closely, and she 
should take advantage of projecting 
her personality to the fullest. 


Miss Carol was a substitution for 
Mary Martin when the latter dropped 
out, and has been held over for the 
new show. Abel. 


ORION CHANTRY 
Dances 

6 Mins. 

Rainbow Room, N. Y. 


Orion Chantry is a protege of 
Renee de Marco although unlike that 
ballroomologist, Miss Chantry spe- 
cializes in taps. And very good, too. 

She opens with ‘Beguine’ and 
thence into Raymond Scott's 
rhythmic ‘Minuet in Jazz,’ topped by 
a tango taps routine. All done 
smoothly and with nary a missout of 
a beat. She has an assured floor 
manner, too. Abel. 


ADA and WONDER DOGS 
6 Mins, 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Actually it’s Ada, her brother and 
sister, plus a quartet of clever ca- 
nines. But Ada paces ’em and her 
kin assist in the main. All three are 
young and personable Latins, Ada 
wearing her hair in becoming long 
braids. All are in their teens but 
by no means primed for any ado- 
lescent coyness. All are of a the- 
atrical family, the mother, Nellie, 
being the understander in the Ya- 
copi Troupe. 

Their stuff with the terriers is 
standard in the main, plus some new 
wrinkles, including a risley perch, 
balancing trick by the stellar dog 
of the act. He is also the comedian, 
with the wrong cues, the somer- 
— in the pseudo-wrong places, 
etc. 

It’s a good act and can pas cafe 

a 























(Continued from page 42) 


the number of femme acts. Result is 
a bit lopsided, but it’s okay with 
the visiting firemen. 

Eddie Barnes, pianologist during 
interludes, helps to tie up acts by 
doubling as m.c. While not at ease 
on his feet as humorist, he gets 
around it by doing job straight and 
crisply. At the piano he’s more at 
home, heckling ringsiders with good- 
natured corny gags and Dwightfiske- 
ing in parodies that turn the walls 
purple. 

Barbara Long is striking brunet 
with radio experience shown in the 
masterly way she manipulates the 
mike. She lets out her pipes tren- 
chantly in neat arrangements. Works 
hard and long, yet doesn’t overstay 
her welcome. 

Real socker for convention trade 
is Fritzie Wick, curvy stripper, who 
does it in reverse English. Satirizing 
‘How to Undress Before Your Hus- 
band,’ she comes out practically 
nekkid and keeps quipping while 
putting on clothes. Although con- 
ventional in later stripping, featured 
number is a surefire gasper in s.a. 
and novelty, 

Six Texas Rockets have a faster, 
better-looking line than Freddie’s 
average. In three bows they capital- 
ize on brief costumes and kicking 
specialties, *- Pullen, 


RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Al Donahue orch with Paula 
Kelly, Nita Carol, Ruth Aarons and 
Sandor Glancz, Orion Chantry, Ed- 
die LeBaron orch, Dr, Sidney Ross. 





Two New Acts, both femme 
singles, Nita Carol and Orion Chan- 
try, punctuate the new lineup at the 
Rainbow Room. It’s a light sum- 
mer divertissement and serves its 
purpose. After all, that 65th floor 
skyclub is a major attraction in it- 
self on location and it’s. already ap- 
parent what a lure it is for the 
tourists, multiplied by the Fair lure. 
Al Donahue’s and Eddie LeBaron’s 
bands, in addition, have had a gen- 
erous radio buildup. Donahue, more 
poised and polished than ever, is a 
suave m.c. and gives out in very 
okay manner for the straight hoof- 
ing music, and LeBaron dittoes with 
the Latin rhythms. Paula Kelly con- 
tinues as chief vocalist with Dona- 
hue and does handily by her pops. 
Another returner is the zingy table 
tennis act of Ruth Hughes Aarons 
and Sandor Glancz, latter the former 
Hungarian champ. Per usual, it’s a 
nip-and-tuck exhibition match be- 
tween the two, with Miss Aarons 
gaining a close victory. There’s 


She encores by taking on any audi- 
ence competitor for a bottle of wine, 
Miss Aarons playing while seated 
throughout the match. 

AnotHer returner is Dr. Sidney 





bination in the Rainbow Room, how-| floor or rostrum with equal facility. 
ever, she has a floor specialty all her Abel. 
Night Club Reviews 
FREDDIE’S Cc AFE manipulation at tables. Across the 


hall, in the more pop-scaled Rain- 
bow Grill, the Barry Winton band 
and Marlynn and Michael, dancers, 
continue doing big biz. Grill is a $2 
table d’hote spot; the R.R. is scaled 
at $3.50, but wine cards ditto in 
both clubs. Abel. 





Hinterlander 











(Continued from page 1) 





selves, moaning that the Fair {is 
spread out over unreasonable dis- 
tances with long hikes necessary, 
even from building to building. 
Motorcade celebrated San Diego 
Day at the Fair with oddest program 
on record—a Florida Negro quartet 
sang on the California affair; a rep- 
resentative of the San Francisco 
Exposition made a speech, and ‘mil- 
lion-dollar bonds,’ payable in Gold. 
en Sunshine at San Diego, were dis- 
tributed to sweltering Gothamites, 





Coney Island Doing Well 

The big attraction of Coney Island 
for the out-of-towners is surprising 
even the Coney Chamber of Com- 
merce, but seemingly among the 
musts are a hinge at the nickleodeon 
paradise, the Empire State, Radio 
City, the Fair and Broadway. Latter 
is getting the least benefit. 

Those ‘Ask Me’ guides around 
Rockefeller Center thought they had 
a soft snap until the tourists started 
piling in. And some of those screw- 
ball questions! 

The Radio City guided tour at $1 
a copy set a record one day last 
week for turnover, attesting further 
to World’s Fair tourism. 

Apart from the Music Hall, thea- 
tres are not feeling any upbeat ap- 
preciably, but one type of merchan- 
dise that has no cause for complaint 
are those souvenir stands on 50th 
street, between the Roxy and the 
Hall. They’re open until past mid- 
night doing an okay biz in penny 
postcards an dime replicas of gad- 
gets with the Trylon and Perisphere 
thereon. 





Two on the Grass 


St. Louis, June 27. 

Chairs at $1 and a spot to squat on 
the grass at 40c is the ‘rice scale for 
the forthcoming summer season of 
the Little Symphony orch of St. 
Louis. 

Opens July 3 with the orchestra 
consisting of 22 members of the 
larger St. Louis Symph. Hans Lange 
of the Chicago Symph is waving the 
baton for the orch’s fourth semes- 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, June 28, 1939 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (June 30) - 


THIS WEEK (June 23) 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


show, whether full or split week 


} 
| 


| 


\ 


\ 
i 
' 


| 














Loew | 








NEW YORK CITY | 
State (29) 
Eddie Cantor Co 
(323) | 
6 Antaleks i 
Ames & Arno 
Bert Wheeler 
Red Nichols Ore 


WASHINGTON 
Capitol (30) 
Maj Bowes’ Swing 
(23) 

20 Rhythm Rockets 
Marionettes 

Briants 

Pansy, the 
Betty Bruce 
Steve Evans 


Horse 





Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY} Jerry Colonna 





Paramount (28) 
Gene Krupa Bd 
Andrews Sis 
Cliff Nazarro 
Trojans 

BUFFALO 
Buffalo (30) 
Merry Macs 
CHICAGO 
Chicage (30) 
Bob Hope Co 


Stadler & Rose 
Maxellos 
CHICAGO 
State Lake (30) 
Louis Armstrong B 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (30) 
Bowes World's F U 
FARGO 
Fargo (5-6) 


Maj Bowes 3 An § 








RKO 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (29) 
Fileanor Tennis 
T.ucienne & Ashour 
H Aioma’s Poly'ns 
Nicholas Daks 


Hilda Eckler 
Adrienne Toner 
Marjorie Matlin 
William Horne 
Rocketts 


Corp de Ballet | 


E Rapee Symph O 











Via: 


MELISSA MASON 
WINFIELD and FORD 


TELEVISED 


FOR NBC 
JUNE 27TH 
MARK J. LEDDY 























Warner 








NEW YORK CITY)! Bruce Cabot 


Strand (30) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
4 Samuels 
3 Slate Bro 
Ghezzis 

PHILADELPHIA 
Fox (30) 

Milt Britton 

Bea Wain 


Ore 


Rollo & V Pickert 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (30) 
Fenwick & Cook 
16 tiae Foster Gls 
Geo Andre Martin 

Loretta Lee 
Don & Betty Lane 








World’s Fair 








NEW YORK 
Aquacade 

Eleanor Holm 
Johnny Weissmuller 
Morton Downey 
Gertrude Ederle . 
Frances Williams 
Marshall Wayne 
Stubby Krueger 
¥ Waring Glee Club 
Corky Kellum 
Willie, West & M 
Pete Desjardins 

Crystal Palace 
Rosita Royce 
Wilma Josie 
Arthur Elmer 

Merrie England 
Ving Merlin Ore 
Dagenham Pipers 
Albertina Rasch Co 
Kings Horses 
Russell Bradshaw 
Louis Topps Co 
Harry Fetterer 

Old New York 
Marion Eddy 
Ann Pennington 
Amy Revere 
Marion Weeks 
Jean Bedini 


Harry Spear 
Fred Ardath 
Jack Conway 
Ralph Delno 
Jack Howard 
Sam Kramer 
Jack Goldie 
Harry Pollard 
Hans Schweng 
Chester Hale Gis 
6 Tiny Rosebuds 


Cavaleade of 
Centaurs 


B A Rolfe Ore 


Steve Clemento Co 
Col Zack Miller Co 
Capt Wm Sterling 
Dave & Dolores N 
Bud Reagan 
Horace Lewis 
Howard Cragg 
Geo Gates 

The Gonzales 
Billy Keen 

Ralph Clark 

S G & Valeria $ 
Anne Wilson 

Art Boden 
Tommy Privett 





Basil Stadnick 








Independent 








NEW YORK CITY 
Roxy (30) 
Jimmy Hadreas 
Pat Henning 
Hetiy Ray 
Stan Cavanaugh 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Hamid’s Pier (24) 
Little Jack Little O 
Eddy Morgan Orc 
R Kehoe Marimbas 
Clyde Beatty 
Harriet Beatty 
Canestrellis 
Jean Evans 
Kinko 
Mile Tosca 
Roxyettes 
W Morris & Bobby 
Australian Jacksons 
Sherrill Sis 
Harry Ward Orc 
Steel Pier (24) 
Hal Kemp Bd 
Saxie Dowell 
Marion Talley 
Dick Don Dinah 
Bar & Lstes 
Helen Faye 
Walter Long 
Jimmy Jones Ore 
Alex Bartha Ore 
Ben Yost Singers 
Charlie Boyden 
Bert Grant 
Eddie Kaplan 
Dick Dana 


Goe Wilson 

Olga Petroff 

3 Erwingos 

UNaine Maltoy 

Flying Wards 

Del Rios 
BALTIMORE 
State (29-1) 

Reimer & White 

E LaVere & H Ware 

Johnny Rexola Co 


Clifford & Marion 
Bway Brevities 
Hippodrome (30) 
Wiarry James Ore 
Ruthie Barnes 
Mack, Wiikey & D 
4 Ink Spots 
INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyric (30) 
Bert Wheeler Co 
Medley & Dupree 
Dormondes 
Ginger Manners 
12 Boila Gis 
oe 


(23) 
Johnny Davis Bd 
Vido Musso 
Joe Besser Co 
Harry Downing 
Val Setz 

MILWAUKEE 
erside (23) 





Riv 
Al Tracey Co 
Ohman 2 


York & Tracey | 
Hector & Pals 
Gregory & Raym’d | 
Betty Lee 
Jackie Howard 
Holly Swanson 
PHILADELPHIA | 
Carman (30) 
Art Carney 
Herman Hyde Co 
Variety Gambols 


* 
y 
|x 
| E 
iV 


PITMAN 
Broadway (1 only) 
| 2 Jacks 
Valentine 
| Clifford & Marion 
Bway Brevities 
| WILLOW GROVE 
| Willow Grove Park 
(2 only) 
Jacks 
alentine 
roy & Lynn 


LaVere & H Ware 
ariety Gambols 





| Esther Shaw 


London | 





Week of June 26 | 


Dominion 
Royal Masters’ gers 
Simpson Co 
Chevalier Bros 
CAMDEN TOWN 

Gaumont 
Wences 
3 Milton Sis } 
Don Phillips & M 

CLAPHAM 

Granada 
Royal Masters’ gers 
Simpson Co 
Chevalier Bros 

EAST HAM 

Granada 
Durham & Kildare 
Doris Cuban 
Priscilla Wise 

Premier 
Fiochi Sis & P 
Ernest Shannon 

GREENWICH 

Granada 
Durham & Kildare 
Priscilla Wise 

HAMMERSMITH 

Gaumont 
Wilson 
Keppel & Betty 


| Frank 


; Don Phillipe & M 
; Braku 





Will Carr Co 
Jones & Thomas 


‘ 


| 
HARROW | 
Granada 
Bryan Michie Co 
HOLLOWAY 
Gaumont 
Darmorra Ballet 
Scott Banders 
Wilson 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 


Bros 
LEWISHAM 
Gaumont 


| Horace 


| Larry 


' 3 Barons 


| Lynn 





Florrie Forde 
Latasha & Laurence 
Low & Webster 


Plaza 


RUGBY | 
| 


Joan Merrill 
Belmont Balladeers 
Hotel Biltmore 


Heidt Ore 
Hughes 
Cotton 

Bob McCoy 

Fred Lowery 
Henry Russell 
Red Ferrington 

4 Heidt-Lights 


Hote! Commodore 
Paul Tisen Orc 
Hotel Edison 
Stuff Smith Ore 
Hotel Essex House | 
(Casine en the P’k) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 


l.vsbeth 





| 
Arthur Murray j 
Hotel Gov. Clinton | 
Fddy Mavehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Half Moon 

(Coney Island) 

Harry Rogers Orc 
Terrace Trio 
Russell 

Ja Palnvzo 

Syd Seeley 


} 
KK 


Hotel Lexington 
Ray Kinney Ore 

Hote! Lincoln 
Jan Savitt Orc 
Milt Herth 3 

Hotel McAlipin 


J Messner Orc 
Jeanne D'Arcy 


Hotel New Yorker 
Jan Garber Ore 
Jane Claire 

Vera Hruba 
Nathan Walley 
Edith Dustman 
Douglas Duffy 

May Judels 

Du Reine Furley 


Ronny Roberts 
Ross MacLean 
Hotel Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Larry Clinton Ore 
Enrica & Novello 
wary Dugan 


Hetel Park Lane 


Rawicz & Landauer, Freddie Starr Orc 


SHEPH’DS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Kratz Bros 
Will Carr Co 
Jones & Thomas 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
Fiochi Sis & P 
Ernest Shannon 
TOOTING 
Granada 
Younkman Ore 
WILLESDEN 
Granada 
Byran Michie Co 








Provincial 





Week of 


ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 
H Green & Gl Fr 
Wilson Keppel & B 
Len Young 
P White & Swagger 
Velda & Vann 
Page & Nona 
George Latour 
Ricardo & Wona 
DUNDEE 
Palace 
Cable & Carr 
Foster & Clarke 
Kathleen Stanley 
De Guise Seym'rs 
Brodie & Steel 
Viller Gls 
Peg & Jerry 
Desmond & S Clair 
EDINBURGH 
Royal 
Jack Radcliffe 
R Neller & C Clare 
H Norman & BC 
Annette Schultz 
12 Loretta Gls 
S Kellaway & B A 
Hugh McKenna 





June 26 


4 Smith Bros 
Henderson T 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Tommy Morgan 
Tommy Yorte 
56 Sherry Bros 
Lucy Loupe 
Ina Harris 
Lilian Gay 
12 Morganettes 
Herbert Cave 
Joe Nicoll 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Jimmy O’Dea 
Harry O'Donovan 
Eimerald Gls 
Kily O’Connor 
Dennis Creégan 
Michael Ryan 
Jimmy Wildmaa 
Jack Maguire 
Tom Dunne 
Vernon Hayden 
May Tipple 
Josie Day 
Jim John-zoa 
Lalla Dodd 




















Cabaret Bills 








Armando’s 


Buddy Clarke 
Sigrid Lassen 


Ore 


Barney Gallant's 


Red Ringo 
Steve Harris 
Mitzi O'Neill 


Bill Bertolottl’s 


Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
Linda March 
Lynn & Marion 


Bill's Gay 90's 
Florence Wyman 
Stuart Young 
William & Lorraine 
Bernard Grauer 
Charles Stricklana 
Spike Harrison 
Harry Donnelly 
Harold Willard 
Tex O'Neil 


Clab 18 


Jack White 

Pat Harrington 
Jane Reynolds 
Ruth Clayton 
Wilma Novak 
Frankie Hyers 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 


Club Gaucho 


Consuelo Solorzane 
Maria Del Rosario 
Maria Del Carmen 
Los Trobadores 
Opelita & Garcia 
Juan Makula Orc 


Cotten Club 
Cab Calloway Ore 
Bill Robinson 
Sister Tharpe 
Tanya 
Katherine Perry 
Beachcombers 
Glenn & Jenkins 
Ruby Hill 
Son & Sonny 
Myra Johnson 
Vodery Choir 

Cuban Casino 


Aug Sanabrio Ore 
Quart Marcano Orc 





Teddy Rodriguez 
Don Casanova 





NEW YORK CITY 


Consuelo Moreno 
Diamond Horseshoe 


Noble Sissle Ore 
Don McGrane Ore 
Fritzi Scheff 
Buddy Doyle 
Margot Brander 
Frank Libuse 
Tom Patricola 
Joe Howard 
Clyde Hager 
Mangean Tr 
Lucille Johnson 
Emma Francia 
Lulu Bates 
Willie Solar 
Harry Armstrong 
Elizabeth Murray 
El Chice 
Teresita Osta 
Herminio Gimenez 
Maria Luisa Lopez 
Julian Huarte Orc 
Morocco 
Val Ernie Ore 
DeVera Rh’mba Bd 
Famous Door 
Louis Prima Orc 
Johnny & George 
Glen Island Casino 
Glen Miller Orc 
Tex Beneke 
Marion Hutton 
Ray Eberle 
Havana-Madrid 
Rosita Ortega 
Tapia 
Rene & Stella 
Patricia & Cesar 
Rosita Rios 
Hickory House 


Joe Marsala Ore 
3 Marshalls 

Hotel Ambassador 
Ramon Ramos Orc 
William Adler 
James Lozipo 
Milton Saunders 
Hotel Astor Roof 
Rudy Vallee Orc 
Lola London 
Ginger Manners 
Bob Neller 

Frank Cook 

H'tel Belmont-Plaza 
Ernie Holst Ore 

3 Smoothies 


Bob Lido 


Al Harris 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Jack Leonard 


Edythe Wright 

Skeets Herfurt 

2 Ksquires 

EK & J Leach 

Art Barker 3 
Hotel Pierre 

Harold Nagel Ore 

| Hildegarde 


| Hotel Plaza 


Jack Marshard Ore 
Mary Jane Walsh 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Wayne King Orc 

| Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Emile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel St. George 
Dave Martin Ore 

| Dee William 


Hotel St. Moritz 
Jack Sherr Orc 
Angela Velez 


(Sky Gardens) 
Basil Fomeen Ore 
Collette & Barry 
Yvonne Bouvier 
3 Idlers 
Peggy Adams 


Hotel St. Regis 
(iridium Room) 
Dorothy Lewis 
M & M Simpson 
Sam Jarvis 
Erle Reiter 
Chas Baum Ore 


(Viennese Roof) 


Mary Parker 
Billy Daniels 
Nora Gale 
Harold Richarda 
Joe Rines Orc 


Hotel Taft 
Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Smith Howard 
Light Brigade 

Motei Waldorf- 





Astoria 
(Starlight Roof) 
Eddie Duchin Ore 
Durelle Alexander 
Beauvel & Tova 
(Sert Room) 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Georges & Jalna 
George Shelley 


Hotel Warwick 


3 Marshalls 
Paul Sparr Ore 


Hotel White 
Lou Lang Trio 
International Casino 


Geo Hale Rev 
Milton Berle 
Harry Richman 
Allen Roth Ore 
Ranny Weeks Ore 
Paul Ren:os Co 
Jansleys 

Arno & Arnette 

4 Feminine Notes 
Georgie Tapps 
Virginia Verrill 
Diosa Costello Ore 
K Parsons-A Sweet 


Jimmy Kelly's 


Joe Cabello Ore 
Inga Borg 
Gladys Faye 
Princess Aloma 
Mary Lane 
Tanya 
Lee Leslie 
Carter & Schaub 
Terry Shannon 
Peggy de la Plante 
Montmartre Boys 
Danny Higgins 
Sid Hawkins 
Vaugh Comfort 
Gonz’les & Christine 
John Rockwood 
Gene Walters 

Kit Kat Clab 
Ray Durant Orc 
Dorothy Saulters 
Lorenzo Roberson 
Teddy Hale 
Velma Middleton 
Dotty Rhodes 
Connie Harris 
Hotcha Drew 
Etsy Cooper 
Conway & Parks 

La Conga 

Enric Madriguera O 





Tito Coral 
Trio Mixteco 
Raul & Eve Reyes 
Desi Arnaz Ore 
Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
Joseph Smith Ore 
Le Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale $3 


' Larry Murphy 


Le Ruban Bleu 


Herbert Jacoby 
Hope Emerson 
Marie Eve 
Elsie Houston 
Greta Keller 
jraziella Parraga 
George Lloyd 
Leon & Eddie's 


Lou Martin Ore 
Eddie Davis 
D’Avalos D'ncers 
Alyce Brent 
Duval Sis 
Armida 

Ada 

Lewis Sis 

Ford Crane 





LOS ANGELES 


Biltmore Bowl 


| Hacker & Sidell 


Woody Wilson 
Jeanne Darrell 
The Fredricos 
James Evans 
Pinky Tomlin Ore 


Cafe Caliente 


; Chuy & Mario 
| Diana Castillo 


Julio Cervantes 
Luz Vasquez 
Pancho 

Eddie Aguilar Ore 


Cafe La Maze 


| Park Avenue Boys 


Martha Tilton 
Bobby Sherwood O 


Club Bali 


: George Yount 


Wally Wanger Gis | 


Miami Room 
Jerry Livingston O 


N.T.G.’s Midn’t Sun | 


Buddy Wagner Orc 
Dorothy James 
Dinora 

Lee Royce 

Jeanne Walters 


Mon Paris 


Charlie Murray Orc 

Mary Cohan 

Jimmy Rogers 
Onyx Club 

John Kirby Ore 

Lee Wiley 

Maxine Sullivan 
Paradise 


Richard Himber 
Stuart Allen 
Jack Waldron 
Janis Andre 
Gil & Mason 


Bob Parker 

Vicki Allen 

Barry McKinley 

Valya Valentinoff 

Rex Weber 

Pepper Pot 

Jce D'Andrea Ore 

Bob Matzi Ore 

Amedeo 

Al Ferguson 

Iris Raye 

Prince Singh 
Place Elegante 

Karl Vincent Orc 

Bill Farre!l 

Ben Kaufman 

Tommy Mills 

Irve Harris 

Rex Gavitte 


Plantation Club 


Chris Columbus Orc 

Barrington Guy 

Sally Gooding 

Ross Collins 

Joyce Beasley 

Rene & Estela 

Lillian Fitzgerald 

Al & Freddie 

Harris & Scott 

Rubberneck Holmes 
Queen Mary 

Joe Ellis Orc 

Consuelo Flowerton 

Rita Bell 

Corlies & Palmer 

Roberta Welch 

Radio Frank’s Club 

Dorothy Whitney 

Fred. Whitney 

Fred Bishop 

Ethel Gilbert 

Gus Wicke 

Joe Gallagher 
Rainbow Grill 


Barry Winton Ore 
Marilynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 

Al Donahue Orc 
Aarons & Giancs 
Orion Chantry 
Paula Kelly 


Nita Carol 
Eddie Le Baron Ore 
Riviera 


(Ft. Lee, N. J.) 


Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Howard Laiiy Ore 
Joe E Lewis 
Faith Bacon 

Raye & Naldi 
Frazee Sisters 
Frank Paris 

6 Jitterbugs 


Ross Fenton Farm 
(Asbury Pk, N.J.) 
Dick Gasparre Orc 
Ramon & Renita 
Terry Lawlor 
Eleanor French 
Rassian Kretchma 
Nadia Mirova 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Michel Michon 


Show Bar 
(Forest Hills) 

Walter Powell Ore 
Eddie Miller 
Fred Jagels 

Jack & Jean 
(Bermuda Room) 
Walter Powell Ore 
Jean Burton 
Marion Joyce 
Martha Wrenshall 


Stork Club 
Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jose Lopez Orc 

Tony’s 
Spivy 
Francis Schulman 
Jack Bland 
James Douglas 
Tony Soma 

Versailles 
Nicholas ad’'Amico O 
Gloria Grant 
Giovanni 
Panchito Orc 


Village Barn 
Howard Woods Ore 
Gwen Williams 
Freda Sullivan 
Polly Jenkins Co 
Noll & Nolan 
Lou Valero 
Walter Donahue 
Billy Burns Co 


Whirling Top 
Geo Morris Orc 
Irene Stanley 
G & C Herbert 
Russell Dracken 
Margaret Scott 

Yacht Club 
Al Shayne 
Playboys 
Yvonne 
Omar 
Phyllis Colt 





Gilrone & Starr 
Tom Christian Ore 


Or | 


Buddy & B Brunell | 








Bruz Fletcber 
Clab Versailles 


Jerry Lester 
Walton & O'Rourke 
June Sillman 
Leonard Keller Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Paul Draper 
Alec Templeton 
Clyde Lucas Orc 
Earl Carroll 
Ken Stevens 
3 Lovely Sis 
Ww & E Howard 
Nirska 
Three Swifts 
Johnny Woods 
Four Hot Shots 
Lela Moore 
Susan Miller 
Beryl Wallace 
Reginald Craig 
Igor & Tanya 
Archie Bleyer Ore 
Florentine Garden 
Bill Roberts Orc 
Grace Hayes Lodge 
Grace Hayes 
Lind Hayes 
Joe Frisco 
Charlie Foy 
Nick Cochran Orc 
Hawatlian Paradise 
Mabel Kealoha 
Eddie Valencia Ore 
Indigo Cafe 
Sid Brown 
Jimmy Ellard 
Jack Frost 
Val Harris 
La Conga 
Chavez Ore 
Little Club 
Jane Jones 
Paul Kendall 
Grace Palmer 
Little Hungary 
Valesco Co 
Marcel’s 
Helen Morgan 
Darryl] Harper Orc 








Marcus Daly 
The Top Hatters 


Neville Fleeson’s 


Mandelay 
June Kilgour 
Joe Ortiz 

Palomar 


Lionel Kave 

Paul Gordon 

The Keen Twins 

Carl & Marjorie 

Artie Shaw Ore 
Paris Inn 

Dominic 

Shriner Twins & M 

Dowling & Davis 

Marg'rite & M’rtinez 

Ken Henryson 

iric Massey 


Henry Monet 
Juanita 

Helen Miller 
tuby Kahoe 


Ore 
Phil Selzuick’s ‘It’ 
Mauri Vaughn 
Alicia Graye 

Bill Lankin 


Lucille Young 
Wally Burke 
Seven Seas 
Danny Kaanna 
Hawk Shaw 
Mel Peterson 
Lillian Gibson 
Al McIntyre 
E Bush Quartette 
Siapsy Maxie’s 
Maxie Rosenbloom 
Joe Plotski 
Andy Sorrelli 
Cully Richards 
Al Norman 
Moore & Lewis 
Rita Carrol 
Tommy Reilly Ore 
Somerset House 
Jack Owens 
Johnny Lang 
Kay Gregory 
Harry Ringland 
Don & Beverly 
Tommy Blake Orc 
Swannee Inn 
Clif€ Richie Jr. 
Juanelda Carter 
Eddie Beal 
Topsy’s 
Ruth Denning 
Dale Waltz 
Wally Milam 
Mac Pepper 
Karee & Le Baron 
G Redman Ore 
Trocadero 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Tito Swingtette 
Ed South Ore 
Victor Hugo 
Ohman Ore 


Chuck Henry 


Phil 


CHICAGO 


Ambassador Hotel 
(Pump Koom) 

H McCreery Orc 

Betty Bryant 

Don & Audrey LeM 


(The Buttery) 
Cleo Brown 
LeMaire Rhumba O 


Bismarck Hotel 

(Walnut Room) 
Virginia Gibson 
Gloria Lee 
Hadley Gis 
Bob Belmont 
Pauline Swaun 
Betty Grey 
Herby Walsh 
Red Fields 
Patricia Long 
Phil Levant Ore 


Blackhawk 


Jack Teagarden Or 

Bill Anson 

Don Pedro Ore 

Linda Keene 

Bill Lockman 

Berni & Jovanna 

Eddie Barron 
Blackstone Hotel 
(Balinese Km) 


Jean Loach 
Crusader Orc 
Bon Alr 


Freddy Martin Ore 
Gertrude Niesen 
Eddie Garr 

Grace & Nikko 
Jackie Green 
Johnny Barnes 
Rose Girls 


Brevoort Hotel 
(Crystal Koom) 


Florence Schubert 
Charies Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Broadmont 


Herb Rudolph Ore 
Tony Gray 
Sandy Creighton 
Martell & Dain 
Cowans 
Betty Storey 
Ruth Phillips 
Ralph Hovey 

Chez Buckley 


Dick Buckley 

Joe Rio 

Olga Anton 

Sam Bari 

Ralph Lindgren Or 


Club Alabam 


Ann Suter 
Sadie Moore 
Jack Irving 
Bernie Adler 
Dorothy Dale 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Cocoanut Greve 
Dave Malcolm 
Marion Ford 
yalante & Leonardo 
Harvey & Hoxion 
Betty Jerome 
Lee Francis Ore 
Colosimos 
Willie Shore 
Charmaine 
Bogash & Bardine 
Lee Mason 
Frank Quatrell Orc 
Pronaph Gis 
Club Delisa 
Sem Robinson 
Mary Dixon 
Howard & Carita 
Patsy Styles 
Gienn Thomas 
Billy Eckstein 
Chippie Hill 
Rhythm Willle 
Charles !som 
Partelle Gis 
Red Saunders Ore 
Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 


Jehany Banga Ore 











(Peacock Rm) 
Joe Vera 


(Pompeiian Km) 
Irving Margrafft 


Del-Shore 


Geo Hamilton Orc 
Dolores Marcus 
Don Julian 
Margery 
Del-Shore Gls 
Dutch’s 


Raiph Cook 
Dolly Doline 
Collette 

Martell & 
Joy Kalese 
Knowlan Orc 


Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 


(Marine Room) 


Lawrence Welk Or 
De Angelo & Porter 
Mildred Stanley 
Walter Bloom 
Parnell Grina 
The Nighthawks 
Marine 4 
Harriet Smith Gis 
Herb Foote 
885 Club 
Keith Beecher Ore 
Paul Rosini 
Belva White 
Famous Door 
Esther Whittington 
Bryan Wolf 
Terry O'Toole 
Al Robinson Orc 
Franke’s Casine 
Marion Ford 
Easter & Hazelton 
Billie Rogers 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Orc 


Graemere Hotei 
(Glass House Km) 
Toasty Pall Ore 
Carl Bock 
Nonnie Morrison 
Woody La Rush 
Lorraine Voss 

Hickory Ina 

Kay Dare 
Joan & Eddie 
Tom Garvey 
Gondoliers Ore 

Hi Hat 
Marion & Denis 
Margo Gavin 
Kretiow Gis 
Sid Lang Ore 

Ivanhoe 
Dolores Donar 
Eddie Rice 
Kay Becker 
Vera Garrett 
Don Chiesta Ore 

L’ Aigion 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Eusebio Concialdi 
Spyros Stamos 
Don Quixote Ore 
Ennio Bolognini Or 

Hotel La Salle 
(Blue Front Room) 
Milt Herth Qre 
Dorothy” Convers 

Liberty Inn 
Pinky Tracy 
Toni Jene 
Margie Marshall 
Dorice Waters 
Billy Hill 
Rita Manning 
Jimmie O'Neil 
Earl Wiley Ore 


Limehouse 
Bob Tank Orc 


Millstone 
Ann Millstone 
Filo Whitman 
Ga:e Lawrence 
Betty Marries 


Dawa 





Della Bartell 
Jack Roland Ore 
Nyra Lou 
Muriel Joseph 
Sissie Robbins 
Patsy Du Brae 
Sharone 


Merrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Stan Ritoff Orc 
June St Claire 


Nappo Gardens 
Wharton Sis 
Angelica 
June St Clair 
Ruth Nixon 
Lois Hallem 
Genevieve Jacyna 


Old Heidelberg 


Old Heidelberg Co 
Octet 

Robert Kessier 
Franz & Fritz 
Swiss Hill Billies 
Raoul Kantrow 
Herbie Orc 


Palmer House 
(Empire Room) 


Joe Reichman Orc 
TI Opi 

Gerdon 4 

Bob Ripa 

Oxford 3 

Staples & Cerney 
Abbott Dancers 
Phil Dooley Orc 


Sherman Hotel 


(Celtie Cafe) 
Gene Kerwin Ore 
Jaros Sis 

Dome) 
James Hamilton 
Empire Boys 
lion Niles 
Jack & Jill Warner 
Jerry Glidden 


(Panther Room) 
Bunny Berigan Orc 
Wendy Bishop 
James Rushing 
Muggsy Spanier Or 
8 Jitterbugs 
Carl Marx 


Silver Cloud 


Helen DuWayne 
Frances Fay 

Jay Gilbert 

Louise Linda 
Marco & Virginia 
Frances Kay 
Hazel Zalus 

Nord Richardson 
Johnny McFaii Ore 


Sliver Frolics 


Harry Harris 
Elaine Rabey 
Tony & Gene 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 


Billy Carr 


—=a 


Dot Carlson Gis 
Connie Fasesaw 
Dolores Green 
Joan Woods 
Taylor & Allen 
Flo Ash 
Jane Dare 
Don & Betty Lynne 
Carol 
Inez Scott 
Jessie Roselle 
Dolly Sterling 
Patricia Perry 
Carmen 
Sol Lake Ore 
Tripoli 3 
Subway 
Ginger Dix 
Gladys George 
Gypsy Zena 
Mary Lou 
Frances Thomas 
Billy Kent 
Henry Sax Ore 
Thompson’s 16 Clee 
Ray Reynolds 


Weiss 2 
Kay Norre 
Betty Saxon 


Alice Hansen 
Patsy Thomas 
Marsh McCurdy 
Sammy Frisco Ore 


Three Deuces 


Baby Dodds 
Charles McBride 
} Julia Lee 
Lonnie Johnson 


Tower Inn 


Sam Haas 

Inez Gonan 
Mary Grant 
Hazel Bailey 
Kretlow Gls 
Wayne Bros 

3 Hawaiians 
Frank Davis Ore 


Town Club 


May de Fili 
Margie Dale 
Frankie Donia 
Eloise Land 
Kathleen Kay 
Byron & Willis 
Bob White 
Joe Nitti Orc 
Villa Moderne 
Carlos Moliras Ore 
Lucia Garcia 
Villa Venice 


{sham Jones Ore 
Vanessa Amon 
Chandra Kaly 
Rich’ds & Adrienne 
Charlotte Claire 
Orlando Ricalde 
De Quincey & G:- 
Winona Gardens 
Jimmy Ames 
Pat Allen 
Virginia Gilbert 
Lucille Johnson 
Frances West 
Nita La Tour 
Hazel Gregg 
Frank Snyder Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 


Anchorage 
Nitza & Rave! 
Judy Cummings 
Betty McKee 
John Leary 
Roger Kent Orc 


Bellevue-Stratford 
(Main Dining K’m) 
Meyer Davie Ore 


(Burgandy Room) 
Frank Juele Ore 
A Murray Dancers 


Benny the Bum’s 
Larry Vincent 
Ellen Terry 

Beryl Cooper 
Driskill Wolfe 
Harry Kahn Ore 
Kmar 


Cadillac Tavera 


Jack Newlon 
H Reynolds Ore 


Cafe Moroney 


Scarey Gavin 
Estelle DuPree 
Myrna DuMona 
Hal Pfaff Orc 
Isabelle Daniels 
Virginia Gane 


Club Morocce 


Joe Armstrong 
Keller Sis 

Mike Jaffree 
Jewell Ello 
Charlie Gains Ore 
Ralph Fielder 


Dutkin’s Rathskeller 


Frank Ponti 

Marrone & Gallo 

Joan Gardner 

Frances Deva 

Patsy Kelly 

Irving Braslow Orc 
Embassy 


Al Moore Orc 
Pedre Biance Ore 
George Clifford 


Evergreen Casino 


Tommy Monroe 
Helaine & Don’dson 
Ruthie Wayne 
Al Ethridge Orc 
1523 Clab 
Swing King Ore 
Beth Challis 
Ethelind Terry 
Mildred Gilson 
Virginia Lindsley 
Marion Lindsley 
Beverly Fisher 
Dolores Merrill 
Lorene Rhoda 
Forty-One Club 
Bobby Dell 
Marcelle Michaud 
Billy Brill 
Harry Bohn Orc 


Harris Tavern 


Alabama Corinne 
Bobby Lyons 
Greta LaMarr 
Betty Thomas 
Hildebrand’s 
Charlie Neid 
Joseph Smythe 
Rhythm Queens 
Abe Sher 
Anna Mae Phillips 
Lydia White 
Billie Richmond 
Bobby Lee Ore 


Hotel Adelphia 
(Hawatian Roocf) 
Frank Fisher 
Paul Valencia 
Suni Lauvi 
Siafiafi 
Momi-Kai 
Tui Lamaalelant 
Eddie Valencia Orc 
Jack Lynch’s 
(H Walton Koof) 
Vincent Risso Ore 
Barney Zeeman 


Bob Russell 
Glamour Gls (12) 
Helene Heath 
Thomas Martin 
Caperton & Col'bus 
Lois Harper 
Jimmy Blake 
Joe Frasetto Ore 
Lexington Casine 
Murry Wood 
Clifford & Jacksom 
Artie Nelson 
Coster & Rich 
Bobbie White 
Cashie Costelle 
Lexington $ 
Irene Kay 

Lido Venice 
Jack Griffin 
Billie Beck 
Peggy Martin 
Joy Sis 
tvelyn Bond 
Jamboree Ore 


Little Rathskeller 


Bob Carney 

Melba 

h.iaine Jordan 
McDonald & Ross 
Joan Davis 

4 Ink Spots 
Victor Hugo Ore 


Leonard Cook 
Deanne Rochelle 
3 Debs 
EKleanoro Landy 
Burns & Dunn 
Four Blossoms 
Billy Gates Orc 
Peacock Gardens 
Syivan Herman O 
Ann Reed 

Purple Derby 
Andy Russell 
Ray Allen Ore 
M & KB Mealey 
Anna White 
Jean O'Neill 
Dumont 
Dell Bennett 
Jean Lamar 


Rainbow Terrace 

(Strafford, Pa.) 
Leo Zollo Orc 
Mildred Rogers 
Ralph Eastwood 


Stamp’s Cafe 


Bert Lemish Ore 
Jack Hutchinson 
Johnny Welsh 
Marty Behn 
Nancy Lee 

jrace O'Hara 
Shelmerdine 
Charles & Barbara 


Silver Lake Inu 
(Clementon) 


Mickey Familant Of 
Alice Lucey 
Florodora Sextet 
Jane Patterson 

Val Mar 3 

Music Hall Gis 
Lillian Russo 
Barbara Joan 
Marie Holz 

George Reed 


1300 Cafe 


Sandra Shaw 
Camille Roberts 
Margie Frame 
Nan Roberts 
Texas Plant 

Venice Grille 
Joe Reilly 
Keil Sis 
Ada Reynolds 
Fay Ray 
George Marchett!l 0 
Al Pili 


Jerry Deimar Ore 
Murray Parker 
Lillie Maye 
Kippie Velez 

Joe Caracci 
Estelle Sioan 





Helena Brooks 


- 
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: jes Flacco Ore Harold Copeland Arlene Rice Ore 5” 
ee Wheel — westsingsen . re Big tee noe Vic Corpora , Chi Ss Gold Coast Room 
Wilson ic Ha ys xyayle Gaylor 
Al ia Belmont Avena & Martinez | Harry Meyers Hndsay's Sky-Club| =~ To Fold for the Summer | ’3— FE: P. b 
Bob Adams McConnell & Moore Hatton’s Club Poison Gardner | Ss ro e 


Buddy Roberts 
Ray Fitzgeraid 
Henry Kramer 
Frank Warren 
Joe o’Shea 

‘Al Bastian Ore 

r's Hof Brau 

Webet camden) 


se Hart 
ey Bruder 





Sinclair 3 

Zara Lee 

Bill Evans 

Sid Golden 

Signor Karmino 

J & T Shellenh'mer 
Eldoradians 


Yacht Club 


Jimmy Bailey 
Kitty Helmliug Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Athietie Club 


ial Munro Ore 
Chet & Marcia 


Bert Phillip’s 


Pep Babler 
Ethel Seidel 


Blatzs Palm Garden 


Gabby Rogers Ore 

A] Buettner Ore 
Cardinal Club 

Jay Burt Ore 
Chateau Club 

Btan Jacobsen Ore 

Johnny Poat 

6 Brucettes 

B & M Gates 

Jule Andrea 

Bebe Sherman 

Solly Ayres 

Thelma Ward 

Lane Arnold 

Chet Boswell 
Clever Club 

Harry Weber Ore 

Marge Young 

Eleanor Gail 

Flo Radke 

Don Kranich 

Margo 

Peggy Hall 

June Cole 

Eva Thornson 
Club Forest 

Virginia Grey 

Berdine Dici:son 

Helen Kaye 

Vera Welsh 

Mickey Goldman 
Club Madrid 

Jimmy Rotas Ore 

Jack Spangler 

Belby 2 

Janette Reid 

Millie Grosse 

Clab Milwaukean 


. m Otto Richtes Ore 


Club Sahara 
Gordie Bennett Ore 


Club Terris 


Gordon Genschore 
Mona Henderson 
Ethel Warren 
Phil Kestin 
Kathleen Kaye 
Dale & Dale 
Jean Renard 
June Hurley 
Congo Club 
Christine Mayberry 
Irma Wagner 
Yvonne Broadway 
Cristana Buckner 
Morton Brown 
Leonard Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Ben Boe Ore 
Bobbie Stuart 
Ralph Lewis 
Bailey & Lamarr 
Bert Gilbert 
Fadya Kubikoft 
Devines Eagles 
Billy Baer Ore 
Bob Garrity Ore 
Mabe! Drake 
Red Roberts Ore 
Gloria Gale 
Mamle’s Grotte 
Gus Brhley Ore 
Virg Hoffman 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) 
Carl Lorch Ore 
Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 
Helene Sturn 
Walter Merhoff 
Marguerite Dibble 


Larsen’s 

Ray Meadows Ore 
Last Round Up 

Jimmy Raye Ore 
Ken Keck” 

Lindy’s 
Dorothy Paige 
Marty Hoff 
Victor 


Log Cabin 
Carl Bergman Ore 
Miami Club 

Joy & Juanita 

Evelyn Nesbit 
Ray Martell 
Jay & Lucille 
4 Queens: 
Eleanor Leonard 
Jayne & Daye 
Polly Walters 
Pa, Lawrence 
Sy Geary 
Gene Emers!d 
Johnny Davie Ore 


Modernistie 


Charlie Agnew Ore 


ommy Tucker 
n Esche 
aureen Rosay 
Steve Swedis Ore 
Oasis 
Leo Shaw Ore 
Bnooke Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Eddie Zipp Ore 





Donna LuPau 
Ria De Vere 
Peggy Hall 
St Clair & Durand 
Nonie Morrison 
Louis Streeter 
Bobbie Kae 
Paris 
Joe Gumin Ore 
Keuny Kay 
Little Ray 
Bill Davidson 


Plantation Club 
Bert Bailey Ore 
Mary Webb 


Plantation 6 
Brown & Lyons 
Hunky Brown 
Buddy Tenier 

3 Jokers 


Rendervous 


Bob Matheson Orc 
Grace Brown 
Rendezvous 12 

La Nore Sis 

Marge O'Brien 
Helen Shower 
Evelyn Parr 

Jerry Lynn 

Billy Lamont 


Reno 
Biff Blake Ore 
Vivian Hotter 
Rusty Banks 
Ann Gregg 
Alma Williams 
Helen Claire 
Jean Hamilton 
Romona Brownvill 


Scaler's 


George Wald Orc 
Marie Kecky 
Jessie & Viola 
Dorothy Hamilton 
Bing Burdick 
Roma Costello 


706 Club 
Babe Laway Ore 
Teddy Capp 

Schwarts 


George Wald Ore 
Skipper Leone Orc 
Ray Wick 

Irene Griggs 
Claude Parmenter 


Six Point Club 
Casper Reda Ore 


State Gardens 


Ear! Rigg Ore 
Irene Schrank 
Anita Allen 
Rose Marie 
June Herman 
Eddie Kube 
Flo Bell 
Betty Lane 
sean Jacques 


Strand Aanex 


Simeon Philipoff 
Bert Snyder 
Elburta Johnson 
Billie Lamont 


Sunset Club 
Eddie Apple 
Tie Top Tap 


Joey Feldstein Ore 
Ken Leslie 

Zita & Anis 

Billy Gray 

Jerry Bergen 
Emma Galder 
Dolores Donar 
Claire & Stump 
Betty Jerome 


Town and Country 
Clab 


Tinney Liveng’d Ore 

Larry Powell 

Cameo Gis 

Irene Burke 

Helen Savage 

Dorothy Starr 

Laureen Nevelle 

Duke Maline 

Hal Barber 

Joan Rogers 

Mignon 

Rags Gallagher 
Toy’s 

Case Landis Ore 

26th & North Club 

Kay Crandell Ore 


Trocadero 


Miron Stuart Ore 
Jane Rubey 
Shutta & Kent 
Dolly O'Dea 
Woodard Sis 


Wirth’s Futuristic 


Bill Schweitzer Orc 
Jack Fexer 

Vailie Jay Ore 
Maureen Rosay 
Rogan & Mann 


Wisconsin Roof 
Fran Meekin Ore 
M Merrymaker Orc 
Nie Harper Ore 
Tom Sheridan 
Cappy Lewis 
Arnold Dupre 
Maxine Beguette 


Zanker Gardens 
Lyle Stann Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Alpine Village 
Otte Thurn Ore 
Robbins Family 
Lila, Bil) Forsythe 

argaret Aemme: 
Herman Pirchner 
Avalon 
Hy Barron Ore 
Bessie Brown 

a Sloe 

mnie LaVonne 
Allen @ Parker 
Dorot hey Wayne 


Alrway Club 


®y Singer Oro 
Judy Black 


Cedar Country Clob 
Frank Derrick Ore 


Monette Moore 
Slim Thomas 
Myra Taylor 


Cedar Gardens 
Duke Melvin Ore 
Triza 
Rich’ 
Mary Dixon 


4 Montgomery 


Howard & Carita 
Helen Wiles 


Chateau 
Pete Geraci Ore 
Leon LeVerdie 
Art West 
Leon's line 


_ College Ina 
Norman Brill Ore 
Robbie Collins 
Jack Raynor 


Freddie’s Cafe 


Tony Emma Orc 
Barbara Long 
Fritzie Wick 
Eddie Barnes 
Stanley Jabin 
Texas Rockets 

Golden Glow 
Pau! Simonetti Orc 
Mary Lou 
Gladys Delmar 
Camille 

Gourmet Club 





E Robinson Ore 





Rita White 
Lenny Colyer 
Bob Armstrong Pearl De Luca 
Marsna Stone 


Ruth Parker 
Hotel Allerton 
Sondra & J Steele 
Hotel Cleveland 
Gene Erwin Ore 
Walt Bergen Ore 
Hotel Sterling 
Marty Lake Ore 

Babe Sherman 
Joe Rose 

Hotel Hollenden 
Bob Millar Ore 
Sammy Walsh 
Martinet’s Crow 


Monaco’s Cafe 
Willard Pott’s Ore 
Marilyn Maynard 
Grant Wilson 


Mounds Club 


Dunes Boys 
Jules DeVorzon 
Jack Webb 


Ohloe Villa 


Freddie Carlone Or 
Mickey Katz 

3 Wilds 

Paul & Petite 
Barbara Long 
Pol-Mar line 


Callahan Sis 
Judy. Janis Seuthern Tavern 
Romany 3 Ted King Orc 


Don WKaye 

Ubangl Club 
Tommy Barnes Ore 
Hertel Collins 
Ethel Avery 


Hotel Statler 

C Hoagland Ore 
Jeanne Stewart 
Curtis Andrews 

Jack & Eddie’s Rose Morgan 
Chick Williams Sonny Carr 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Babettes 
Eric Correa Ore ~~ " 
Vernon & Vanoff yp ny 
Dorothy Wood pe needle 
Flo & Gloria Hart Bobb; Varges 

Celebrity Club 

Alan Gale Paddock Club 
Ben Traccy Marie Kibbe 
Frances Leslie Billie Harris 


Sonny & S Dah 
ae SS Same President Hotel 


Ruthie Warren Lola King Ore 

Eddy Bradd Ore Ritz Merry Go Rad 
Clicquot Club Nat Brandwrnne O 

Alice Fields Dale Sherman 


George Scotti 
Edythe Fields 





LETROIT 
Ambassador Oasis 
Bill Tracey Ken Conroy 
Rene Jans & Lynton 


Frank Brooks 
Dorothy Berlin 
Mary Jane 


Danny Beck 
Crandyl bis 
Mel-Lowe Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hote} Palm Beach 
(Book Casino) Amos Jacobs 
Lowry Clark Ore Rulston 


Don Arden Line 
Irma Dear 
Don Pablo Ore 
Powatan 
Wesley Whiteh’se 
Mildred Fenton 
Winnie Hoveler Gls 
Sammy Dibert Ore 
Sake 
Dancing Remos 
Johnny Hale 
Shirley Handler 


(Motor Bar) 
Vic Abbs Ore 
Chene-Trombley 
Danny Beck 
Gloria Shayne 
Bill Frazier 
Martin & Lee 
Hank Finney Ore 
Commodore Club 
Virginia ae 
Harry Watkins . 
Kurtis Marionettes | Dorethy Mayo 
Artist Models Betty Robin 
Harker Thomas O Don Juan Rodrico O 
i i San Diego 
Eastw G wed Quintas & Mona 
Henry Busse Orc Marion Kaye 
Jefferson Beach 


yeo Presnell 
Dick Barrie Ore Merle & Earl Ore 
Anita Boyer 


Statler Hotel 
Eddie Metcalf (Terrace Room) 
Nebiolo’s 


Frank Gagen Ore 
Armando & J To-Jo Farms 
Di Giovanni Hal Boorn Ore 
eae asthe One Walled Lake Casino 
Northwood Inn Tommy Tucker Orc 
Ted & Mary Taft Westwood Gardens 


Herbert Dexter Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Ben Young Ore Harriet Hilliard 


PITTSBURGH 
Anchorage Harry Martian 
Johnny Frits 
Mughie Morton Ore Al talarein 
Maynard Deane hatin Gandeiia 
Arlington Lodge : Seo 


Etzi Covato Ore 
Art Norkus Ore Bernie Perella 





Michael Strange 
Balconades Johnny Morris 
Clyde Knight Ore Dick Smith . 
t Lee Betty Nylander 
Jone . P Larry & Davis 
Bill Green’s Nora Lewis 


Jack McLean Ore 
Tommy Cunn ghem 
3 Jacks 

Howdy Snortland 


Kenny woed 


Benny Burton Orc 
Neil Buckley 


Stormy Gormely Ida Iola 
Don Gilbert Flying Otaris 
Crest New Penn 


Jimmy Bray Ore 
Thompson Sis 
Betty Gay 
Francis Robb 
Eddie Myers 
Dorothy Drake 
Billy Sloan 
Nixen Cafe 
Al Marsico Ore 
Bob Carter 
Sybil Roth 
Teslies 
Rulson, Tamara & B 


Rettle Angelo Di Paima 
Regine + ; Nut House 
Nick Parillo 5 Rhythmaniacs 


adie Peyton's Boogy-Woogy 
e 


Jack Lewis 
Mike Peyton 


Harry Nosokoff 
Tommy Dolan Orc | Reggie Dvorak 
Lennie Green 


Johnny Roberts Orc 
Everett Haydn 
Carnevale Puppets 


Club Carlisle 
Red Mitchell Oro 


Club Petite 


Piccolo Pete Ore 
Marion Mason 
Vera Barnett 
Fio Parker 
Allen & Davis 
Louie Amen 


Al Mercur 


Bertha Mulier Jim Buchanan 
Donna Geisler Pines 
El Congo Lee Shelley Ore 
Plaza Cafe 


King Bass Ore 
Tondelayo & Lopez 
Grant Page 

Nick Brooks 

Ruth Baker 

Hazel Calloway 
Billie McAllister 


Evergreen Gardens 
George Baurer Orc 


Dave Jeffreys 
Marion Mason 


Lois Donn 
Rose Kenny 
Hotel Henry Betty Benson 
Dale Harkness Orc hLico-Eds (5) 


Rotel Jacktown Caion Grill 


Freddy Castle Ore Art Yagello 
Hotel Roosevelt | Frank Natale 


Bon Aire 3 
Schen! Webster Hall 
Hotel away Nelson Maples Ore 


Howard Baum Ore | puzzy Kounts 


Buzz Aston George Weber 
Jack Rogers Buzz Mayer 


Jimmy Peyton Ore 
Adele Curtis 
Sidney & Ames 
Dewey Moon 

Jack Morgan 
Chicquita 


Riviera 
Earl Mellen Ore 
Show Boat 


H Middleman Ore 
Billy Keaton 


Hotel William Penn West View 
(Urban f) Larry Funk Ore 

Bob Crosby Ore 3 Deteros 

Marion Mann 

Dorothy Claire Willows 


Haskell Bili Marshall Ore 
(Continental Bar) | Berbara Rush 
Billy Catizone Jobuny Duify 











Chicago, June 27. | 

The Drake hotel shuttering the| 
swank Gold Coast Room following 
the exit shorily of Phil Spitalny’s 
orchestra. 





e15 YEARS AGOece 


(From Variety) 





All five companies of ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose,’ weren't letting the summer 
slack get them All continuing 
through the hot months, including 
the No. 1 unit at the Republic, New 
York, which was trying for a three- 
year run on Broadway. 





A $4.000.000 bond issue was to be 
floated by the Shuberts following the 
incorporation of a 250,000-share stock 
company in Albany. 





Vulgarity of words and action was 
out forever on the Columbia burley 
circuit, according to orders issued 
by Sam Scribner. 


A. L. Erlanger awarded the deci- 
sion in a suit against his former part- 
ner, Mare Klaw, involving the Gaiety 
theatre, N. Y. 





A new field for performers jobless 
during the summer was ‘social di- 
recting’ at resorts. 





‘Blue Bandanna’, starring Sidney 
Blackmer, looked headed for the red 
in its Broadway debut. ‘Her Way 
Out,’ with Purnell Pratt and Hobart 
Cavanaugh, was in, however, 





Eric Von Stroheim and Metro 
straightened out their differences and 
he signed to direct Mae Murray in 
‘The Merry Widow.’ He was also to 
write the scenario. 





Jack Osterman and Robert War- 
wick headed the Palace bill, with 
the former going over particularly 
well. Abe Lyman’s orchestra, Gilda 
Gray. Gallagher and Shean were at 
the Hipp, while (Bill) Frawley and 
Marwick ‘broke in a new act at the 
5th Ave. 





Hobart Henley completed the first 
film to go through the new Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer amalgamation. Cast 
included Eleanor Boardman, Adolph 
Menjou, Conrad Nagel, Hedda Hop- 
per, Jean Hersholt, Virginia Lee 
Corbin and Dorothy Dwan, among 
others. 





Number of film casting agents ‘n 
New York organized to fight dis- 
reputable agents. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








Ex-ozoners who make this colony 
proud: 

Manny Kay just ended one year’s 
grind as principal comic in stock at 
the Columbia theatre, Boston. 

Dolph Singer has left here with 
that sure feeling. 

Tommy Vicks (Vicks and Law- 
rence) m.c.ing and helping his 
brother run a New Hampshire sum- 
mer spot. 

Frank Gilchrist (Juggling Gills) 
operates a gas station and camp on 
the Boston Post road. ~ 

Henry (‘Hank’) Hearn, who head- 
quarters in Charlotte, N. C., working 
for UA. 

Cecile (‘Fritz’) Haffermann now a 
successful novelty stor operator in 
Revere, Mass. 

Joseph Parker. ex-NVA and Will 
Rogersite, meddling in New Jersey 
politics. 

Carl Greaves, minstrel] tenor of by- 
gone days, a partner in Plattsburg, 
N. Y., beer spot. 

Ben Huvrhes columnmg for the 
local weekly Mirror as ‘Benny the 
Gent.’ 

Merion Green, who was taken from 
the Hotel Saranac to the Ala-Vista 
lodge following a setback, is com- 
in’ around. 

Two new arrivals at the Rogers 
from New York are Mrs. Margaret 
Davies and Rose Carp. Both under 
observation. 

Fred Schrader. who did the trick 
here, berk to work. 

The Hap Wards. Boston, ogling 
their son, Hap, Jr., who’s making a 
comebeck. 

Dr. Edgar Maver, former medical 


director of the NVA sanatorium here, 


vacashing on Crescent bay and mit- 
ting the sang at the Rogers. 

Sam Putnam, who took that rib 
operation, back at the lodge and do- 
in? well. 

Eddie Hendrickson and Ken Far- 
mer (Warners). ogling this colony 
end mitting Cliff Farmer at the 
Rovers. 

“tike Coiohn and Tom _  Setta, 
Brookivn, helloing their relatives. 

Write to these whe are ill, 





(Continued from page 43) 





ae | A. Green, president of AFL: the Na- 
Room isn’t expected to relight be-| 


fore late September or early October. | 


tional or State Labor Relations 
Board, President Roosevelt, Gover- 
nor Lehman or Mayor LaGuardia. 


During the week two open at- 
tempts and numerous private over- 
tures were made by Miss Tucker’s 
friends to persuade her to resign 
the presidency of AFA, but she 





steadfastly refused to do so until 
'the Four A’s charges are heard. In 
| the report of its probe, the Four A’s 
| investigating committee specifically 
| placed ‘no responsibility for any of 
| the matters in this report on the 
members of the acting profession as- 


councillors or members, 
} and genuine interest in the welfare 
lof the actor is the backbone of all 
| actors’ unions. Whatever responsi- 
| bility exists, rests upon those execu- 
| tives on the payroll of the AFA who 
/are entrusted by the acting profes- 
sion to handle the matters referred 
| to in this report.’ 
Seph Spurns Cantor 

Subsequently, Eddie Cantor, past 
president of AFA, who had asked 
the membership not to give White- 
head a vote of confidence at last 
week’s mass meeting, wired Miss 
Tucker that, as a friend of more 
than 20 years’ standing, he appealed 
to her to resign so as not to become 
innocently involved in a situation 
for which she was not responsible. 
She refused, observing that Cantor 
has deserted his fellow-actors with- 
out a hearing. 


Fred Keating, 





another former 


lic statement on the Coast, saying 
in part, ‘I was shocked to read that 
anyone as brave and honorable as 
my good friend Sophie Tucker 
should be exploited in the present 
difficulties within the American 
Federation of Actors. I resent So- 
phie’s being used in this manner 
and I am grieved that she could 
imagine that the present investiga- 
tion could be, in any manner, a re- 
flection upon her integrity. Noth- 
ing could be further from the truth.’ 


The same determination to shield 
Miss Tucker from any complicity in 
the criticism of AFA affairs was re- 
peatedly shown at the mass meet- 
ing held early yesterday (Tuesday) 
morning at the Palm Garden, N. Y., 
by the ‘Ferrets,’ newly-organized op- 
position faction in the union. Copies 
of the Keating statement were dis- 
tributed at the meeting and a reso- 
lution was overwhelmingly passed 
endorsing it as the sentiment of the 
400 members present. Also, during 
the course of the meeting, Chairman 
Phil Irving and various speakers 
individually praised Miss Tucker 
and expressed their belief in her 
integrity. 

It was likewise revealed by Four 
A’s officials that the investigating 
committee’s report criticising the 
conduct of AFA affairs was pur- 
posely withheld for three days to 
permit Miss Tucker to withdraw 
from the situation. When her re- 
fusals continued, heads of the va- 
rious AFA affiliates in New York 
and on the Coast finally agreed to 
permit release of the report and 
charges. 

In contrast to last week’s mass 
meeting called by Miss Tucker and 
Whitehead, yesterday morning’s op- 
position session was comparatively 
orderly. The only flurries of ex- 
citement occurred when various per- 
sons spoke in praise of Miss Tucker 
(and were applauded), when a 
Whitehead supporter said the exec- 
utive-secretary ‘is incapable of any- 
thing against AFA’ and that the 
union is ‘his brainchild’ (boos), and 
when several non-members and 
what apeared to be a professional 
radical agitator attempted to take 
over the course of the meeting. 

In contrast to the administration 
gathering, which broke up in a near- 
riot, everyone had a chance to air 
his pet theories and grievances, a 
whole program of resolutions and 
recommendations was drawn up 
and passed and the groundwork was 
laid for a permanent opposition 
movement within the union. Strik- 
ing feature of the meeting was the 
weil-planned order, the skill, cool- 
ness, temperance and _ tolerance 
shown by those in charge. Although 
the attendance was smaller than the 
previous week’s session, the gather- 
ing gave overwhelming proof of the 
widespread and intense dissatisfac- 
tion among the rank and file mem- 
bership over the manner in which 
the union has been run. However, 
the insurgents stressed their loyalty 
to AFA and quickly nixed a sugges- 





tion for a dues strike against the 
administration. 
8-Point Program 

Actual business of the get-togeth- 
er was capsuled into four formal 
resolutions regarding the union’s 
present difficulties and an eight-point 
program of proposed reforms. Reso- 
lutions, all of which had been pre- 
pared by the ‘Ferrets’ in advance 
and were passed after brief discus- 





sociated with the AFA as officers, | 
Their real 


AFA president, also issued a pub-| 


sion, were (1) ‘To endorse the action 


|of the Four A’s in their current in- 


vestigation of the AFA and to abide 
by their decision,’ (2) ‘To demand 
the resignation of Miss Tucker, 


| Whitehead and the entire council if 


the decision is guilty,’ (3) ‘We de- 
mand that Sophie Tucker and White- 
head and the council do not interfere 
with any legal technicalities or 


|secede from the Four A’s and to 


abide by the rules of the trial board 
appointed impartially by the Four 
| A’s,” (4) ‘We respectfully ask that 
| the investigating committee of the 
‘Four A’s grant the anti-Administra- 
| tion group of AFA a hearing through 
/a committee of six, to state our 
grievances and assert the facts of the 
| autocracy within the union, so that 
| we may be assured of a democratic 
| union based on the vote of the ma- 
jority of the membership.’ 

The eight-point program for re- 
form included the following: (1) de- 
| linquent members be admitted to 
| meetings, but not permitted to vote, 
| (2) liberal dues adjustment for mem- 
| bers in arrears, (3) action to eliminate 

duplication of dues by working out 
|a single membership card for all af- 
| filiate unions, (4) compulsory use of 


AFA standard contracts and elimin- 


|ation of the one-day clause, (5) 
licensing and regulation of agents, 
(6) working agreements with other 
AFL unions, such as waiters, dish- 
washers, etc., to obtain contracts 
with niteries, (7) elimination of all 
death benefit assessments, (8) higher 
minimum wage scale and setting of 
a maximum number of perform- 
ances, 

Other proposals enthusiastically 
received included a_ suggestion to 
hold more membership meetings, 
discontinue the policy of making re- 
hearsal pay contingent on employer 
profits, hold elections in the fall 
when performers are in New York, 
grievance committee with regular 
hours for hearing member come 
plaints, copy of constitution and by- 
laws for all members, sick fund and 
unemployment relief, privilege of the 
membership to okay all union ex- 
penses over $300, organizing a Wash- 
ington lobby to safeguard performer 
interests in legislation and more 
complete financial reports. 

Leaders of the ‘Ferrets,’ seated on 
the platform, were Phil Irving, 
chairman; Elton Rich, Charles Arno, 
Ray Dodge, Peter Wells, Duke 
Grenada and Jack Ware. In antici- 
pation of the violence that marked 
the previous week’s meeting, there 
were 15 cops and several plain- 
clothes men to keep order, but they 
weren't needed. The dailies also 
covered the session with numerous 
reporters and photographers, but the 
proceedings failed to provide any 
graphic excitement to rival the 
former get-together. 

Personnel of the Four A’s tribunal 
to hear the charges against AFA be- 
ginning July 10, is as follows: 

Equity: Walter N. Greaza, Reed 
Brown, Jr., and Maida Reade, with 
Winifred Lenihan and Ben Lack- 
land alternates; AFRA: Alex McKee, 
Mark Smith and Mrs, Emily Holt, 
with Wilfred Lytell and Ted De Cor- 
sia alternates; AGMA: Frank Chap- 
man, Eva Gauthier and Leo Fischer, 
with Margaret Speaks as alternate; 
SAG: Lucille Gleason, Richard 
Bishop and Frank McNellis: Chorus 
Equity: Philip Loeb, Alfred Kap- 
peler and Ruth Richmond, with 
Emily March as alternate; Hebrew 
Actors Union: Jean Greenfield; 
Reuben Guskin and Charles Cohan; 
Hugarian Actors & Artists: Tibor 
Gathy and Lily de Lyse: Brother 
Artist (Burlesque) Assn.: Thomas J. 
Phillips and Pat Kearney; Hebrew 
Chorus Union: Michael Zwiback; 
Italian Actors: Ario Dramis. AFA 
is entitled to three delegates on the 
tribunal, but the union has so far 
not selected them. 

It was revealed that District At- 
torney Dewey’s office had subpoe- 
naed the reports of the Four A’s 
investigating committee and the 
auditor, which are the crux of the 
accusations against the union’s ad- 
ministration. AFA’s attorney, Abra- 
ham J. Halperin, denied that Dewey 
had seized the union books and 
made public a letter from the prose- 








cutor’s office acknowledging that 
fact. 
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Paul Robeson Gets 


Record $8,100 


In ‘Emperor Jones’ at White Plains 





Paul Robeson is figured to have set 
some sort of a strawhat record last 
week when he grossed about $8,100 
in eight performances in ‘The Em- 
peror Jones’ at the Ridgeway the- 
atre, White Plains. Scale was raised 
to a $2.75 top for the engagement, 
somewhat above normal for summer 
stock. House seats 480, with no ac- 
commodations for standees. 

Theatre has Gladys Cooper and 
Philip Merivale this week in ‘Spring 
Meeting’ and the business is under- 
steod to be holding up fairly well, 
but the regular $2.20 top has been | 
resumed, so the take can’t compare | 
with Robeson’s draw. Negro star 
played to absolute capacity every 
performance. 

Not known whether the $8,100 was 
actually a strawhat record, but it 
was a high for the Ridgeway. Helen 
Hayes grossed about the same total 
last season in ‘What Every Woman 
Knows’ at the  smaller-capacity 
County theatre, Suffern, N. Y., but 
that was at a $3.30 top. As in that 
case, as in most instances when name 
players appear in strawhat clicks, it 











was figured that the gross might 


have been several times that high if | 


the capacity of the house permitted. 





Band Box Relights 
Suffield, Conn., June 27. 

Fourth season of summer stock by 
the Band Box players was inaugu- 
rated this evening at the Playhouse 
with the revival of ‘Let Us Be Gay.’ 
Company is an all-Equity one. 

Shows will be given Tuesday 
through Saturday nights weekly. 
Mary Ann Dentler directs. Peggy 
Blake handles publicity. 





Rural Notes 

Sally Eilers will appear in ‘The 
College Widow’ this summer at the 
Mohawk Drama festival, Union Col- 
lege, Schenectady, N._ Y....the 
Peterborough players, Stearns Farm, 
Peterborough, N. H., open their 
season tonight (Wednesday) with 
George Kelly’s ‘The Torchbearers’ 
... Outward Bound’ will have its 
only strawhat revival this summer 
at the Siasconset casino, Nantucket, 
Mass., with Morgan Farley repeat- 
ing his role of the Playhouse (N. 
Y.) production...the Port Washing- 
ton (Wis.) Summer playhouse, 
which claims to be the first profes- 
sional strawhat in the state, opened 
last week with ‘The Bishop Mis- 
behaves,’ This week’s offering is 
‘Penny Wise.’ 

Dorothy Stone and Charles Col- 
lins will star in ‘Buddies’ July 10 
at the Wharf theatre, Provincetown, 
Mass....Mildred Natwick will co- 
star with Douglas Montgomery in 
‘Autumn Crocus’ the week of July 
31 with the North Shore players, 
Marblehead, Mass....John Most, as- 
sistant stage manager of ‘What a 
Life’ at the Mansfield, N. Y., is 
taking three weeks’ furlough to di- 
rect a production of the Clifford 
Goldsmith comedy at the Deer Lake 

(Continued on page 51) 


3 MGTS. WIN EQUITY 
WORK, PAY CONCESH 


Seven-day week, previously con- 
ceded to the Globe theatre and ‘Hot 
Mikado’ at the New York World’s 
Fair, was yesterday (Tuesday) ex. 
tended by Equity council to ‘Rail- 
roads on Parade,’ the remaining 
expo show using legit players. Un- 
der the waiver, the players must be 
paid time-and-a-half for the extra 
day’s performance. 

Council also granted concessions 
to two other managements. Ben 
Boyar and Leonard Sillman were 
permitted to rehearse their contem- 
plated stock company at the Belasco, 
N. Y., two weeks for each produc- 
tien, instead of the regular one week, 
but must pay for the additional 
week, besides guaranteeing a two- 
week run for each show. 

Fortune Gallo, who plans touring 
four productions next fall under the 
Legitimate Theatre Corp., was given 
a waiver to close two of the shows 
on the road for two weeks at Christ- 
mas, paying the cast $30 for the sec- 
ond week, and laying off the other 
two shows four weeks in New York, 
but guaranteeing at least four weeks’ 
engagement thereafter. 

Frank Gillmore, president of the 
parent Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America, also appeared 
before the council to ask for a raise 
in the per capita tax from $1 to $1.50 
a year per paid-up member. 








Priests Bar ‘Daughter’ 
From St. John Booking 


St. John, N. B., June 27, 
‘Yes, My Darling Daughter,’ per- 
formed by the London Repertory 
Co., an all-English outfit, returning 





| from the West Indies, took the count 


before they got started in St. John. 

Howard Fairtlough, director-pro- 
ducer-player, and S. F. Attwood, 
manager of the repertory group, 
made a percentage agreement for St. 
Peter’s Auditorium, in a school and 
part of St. Peter’s Catholic parish. 

‘Daughter’ was billed for four 
days, starting June 21. It would 
have been the first time a profes- 
sional troupe played the 750-seat St. 
Peter’s. However, the Redemptorist 
Fathers, who govern St. Peter’s 
parish, shortly after 6 p.m. on the 
opening night, informed Fairtlough 
and Attwood that ‘Daughter’ was 
barred. 


However, the company obtained an 
emergency booking for one perform- 
ance, a midnighter, at the Capitol, 
local picture theatre. The date was 
arranged because of local interest in 
the controversy. 


Previously, the repertory troupe 
had been unable to get a booking at 
any of the local professional thea- 
tres, hence the arrangements for the 
church aud. 


Backers Walk Out 
On Philly Rep. Unit; 
Council Aid Sought 


Philadelphia, June 27. 

Able to get plenty of promises of 
cooperation, but no coin to get 
started, group of socialite women 
promoting a professional repertory 
company for Philly, the Philadel- 
phia Theatre, Inc., have given up 
the plan. 


It’s not quite dead yet, however, 
for William Haggerty, p.a. for 
Joseph Becker, operator of the Wal- 
nut, where the rep would be housed, 
is attempting to sell the Philadelphia 
Theatre Council on the idea. 


Council, only recently established, 
is not planned as a subscription or- 
ganization, but merely as a group 
to exert pressure for better Philly 
legit bookings. It’s dubious about 
getting entangled with anything re- 
quiring actual subscriptions, such as 
would be required by the rep com- 
pany, fearing the same fate that 
befell the Philadelphia Theatre. 


Plan of the rep group was to pre- 
sent a 10-week season in the -fall, 
giving five plays for two weeks 
each. Subscriptions were $10 per 
pair. Producer Leslie Spiller had 
planned to open a casting office in 
New York in August, using only 
Equity members. Second 10-week 
season during the winter was 


—— if the first proved success- 
ul. 











Success Assured For 
Memphis Al Fresco 


Memphis, June 27. 

With $15,000 in advance ticket 
sales already banked and the open- 
ing still 10 days away, financial suc- 
cess of mid-Dixie’s only outdoor mu- 
sical project, the Memphis Open Air 
Theatre, is regarded now as virtu- 
ally assured. Five-week season is 
budgeted at $45,000, a third more 
than was spent in the initial venture 
last year, but the advance is already 
twice as great as it was on opening 
night in 1938, 

Reginald Hammerstein, of the 
Broadway family, will make his bow 
as producer Friday, July 7, with 
‘New Moon.’ Other operas to fol- 
low are ‘Roberta, ‘Babes in Toy- 
land,’ ‘No, No, Nanette’ and ‘Vaga- 
bond King.’ 

Local choruses and supporting 
players will constitute casts built 
around professionals. First show is 
to include Guy Robertson, Nancy 
McCord, Jack Sheehan, Eric Matt- 
son, Helen Gray and Robert. Pitkin. 

Shows run for a week each in 
4,000-seat al tresco theatre in Over- 
ton Park. Local Junior Chamber of 
Commerce pioneered in the move- 
ment last year and is sponsoring 
again this season’ with general civic 





cooperation. 


Versatile Kid 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 

Orson Welles’ ‘Five Kings’ 
missed Pittsburgh by 10 days 
this spring when it folded in 
Philly a week before its sched- 
uled engagement here at the 
Nixon, so Welles decided to give 
his local admirers ‘Four Aces’ 
instead. On his final day at the 
Stanley last Thursday (22), by 
way of relaxation and to cele- 
brate the end of his p.a. tour, 
he did the Rajah in his ‘Green 
Goddess’ sketch as four different 
stars at succeeding shows. 

In the morning he was Charles 
Laughton, in the afternoon John 
Barrymore, in the evening Al- 
fred Lunt and at night Herbert 
Marshall. Customers ate it up. 














ADMITS TAKING 





1006 FROM 
BECK 


Cross examination of Lillian Saxon 
Schrein, former secretary to Martin 
Beck, New York showman and for- 
mer vaudeville magnate, was com- 
pleted in N. Y. General Sessions 
Court Monday (26). Defendant, whom 
Beck accuses of embezzling same | 
$60,000, admitted that she took about | 
$40,000 from the Beck theatre (legit) 
corporation in 1934 and around $60,- 
000 in 1936. Mrs. Schrein testified, 
however, that the money was in the 
nature of gifts from Beck and there- 
fore she had not ‘eclared the 
amounts in her income tax returns. | 
Manager estimates the peculations | 
total $500,000. Case is due to go to) 
the jury today (Wednesday). 


His niece-by-marriage stated that | 
she protected Beck from income tax | 
investigations, in the matter of ‘ice’ 
on tickets sold by agencies. She in- 
dicated that the money she’s charged 
with taking was in the form of box- | 
office gratuities, money received 
from the brokers above the regular 
price, Under the law, if a manager 
accepts more than the established | 
price, 50% must be paid the Gov-| 
ernment. Federal agents in the last | 
year or two have claimed that the | 
same applies to money accepted by | 
boxoffice people: Latter insist such 
coin is for service. A number have 
been assessed by the collector re- 


gardless. 
| 














Questioned about horse bets, de-. 
fendant claimed she and Beck were 
partners in such wagering through 
which they lost heavily, though in 
1937 she said she won $5,567. Sev- 
eral bookmakers were named and 
Mrs. Schrein admitted paying two of 
them $5,000 each at various times. 
Jeff Bernie, brother of Ben, a bookie 
commissioner, was among those men- 
tioned as collecting. Admission was 
made by the witness, too, that she 
signed the manager’s income tax re- 
turns and notarized the signatures. 
Asked if she realized that was 
perjury, she answered: 

‘T’d do anything for Mr. Beck.’ 

She testified again that last year 
she told her husband of relations 
with the manager but that they con- 
tinued to live together. Defense 
sought to show that Beck and the 
secretary, whom he always referred 
to as Lillian, were still close after 

(Continued on page 51) 


CHRISTIAN REFUGEE 
BENEFIT GROSSES 116 


Benefit performance at the Winter 
Garden, New York., Thursday (22) 
midnight in aid of Christian German 
refugees approximated proceeds of 
$11,000. Event was strongly sup- 
ported by a number of Jewish pro- 
fessionals. 

Highlight of the show was a strip- 
tease by Tallulah Bankhead, the bit 
rousing a gale of laughter. Star had 
never seen such a number, so she 
visited a 42d street burley house 
during a matinee, accompanied by 
Antoinette Perry and Worthington 
Miner, who directed the perform- 
ance. 

Miss Bankhead, who's appearing 
in ‘Little Foxes’ at the National, hit 
page one earlier in the week by 
flying to Washington to intercede 
with her uncle, Senator John Bank- 
head, to have the WPA theatre proj- 
ect, which the house ruled out, 
placed back in the relief appropria- 











tion bill. 


| with only a few minor flaws noticeable. 
| gripping portrayal] in the leading part, although her southern accent is 








Inside Stuf—tegit = 


Victor Leighton was a witness in the case of Lillian (Saxon) Schrein 
whom Martin Beck accuses of embezzling nearly $500,000 from him. That 
the defendant was able to get a series of blank checks with Leighton’s 
signature during the time he managed Beck’s legit house in New York 
indicates how solidly entrenched she was with the showman. Leighton 
testified that several of those checks turned up two years after he quit 
the job. Aware of the bank balances, Mrs. Schrein used the Leighton. 
signed checks when she needed the cash, he stated. It is charged she se. 
cured $13,000 thereby. 

Leighton was formerly chief booker for Klaw & Erlanger, after which 
he and George Leffler booked independently and spotted several profitable 
attractions into the Beck theatre. He is currently one of the managers of 
the Aquacade, at the N. Y. World’s Fair. 


The new Saturday closing of New York banks over the summer will 
result in some revision of Equity’s rules concerning payment of casts’ 
salaries in instances where managers call on the association to use funds 
deposited for that purpose. Probable that managers will be required to 
notify Equity by Friday morning at the latest so that checks may then 
be drawn. Some method whereby players can secure the cash will be 
worked out. 

To date, the Saturday closing order, which has been adopted by all 
leading banks, is effective during July and August. Equity’s payoff func- 
tions will not be taxed, save possibly by some summer stocks. Saturday 
suspension, however, may be extended through the year. Closing is pur- 
suant to the Quinn bill, an amendment to N. Y.’s general construction 








| law, which affects hours and wages. 





‘The Little Foxes,’ in its fifth month at the National, N. Y., avoids the 
customary letdown associated with plays that have had lengthy stays, 
Apparently, producer Herman Shumlin has held regular check-up re- 
hearsals, for the performance retains remarkable integrity and precision, 
Tallulah Bankhead still gives a 


uneven. Charles Dingle over-grimaces the villainy of the older brother 
and Florence Williams’ sincerity is slightly high-pitched as the daughter. 
Frank Conroy, Patricia Collinge, Carl Benton Reid and Dan Duryea all 
retain knife edge. Drama itself remains repellant and yet fascinating. 





Robert Milford, manager of ‘The Women’ last season, has been wed 
four times and contemplates a fifth as soon as he’s freed from blonde 
Diane (Chicadee) Walker. They married when she appeared in ‘The Great 
Waltz,’ which he managed for Max Gordon. Miss Walker has applied in 
New York for a divorce, introducing evidence that when two of her girl 
friends visited his apartment about a job, they saw a strange blonde there. 

Effie Afton, who appeared on the road in ‘The Women’ last season, and 
is in the London company, has told friends that she and Milford will wed. 
Miss Afton, who, too, is blonde, has also been married several times. 





‘Run Li’l Chillun,’ Negro folk saga, reportediy changed hands on the 
stage of the Savoy theatre, San Diego, a few hours before opening curtain 
when word came that the Federal Theatre was through. With house two- 
thirds sold, William H. Lusher, former WPA supervisor in Los Angeles, 
is said to have arranged with Hall Johnson, author-owner of the musical, 
to take it over at 1 p.m. day of opening. Meant issuing new tickets, re- 
sulting in considerable confusion, and building new scenery on five hours’ 
notice, but show opened on time to enthusiastic crowd. A Pasadena family 
is reported backing the private production. 





Mortimer Fishel, 61, who died in New York last week, was once the 
attorney for Klaw & Erlanger and his firm, Dittenhoefer, Gerber & James, 
later Dittenhoefer, Fishel & Knox, represented David Belasco and other 
legit showmen in the pre-World War days. In later years Fishel became 
interested in prison labor and was an authority on prison labor laws, The 
veteran barrister was a familiar figure in the Hunting Room of the Hotel 
Astor, N. Y., where he occupied the same luncheon table for several 
decades, 

Horace MacMahon, in New York from Hollywood on vacation, visited 
the racetrack, using a betting sysiem he learned on the Coast. Number 
of people introduced themselves, saying they saw him in gangster films 
and gratuitously slipping him also-rans, too. 

He visited his aunts in Norwalk, Conn. They were not impressed by his 
success on the Coast and assigned him to moving the furniture around, 





Dave Burns, American comic, who has been appearing in London shows 
and British films, is in N. Y. for a visit. He will return next month to 
appear in a revue to be produced by Robert Ellison and Alfred Shaugh- 
nessy, show being tentatively called ‘You Can Have the Moon.’ 

Burns is also cast for ‘They Came By Night,’ feature film to be made by 
Gainsborough, which releases through 20th-Fox. 





New Play Scripts 





a 


‘He Whe Laughs,’ comedy-drama 
by Robert E. Larkin, has been 
adapted from a story by Arthur 
Stringer. 


Hjordis Swenson, agent for Scan- 
dinavian works, is offering three 
translations from the Swedish: 
‘Abraham’s Offering,’ by Finn Hal- 
vorsen; ‘Cant,’ a drama in verse 
about Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, 
both translated by Ingelson-Lund- 
sten, and ‘If I Had Money,’ Edgar 
Ingelson’s adaptation of Ejnar How- 
alt’s original, 

‘Lover Finds Husband,’ by Robert 
Gordon Dare, is a three-character 
comedy with a Greenwich Village 
studio locale. 


‘Master Simicious,’ described as a 
satirical fantasy by Vasilios Fesso- 
poulos, deals with the Scopes evolu- 
tion trial, with William Jennings 
Bryan, Clarence Darrow and George 
Bernard Shaw among the characters. 


David Arnold Balch has authored 
‘Chesterfield,’ a ‘malicious comedy.’ 

Edward C. Davis has finished a 
new one, “The General.’ 

‘The Devil’s Crown,’ from the Ger- 
man of Earl D. Aikin, has been 
translated by Walter Klincke. 

‘O the Windy Side of the Law,’ by 
by Edmund B. McGarvey, is making 
the rounds. 

Paula Gould, in pictures for years, 





who recently turned to writing, has 





done a play, ‘Next to Closing’ deals 
with show biz. 

George Middleton in Washington 
to do research for new play with 
U. S. historical background. 

David Howard’s ‘Recessional’ is 
being agented by Brandt & Brandt. 
Drama requires a male star, How- 
ard has previously written chiefly 
for radio. 

Bayard Veiller’s new meller deals 
with a murder trial as it affects the 
family of one of the principals. 

Grover Jones, librettist; Foster 
Carling, lyricist, and Phil Ohman, 
melodist, are collabing on a musical 
comedy. They plan an early fall un- 
veiling. 

Robert Foulk, who recently 
adapted ‘Trumpet in the Dust’ from 
Gene Fowler’s novel of the same 
name, is at work on a new one. He’s 
a production aide of George Abbott. 

Janet Marshall, John Golden fel- 
lowship winner, is working for an 
English language paper in Mexico 
City. Has finished one script and 
has two more outlined. 

Eugene O’Neill has given exclu- 
sive agency rights to the Dramatists 
Play Service to handle all his works 
except ‘Strange Interlude,’ ‘Mourn- 
ing Becomes Electra’ and ‘Ah, Wild- 
erness’. 

Rachel Crothers is at her Danbury 
(Conn,) home, working on a new 
play, title and subject unrevealed. 
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Broadway showmen, who looked askance at the WPA Theatre 
Project, wondering whether it would affect regular production, now 
concede that the WPAers never furnished any actual competition. 
There have been no complaints from legit managers for the past six 


months. Only real objection to the 


to encroach directly into the Times Square zone. 


relief outfit was its plan last year 
WPA, however, 


ceased such activities after one or two tries, 

Leading WPA productions in New York included ‘One Third of a 
Nation,’ ‘Prologue to Glory,’ ‘Dr. Faustus’ (which attracted attention 
to Orson Welles and John Houseman), ‘Pinocchio,’ several ‘living 
newspaper’ plays, ‘The Big Blow’ and the colored-cast ‘Macbeth’ and 


‘Haiti.’ 
were standouts. : 
Regarded highly in literati circles 


Out of town, ‘Swing Mikado,’ also colored, and “Two-a-Day’ 


was the Federal theatre’s ‘Murder 


In The Cathedral.’ However, the play was distinctly non-commercial, 
as proved when it was brought over later from London. Latter pre- 


sentation was not regarded on a par with WPA’s. 


‘Swing Mikado’ 


pulled strongly in Chicago and also in N. Y. for a time. When it turned 


commercial, it flopped. 


That was the only clear instance of compe- 


tition with the regular theatre but was hardly held to be the fault of 
WPA, since ‘Hot Mikado’ was produced after ‘Swing’ opened on Broad- 


way. The ‘Hot’ version was taken 


off but relighted last week at the 


N. Y. World’s Fair, where it’s reported doing very well. 














Brokers Discredit Mors. Concession 
On Summer Suspension of Ticket Tax 


The managerial League of New 
York Theatres figured it favored 
Broadway ticket brokers by offering 
to suspend the levy of 3\4c per ticket 
during the summer. At a session be- 
tween both sides Thursday (22), the 
agency people didn’t think that was 
such a liberal offer, in light of the 
fact that considerable coin they owe 
the League must first be paid before 
the levy is dropped. They indicated 
some concession on the amount due 
would be welcome. 

Brokers owe the League $9,500. 
They have paid $15,000, and up to 
March 1 60% of the agencies made 
remittances. A number stalled when 
the Acme agency case pended, but 
had payments been made, the levy 
would top $30,000 for the year. 

The ticket men say that’s too much 
coin and it isn’t needed by the 
League to operate the ticket code. 
That is why they anticipate a lower 
levy next season if the code is to be 
continued. Main objection of the 
brokers about paying the League is 
‘that they are financing ways and 
means that may put them out of 
business.’ 

Understood that a majority of the 
smaller agencies have kicked in most 
of the levy. Others say they haven't 
the cash to square accounts. They 
also claim to owe money to the Gov- 
ernment and are less apprehensive 
of what the League may do than 
what would happen if the Federal 
men descended upon them. 

That the code will be continued 
next season is not yet certain. 
Matier will not be definite until 
Equity decides about continuing with 
the managers for another year and 
extending the basic agreement. 
Shewmen believe that without 
Equity the code would not be en- 
forceable, although the actors asso- 
ciation has made no militant gestures 
toward managers who may not have 
complied with the rules Equity has 
indicated it would call out the actors 
if there were violations. None was 
ever clearly proved against the man- 
agers and there’s some doubt whether 
Equity would halt an engagement on 
such grounds. Involving other 
unions is an angle. 

There was considerable conversa- 
tion at the huddle between the ticket 
men and the managers, with the 
former insisting that the code has 
hurt show business. None of the 
complaints is new nor was the talk 
about ticket buys. Brokers were re- 
minded that the ousting of buys had 
saved them plenty of money and per- 
haps kept them from folding. One 

isted, however, that he would take 
a block of tickets despite the weak 
Press of a new attraction. 





Shuberts Set Troupe 
For L’ville Operettas 


Louisville, June 27. 
Company and production staff 
ve been set by the Shuberts for 





Tip Service 





Femme casting agent, noted on 
Broadway for her eccentricities, 
has been sending players to 
managers for interviews re- 
garding jobs. Reversing the usual 
procedure, however, she invar- 
iably cautions the hopefuls, 
‘Don’t say I sent you.’ 

One such actor who was thus 
cast for a play was subsequent- 
ly billed for the usual ageni’s 
commission. He paid it, but 
squawked to his pals, ‘She’s not 
an agent; she’s a tip service.’ 

















the summer season of operettas at 
the 3,400-seat Iroquois Amphithea- | 
tre, to open July 3 with ‘Student | 
Prince’ Entire troupe comes from | 
N. Y., arriving here Saturday (1). 
_Cast for the opening bill will con- 
Sist of Conrad Thibault. Clifford | 
Newdahl, Helen Arnold, Ann Heath, | 
Hope Emerson, Douglas Leavitt, | 
Clarence Nordstrom, Marjorie Ford, | 

uman Gaige, Victor Morley and | 
Driskill Wolfe. 


be resident manager. 


Muni Set to Star 
For Playwrights 


In Anderson Play 





Paul Muni will appear on Broad- 
way next fall for the first time in 
more than eight years, having been 
signed to star in ‘Key Largo,’ by 
Maxwell Anderson. Author ar- 
ranged the contract with Muni on 
the Coast for the Playwrights Co., of 
which he’s a member. Muni's last 
stage appearance was in ‘Counsellor- 
at-Law,’ produced at the Plymouth, 
New York, in 1930. Show made a 
run and then was on tour for a sea- 
son. 

Playwrights will start rehearsals 
of ‘Largo’ and ‘Summer Night’ in 
September, both being due to debut 
in October. Allgood and J. Arthur 
Kennedy have been cast for ‘Night.’ 
Play is by Sidney Howard, only one 
of the author-manager group whose 
works were not presented by the 
group last season. ‘Largo’ has a pro- 
log localled in loyalist Spain, but it’s 
not a war play, piece being a melo- 
drama set on an island near Key 
West where it was written. 

Elmer Rice has written two plays, 
one, ‘Siege of Berlin,’ being consid- 
ered for production by the Play- 
wrights, to which he belongs. Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood, another of the 
group, has completed a comedy 
which the outfit may produee, too, 
with the Lunts starred. 


PEARL QUITS ‘YOKEL’; 
PHIL SILVERS BUILT UP 


Boston, June 27. 


Jack Pearl, co-featured with Judy 
Canova and Buddy Ebsen in Lew 
Brown’s ‘Yokel Boy,’ stepped out of 
the show at the end of the first try- 
out week here, Saturday (24). After 
opening night, Brown cut about an 
hour and in the process slashed 
Pearl’s role to a minimum. Pear] 
had the role of ‘Rubbish,’ a daffy 
Hollywood director. 

There will be no successor to 
Pearl, Phil Silvers’ role has been 





John Shubert will | developed slightly te care for Pearl's | 


part. 


Philadelphia, June 27. 


Three fall legit bookings have been 
tentatively set for Philadelphia. First 
is ‘Abe Lincoln,’ slated to hit Philly 
Oct. 23. 

The other two plays are Theatre 
Guild-American Theatre Society | 
subscriptions. They are the revival | 
of ‘Outward Bound,’ currently at the | 
Playhouse, N. Y., and ‘Family Por- 
trait’ with Judith Anderson. 


Road, Broadway 
| PAs Reported 


~ Near TMAT Row 


Board sessions of the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents and Treasurers 
union are said to have been orderly 
since the turbulent campaign prior 
to the recent election. Reported, 
however, that an internal scrap is 
brewing between the two publicity 
groups, the New York press agents 
and the road men. Former sought 
to name all new officers and was 
| fairly successful; the latter came out 
for the administration. 

Present reputed stir concerns ru- 
mors that the Broadway p.a.s have 
told certain producers that the rules 
do not permit road men to agent 
shows in New York. That move, 
which has some basis, is said to have 
been in retaliation for the road 
men’s opposition during the com- 
paign. The latter are described as 
being ‘stripped to the waist’ to com- 
bat the alleged reports in producer 
circles. TMAT rules stipulate that 
members of any affiliate chapters 
may accept jobs in any field within 
the union’s jurisdiction. 

Real cause of the feeling between 
the two groups is the opposition of 
the road men to Broadway p.a.s 
| agenting two or more shows. Broad- 
way group does not appear disturbed 
over the attitude of the road men. 
They point out that they may figure 
in the selection of p.a.s sent on tour, 
feeling that the producers would ac- 
cept their advice as to the road staff 
selections. Thus, they feel, they 
hold the upper hand. Whether the 
situation will go that far is not indi- 
cated but such a move could result 
in bitterness between the two 
| groups. Most touring jobs are gen- 
erally determined by showmen on 
the grounds of personality and 
knowledge of the road. However, 
few leading New York agents care 
to troupe. 

In the light of developments it’s 
doubtful if the two p.a. groups will 
be merged, as proposed last winter. 
TMAT has been advised by counsel 
that it’s better to have autonomous 
groups in the union than one gen- 
eral classification. There appears to 
be too many diversified interests 
within TMAT for such a change, 




















Connelly to Produce 
Play by Drama Prof 


Hollywood, June 27. 

Mare Connelly, here on a Samuel 
Goldwyn scripting assignment, is un- 
derstood planning a fall production 
of a new untitled play by Glenn 
Hughes, head of the University of 
Washington drama school. Piece is 
the first work Hughes has done for 
the commercial theatre, but he’s 
written numerous one-acters and 
plays for little theatre presentation. 
Connelly returns to New York in a 
few weeks. 





Glenn Hughes is well known for 
his work with the Penthouse theatre, 
|at the University of Washington, 

Seattle. His pamphlet describing the 
theatre and its operation has just 
been published by the Dramatists 
Play Service. 

His play would presumably follow 
the production of Connelly’s own 
‘Land of the Living’ in the fall. 
Latter piece is slated for tryout 
_during the summer at Deertrees 
| theatre, Harrison, Me. Spot is op- 
| erated by Bela Blau, Connelly’s gen- 
| eral manager. 








| NAMED TO CITY POST 
| Buffalo, June 27. 
' Robert C. Stevenson, manager of 
ihe Erlanger, has been appointed by 
Mayor Thomas L. Holling as one of 
the seven members of the City’s 
Board of Publicity. 

Unit will spend $50,000 to publicize 
| Buffalo. 


In N. Y. on Qualifications of Federal 
Theatre Players, Pending Firings 





Dear People 


Pittsburgh, June 27. 


Although admitting that he 
and the WPA ‘don’t talk to each 
other’ because of his ‘Cradle 
Will Rock’ difficulties with the 
Government a couple of seasons 
ago, Orson Welles, nevertheless, 
came to the defense of the Fed- 
eral Theatre Project last week 
and in doing so also slipped a 
fast one over on the manage- 
ment of Stanley, where he was 
then appearing. Welles had been 
on WPA when the Government 
nixed ‘Cradle,’ which he was 
producing. 

Knowing full well that theatre 
wouldn’t sanction discussion of 
such a controversial subjeet on 
its stage and wishing to get 
through the proper channels, 
Welles said nothing to Stanley 
execs but instead phoned CBS 
officials in New York and asked 
them to contact newspapers and 
wire services in Pittsburgh, te!l- 
ing them that he (Welles) would 
have an important statement to 
make during his first show at the 
theatre Monday (19). 

Reporters were in the audi- 
ence and instead of his cus- 
tomary curtain speech at end of 
‘Green Goddess’ sketch, Welles 
stepped out and urged every 
member of the audience to wire 
his or her senatur immediately 
to nix the bill slashing FTP 
from relief rolls. Welles figured 
ne’d get to make the speech at 
only one show and was right 
because once management got 
wind of what he had done, actor 
was ordered to lay off. By that 
time, however, newspapers, via 
Welles-CBS fast work, had the 
story and it was given liberal 
local space the next day. 


52d St.'s White, 
Harrington Now 
Real Thespians 


The two zanies, Jack White and 
Pat Harrington, of the night spot, 
Club 18, have gone legit, the Jatter 
rehearsing with the Ben Hecht- 
Charles MacArthur ‘Ladies and 
Gentlemen,’ which Gilbert Miller 
will try out on the Coast, and the 


former having gone into the cast of 
‘I Must Love Someone,’ current at 
the Vanderbilt, New York. White 
has long had a yen for legit although 
he was no stranger in vaudeville. 
MacArthur steamed up Harrington 
to take the footlight assignment 
after often lamping the drummer- 
comic work with White and hearing 
him sing ‘comealyas.’ 

Harrington will play a_ hotfoot- 
giving juror in Miller’s legiter, while 
White took over the part of stage 
manager of the Floradora Sextet, 
about which the Jack Kirkland play 
is based. There is some legal pro- 
ceeding reported, questioning the 
right of the author-manager to use 
the sextet idea. 

White and Harrington have or- 
dered new wardrobes befitting their 
new status as actors. White will 
continue at Club 18 while Harring- 
ton gets a six-weeks leave of ab- 
sence, After the Coast showing, 
‘Ladies’ lays off and is due into the 
Martin Beck in October. 

As White entered ‘Someone,’ 
Nancy Carroll stepped out. She 
came from the Coast at the request 
of Kirkland, from whom she is di- 
vorced, to replace Martha Sleeper. 
Miss Carroll is said to have invested 
$5,000 in the show when she joined. 
Recently, there was reportedly some 
rumpus over salary and when in- 
formed that Kirkland’s bankroll was 
none too good, she replied: ‘Well, 
I've got to eat; let him sell one of 
his cows.’ Showman has an elabo- 
rate farm in Bucks County, Pa. 
Haila Stoddard, Kirkland’s 














(Continued on page 51) 


fourth | lumbia. 
wife, replaced Miss Carrol Monday percentage arrangement prior to the 


With the expectation that the Sen- 
ate would save the WPA theatre 
from extinction, by amending the 
relief appropriation bill which made 
no provision for the stage when 
passed by the lower house, a com- 
bined qualification committee has 
started combing the list of actors in 
the New York Federal Theatre 
Project. Pending the final Wash- 
ington decision, the local adminis- 
tration is proceeding with the order 
to eliminate 1,500 from the payroll. 
The cut was dated for July 1 (Sat- 
urday), but dismissal notices out to- 
day (Wednesday) are effective in 
two weeks. ‘Jnless there are no 
further developments, the project 
will not abruptly end this week. 

(The story on Page 1 of this issue, 
from Washington, indicates the of- 


ficial ‘reprieve’ is quite indefinite 
and depends on final Congressional 
| action.] 


Committee of show people who 
will advise the administrator of their 
findings is headed by Lucille (Web- 
ster) Gleason, former legit actress 
who is the wife of James Gleason, 
who acted similarly on the Coast, 
coming to New York at the behest 
of the WPA. She has established 
quarters in the Adelphi theatre. 
where the committee is functioning. 


Mrs. Gleason has started contact- 
ing players for service on the board. 
Most of those invited are of mature 
age, idea being that they are aware 
of the background of the WPA 
people. A committee of 20 was 
sought but a number of those asked 
to serve declined. Some frankly sajd 
they did not wish the here Hs 
of deciding who shall be dismissed. 
Equity did not name anyone to the 
board. 


Those already named, however, to 
aid Mrs. Webster on the investiga- 
tion committee are Maida Reade, 
Taylor Holmes, Mitzi Hajos, Eddie 
Miller, Donald McDonald, Car] Ben- 
ton Reid, Joe Laurie, Jr. Perey 
Moore, Eric Dressler, Abby Morri- 
son, Staats Cotsworth, Molly Picon, 
Art Pierson and Jack Norworth. 


The board started with a list of 
over 500 names to be considered. 
When the full complement is passed 
on, plan is for a board of three to 
decide future discharges and new 
applicants. There would be no ap- 
peal from the rulings of that board, 
although there will be other boards 
for stagehands, designers and other 
non-actor professionals. Mrs. Glea- 
son’s committee is to be given an 
allowance of $5 per day. It wil! slice 
(Continued on page 50) 


‘FAMILY’ TAKES COAST 
TOUR, THEN TO B’WAY 


Los Angeles, June 27. 

‘The Great American Family,’ Lee 
Shippey’s stage comedy, is slated 
for a tour of California late this 
summer, with Broadway as its ulti- 
mate goal. Tour opens late Au- 
gust in Santa Barbara, with San 
Francisco and Los Angeles to fol- 
low. Homer Curran and Luther 
Greene will produce. 

Play ran six weeks for a record 
at Pasadena Community Playhouse. 
Script is being revised by Robert 
Chapin and Charley King, whe 
dramatized the piece. 


Philp Barry to Maine 
For Work on New Play 


Philip Barry, who returned to New 
York recently from Europe, goes to 
Maine shortly to work on a new 
play. Declines to reveal the theme 
or title, but indicates it’s one of three 
he had in mind before leaving for 
abroad. Plans to have it ready for 
production next season. 

Barry’s ‘Philadelphia Story’ is still 
playing to virtual capacity at the 
Shubert, N. Y. Deal reported pend- 
ing for either Paramount or Metro 
to acquire screen rights held by 
Katharine Hepburn, who plays the 
lead in the comedy. Actress re- 
ported to have set a figure of $125,- 
000 for the rights last week in an- 
swer to a tentative offer from Co- 
She bought it on a straight 
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Play on Broadway 





FROM VIENNA 


Revue in two acts and 138 scenes, pre- 
gented by the Refugee Artists Group; staged 
by Herbert Berghof; supervised by Charles 
Friedman; sets, Donald Oenslager; special 
eostumes, Irene Sharaff; lighting, Hassard 


of directors that also includes 
Charles Friedman, Max Gordon, Sam 
H. Harris, Morris Jacobs, ‘seorge Ss. 
Kaufman, Howard E. Reinheimer 
and Pauline B. Rosalsky, all known 
in show business. A committee of 








Short; speech and voice ee — 40 sponsors — showfolk like the 
I.esack; special material by Lothar Metz, - m th Schencks, 
Werner Michel, Hans Weigel, Walter Drix. Marches, Jolson, bo lik 
Jura Soyfer (John Latouche and Eva} Sherwood, Berlin, and tycoons li o | 
Franklin, translators), Otto Andreas, Peter Brulatour, Warburg, Paley and other 
Hammerschiag, Hugo Hauff, Jimmy Berg, | patrons of the arts—were also pro- 
David Gregory. Opened June 20, ‘so; at} sram-billed 

Music Box, N. Y.; $3.30 top; regular scale, | 5*¢ wall - : 
$2.20 ; rere | The aptly titled ‘From Vienna’ ap- 
R: — vr xd a Meath | ge «my propriately opens with a dressing 
tann res sorenz, athe 1e M: ” “ » ) a fe 
Hedy Pitt, Fred Essler, Walter Martin, | room scene showing them all writ- 
Lothar Rewalt. Elisabeth Neumann. Illa} jing home, in English, recounting | 
Roden, Paul Lindenberg, Kurt Reichert, | Sf eegyenee etic Pint tering the 
Henry Werbek. At planos: Hans Herberth | their adventures = mast — h- : 
aod Henry Vanicelli. language. Then follow seven skits 





This talented group, as its Refugee 


in the first act, of which the last six 
are really part of a major effort, 


Artists billing and the ‘From Vienna’ | ‘Journey to Paradise,’ by Jura Soy-| 


title indicate, are alumni of post- 
1938 Austro-German ‘anschluss. 
Their Wienerkleinkunstbuehne in 


their native capital literally means | 


the Vienna Little Art Theatre. 
Came Hitlerism and the artists went. 
The story of how they were scat- 
tered: how their manuscripts were 
finally smuggled out of the country 
through friendly allies in divers 
neighboring capitals; how this group 
has been struggling to master the 


English tongue, meantime support- | wards, as the couple warn Benjamin | 


ing themselves at menial tasks (do- 


mestic labor, service, etc.) until Mrs.| cause of the unemployment it may| the Ballet Russe, Inc.; S. 


|fer, one of their group, who sought 
|refuge in Switzerland via a_ ski 


| journey and wound up in a concen- | 


tration camp, only to die recently at 
the age of 26. As translated by John 
| Latouche, and with musie by Otto 


| Andreas, it’s an imaginative moral- | 


|ity piece, with Paul Lindenberg and 


Ballet Russe to Make 


Return Tour of Aussie 


Col. de Basil's Ballet Russe de 
Monte Carlo, currently in London 
for an engagement at Covent Gar- 
den, has been booked for a return 
15-week tour of Australia beginning 


next October or November, for Aus- 


tralia-New Zealand theatres. 
Last scheduled engagement was in 


New Zealand, but the principal mem- 


bers of the company planed to Syd- 
ney for a special midnight perform- 
ance April 27 to open the new The- 
atre. Royal there. First time such a 
show had been given in Sydney, and 
the house was sold out in advance. 


GALLO ASKS A GANDER 
INTO BALLET’S BOOKS 


Supreme Court Justice John 
Carew in N. Y. Monday (26) re- 
served decision on an application of 
Fortuno Gallo to examine Universal 
Art, Inc., through its president, 








|Illa Roden as the lovers, and Fred) Julius Fleischman, and _ vice-pres- 


|Essler (Joe Gadget) 
| mechanical progress and what it has 
wrought. It’s a cavalcade back- 


| Franklin not to invent electricity be- 


| 
| 


symbolizing | idents Sergi Denham, and Watson 


Washburn, in connection with a $51,- 
500 action against them and World 
Art, Inc.; the Russian Ballet, Inc.; 
Hurok, 


George S. (Beatrice) Kaufman spon- | wreak; it also includes the travails} Rene Blum and Hurok Attractions, 


sored them, is in itself dramatic 
telling. 

But this is a musical revue and 
must be treated on its entertainment 
merits chiefly. As such, it’s an alter- 
nation of contrasts—rather verbose 
in some spots, and very bright in 
others, particularly in the second 
act. 
patient weisenheimers at the Tues- 
day preem—charged up by _ the 
‘Streets-of-Parizapoppin’ shenanigans 
of the evening before—didn’t con- 
tain themselves until the second 
stanza. 


At no time is there any question 
of the brave company’s artistry. 
‘Brave’ is used advis dly, because 
they’re neither docile nor stupidly 

ollyanna in their stage deportment. 

t would be as fallacious to be com- 
pletely zany as it would be to essay 
any false ‘sympathy’ showmanship. 
If not of their own inherent show- 
manship knowledge, it’s a certainty 
that their sponsoring board steered 
them the proper course. 


From the start it’s patent that all 
are to the footlights born. There 
never was a surer group of artists, 
more completely composed and pos- 
sessed of stage presence than these 
14. Right through, even as it must 
have dawned on tk.em that some of 
their Continental ideas didn’t quite 
ring the bell, they plav-d everything 
to the hilt and commanded commen- 
surate audience reaction. And when 
they really jived, with some of their 
brighter interludes, the firstnighters 
really let themselves be heard. As 
a result, the group’s finale potpourri 
of Viennese chansons, done in their 
gay, now dead, yesteryear, was a 
socko meee: The audience re- 
mained glued to give the Refugee 
Artists a generous measure of 
American acclaim. 

Victor Gruenbaum is manager and 
Herbert Berghof director of the 
group, and they, with Mrs. Kauf- 
man as chairman, comprise a board 
LY LT. CCNA 





It’s unfortunate that the im- | 


of a 17th century savant, Columbus, 
|Gutenberg and back to the Garden 
of Eden. 

| Major shortcoming of this is its 
|length, plus an obviousness which 
|only the skillful trouping offsets. 
| Likewise, the ‘Musical Day’ (by 
Weigel, English version by 
Werner Michel, music by Walter 
Drix) is highlighted by Paul Linden- 
berg’s fine ftunstering, although 
militated against by its length. It 
depicts a ‘state decree’ of another, 
happier day, when everything must 


| 


| Hans 


the day, from a musical breakfast to 
business, lunch, a visit to his doctor, 
evening and bedtime, all to a caval- 
cade of Bach, Brahms, Viennese 
waltzes, Wagner and the rest of the 
masters. 

The Salzburg Puppet-Show re- 
opens, but the revue really picks up 
with ‘Little Ballerina,’ wherein the 
photogenic Illa Roden creates a big 
opportunity for herself. She whams 
’em. Thence, ‘English in Six Eng- 
lish Lessons,’ showing how Fred 
Lorenze utilized ‘the little Yankee’ 
(first - aid - to- the -foreigner’s Bae- 
decker) on simple _ conversation. 
Thence their own finale, 
Vienna,’ harking back to their na- 
tive idiom. It’s a rousing finish. 

Company is uniformly clever, 


twin pianists are the sole musical 
accompaniment from the pit. Be- 
sides Gruenbaum and Berghof, Trude 
Weil, asst. director; Lotte Goslar, 
choreographer, and Michel-Metzl- 
Andreas, staff songsmiths, are back- 
of-the-scenes support, including, of 
course, Arthur Lessack, who has 
done a yeoman job in tutoring them 
in English. The troupe still takes 
two hours of English lessons every- 
day. It’s a tribute to their perse- 
verance that Werner Michel, of the 
Refugee Artists, gets credit for the 
English translated versions, several 
of them skillfully punctuated with 











HILDEGARDE 


“Hildegarde singing at the 
Pierre Roof, USING PERSONAL- 
ITY—instead of a microphone.” 


Dorothy Kilgallen, 
N. ¥. Journal-American. 


Per. Mgr—ANNA SOSENKO 
Ex. Rep—JACK BERTELL 





glib idiomatic highlights. (Charles 
| Friedman, of ‘Pins and Needles,’ etc., 
| presumably had a hand there). John 
| Banner and Hedi Pitt are a person- 
| able pair among the cast; Fred Ess- 
ler, a rotund comic, and Katherine 
Mattern and Maria Pichler also 
stand out. 


| The talent components bespeak of 

much promise for the American the- 
| atre, as soon as they lose their ac- 
| cents Most of them are young, per- 
| sonable and quite the Nordic types. 
| On present values, Miss Roden is one 
| who could take that ballerina 

routine into a class nitery like the 
— Room and make it a stand- 
| out. 


As a stage entry, ‘From Vienna’ 
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ERNEST C. ROLLS 
VIOLET CARLSON 


AS THE STAR 
of his Newest Sensational Hit Show 


The Famous 
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| will be even better value at its $2.20 

top when it’s been whipped around 
‘a bit. A matter of editing, plus the 
| word-of-mouth, should impress this 
| revue on New York audiences for a 
| good, if limited, draw. As in their 
| native rathskeller theatres—no more 
than 150 capacity, and at one time 
| six of the Wienerkleinkunstbuehne 
troupes were concurrent in Vienna— 
| they must have a wealth of material 
| to make ‘From Vienna’ a seasonai 
event, with new editions. Abel. 


Ormandy Sliced 








Philadelphia, June 27. 

| Eugene Ormandy, conductor of the 
| Philadelphia orchestra, was operated 
| on Friday (23) for a torn shoulder 
tendon sustained while conducting 
He's 


an Easter orchestra broadcast. 
| resting comfortably. 


| conduct. 

| Operation 
; ment of th 
Dell Thursday evening (22). 


He didn’t consent to the 
until his final commit- 


| 


Inc. 


breach of contract. Gallo claims to 


The action is based on an alleged | 
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| Probe FTP Players 





(Continued from page 49) 





off 400 names by Thursday, it was 
estimated. 
To Settle ‘Amateur’ Row 
It’s believed that the dispute over 
alleged retention of amateurs in the 


|FTP will be finally settled. It has 
lbeen contended since the project 
' started that non-pros were accepted. 
| Actual stage experience will be the 
main qualification for approval. If 
fewer amateurs are detected than an- 
ticipated, ability and usefulness will 
be considered, for the project will 
be cut even if it continues. Admin- 
istrators virtually admit there are a 
number of amateurs on the payroll 











be between 85 and 90%. 


Protests over the proposed elimina- 
tion of FTP continued all during the 
| past week. A committee that pro- 

tested in Washington last week re- 
|mained there to urge the senate 
{committee to amend the bill. 


| 





| 


| 


legislation distinguishing sharply be. 
tween WPA employment and politi. 
cal affiliation. 

‘Charges of communist control of 
the Federal arts projects are not 
soundly based. Such control could 
exist only to the extent to which the 
administrative officer or the project 
director, in whose hands are the ac. 
tual supervisory responsibilities, 
might permit it. The personal con- 
victions of the key officers of the 
projects are certainly not com- 


| munist.’ 





| Petitions and handbills have been | 
| circulated on Broadway, asking for | 


| public aid to retain the relief the- 
latre. A mass meeting was held Mon- 
|day night (26) at the Majestic the- 
atre when name players supported 
| the protests. Theatre audiences, too, 
| have been asked between acts to help 


| have been engaged as tour manager | the cause. The League of New York 


be musical, and takes papa through | 


‘From | 


save for the above highlights. The) 


| After the injury Ormandy defied | 
advice of physicians by continuing to | 





of the Ballet Russe de Monte Carlo 
in January, 1938, at 10% of the gross. 
He claims he booked the Metro- 
politan Opera house and other 
places and that the 20-week tour 
grossed $500,000, of which he re- 
ceived nothing. 





M’waukee Symph Preem 


Attracts 30,000 to Park 


Milwaukee, June 27. 


First of ‘Symphonies Under the 
Stars,’ Milwaukee county park com- 
mish’s season of outdoor concerts, 
drew 30,000 to Washington Park last 
week, 


Norwegian Crown Prince and 
Princess greeted Jessica Drago- 
nette, who replaced Grace Moore, 
originally scheduled for the open- 
ing date, when the latter became 
ill. Other bookings include Lucy 
Monroe, John Carter, James Melton, 
Jean Dickinson and Lanny Ross. 


WPA Plays 


PRELUDE TO.SWING 


Philadelphia, June 22. 

Modern dance production, in two parts, 
based on development of Negro music; pre- 
sented by Federal Theatre Project; choreog- 
raphy, Malvena Fried; writien by Carlton 
Moss; dancers (eight girls, five bovs) 
directed by Miss Fried; Negro choral group 
(22 male, eight females) directed by C. 
Wallace Thomas; Negro swing band (10) 
directed by Philip Edwards; arrangements, 
Albert Moss; at the Walnut, Philadelphia, 
Tune 12, ’39; 86c top. zZ 

















As if determined that if this be the 
swan song, it’s going to be a good 
one, the Federal Theatre Project 
here clicks with one of its best audi- 
ence shows. Postponed numerous 
times because FTP execs feared it 
wasn’t ready and, at best, would be 
no credit to the organization, it was 
finally decided to open ‘Prelude’ 
June 12. In a non-air conditioned 
house and with the summer at hand, 
even the most optimistic FTPer gave 
the show little chance. Strangely, it 
scored an immediate win and, play- 
ing to almost full houses, was ex- 
tended to a second week. H.o. stanza 
was bigger than the opener, attract- 
ing the largest audience an FTP 
show has ever had in Philly, and it’s 
being given another week. 


Like other FTP productions. this is 
in the Walnut on a 50-50 split with 
the house owners. Without an ap- 
vropriation available for advertising 
the second week, the house, with a 
hit on its hands, advanced the money, 
also guaranteeing the orchestra. 


Production emplovs the modern 
dance unit of the FTP and a Negro 
choral unit that scores the principal 
click of the show, frequently out- 
shining the dancers. 

Whole thing supposedly traces the 
history of Negro music, starting with 
jungle tom-tom rhythms and wind- 
ing up with a swing crew. It's 
divided into two portions; first is 
labeled ‘Songs of the Plantation’ and 
second, ‘Music of the City.’ Each 
part is only about a half hour long. 
It is built into a 90-minute presenta- 


tion however, by including an oid-)| 


fashioned songfest at intermission 
and a jitterbug contest at the end. 
Both get a mighty response from the 
audience. 

In part one there’s no instrumental 
music. The Negro chorus of 30 is in 


season at Robin Hood | the pit. It provides the rhythm for 


(Continued on page 51) 


Theatres, which occasionally tiffed 
with WPA over invading the theatre 
| district, sent an appeal to Senator 
Claude Pepper, whose committee has 
the appropriation bili, stating that 
‘the spreading of interest (by the 
FTP) in the theatre as an institution, 
plus the humane benefits that it has 
accomplished, far offset all other 
considerations.” American Federa- 
tion of Radio Artists also sent a pro- 
test in the name of 8,000 members. 


3,400 in N. Y. Project 


In appeals to Washington, the cul- 
tural advantage of FTP was stressed 
| as much as the relief angle on which 
| WPA is based. It has been pointed 
out that the theatre project is a 
very small part of the relief setup. 
ly. all there are 3,400 in the New 








York project, of which 1,049 are 
actors, approximately 900 of whom 
|} are Equityites. The figures are as 
of June 14, ’39. Included are 277 
stagehands, 223 musicians plus 240 
more borrowed from the music 
project. Largest division, outside of 
actors, includes front-of-the-house 
| staffs, billposters, sign painters, sten- 
ographers and bookkeepers. They 
number 889. National service bu- 
reau coordinates the various theatre 
projects, employing 368, while the 
radio division has 151. Other de- 
partments include 23 scenic design- 
ers, 43 stage managers, 73 dancers, 
23 directors and 16 script writers. 
There are approximately 4,500 pro- 
ject workers outside N. Y., in about 
40 cities. Greatest number outside 
of N. Y. is 1,100 for Los Angeles, 
bringing the totals for the country 
to around 7,900. Presumption is that 
while one-third or less of the totals 
actually appear in stage showings. 
most of the others are or were of 
the theatre. 


L. A. Appeals 


Telegraphed appeals of the Los 
Angeles contingent to the President 
contended that exclusion of the the- 
atre project from the relief bill was 
discriminatory and ‘every science, 
trade and profession will receive 
benefits of work relief ... except 
those of us belonging to the theatri- 
cal profession.’ 


In a lengthy report on the admin- 
istration of the FTP in New York, 
Paul Edwards, administrator, main- 
tained that the Federal arts projects 
have actually carried out the pur- 
pose for which they were estab- 
lished, namely, to provide employ- 
ment for needy professionals and to 
enrich the lives of thousands of un- 
der-privileged residents of New 
York who are unable, otherwise, to 
see shows. Further, the work has 
been accomplished strictly in ac- 
cordance with the legislative provi- 
sions for the establishment of the 
Federal arts projects within the 
WPA. He also stated that the costs 
of administration in New York are 
only 3.1% of the sums allocated, 
claimed to be the lowest expenditure 
of any WPA administration in the 
country. 

In reference to radical activities 
charged in Congress, he said: 

‘The records of the administrative 
office or of any project office do not 
show the political status of em- 
ployees. As a Federal program, 
there appears to be no justification 
for the maintenance of such records, 
particularly in the light of recent 





: | tested to 
| by estimating the number of pros to | 


| FTP Reprieve 





Seattle Unions Protest 
Seattle, June 27 


Seattle labor unions have pro- 
Senators Homer T. Bone 
and Lewis B. Schwellenbach against 
the threatened discontinuance of the 
local Federal Theatre Project. Basil 
Gray, business manager of the stage 
employes, one of the _ protesting 
unions, said about 100 actors, musi- 
cians and stagehands employed by 
the theatre project here, would be 
affected by the FTP elimination. 











(Continued from page 1) 





versed the House, which overwhelm- 
ingly voted the prior week to ring 
down the final curtain next Friday 
(30). 

Making only minor changes in the 
$1,480,000,000 relief measure, the sen- 
ators agreed to recommend an 
amendment which would put the 
Federal Theatre Project in the same 
category with the arts, painting and 
music activities. Local sponsorship 
—a contribution by state, county or 
city toward the total cost of any ven- 
ture—would be required to keep any 
of the shows going. 


The change in the bill, which will 
require -affirmative action by the 
Senate, and then will be subject to 
negotiations with the House, will be 
of slight value, in the opinion of 
most friends of FTP. Few communi- 
ties have money or are disposed to 
help provide work for stage people. 
High cost of the drama activities is 
another important obstacle. 


The big hurdle is an economic 
equation pure and simple. The The- 
atre Project cost, per man, per year, 
runs $1,800 to $2,000. The per man, 
per annum, cost for construction 
labor, on WPA, is around $800-$900. 


A new proviso is that each state 
must pay 25% towards all of its 
projects, in lump budget. Obviously, 
with the Theatre Projects, that 
would up the averages considerably. 
Hence the FTP, per state, doesn’t 
look bright right now. 


Meantime the American Federa- 
tion of Labor has stepped in with an 
unofficial understanding that the 
FTP should employ only previously 
known professionals (no amateurs, 
or semi-pros); rehearsals should 
never exceed 10 weeks (wastage of 
money there was a big factor); only 
revivals of established hits (no 
propaganda plays or themes with 
‘messages’); and theatre rentals on & 
run basis (no long-term commit- 
ments), all of which have been nega- 
tive factors. 


Arguments of a Broadway delega- 
tion, with Tallulah Bankhead in the 
role of princinal supplicant, made 
slight impression on the solons. 
Throughout Congress, FTP is re- 
garded as a wasteful, costly under- 
taking, and sentiment is strongly in 
favor of sinking Government money 
in permanent, visible accomplish- 
ments like roads and schoolhouses. 
The appropriations group was flinty, 
making only a few changes in the 
draft sent over by the House and 
intended to tighten up on the whole 
relief scheme. 


Effort to restore the Theatre Proj- 
ect to its present standing, but on 8 
less ambitious basis, will be made 
when the money bill comes up for 
discussion, which must be this week. 
Senators Robert Wagner of New 
York, Sheridan Downey of Califor- 
nia and Claude Pepper of Florida 
will present an amendment allowing 
the Work Projects Administration to 
spend $54.310,000 of the 1940 appro- 
priation ($1,477,000.000) on projects 
for which the Federal Government 
pays the entire cost. Prospects for 
adoption are not very bright, how- 
ever, in view of the rampant econ- 
omy sentiment in the upper branch 
of Congress, and the three-to-one 
House vote against continuing the 
FTP. 
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‘Children’ Good $13,000 in 7th Wk, 


LEGITIMATE GROSSES 


VARIETY $1 








Chicago; Money’ Up $7,500, 3d 





- 
vv 





ae ge —_ a, 
ch is expect rom the Civic 
saaatre which next Monday (3) 
goes for bigger productions with re- 
vival of ‘Seventh Heaven, starring 
Francis Lederer and Margo (Mrs. 
Lederer). J. Charles Gilbert, man- 
aging director, is going into the 
higher brackets on general expendi- 


=. loop shows, ‘My Dear Chil- | 
dren’ and ‘One for Money,’ continue 


at better paces than last week. John 
Barrymore's play is looking for 
party biz. ‘Money,’ is getting strong 
word-of-mouth. ; 

WPA has ‘Street Scene’ at the 
Great Northern. Scheduled to follow 
July 4 is a repeat of ‘Swing Mikado,’ 
original Gilbert and Sullivan 
jiveroo, which is not to be confused 
with the Federal Theatre’s Coast 
production of the same title. Latter 
date hinges of course, on the main- 
tenance of the FTP. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘My Dear Children,’ Selwyn (7th 


week) (1,000; $2.75). Hitting good 
pace, though under what it was 
doing before Barrymore’s illness. 


around $13,000. ; 

‘One for Money,’ Harris (3d week) 
(1.000; $2.75). Up to $7,500, profitable 
on low-cost operation. 

REVIVAL 

‘accent on Youth’ Civic (1st week) 
(800; $1.65). Two-weeker finishes 
Saturday (1). Comedy turned in 
good $3,500 last week. 

WPA 


‘Street Scene,’ Great Norihern. 


WPA Plays 


(Continued from page 50) 

















five dances, doing a number on its 


own between each one, too. Vocals | 


are a mixture of spirituals and 
rowdy-dow. They include ‘Nobody 


Knows the Trouble I’ve Seen,’ ‘Swing | 


Low, Sweet Chariot,’ ‘Keep a Inchin’ 
Along. ‘Raise a Ruckus Tonight, 
‘Rise Members,’ ‘Go Down, Moses,’ 
‘Fare You Well,’ ‘Wade in the Water,’ 
‘Certainly, Lord,’ ‘Sit Down’ and 
‘Joshua Fit de Battle of Jericho.” 

Dances, during the first portion, 
according to the program, ‘interpret 
the songs of the plantation, express a 
deep suffering, a temporary release 
from bondage and a passionate desire 
for freedom.’ fi - 

Second canto is partly to the music 
of a 30-piece white orchestra and 
partly to Negro swing band. It 
begins with ragtime ‘Dark Town 
Strutters’ Ball’ and ‘There'll Be a 
Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight.’ 
Then progresses into ‘St. Louis 
Blues,’ followed by ‘Dinah’ for the 
jazz era and ‘Stompin’ at the Savoy’ 
for swing. 

Choral group meshes with every 
number, being forced to innumerable 
encores, for which it was unprepared 
when caught. Dances go from ex- 
cellent to poor, but are generally 
interesting. The one sour note is the 
swing band, which almost ruins an 
otherwise good performance. 

If the third week’s biz holds up 
and FTP does fold, there is talk of 
independently one-nighting the show 
~—with the personnel pared—through 
Pennsy. Herb. 


Taming of the Shrew 


(SWING VERSION) 
Seattle, June 21. 

Modernized swing version of Shakespeare 
classic in prolog and two acts; presented 
by Federal Theatre Project; book by 
Joseph Staton and Herman Moore; lyrics 
by Howard Biggs; staged by Richard Glyer; 
costumes by Blanche Morgan; at Metropoll- 

tan theatre, Seattle, June 19, ’39 





Heaving of open-faced pies, head- 
on dives into artificial past-v. dump- 
ing of pails of water yver members 
of the cast and the throwing of mis- 
siles in all directions made a mild 
click of jazzed-up version of Shake- 
Speare's ‘The Taming of the Shrew’ 
N. the Federal Theatre Project's all- 

€gro troupe. Show is being pre- 
sented at the Metropolitan theatre 

ere this week for a six-day run. 

revision was made by Joseph 
Staton and Herman Moore, with 
Gee music by Howard Biggs, who 

irects the orchestra of 15. 

Moving from a prolog setting on an 
pening in 1589, the swingeroo is 
Ocaled in New Orleans and Browns- 
Ville, Texas, in 1939. About a dozen 
songs and some clever dialog are pre- 
Ped The show makes fun of a 
uneral and a wedding, with rough- 

use in the latter scoring heavily 
Wi... the padienee. 
original ‘Shrew’ is hardly rec- 
— zed in the rewrite. Some of the 
ti Ngs are catchy and the music at 
-_ Stands up, but the customers 
pov the slapstick antics best and 
We r into the frolic. ‘Swing Mikado,’ 
ming effort in Chicago, was in the 
die S$ of the writers here, but they 
4 up in not getting in some hoof- 
taty and heavier singers. The presen- 
scene Was well costumed and the 

nic embellishments outstanding. 
ning audience was light. 
Smith. 


Coast Operettas Grab 
1156 in Four Weeks 


Los Angeles, June 27, 
Ed Lester's spring operetta festival 


at Philharmonie aud wound up four- 
week stand with $115,000, highest 
take in history of the revival series. 
Final stanza rolled up $40,000 for 
John Charles Thomas in ‘Gypsy 
Baron.’ Fear of hot weather stalled 
| Off holdover, 


Operetta may be taken east in 
|} early fall for a limited run with 
| Thomas and same cast of principals 
| retained. 


Although festival was most suc- 
cessful since inception, it gave the 
|civic sponsors only an even break. 
| No profit was made and none was 


| expected, according to Lester, 














St. L. Streamlined 


Katinka’ Preems: 





| 
} 


Waltz Big $33,000 


| St. Louis, June 27. 
| ‘Katinka,’ presented here in 1920 
and 1927, returned in modern, 
| streamlined garb last night (Mon- 
| day) for seven-night engagement in 
| the Municipal Theatre Assn’s Al 
Fresco theatre in Forest Park. 
Threats of rain held down opening, 
which grossed approximately $3,000. 
Nina Strogonova, ballerina, who 
scored last week in ‘Lost Waltz,’ re- 
peated, along with Ted Adair of 
vaude and screen, a newcomer here, 
who socked over hoofing specialties. 
Two others to make local debuts are 
Robert K. Shafer and Joseph Vitale. 
Billy House and Lester Allen, who 
scored in previous appearances this 
season, continued to do so. War- 
bling was capably handled by Nancy 
McCord, as ‘Katinka.’ Gladys Bax- 


ter, Shafter and Vitale. Singing and 
dancing chorus clicked in numerous 
routines cooked up by Theodor 
Adolphus and Al White, Jr. 


‘Last Waltz,’ hampered on several 
nights by threatening weather, end- 
ed last week's stand on Sunday (25) 
with about $33,000, good. It attracted 
56,000, 4,000 more than turned out 
for ‘Queen High’ previous week. 











| Beck Hearing 
| 


| the alleged forgeries were discov- 
ered. 

Along Broadway it’s understood 
that the showman was able to get 
back part of the money Mrs. Schrein 
obtained by her alleged forgeries. 
That refund is supposed to have 
been made by the bank, which is 
believed to have forced the prose- 
cution, regardless of Beck’s desire to 
drop the charges. Reported also that 
he’s defraying her legal expenses 
and that Mrs. Schrein is broke. In- 
troduced into evidence was a state- 
ment she is said to have signed con- 
cerning some 40 checks which she 
drew, involving a total of $200,000. 

Bertram Schrein, her husband, 
was a witness during the week,\say- 
ing he never suspected any intimacy 
between his wife and Beck up to 
March of last year. He claimed that 
when he and his wife lived in a Park 
avenue apartment that rented for 
$180 monthly, and when she pur- 
chased a $46,000 house in Neponsit, 
L. L, he never wondered where the 
money came from. His salary had 
been $50 weekly. Also, he said, he 
noticed that Beck and Mrs. Schrein 
became increasingly friendly. Al- 
though the Schreins ire still living 
together, the husband testified the 
manager ‘was always between us 
and we were never left alone.’ 

On the stand the former secretary 
admitted intimacies with Beck. Such 
relations were said to have started 
after the birth of her first child. She 
testified she understood there would 
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| be no arrest if she ‘cooperated.’ 





Atkinson’s Peeve 

In his Sunday (25) comment 
headed ‘New High For Low 
Comedy,’ following up his N. Y. 
Times favorable review of ‘The 
Streets of Paris,’ at the Broad- 
hurst, Brooks Atkinson gave the 
bird ‘to the management for 
boosting the price of tickets after 
reading the strong press. 

Critic finaled his praise of the 
show’s comics with a paragraph 
about the tilt, from $3.30 to $4.40 
top, because of which he sug- 
gests: ‘Subtract 33%of the en- 
thusiasms recorded here.’ 








Engagements 


——. 


Marcus Mensch, Peggy Blake, Cur- 
tis Wheeler, Benny Gibbs, Marguer- 
ite Geha, Gordon Peters, Robert 
Stewart, Lloyd Spangler, Ivan Green, 
Robert Jackson, Louise Huntington, 
Helen Hall, Milton Neil, Band Box 
Players, Playhouse, Suffield, Conn. 
(resident company). 


Paul Theodore, Morris Ruchin, 
Capitol Players, Foot Guard Hall, 
Hartford, Conn. 


Mara Sterling, Clark Williams, Sam 
Capuano, Stanley Cobleigh, Joan 
Beckwith, Olive Pride, Jack Yule, 
Lester Paul, Sally Roberts, Robert 
Miner, Gray Carpenter, Betty Crotty, 
Show Shop, Canton, Conn. 

Eddie Nugent, Gloria Blondell, 
‘Three Cornered Moon,’ Locust Val- 
ley, L. I. 

Mitzi Green, ‘It’s a Wise Child,’ 
Ivoryton, Conn. 

Jose Ruben, Jane Winton, ‘The 
Play’s the Thing,’ Greenwich, Conn. 

Douglass Montgomery, ‘High Tor,’ 
Clinton, Conn. 

Sheila Trent, ‘Why 
Home,’ Plainfield, N. J. 

Leon Janney, ‘What a Life,’ Ma- 
tunuck, R. I. 

June Walker, O. Z. Whitehead, 
‘Merton of the Movies,’ Dennis, Mass. 

Ethel Barrymore, ‘Whiteoaks,’ 
Stockbridge, Mass. 

Diana Barrymore, ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You,’ Ogunquit, Me. 

Gypsy Rose Lee, ‘I Must Love 
Someone,’ Vanderbilt theatre, New 
York. 

Ruth Weston, ‘Outward Bound,’ 
Playhouse, New York City. 

Florence Reed, ‘Yes, My Darling 
Daughter,’ Mount Kisco, N. Y. 

Alison Skipworth, Helen Ford, 
‘The Torch Bearers,’ Great Neck, 
Ka £ 

Olive Warren, Robert Crane, Peter 
Van Buren, Mitchel Harris, Jean 
Platt, Alan Handley, Harold Bow- 
man, Edward Franz, Homer Miles, 
Edwin Clay and Richard Shannon, 
‘The Nervous Wreck’; Louise Platt, 
‘Stage Door,’ Chapel Playhouse, 
Guilford, Conn. 


Men Leave 





Robeson Record 
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theatre, Pottsville, Pa. and to ap- 
pear in ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
there...Joan Blondell and Dick 
Powell will co-star in ‘Burlesque’ 
the week of Aug. 7 at the Spa thea- 
tre, Saratoga Springs, N. Y....Jo- 
seph A. Callaway, recently with the 
Globe theatre Shakespearean tab 
shows at the New York World’s 
Fair, will direct for the third con- 
secutive season at the Marquette 
(Mich.) summer theatre. 





Green Hills te Open 
Reading, Pa., June 27. 

James W. Lindsay, of Pittsburgh, 
will offer an eight-week: season at 
the Green Hills Lake theatre near 
here, opening July 4. Virginia B. 
Weaver will direct the New York 
company. 





Coach House Sked 
Chicago, June 27. 


Coach House, summer legit spot in 
Oconomowoc, Wis., will open July 
18 with ‘Hero Comes Home’, by 
Dorothy Dow Fitzgerald. ‘Ducks and 
Drakes’ by Eleanor Chilton and Her- 
bert Agar, will get premiere Aug 8. 
‘Wonder Child,’ by Leslie Edgley, is 
set for production July 25. 


Current Read Shows 


(Week of June 26) 


‘My Dear Children’ (John Barry- 
more )—Selwyn, Chicago. 
‘One for the Meney’—Harris, Chi- 
cago. 
‘Tebacce Reoad’—Curran, San Fran- 
cisco. 
‘Yokel Boy’—Shubert, Boston. 








—————————— 


B'way Still Rising; ‘Paris’ Grosses 
Strong $21,000, Hellz’ Boom 316, 
Story Hefty $22,500, Comedy’ 196 


? 
Yokel Boy $17,000, in a number of years, ‘The Streets 
° e ro of Paris,’ looks as if it’s in the real 
Brisk in Hub Opening 








= ” 


money. First week’s gross at the 
|Broadhurst approximated $21,000. 


‘Welet Dae? sae toe Monee |Pace was under capacity but agency 
musical, got a nice break when it|demand is lively and despite the 
opened day-and-date with the Inter-/| boosting of the scale to $4.40 top 
national Kiwanis convention here.| Monday (26), attendance on the 


Word-of-mouth built up during the 
first stanza—and so did the b.o. take. | !ower floor was much stronger than 
the balcony. 


‘Trial of Dr. Beck,’ Negro F.T.P. pro- 
The unpretentious refugee revue, 


a the only opposition. 
stimate for Last Week ‘ . ’ . 
‘Yokel Boy,’ Shubert (1,590; $3.30) | From Vienna also opened last week, 
(ist week). Preemed badly and got | at the Music Box. Press was fair 
medium press, almost all reviewers|for the non-profit show. It got 
macnn get eggities ~— Fete | around $6,000 with a moderate ticket 
; an | , ‘ page 

hour was slashed off second night | t°P ($2.20) in seven times and it is 
and it now looks more important | expected that the show will attract 
a a ey | entry. 7 ee ee party business. 

irst stanza drew around UY | Business on Broadway generally 
Winds up Saturday (1). Jack Pearl | wontinues to hold up to the much 


has dropped out of the cast. | 
|improved form that developed early 
month after a _ protracted 
Weather continues to favor 


e in the 
PA ) 5 slump. 
W ers 0 ig the Fair but hotels report increas- 


ing arrivals and business on the ex- 


‘6 e os | position grounds is jumping. 
« | ‘Hellzapoppin’ packed ’em in last 
e °9 0 1eS | week and totaled more than $31,000. 


| Most of the leaders more than held 
their own, with ‘The Philadelphia 


Story’ getting around $22,500 and ‘No 
|Time for Comedy’ approximating 
. 19,000. ‘Abe Lincoln’ and ‘Little 





Boston, June 27. 





$ 
Foxes’ are getting goodly grosses and 
all these are expected to span the 
summer. Indications are that most 
San Francisco, June 27. |of the other shows, operating more 
Sudden rush to see ‘Swing Mikado’ | modestly, will also turn the trick. A 
and ‘Two-a-Day,’ following news/|drop in business is likely this week 
that these Federal Theatre Project| because of the long weekend holi- 
offerings may fold by the month’s/|day that winds up with the Fourth 
end if the project is discontinued, | of July. 
was responsible for excellent busi- No closings. ‘Yokel Boy’ is due 
ness almost every night at the Fed-/|into the Majestic from Boston next 
eral theatre, where ‘Mikado’ is hold- | week, despite some cast changes. 
ing forth, and at the Alcazar, which Estimates for Last Week 
is presenting the cavalcade of vaude- ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Plymouth 
ville. New legiters managing to get | (37th week) (D-1,036; $3.30). More 
plenty of attention are ‘Tobacco|than holding to improved pace and 
Road’ and ‘Folies Bergere.’ Both are| engagement should run into early 
playing repeat engagements here, | autumn despite cast changes; $17,000. 
one on the mainland and the other ‘Helizapeppin,’ Winter Garden (32d 
on Treasure Island. |week) (R-1,671; $3.30). As strong 
om estimates for Last Week | as midseason with number of stand- 
Tobacco Road, Curran (1,770;| ees close to limit last week; gross 
$1.65) (1st week). Big $10,000 despite | Guoted over $31,000 mark. 
lowered — for Ss seats. “| Must Love Someone,’ Vander- 
a 'bilt (21st week) (C-800; $3.30). Nancy 
‘ , , 
Cavalcade of Golden West,’ Caval-| Carroll out of cast with Louise Ho- 


cade (5,000; $1.10) (17th week). AS | Vick due in; Jack White replaced 


anticipated, tourists are going for | . : 
‘Cavalcade’ in a big way. Take last | rie omer Bey | even break 


week jumped $6,000 over previous ‘Leave It te Me,’ I rial (34th 


stanza, or $18,200 on the week. ; 
5 f | week) (M-1,468; $4.40). Some vari- 
Sunny weather also helpful for this ance but improved business indi- 


outdoor spectacle. ; : 

‘Ziegfeld Follies,’ California Audi-|¢@tes musical will span summer 
torium (3,300; $1.10) (5th week). | Profitably; quoted over $18,500. 
Short one day of a full seven on its No Time for Comedy,’ Barrymore 
final stretch, ‘Follies’ closed sour at| (11th week) (CD-1,096; $3.30). One 
$7,600. of the strongest draws in town both 

WPA in agencies and at boxoffice; ap- 

‘Two-a-Day’ Alcazar (1,259, $1.65) | proached $19,000. 

i] 











(6th week). Still the biggest legit ‘Streets of Paris,’ Broadhurst (2d 
show on the mainland. week) (R-1,116; $4.40). Drew excel- 
‘Swing Mikado,’ Federal theatre | lent press with business fairly good 
(400; 75c.) (2d week). Matinees have| after debut; boost in prices from 
been added following big demand | $3.30 top may hurt; nearly $21,000 
for seats. Nearly every performance | first week. 
a sellout, this in spite of the many| ‘The Little Foxes,’ National (20th 
hurdles involved in catching this | week) (D-1,164; $3.30). Holding up 
show on Treasure Island. very well with chance of staying 


into fall; quoted over $15,000. 
52d St. Zanies 





‘The Philadelphia Story,’ Shubert 
(14th week) (C-1,367; $3.30). Strong- 
est of straight shows playing to 
standee attendance which upped 
| pace to around $22,500 last week. 

‘Tobaceo Road,’ Forrest (290th 
week) (D-1,107; $1.65). Around $4,- 
000 and slightly more; low cost of 
operation indicates small profit at 
that pace. 
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night (26) preliminary to Gypsy 
Rose Lee taking over the role at the 
end of this week. 


‘ ? : a Sree ‘What a Life,’ Mansfield (63rd 
Someone,’ which is in its fifth week)  (C-1,059; $3.30). Aimed 
month, is said to be in the red for through summer; Ezra Stone will 


around $75,000. During the early 
part of the engagement, heavy 
losses were sustained in operation 
but Kirkland persisted in continuing 
the show. Lately, it has been turn- 
ing some profit, with the aid of cut 
salaries. He figured that if ‘Tobacco 
Road,’ which he adapted, could click 
after being severely panned, ‘Some- 
one’ might make a run of it, too. 
Some weeks ago, when attendance 
improved somewhat, Kirkland took 
extra space in the dailies to indulge 
in his pet hobby of razzing the 
critics, by calling their attention to 
the two attractions. 

When the show moved from the 
Longacre to the Vanderbilt, the lat- 
ter’s management objected to cer- 
tain matter interpolated into the | 
show and the type of advertising | 
used, especially the line announcing | 
the show is shifting into ‘a new 
fancy house.’ Kirkland tried to get 
an injunction to prevent the house | 
giving him exit notice but failed. 
Dispute was patched up, however, 
and the publicity helped business 


leave cast for one week to appear 

in ‘Life’ in summer stock; rated 

around $4,000, which gets it by. 
REVIVAL 


‘Outward Bound,’ Playhouse (28th 
week) (D-873; $3.30). Also aimed 
through summer; plan for Coast 
shewing in August called off; some 
profit at around $5,000. 

ADDED 

‘From Vienna,’ Music Box. Refu- 
gee revue well-received by press 
and attendanee built through first 
week: in first seven times around 
$6.000, at $2.20 top. 

‘Pins and Needles,’ Windsor (82d 
week). Unionists revue moved here 
from little Labor Stage; evening 
scale reduced to $1.65 because more 
capacity; had been averaging $4.- 


500. 
WPA 
‘Life and Death of American,’ 
Elliot. 
‘Sing for Your Supper,’ Adelphi. 
‘Pinecchio,’ Ritz. 











Constance Collier has authored 
‘The Innocent Crime,’ which Samuel 
French is agenting. 
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George Backer’s N. Y. Post 


Confirming rumors rife past few 
months, George Backer acquired 
controlling interest in the N. Y. Post 
from J. David Stern last week. 
Stern out as prez and publisher, 
Backer succeeding him to the two 
posts. Action is culmination of re- 
peated refinancing efforts of Stern 
to keep the paper going since his 
acquisition of the daily late in 1933. 

Backer, married to Dorothy Schiff 
of banking family, was agreeable for 
some time, if able to get control. By 
the terms of the sale, Stern con- 
tinues on the board of directors, | 
which will also contain Mrs. Backer, 
James A. Coveney, Thomas K. Fin- | 
letter, Isaac Gilman, Albert M.| 
Greenfield, Alvin S. Johnson and | 
Ralph Beaver Strassburger. New of- | 
ficers of the publishing company, be- | 
sides Backer, are Col. Louis J. Kolb, | 
v.p.; Finletter, sec and treasurer, and | 
Wesley W. Garver, assistant sec and 
treasurer. 

Backer, 36, not new to the news | 
field, having headed for some time | 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. A| 
liberal in politics, he is American 
Labor Party member of the N. Y.| 
City Council. With his wife he’s | 
been active in show financing, the | 
two being the backers of the Play- | 
wrights’ Producing Co. Pair also | 
had money in ‘Dead End.’ 

Bulletin board notice posted day 
after paper’s acquisition by Backer 
declared no changes contemplated 
for the present in any department, 
and employe ‘loans’ to publishing 
company would be repaid. ‘Loans’ 
said to amount to around $70,000. 








Life Vs. Collier’s 


Feud between Life and Collier’s 
over former’s ‘readership’ surveys 
likely to be sharpened as result of 
latest claimed findings released by 
the picture mag. Life, which is seek- 
ing to establish mag ‘audiences’ 
rather than sales as basis of adver- 
tising worth, alleges in its new sur- 
vey that Collier’s ‘audience’ is 100,- 
000 less than six months ago, at the 
same time claiming a rise in its own 
‘audience’ of 900,000. 

Life readership survey covers the 
four national weekly mags, including 
also the Satevepost and Liberty. 
Audience rise of 200,000 in the six- 
month period given for the Sateve- 
post, with a 200,000 drop for Liberty. 

So-called readership or audience 


the better. Move made to another 
building, and nine years ago paper 
put up its own $10,000,000 structure. 

Patterson still is the News direct- 
ing head. Credited with personally 
making the paper what it is today. 
Average net paid circulation now 
1,825,000 daily, and 3,300,000 Sunday. 





Gannett Ex-Staffers Lese 


The Court of Appeals wrote finis 
to the efforts of 16 former reporter- 
employees of Gannett’s Press to col- 
lect about $1,600 in vacation pay, 
when the highest tribunal unani- 
mously affirmed a judgment of the 
Appellate Division. The latter’s de- 
cision was by a divided vote; the 


appeal was taken to the top court| 


after posting of a bond. 

Plaintiffs, a number of whom now 
hold publicity posts in the state ser- 
vice or who work for a state weekly, 
were among 30 dropped when the 
Knickerbocker Press and Albany 
Evening News merged in June, 1937, 
and took over the afternoon field 
while Hearst’s Times Union went to 
morning publication. At that time, 
the group was given severance pay. 
Claiming they were entitled to ad- 
ditional vacation stipend, they sued 
in the City Court. Losing there, they 
appealed to a higher court. The 
Newspaper Guild was said to be in- 
terested in the test case. 





More Wilkes-Barre Grief ~ 


Despite settlement of Newspaper 
Guild strike in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., 
differences between publishers and 
employees continue. This time, how- 
ever, dispute is led by mechanical 
workers on the town’s papers, with 
the news writers aiding. 


Upon settlement of the Guild 
strike, publishers of the _ three 
Wilkes-Barre papers consolidated 


forces, leaving the town with but 
two dailies, the Times-Leader-News 
and Record. Report of further move 
to cut operating costs by turning out 
both the Times-Leader-News and the 
Record in plant of the latter caused 
mechanical workers and newsmen to 
form an organization called the Free 
Press. Mutual aid organization has 
for its purpose attempt to block 
closing of the Times-Leader-News 
plant. 





‘Land Below the Wind’ Wins 

Winner of the Atlantic Non-Fic- 
tion Prize of $5,000 for ‘the most in- 
teresting and distinctive work of 








gauge for mags scorned by Col- 
lier’s in no uncertain terms, and 
periodical has not hesitated to say so. 





Stage Reorgs, Cue Expands 

Stage Magazine, reported as halt- 
ing publication, will continue, John 
Hanrahan, publisher, insists. Finan- 
cial reorganization under way, and 
publisher certain nothing will inter- 
fere with continued publication. 
Meanwhile, Cue is getting ready for 
direct competition. Cue, somewhat 
larger than pocket-size, goes to the 
size of The New Yorker and Time 
with the Aug. 12 issue. Editorial 
policy may coincidentally be broad- 
ened. 

Circulation of around 50,000 is 
claimed by Cue currently, with O. D. 
Keep, the mag’s publisher, confident 
of 60,000 by the end of the year and 
guaranteeing that figure. 





N. ¥. News Clicks Off 20th 

Twentieth birthday of N. Y. Daily 
News was casually dismissed by the 
paper with declaration in an edi- 
torial Sunday (25), day preceding 
the event, that ‘we always under- 
stood that one’s 21st birthday was 
the proper occasion for taking a 
long look backward and a longer 
look forward. So we will not at this 
20th anniversary season tell the 
world how good we are, how bad we 
may once have been, or how colossal 
we are going to be.’ 

Anni nevertheless an event in 
American journalism, for besides 
establishing a new type of news- 
paper in this country—the tab— 
daily has attained by far the great- 
est circulation in the U.S. © 

Common report the NY. Daily 
News was undertaken with the idea 
of employing some of the excess 
profits of the Chicago Tribune, and 
with profit not necessarily the ob- 
ject. Whatever the motive, tab has 
developed into a huge money-maker, 
and perhaps most profitable in the 
country. 

Guiding genius of the News since 
its inception has been Joseph M. 
Patterson, better known as ‘The cap- 
tain.’ Co-owner with his cousin, R. 
R. McCormick, of the Chicago Tri- 
bune, Patterson upon his return 
from service overseas was delegated 
the job of getting the News under 
way in N.Y. 

Did so with an editorial staff of 
four, two of them picture chasers, 
utilizing old Evening Mail plant. 
Paper’s start slow the first few 
months, then took a sudden turn for 





non-fiction’ submitted in the 1939 
contest sponsored by the Atlantic 
Monthly and Little, Brown & Co. is 
Agnes Keith, former San Francisco 
newspaper women. Book, ‘The Land 
Below the Wind,’ is her first. 

Native of Hollywood, Mrs. Keith 
served on the staff of the San Fran- 
cisco Examiner until marrying H.G. 
Keith and moving to North Borneo. 
Visiting in Venice, Cal. when in- 
formed that she won the book con- 
test, Mrs. Keith arrived in Boston 
Monday (26) to confer with her pub- 
lishers. Prize-winning book was se- 
lected from over 600 manuscripts. 





Who’s Who Among Auditors 


Ralph Beaver Strassburger, pub- 
lisher of the Norristown (Pa.) Times- 
Herald and stockholder in the Phila- 
delphia Record and New York Post, 
lost an appeal to the Pennsy su- 
preme court last week for the privi- 
lege of inspecting the Record’s books 
with any but a generally recognized 
and chartered accountant. Strass- 
burger insisted on having his own 
accountants go over the books, the 
Record refusing because it didn’t 
know them. 

It submitted, instead, the names 
of four of the largest CPA firms in 
Philly and New York to whom it 
would turn over its records for an 
audit for Strassburger. He nixed 
them, however. 





Rep for German Expairiates 

As result of unusual interest cur- 
rently in books of German expatri- 
ate writers, Ludwig Unterholzner 
has come over as permanent Ameri- 
can rep for the Vita Nova Verlag, 
German-languave publishing house 
in Lucerne, Switzerland. Unter- 
holzner will seek to place with 
American publishing houses works 
of the numerous authors on the Vita 
Nova lists, 

Planning to settle here perma- 
nently, Underholzner changing his 
name to Underwood, Anglican 
equivalent of his Teutonic tag. 





Live Aloner Now Marrying 

After authoring the best-selling 
‘Live Alone and Like It,’ Marjorie 
Hillis is now to wed. 

‘I never did say that it was best to 
live alone,’ she alibis. ‘I merely said 
that inasmuch as so many women 
had to live alone, they should do it 
as well as possible. I am sure I am 
going to like not living alone.’ 

As penance for her book, Miss 
Hillis will give up scribbling. 





Rochester Staff Shifts 


Joseph P. Adams, former sports 
editor of the Rochester, N. Y., Demo- 
crat & Chronicle, and more recently 
assistant managing editor, moves up 
to the me. spot following resigna- 
tion of William Haggard. George 
Shoals, slotman, becomes news edi- 
tor. Ted Doyle, telegraph ed now in 
Europe, slated for slot. 

John Burns, former sports editor 
of the Journal-American, joins copy- 
desk staff and Frank Thompson, 
News reporter, transfers to D&C re- 
write job. 





Walker Vs. Perrin in Philly 
Competitive newspaper situation 
in Philadelphia will develop early in 
July when two former city editors 
of the N. Y. Herald Tribune will be 
arrayed against each other. Dwight 
S. Perrin goes in as assistant to Wis- 
ler G. Zeamer, exec editor of the 
Philadelphia Evening Bulletin. Stan- 
ley Walker became editor of the 
Philadelphia Evening Public Ledger 
on May 1. 

Perrin most recently from the St. 
Louis Post-Dispatch, having gone to 
that paper from the Herald Tribune. 





Doubleday Doran Revised 
Doubleday, Doran & Company, 
Inc., New York, has reduced its cap- 
ital stock from $1,300,000 to $837,873, 
has made a change in directors, and 
hes extended its existence to Oct. 1, 
1947, 

Papers on the three changes were 
filed in Albany by Beekman, Bogue, 
Stephens & Black, N. Y. C. 





Vulgarity Ban on ‘Grapes’ 
‘Grapes of Wrath’ has been banned 
from the Buffalo Public Library be- 
cause of ‘vulgarity.’ Alexander Galt, 
librarian, stated that the book was 
being forced off the shelves because 
of ‘vulgar words.’ 

‘A book is no place to put these 
words,’ said the librarian. ‘A public 
library must have certain standards 
which it must live up to.’ 





Revived Foto Doesn’t Last 

Foto, the picture mag, recently re- 
vived by Dell Magazine, has halted 
again. Likely to stay dead this time, 
the publishing house having no plans 
for its resumption. Had been edited 
by West Peterson. 

Casualty leaves quintet of pic- 
ture mags remaining, Life, Look, 
Peek, Pic and Click. 





NEW PERIODICALS 


Girls in the News, picture mag for 
the younger femme, sponsored by the 
Bilbara Publishing Co. To appear bi- 
monthly, with Adrian B. Lopez edit- 
ing. Bilbara additionally gets out 
a number of other pubs, 

The World, new mag on current 
affairs, sponsored by the American 
League for Peace and Democracy. 
Benjamin Appel and Ella Winter on 
the editorial board. 

Yours, new mag for femmes, 
preems with an October issue under 
sponsorship of Surrey Publications. 
New publishing company headed by 
Abbott A. Surrey, formerly with the 
Macy newspapers in Westchester 
County, N. Y., who will edit. George 
W. Hiltebeitel is art director. To ap- 
pear monthly. 

Joan and Ginger’s Magazine, 
monthly periodical for girls from 6 
to 13, makes its debut in September. 
Will be a juve counterpart of the 
adult mags for femmes. Publishing 
company headed by Samson R., Dia- 
mond. Natalie Morgan is editor. 





LITERATI OBITS 


Walt Mason, 77, poet and humorist, 
whose prose poems appeared in more 
than 200 papers in the U. S. and 
Canada, died Thursday (22) at his 
home in La Jola, Cal. His rhymes 
gained notice while he was on Wil- 
liam Allen White’s Emporia (Kan.) 
Gazette, and George Matthew Adams 
took them for syndication. Gained 
Mason the title of ‘The Poet Laureate 
of Common Sense.’ Adopted daughter 
survives. 

Ford Madox Ford, 66, English au- 
thor, editor and collaborator of Jo- 
seph Conrad, died in Deauville, 
France, Monday (26). The author of 
60 works, Ford wrote novels, verse, 
biographies and Criticism. As editor 
of the London Review, which he es- 
tablished in 1900, Ford published the 
first works of D. H. Lawrence, H. M. 
Tomlinson, T. S. Eliot and others. 
Later, as owner and editor of the 
Transatlantic Review, he brought 
Ernest Hemingway to prominence. 
His name was originally Ford Madox 
Hueffer. He changed it in 1925, after 
marital troubles. 

Benjamin R. Tucker, 85, former 
newspaverman, writer and publisher, 
and self-claimed American ‘discov- 
erer’ of George Bernard Shaw, died 
Thursday (22) at his home in Ponte 
Ste. Devote, Monaco, where he had 





lived past many years. One-time 





_ 


member of the Boston Globe staff, he 
subsequently became publisher of 
Liberty, a weekly, no connection 
with the present weekly of the same 
name, and of The Radical Review. 
Claimed to have introduced the 
writings of Shaw in the U.S. Daugh- 
ter survives, 

Dr. Henry Siff, 76, short story 
writer and poet, died June 19 of 
heart disease at his home in N. Y. 
Began writing shortly after begin- 
ning his medical career around 35 
years ago, and besides contribbing to 
mags and newspapers published sev- 
eral volumes of his literary efforts 
Son and two daughters survive. 


Frederick Ball, Sr., 85, retired 
newspaperman, died in Jacksonville, 
Fla., Wednesday (21) of injuries re- 
ceived in a fall. Native of LaGrange, 
Ga., Ball moved to Atlanta while a 
youth and was connected with the 
Constitution there for 28 years, re- 
tiring 20 years ago. 

Phebe Westcott Humphreys, 
contributor to newspaper and mags 
and author of a number of books, 
died last week in Philadelphia. 
Death attributed to injuries in a trol- 
ley accident some days before. Spe- 
cialized in historical subjects, and 
also an authority on garden archi- 
tecture. Son survives. 

Ada Patterson, newspaperwoman 
and author, died in Sarasota, Fla., 
on Monday (26), where she had lived 
for the past two years. She retired 
15 years ago from her last active 
newspaper work, as drama critic for 
10 years on the New York American. 


Harold Granger Simpson, 76, re- 
tired newspaperman and one-time 
singer with the Metropolitan Opera, 
died June 14 in Columbus, Ohio. 
Served on the Columbus State Jour- 
nal, St. Louis Globe-Dispatch and the 
old Cincinnati Sun. 


Eugene B. Roach, 69, editor and 
publisher of the Carthage 
Democrat, died Friday (16) after a 
brief illness. Had presided over the 
daily for nearly a quarter of a cen- 
tury. 

Janne Mattson Sjodahl, 85, former 
editor of the Salt Lake City Deseret 
News, died Friday (23). Swedish 
immigrant boy, he became best 
known editor in Salt Lake City. 
Survived by a daughter, wife of Sen. 
William H. King of Utah. 

Peter Mitchel Wilson, 90, formerly 
city editor of the Raleigh (N. C.) 
Observer, died Saturday (24) in 
Washington, D. C. Quit newspaper 
work to become chief clerk of the 
U. S. Senate, 


Fred C. Nash, 63, Detroit news- 
paper cartoonist, died June 19 at his 
home in Highland Park, Mich. Had 
served as a cartoonist for the Detroit 
News and Detroit Free Press. 

Prentiss Bailey, 65, who retired in 
1937 as publisher of the Utica (N. Y.) 
Observer-Dispatch and Daily Press, 
died Saturday (24) following a heart 
attack, 


Ziba A. Landers, 82, publisher of 
the Belvidere (Ill.) Ogle County Re- 
publican, died last week at his home. 
In the newspaper biz for nearly half 
a century. 

William Asa Briggs, cable editor of 
the Baltimore Sun, died June 18 
following a cerebral hemorrhage. 

Forest P. Hull, 63, editor of the 
Georgetown (Mass.) Record, died 
Sunday (25), 

Harry Windgrave Palmer, 67, vet- 
eran Jersey City, N. J., reporter, 
died Friday (23) after a two-year 
illness. 





CHATTER 

Ivan Firth has a new pamphlet- 
publishing project. 

Charles Glinns motoring to Maine 
for a month there. 

Patsy Ruth Miller wrote a novel, 
‘That Flannigan Girl.’ 

Wilson Hare on the Connecticut 
shore for the summer. 

Patricia Wentworth dictates her 
novels to her husband. 

Edward S. Hyams in from Eng- 
land for his first trip here. 

Robert Van Semple in from Mon- 
tana to talk with the mag editors. 

Fellowship at the Bread Loaf Wri- 
ters’ Conference to Anne Paterson. 

F. Hugh Herbert finished his book, 
‘The Revolt of Henry,’ for autumn 
publication by Putnam. 

Walter L. Doty succeeds William 
I. Nichols as editor of Sunset Maga- 
zine, 

Emil Ludwig to the south of 
France to do a book on the Mediter- 
ranean, 

John Gunther has hopped a boat 
for a glance at the foreign situash 
for NBC. 

Alan Bosworth out of the pulps 
and into the Satevepost via August 
Lenniger. 

Denis Hendricks, the book pub- 
lisher, married. Bride is the former 
Tina N. Appleton. 


a5] 


(Mo.) | 


———=3 


N, J., so well, he may anchor the 
typewriter there permanently, 


Richardson Wright, who edits 
House and Garden, has placed a book 
with Lippincott for winter publica. 
tion, 

R. C. Sherriff, the playwright, wil} 
have a novel, “The Hopkins Manu. 
script,” published by Macmillan 
shortly. 

Beriram Lippincott, of the book. 
publishing house bearing his name, 
has opened a bookshop as a hobby 
at Jenkintown, Pa. 

William E. Barrett, the biogger, 
has written his first novel. Calls it 
‘Flight From Youth,’ and will gx 
autumn publication. 

New daughter, the third, to Mil. 
dred Devine, the mag _ fictioneer, 
Father is John X. Kehoe, who also 
| writes—advertising copy. 

V. Poliakoff, whose ‘Europe in the 
Fourth Dimension’ is just out, is the 
Augur of those special dispatches on 
Europe in the N. Y. Times. 

Lambert Fairchild, former prez of 
the New York City Board of Alder- 
men, tying in with Orlin Tremaine’s 
new book-publishing company. 

Charles J. O’Malley, the newspa- 
perman, getting his autobiog pub- 
lished by Bruce Humphries under 
the title of ‘It Was News to Me.’ 

Brainard Cheney, of the staff of 
the Nashville (Tenn.) Banner, has 
had a novel, ‘The Squatter,’ accepted 
by Houghton Mifflin for publication. 

Ray Millholland, whose ‘Submarine 
Patrol’ was released recently by 
20th-Fox, has sold a story to the 
Satevepost about an Alaskan doctor. 

Margaret Mackprang Mackay 
leaves North China soon for the U. S. 
with the manuscript of a new novel 
which she will deliver to John Day, 

Philip Van Doren Stern talking 
|with Joseph M. Gaites about stage 





| production of Stern’s recently-pub- 
lished book, ‘The Man Who Killed 
Lincoln.’ 


Frank Brookhauser, Philly In- 
quirer scribbler, has sold anti-anti- 
Semitic piece, ‘I Don’t Want Any 
Candy Today, Mr. Cohen,’ to Decade, 
new Chi mag. 

George Harmon Coxe, who was & 
Boston newspaperman before turn- 
ing to the book whodunit, has localed 
his forthcoming one, ‘Murder for the 
Asking,’ in that city. 

Gideon Kishow and the Interna- 
tional Literary Bureau have parted 
company after five and a half years, 
with Kishor joining the August Len- 
niger literary agency. 


O. B. Keeler no longer heads the 
Southern Sports Writers Associa- 
tion, having turned-the post over 
to S. Chakales, sports ed of the High 
Point (N. C.) Enterprise. 

Although he’s now living in Con- 
necticut, Edward Donahue still 
locales his novels in his native Okla- 
homa. One he’s now writing will be 
called ‘Oklahoma Ending.’ 


Florence Finch Kelly, who was on 
the N. Y. Times for 30 years until 
her recent retirement, has written a 
book on her 55 years of newspaper 
work, Dutton to publish, 


Thomas Polsky, who’s summering 
in Asheville, N. C., has signed a con- 
tract with Dutton for his second 
whodunit. First, ‘Curtains for the 
Editor,’ in its second edition. 


Ray Brecht, chief of the Philly 
Record’s Harrisburg bureau, resigned 
last week to resume the rewrite job 
he left at the Philly Bulletin three 
years to go with the Record. 

Robert J. Cruikshank, who headed 
the Association of Foreign Press 
Correspondents in N. Y. before re- 
turning to London, weds Margaret 
A. MacKnight the middle of July. 

Mrs. Martin Johnson going to 
Maine to fish for bass, having de- 
livered the manuscript of a new 
book, ‘Osa Johnson's Jungle Friends,’ 
to Lippincott for autumn publication. 

Harry Elmer Barnes, George Sea- 
ton, Rebecca Timbres and George 
Rector feted en masse by their pub- 
lisher, Prentice-Hall, on the occasion 
of the publication of new books by 
each, 2 

Cheney Cowles wed to Sarah Fer- 
ris in Spokane. He’s managing edi- 
tor of Spokane Evening Chronicle 
and a son of W. H. Cowles, pub- 
lisher of Chronicle and Spokesman- 
Review. 

Joseph Henry Jackson, book crick 
of the San Francisco Chronicle, due 
to get a taste of his own medicine 
soon. Macmillan submits his new 
book, ‘Tintypes in Gold,’ to the book 
cricks shortly. 

Last whodunit by S. S. Van Dine 
(Willard Huntington Wright) com- 
pleted by him just before his recent 
death, to be brought out by Scrib- 
ner’s in October under the title of 
‘The Winter Murder Case.’ Book 
will carry as a preface the scrib- 
bler’s ‘Rules for Detective Story 





Arthur Hoffman likes Montclair, 
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———— 
Broadway - 


Bryan Foy in town. 

Leone’s new garden cafe open. 

A. E. Thomas at Watch Hill, R. 1. 

Jake Lubin in Atlantic City for 
{he summer. 

George Kelly back in Philadelphia 
from the Coast. 

Edward Childs Carpenter at New 
Hartford, Conn. 

Movietone execs now luncheon 
regulars at Lambs Club round table. 


The Robert Ardreys have taken a 
summer home at South Kent, Conn. 

C. J. Williams, vet legiter, in Len- 
nox Hill hospital with kidney ail- 
ment. 

Ripley’s Odditorium on the site of 
the old Hollywood due to debut in 
a week or so. 

Warner exchange and U’s division 
sales manager floor getting fresh 
coats of paint. 

Barney Gerard, due to switch 
away from Metro, will revisit Broad- 
way after a long stay west. 

Armida’s husband, ex-Chi musi- 
cian, now does her business. She’s 
an ex-Gus Edwards alumna. 


Frances Lesly, formerly with Lon- 
don Films, now secretary to James 
R. Grainger, Republic prexy. 

The Budapest, West 48th street 
nitery, in voluntary bankruptcy. 
Assets of $5,000; liabilities, $18,000. 

John Golden’s 65th birthday yes- 
terday (Tues.) celebrated quietly at 
his home at Bayside, L. I. with his 
family. 

Postponed quarterly meeting of 
the Hays office directors slated for 
Thursday (22), adjourned to Fri- 
day (30). 

Harvey Day yearns to live on a 
farm up in Minnesota where he 
spent many younger days as a film 
salesman. 

This is the 65th consecutive week 
for Marlynn and Michael atop the 
65th fleor of the RCA Bldg.’s Rain- 
bow Grill. 

E. Ray Goetz sails back to Paris 
next Saturday, returning in the fall 
with a couple of French plays he 
plans doing on Broadway. 


Will Hays has been getting the 
flashlighters’ attention in the niter- 
ies with his white summer tux, 
straw hat and black topcoat. 


Leonard Goldenson, Par h.o. thea- 
tre executive, confesses he’s taking 
the big leap this fall with Isabelle 
Weinstein, whose dad is the prez of 
Russek’s. 


Plenty of Hollywood around 
Broadway, especially the tunesmiths 
and musical people—players and 
producers. Priming stage musicals 
for this fall. 

Harry Cohn, Columbia prez, met 
Wesley Ruggles upon his arrival 
Monday (26) and together with Al 
Hall, another Col director, return to 
the Coast this week. 


With the Fair influx, the city has 
spotted anti-begging signs in all 
public conveyances, emphasizing 
that municipal relief agencies make 
the mendicants unnecessary. 


Natalie Napp, of the William 
Morris Agency, weekended at Totem 
ge, Berkshire Hills resort near 
Troy, N.Y., where she directs the 
Morris-booked entertainment. 

New terp creation, called the 
Grover Whalen Cakewalk, concocted 
by Bill Robinson, was tried out by 
Bojangles at the Fair preem of ‘Hot 
Mikado’ Thursday (22) night. 

J. C. Stein (MCA) and the Mrs. 
back to the Coast the end of the 
week, following a week in New 
York on business. Stopped off in 
K.C. for the AFM convention. 

The free gardenias and fancy sou- 
venir program at the ‘From Vienna’ 
premiere was a bit of a shock to the 





firstnighters. First time they ever 
Save something away in a legit 
house. 


Bob — while at the Orpheum, 
qunneapolis, participated in the 
Trans- Mississippi women's golf 
tournament. It was an exhibition 
— for charity against Patty 


rg. 

Albert Maltz, whose ‘Life and 
Death of an American’ is being pre- 
sented by the FTP at the Maxine 
Elliott, N. Y., has gone to Cape Cod 

write short stories. Goes to 
Boulder (Colo.) for the writers’ con- 
ference in August. 

The new Loew’s World’s Fair in- 
formation booth, located in the 
island at 46th street in Times Sq. 
formally dedicated today (Wednes- 
day). Attendants will be present, 
Speaking French, Spanish, German, 
Italian and Russian. 

Baron Valentin Mandelstamm, for- 
merly stationed in Hollywood as 
liaison between French government 
and the Hays office, will shortly re- 
turn to the Coast but in a private 
Capacity. For the past four years 
he’s been writing in France. 

Georgie Tapps, a hoofer with legit 
ambitions, goes into a Swan e 
(N. Y.) strawhat for a couple of 
i apes Ay # the —— 

asino July 7. Opens July 
28 at Bon Air, Chi, for a month, at 
his old chores of tapstering, how- 

William Gehring, Sr., father of 
20th’s central division sales manager, 
retires as a conductor next sprin 
after 47 years with N.Y. Centrak 
Because of a superstition, he ob- 
tained special dispensation as only 





conductor to wear a. red necktie 
while on duty. : 

Sidney Howard, with two plays 
ready for fall production by the 
Playwrights’ Co., has nearly finished 
adapting Graham Greene’s novel, 
‘Brighton Rock,’ for Gilbert Miller, 
with Louis Hayward and Ida Lupino 
mentioned for leads. Playwrizht is 
at his Tyringham (Mass.) far... 





Paris 





Hal Wallis, of Warners, in town. 

Earl of Warwick in from Holly- 
wood. 

German film star, Hilda Kruger, in 
town. 

Sydney Howard relaxing at Juan- 
les-Pins. 

Marika Cotopuli, the ‘Greek Sarah 
Bernhardt,’ in town. 

Igor Stravinsky shortly off for 
Venice music festival. 

Dita Parlo negotiating 
Hollywood film outfit. 

The Comedie Francaise off for two- 
month tour of South America. 


with a 


Paris Opera ballet dancers 
Georgette Rigel and Charles Ritz 
wed. 


Jerome Weidman, the New York 
author, here on his way around the 
world. 

Joe Seidleman, Universal's foreign 
manager, here for U_ sales con- 
vention. 

George and Ludmilla Pitoeff have 
revived Ibsen’s ‘Enemy of the People’ 
at the Pitoeff. a 

Pierre Dac, singer to make his pic- 
ture debut in “Tempete Sur Paris’ 
‘(Tempest Over Paris’). ; 

Lee Ephraim back to London with 
comedian Bobby Howes after talent 
scout for their new show. 

Charles B. Cochran, who starts re- 
hearsals for a new show in August, 
in from London on talent hunt. 

Louis Eymond winning praise for 
the French rendering of Shake- 
speare’s ‘Othello’ at the Chaillot. 

Irving Marks negotiating with Jan 
Kiepura and Martha Eggerth _(Mrs. 
Kiepura) for new London musical. 

Jean Pierre-Aumont to do Le 
Cocu Magnifique’ with Antoinette 
Ferlay, recently elected ‘Miss Cine- 
monde.” ‘ 

Charles Mere been elected presi- 
dent of the French Society of actors 
and dramatic composers, succeeding 
Emile Fabre. 

Michael Mindlin, one of Cerl 
Laemmle’s lieutenants, has purchased 
several French pictures for Ameri- 
can distribution. ; 

The American George Hale girls 
have replaced the British 12 Ador- 
ables at the Ambassadeurs after 
three months at the Cafe de Paris, 
London. 

Vincent d’Indy Festival scheduled 
for June 36 at the Salle Gaveau. The 
benefits will go towards the con- 
struction of a monument to the 
French composer. ; 

I, Mogoulsky, who directs a 
circuit of seven Cinephone houses in 
Paris, announces his new showpiece, 
for London, devoted exclusively to 
French pictures. 

‘La Nouvelle Patrie’ (‘The New 
Homeland’), inspired by the German 
exodus of refugees last September, 
will shortly go on the lot at Gaumont 
with Joseph Than directing. 

Danielle Darrieux finally started 
work on ‘Battement de Coeur’ 
(Heart Beats’) under hubby Henri 
Decoin’s direction. She’s ee 
by five comedians, Andre Luguet, 
Saturnin Fabre, Jean Tissier, Julien 
Carrete and Claudé Dauphin. 


Pittsburgh 


‘Outward Bound’ set for ATS sub- 
scription series at Nixon next season. 

Lew Mercur, Miami Nut Club op- 
erator, up from Florida for vacation. 

‘Miss Pittsburgh’ for Atlantic City 
will be picked at New Penn on July 
12. 

Orson Welles took in practically 
every nite spot in town here last 
week. 

Eula Mae Jackson into Kilbuck 
theatre’s ‘Heights’ for last two weeks 
of run. 

Mike Cullen flew in from Kansas 
City for opening of ‘Goodbye, Mr. 
Chips.’ 

Harry Marshard in from Boston 
linine up deb bookings for his bands 
this fall. 

Johnny Harris has dubbed new 
speed boat Lujon after wife Lucille 
and son John. 

Joe Feldmans leave next week for 
a fortnight’s vacation at Lake Bat- 
tist in Canada. 

Al Mercurs have purchased a home 
in the suburbs. Ditto Charlie Baron, 
the M-G exploiteer. 

Dancer Betty Nylander out of 
Italian Gardens for a week on ac- 
count of an injured leg. 

Kap Monahan’s wife has gone to 
Denver to be at the bedside of her 
seriously ailing mother. 

Post - Gazette reporter Jimmy 
George weighing offer to become p.a. 
for GOP in Allegheny county. 

Frank Dailey left his Meadow- 
brook club long enough to come on 
for Bill Marshall’s Willows opening. 

Mary Alice Baldinger, wife of 
Post-Gazette newsman. booking Pitts- 
ng Children’s Theatre ‘39-40 
ates. 











ae 


_ Henry Wilcoxon asking for $40,000 : 
income tax exemp.ion to do a pic- 
ture here. 

_H. G. Wells is said to have a finan- 
cial interest in ‘Bridge of Sighs,’ at 
St. Martin's. 

Eddy Ryan latest addition to ‘Alien 
Corn,” which Bronson Albery is pre- 
senting at Wyndham’s July 5. 

Gladys Tudor-Owen, former pub- | 
licity hound for Palladium, and | 
Betty Davis, late of Wielands agency, | 
are combining forces. 

Collins & Grade, local 10%ers, 
have leased Alexandra Palace for | 
Christmas season of four weeks, and 
will operate circus and fun fair. 

Cafe de Paris closing month of | 








mestro, planning a trip to New York | 
if he can get out of his radio com- | 
mitments. 

Tr. deal between Lee Ephraim 
and Simone Simon to star in new 
musical with Bobby Howes held up, 
due to Miss Simon asking for in- 
come tax exemption on salary. 

Opera House, Blackpool, being re- | 
constructed at cost of over $1,000,000. | 
House will seat 2,500, instead of for- | 
mer 1,800. Reopens in July with 


son. 

Next to British Broadcasting | 
Corp., according to Leslie Boosey, 
chairman of Performing Right So- 
ciety, picture houses are now the | 
second most important clients of the | 
society. 


not be produced by Pierr. Sandrini 
and Jacques Charles. Will be staged 
in August by Alfred Esdaile, man- 


Mick Hyams, one of the Hyams 
Bros., sails for America next month 
to line up several film names for 
Royal Cine Variety Performance. in 
aid of the Cinematograph Benevolent 
Fund, to be held at the State, Kil- 
burn in the fall. 

Oscar Deutsch, head of Odeon cir- 
cuit, giving guarantee to British film 
producers by underwriting portion of 
production cost as minimum guaran- 
tee against percentage of intake at 
his theatres, subject to Deutsch okay- 
ing story and cast. 

‘Alien Corn,’ which was done by 
Katharine Cornell on Broadway 
some years ago, follows ‘The Intru- 
der’ at Wyndham’s July 5 or 6, with 
cast headed by Hartley Power, Mar- 
garetta Scott and John Clements in 
leads. ‘Intruder’ will be transferred 
to the Piccadilly as a two-for-oner. 

Jack Buchanan’s deal with Walter 
Hackett to star i latter’s play with 
Marion Lorne is temporarily off. 
Buchanan now considering two mu- 
sicals, one by Fred Thompson and 
Archie Menzies, and other by P. G. 
Wodehouse, based on a Jeeves yarn. 
Buchanan muy have Beatrice Lillie 
star with him. 


Stroudsburg, Pa. 


By John J. Bartholomew 








Dorothy Lisette of old ‘Roxy’s 
Gang,’ active with vocal studio. 

Author Carl Clausen readying 
short-shorts at his Mt. Nebo home. 

Ralph Schaeffer’s Ambassadors 
opened at Pocono Alps tavern, Mis- 
ertown, 

Arthur Murray dancers to remain 
at Pocono Manor Inn for duration of 
summer, 

‘Stage Door’ opens summer the- 
atre season July 6 at Worthington 
Hall, Shawnee-on-Delaware. Joseph 
P. Doyle director. 

Jack Edwards continues quarter- 
hour each Saturday a.m. on WEST, 
Easton. Pocono Male Chorus had 
half-hour Sunday (25). 

Floyd Gibbons absent some time 
from his Cherry Valley farm pre- 
paring last night’s (Tuesday) per- 
ie wey stint for ‘Inside Story’ on NBC 

ue, 

Lack of tourists laid to N. Y. 
World’s Fair. They go _ straight 
through without stopovers. New 
booster billboards don’t help locally 
as some expected. 

Billy Cook, 12, former resident, 
delighted audiences with his best 
performance to date with Irene 
Dunne and Fred MacMurray in ‘In- 
vitation to Happiness.’ 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 








Zane Grey returned to U. S. 

Sir Ben Fuller on talent tour. 

New cabarets springing up in Syd- 
ney. 

Anna May Wong in for Tivoli 
dates. 

Peter Dawson feted by Greater 
Union. 

Sir Victor Wilson lookseeing South 
Australia. 

Since ease in war scare, biz gen- 
erally has picked up. 

‘All Quiet’ (U) has been turning 
in remarkable grosses on reissue. 

Government of New South Wales 
has nixed auto races at local track 
on Sabbath. 
Fullers continuing at Newtown 
with picture policy minus sanction 
from Films Commission. 
‘Streets of London,’ oidtime melo- 


drama, in for a short season at 
King’s, Melbourne. Local cast 
spotted. 





|George Robey. 


Next show at London Casino will | 


aging director and stager of Prince | 
of Wales theatre shows. 


Durbin, has been signed to a long- 


term contract by Ken G. Hall for 
Cinesound. 

Alec Hanlon, here with a_ unit 
show for Fullers-Snider-Dean, played 
the old Fuller chain in 1913 with 
Daisy Jerome, 

Metro experienced some fairly 
quick skidders at St. JameS with 
‘Stand Up and Fight,’ ‘Honolulu’ and 
‘Huckleberry Finn.’ 

Keith Connolly and Bobby Morris 
spotted by Sir Ben Fuller into re- 
vue unit for New Zealand run. Top 
act is Salici’s puppets. 

Tivoli playing up the coming of 
Comic was a big 
fave with Australian soldiers in 
London during the war. 


| Jack Arthur, Helen Denizon, Ber- 


nice Claire and members of other 


August, with Billy Bissett, its band | /¢git_units brought from U.S. by 


ANZT will shortly return to U. S. 


Syd Greisman will release the 


| latest George Formby picture, “Trou- 
|ble Brewing,’ in Sydney, June 30, 
| followed by a nation-wide coverage. 


Richard Crooks meeting with high 


| success in New Zealand. Will come 
to Sydney soon for concert season 


under ANZT. Singer was here a 
couple of years ago. 

Before leaving for U. S. and Eng- 
land, Johnny Fuller said that he in- 


Jack Taylor revue for summer sea-! tended to take a looksee into tele- 


vision. Has no intention of break- 
ing into amusement biz again. 





Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 





| George Givot in town on pleasure 
trip. 

Roy Schlentz, Gophe: manager, to 
Texas to visit his parents. 

Fred Finnegan about again, fully 
recovered from his long illness. 


Paul Lundquist, 20th-Fox head 
booker, vacationing on local golf 
courses. 


Eddie Stoller, United Artists’ office 
manager, vacationing in northern 
Minnesota. 

Nat Kalcheim, of William Morris 
office, here from New York to catch 
Bob Hope show, 


A. Selby Carr pron.oted from ad- 
vertising department head to office 
manager at Paramount. 


J. W. MacFarland, National Screen 
branch manager, devoting his vaca- 
tion to fishing in Minnesota lakes. 


Tony Stecher piloted Bronko Na- 
gurski to Houston for latter’s cham- 
pion wrestling match with Louis 
Thesz. 

J. A. Gilgosh resigned from Na- 
tional Screen to become airwa 
keeper for U. S. at Reynolds Field, 
Jackson, Mich. 

Bill Clayson, 20th-Fox ad_ sales 
manager, off to Chicago for a 

Joe Fieldman resigned from Uni- 
versal sales staff. 

Young ‘Buzzie’ Bainbridge, son of 
the late local dramatic stock impre- 
sario and mayor, on tour with Christy 
Obrecht rep company, playing sticks. 

Stepin Fetchit working out of 
Minneapolis, playing  territory’s 
smaller towns and returning nearly 
every night. Drives as far as 200 
miles after his last show to join 
grour of his friends. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Lurst 











Herb Mahler’s orch at Forest Park 
Highlands ballroom. 

Fred Wehrenberg back from biz 
and pleasure trip to New York. 

First of five pop concerts spon- 
sored by citizens of Clayton, suburb, 
drew 600. 

Allan Clark, former KMCX 
warbler, featured vocalist at Forest 
Park hotel nitery. 

Jose Manzanares and his South 
American orch at El Patio Supper 
Club, Hotel Chase. 

George Hirst has melted off eight 
pounds in the pit at the al fresco 
theatre in Forest Park. 

Arthur Schneithorst redecorating 
Bevo Mill, South St. Louis dining 
spot, which he will reopen. 

‘Chick’ Evens, manager of Loew’s, 
to motor vacation to New Yok and 
visit to old home at Plattsburg. 

Jimmy Harris, p.a. at Loew’s, on a 

motoring vacation that will include 
a visit to New York and the Fair. 
I. W. Rodgers, Cairo, Ill, owner of 
a chain of nabes in southern Illinois, 
building a winter home in Florida. 
_ Solo by Nina Strogonova, ballerina 
in ‘Lost Waltz, cancelled Tuesday 
(20) because of slippery stage due to 
rain. 

State’s Aftorney Louis Z. -weck, 
St. Clair county. clamped down 
move to reopen ‘The Treasure Chest,’ 
lotto game, in Belleville, I. 

Opening of Civic Theatre, Inc., 
strawhatter, delayed 24 hours by tor- 
rential rain. Season got under way 
Wednesday (21) with ‘Call It a Day.’ 
First wedding in Muny Opera 
chorus during current season was 
that of Alan Easterling, basso, to 
Lucille Flint, Decatur, IL, a non-pro. 
George Reeves, Jr., owner of Lake 
Hill Park, St. Louis county amuse- 
ment resort, was fined $100 for op- 
erating the place without a license. 
Wives of Variety Club members 
tendered card party for Mrs. William 
Feldstein, who is moving to Spring- 
field, Ill, where ker husband is 
booker for the Frisina Amusement 





Jean Hatton, Australia’s Deanna 


Co.’s chain. 


Hollywood 


Tony Martin home from p.a. tour. 

Herman Wobber in for studio hud- 
dles. 

Scott R. Dunlap celebrated a birth- 
day. 

Edmund Goulding back from Eu- 
rope. 

LeRoy Prinz east for Louis-Galento 
bout. 

Errol Flynn’s mother in from Ire- 
land. 

James Roosevelt back from New 
York. 

Fritz Leiber motoring east on va- 
cation. 

Lawrence Tibbett 
vacash. 

John Lee Mahin back from South 
America. 

Tommy Rockwell holidaying on 
his ranch, 

Bonita Granville graduated from 
high school. 

Joel McCrea and Frances Dee back 
on the ranch. 

Lew Goldberg joined Rodney Pan- 
tages’. agency. 

T. R. Gill tabbing studios for As- 
sociated Press. 

Del Goodman in from Far East for 
studio huddles. 

Bette Davis back to work after 
throat infection. 

William Anthony McGuire laid up 
with bronchitis. 

Noah Beery recovering from acute 
indigestion attack. 

Harold Lloyd to Atlantic City for 
Shrine convention. 

Enid Parrish filed divorce action 
against Henry Spitz. 

Maurice Cowan gandering studios 
for London Picturegoer. 

Errol Flynn nursing cuts on fore- 
head after motor crash. 

Jesse Lasky’s son, Bill, went to 
work for Samuel Goldwyn. 

Amanda Duff and Philip Duff an- 
nounced wedding intentions. 

Edmund Grainger huddling with 
-ohn Steinbeck at Los Gatos. - 

Robert Gillham and Terry DeLapp 
back from Mexican vacation. 

Jascha Heifetz in from east to 
gander his own screen debut. 

Dick Arlen sailing as deck hand in 
annual yacht race to Honolulu. 

Mildred Blanche Coles changed 
her screen name to Gloria Carter. 

Andy Devine makes his debut 
next week as a tourist to Manhattan. 

Irvin Cobb’s 63d *tirthday cele- 
brated by 600 diners at Santa 
Monica. 

Norman B. Rydge sailed for Aus- 
tralia after two months in Holly- 
wood and N. Y. 

Vera Zorina and George Balan- 
chine going to Norway on comple- 
tion of ‘On Your Toes’ at Warners. 

Dorothy Quackenbush adopted 
Wanda McKay as her screen name. 

Stuart Palmer to Baraboo, Wis., 
where his father is ill. 


Cleveland 


By Glenn C. Pullen 


on Hawaiian 








William de L’orbe out as Trianon 
ballroom’s p.a._ 

Mort Engel, M-G-M scout, heading 
for Coast in coupla weeks. 

Everett Steinbuck, of State, going 
to Colorado for hoss- ‘iing. 

Johnny Huntington joined Clint 
Noble-Ernie Taylor band combo. 

Albert Duval passing out portraits 
instead of stogies for a baby-boy. 

Milt Harris, Loew p.a., home from 
Havana cruise. Wife’s health im- 
proved. 

Jack Hecht, taking rest from real 
estate to manage his own Cedar Gar- 
dens club. 

Prince Olav and Princess Martha 
of Norway giving town a thorough 
going-over. 

Outdoor first performance of ‘My 
Maryland’ at Cain park amphitheatre 
rained out, 

Wife of Al Woods, Broadway pro- 
ducer, visiting relatives here en 
route to Alaska. 

Karl Winezimmer sold interest in 
his spot and is back wit dad as 
Avalon’s greeter. 

nowy | Long, Loew’s division 
mogul here, and wife giddyapping to 
Quebec and New Hampshire. 

Stagehands threaten to resume 

icketing of Play House, for not 
f oe union grippers, when it opens 
in dl 

Son of Fay Thomas, top-man of 
Carter hotel, learning business from 
bottom up at Hollenden, while son 
of latter’s manager, Dick Marsh, is 
dittoing at the Carter. 


Des Moines 


‘Louisiana Lou’ of WHO awarded 
film contract with Republic. 

World premiere of ‘Career,’ here 
July 2, bringing plenty of Hollywood 
names. 

Charlie Agnew’s band at River- 
view. Agnew former m. c. at the 
Paramount. 

Sandy Dalziel and Chauncey A. 
Weaver to the AFM convention in 
Kansas City. 

Barnes-Carruthers here for fifth 
annual convention of Register & 
Tribune newsboys. 

Roadshows set for next season at 
the Shrine include ‘Master Builder,’ 
‘What a Life,’ ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
and ‘Golden Boy’. 

Fred O. Griffen of Hampton elect- 
ed president of Iowa Bandmasters’ 

















association and Alonzo Leach, Des 
Moines, reelected secretary. 
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OBITUARIES | 


MARY HATCH WARBURTON 

Mary Louise Hatch Warburton, 28, 
estranged wife of C. Edgerton War- 
burton, grandson of the late John 
Wanamaker, ended her life in Pitts- 
burgh last Thursday (22) by jump- 
ing from a bridge. As Mary Louise 
Hatch, she had worked in Pittsburgh 
night clubs for a couple of years be- 
fore going to New York in 1930, 
where she appeared in the musical 
comedy, ‘Lady Fingers,’ and also did 
nitery work. Upon her marriage to 
Warburton in 1931 in Detroit, she 
retired from the stage. 

A few months ago she filed suit for 
divorce in Pittsburgh, where she had 
been living with relatives since the 
first of the year. Police found a 
note in Mrs. Warburton’s pocketbook 
indicating that marital difficulties, 
nervous disorders and poor health 
were the causes of her suicide. 





FRED IRELAND 

Fred J. Ireland, actor and pro- 
ducer, died last Thursday (22) in 
Detroit after a long illness. 
his stage debut as a child in ‘Belle 
Fagar’ at the Queen’s, Dublin, Ire- 
land. In 1886 he made his first 
American appearance at the Star, 
N. Y., in ‘An Irishman’s Love.’ 

After touring for many years with 
his father and alone, Ireland and 
and his father produced stock plays 
in Nebraska. Several years ago he 
went to Detroit and pruduced stage 
shows, besides managing the Grand 
Riviera theatre and a nearby nitery. 

Survived by wife, Nema Catto, 
who worked professionally with her 
husband, and a son and two daugh- 












He made | 














ters, one of whom, Kathleen, cur- 
rently is appearing at the Palomar, 
Hollywood, with her husband, Lionel 
Kaye, m.c. 





JOHN E. MEDLAND 

John E. (Jack) Medland, 58, scenic 
artist, died in Denver, Colo., last Fri- 
day (23) of injuries suffered in a 
fall, Born in London, Medland 
moved to Seattle when 13. He 
worked in Hollywood for several 
years designing sets. In 1921 he 
went to Denver, working at the Den- 
ham theatre until 1927, He returned | 
to Hollywood for a short time and} 
then became connected with the Fox 
theatres, Denver. 

Medland’s widow and a four-year- 
old daughter survive. 





MORTIMER FISHEL 

Mortimer Fishel, 61, an attorney 
who represented David Belasco and 
Klaw & Erlanger, died June 23 in 
New York City. 

Native of New York he prepared 
at the College of the City of New 
York and New York Law School and 
was admitted to the bar in 1901. 
was as a member of the firm of 
Dittenhoefer, Gerber & James that 
he was concerned in litigation af- 
fecting Belasco. 





WILLIAM E, PLOUF 

William E. Plouf, 51, known pro- 
fessionally as Alfred DeLoraine, died 
in the Will Rogers hospital, Saranac 
Lake, N. Y., June 18. Starting his 
stage career as a tenor with the Alf 
Martz wagon show, Plouf later was 
in vaudeville and minstrelsy. In 


It | 


| more recent years he played in sev- 


eral legit productions. 

Plouf had been a patient at Sara- 
nac for two years. He is survived 
by his wife. 





JOHN C. SHAY 
John C. (Bud) Shay, 63, former 
member of the vaudeville team of 
Shay and O’Brien, died last Wed- 





nesday (21) in Albany, N. Y. Shay’s 
specialty was Irish comedy and he 
trouped for about 10 years at the 
turn of the century. 

More recently Shay tended bar at 
the Ten Eyck hotel, Albany, 
Piping Rock, Saratoga Springs. 
brother survives. 


A 





TONY MASON 

Anthony Braun, 70, tent show! 
manager, known professionally as | 
Tony Mason, died in Buffalo June 17. | 
First associated with Pawnee Bill, he 
later became manager of Buffalo) 
Bill-Pawnee Bill combined shows. 

He was under canvas for 40 years, 
later becoming connected with the| 
Shea Theatres, Buffalo. 





MILES F. GIBBONS 

Miles F. Gibbons, 57, home office 
representative for Paramount News, 
died of internal complications in St. 
Luke’s Hospital, New York, June 21 

Born in Pittston, Pa., he was asso- 
ciated with Pathe before coming to 
Paramount in 1927. Surviving are his 
widow, a son and three daughters. 





TEMPO KING 

Tempo King, 24, band leader, died 
Sunday (25) in New York. He had 
been ill several weeks. 

King had composed a number of 
popular songs and was rehearsing a 
new band when he became ill. 
Father, mother and several sisters 
survive. 





MALCOLM COOR 





IN MEMORY OF CHICK ' 
Whom We Will Never Forget 



















CHICK WEBB PASSES 


The little colored King of Jive, 
Hide-beater Number One, 

Has left in God’s sweet chariot— 
His earthly work is done. 


There have been great Americans— 
Chick rated with the best; 

His smile was sweet—his hands so fleet 
Are strangely now at rest. 


The trumpet of Bix Beiderbecke..,. 
Guitar of Eddie Lang... 

Now have « drum for company... 
Chick Webb has left the gang. 


NICK KENNY 
The Daily Mirror 












From all who were 


associated with him. 





| Malcolm Cook, 33, manager and 
| partner in Griffith Amus. Co., Ok- 
mulgee, Okla., died last week fol- 
| lowing an operation. 

He went to Okmulgee in 1934, fol- 
| lowing operation of a theatre in 
| Capitol Hill, suburb of Oklahoma 
| City. 





| WILLIAM C. HUGGINS 

| William C. (Spike) Huggins, pro- 
| prietor of the W. C. Huggins Shows, 
| died in Seattle, June 14. 

| One of the Pacific Northwest's 
most prominent carnival men, Hug- 
gins had operated his interests from 
Seattle since 1918. 





J. GORDON COOPER 

| J. Gordon Cooper, 44, veteran pic- 
| ture director, died of a heart attack 
June 27 at his Beverly Hills home. 
Was with Fox Film Corp. for 17 
years directing silent pictures, Also 
produced for Paramount, 

A daughter survives. 








Widow, 48, of John O’Toole, late 
, Milwaukee motion picture distribu- 
tor, died last Thursday (22) in Mil- 
_waukee, Her husband died two 
months ago, 





| John F. (Jack) Reidy, 69, of the 
| vaude team Reidy and Currier, died 
| of a heart attack in Harlem Hospital, 
_N. Y., June 23. 





Charles Frick, 57, lake resort own- 
er, died last Thursday (22) in Antigo, 
Wis. Sister and brother survive, 





Yeatman Griffith, 65, singer and 


| voice teacher, died June 17 in Los 
Angeles, 


RKO’s Prod. 
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ness. He pointed out that RKO was 
, not to be arrogant in dealing with its 
| accounts, nor that the salesman are 
|to go out with a chip on their 
shoulders. 
| Worth Tilted Prices 

He added that whatever policy was 
to be pursued, it was believed that 
the film coming for ’39-40, based on 
| numerous deals with producers he 
made himself, would be worth the 
| asking prices outlined to the sales 
| force. Ned E. Depinet, v.p. over dis- 
tribution, and Jules Levy, general 
sales manager, in outlining product 
‘and discussing sales policies, echoed 
and expanded on Schaefer's plat- 
form. General impression among 
Salesmen was that they really had 
| Something to sell this year. Outside 
conmment, including among exhibs, is 
that RKO’s output for ’39-40, more 
completely designated than by most 
companies holding early sales meets, 
looked the best on paper that this 
distributor has offered as yet and ap- 
peared to justify higher bracketing. 

In addition te promotions and en- 





and | 


| their own. 








larging of the sales force, including 
creation of a new district under L. 
E. (Nicky) Goldhammer, RKO is in- 
augurating a new system for the 
building of manpower through spot- 
ting of student salesmen in the vari- 
ous branches. Choosing the men on 
the strength of their backgrounds, 
personality, ete, RKO is placing 
them green into exchanges to learn 
the business. They are started in the 
shipping rooms at $40 a week, After 
being taught everything about ship- 
ping, rewinding, inspection, etc., they 
are moved to the film booking de- 
partment to learn that phase of op- 
erations, then are taught office rou- 
tine in the handling of contracts and 
other relations with accounts. After 
that they are sent on the road with 
one of the regular salesmen to study 
the art of wrestling with an exhibi- 
tor, several weeks later to be put on 
Salary goes up as they 
move along, with the opportunity for 
doubling that $40 as a starter possi- 
ble within a year or less. 


Going out this year with its largest 
program, RKO may form additional 
districts, if it is judged they are re- 
quired, over and above the eight that 
are effective this week with Gold- 
hammer, Minneapolis branch mgr., 
in charge. This new so-called prairie 
district will embrace Minneapolis, 
Sioux Falls, Omaha and Des Moines 
offices. As a result of the shift, C. 
J. Dressel, manager at Omaha moves 
up to the more important Minne- 
apolis branch post, while R. F. Eg- 
ner, salesman at Minneapolis, takes 
over the Omaha office. 

Cress Smith, western division 
manager in whose territory the new 
(8th) district was created, and E. L. 
McEvoy, eastern div. mgr., con- 
ducted windup sessions at the con- 
vention to instruct their men on 
policy, plans, etc., for ’39-40. Harry 
Michalson, shorts sales head, also 
held meetings at the 11th hour, fol- 
lowing which on Thursday night (22) 
the whole convention was enter- 
tained at the N. Y. World's Fair, with 
no stinting on cost in spreading that 
old good-will. 


The Code 


(Continued from page 3) 

















Minneapolis convention in  arbi- 
trarily rejecting the code. 

Rodgers states that he wants to 
answer various charges made by Al- 
lied in turning down the code. His 
statement is expected to clarify in 
the minds of any Allied exhibitors— 
or others—any points on which there 
may be doubt, due to the report of 
the Allied negotiating committee at 
Minneapolis. 


Participation in the code and ar- 
bitration by Monogram and Repub- 
lic, lesser companies which did not 
sit in on the negotiating, is a matter 
that will be taken up later, possibly 
after the seven major producer- 
distributors who wrote the code, 
have placed it into effect. Presump- 
tion is that Mono and Rep will both 
go along for a front that will be un- 
broken except for United Artists, 
whose sales policy and unique setup 
among numerous producers pre- 
cludes its complete participation. 
However, while UA may not be able 
to grant cancellation privileges, 
since it sells its various producers’ 
product separately, it will probably 
function under other clauses. UA 
never had score charges at all. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. John Beck, Jr., 
daughter, in Hollywood, June 20. 
Father is with Music. Corp. there. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jack Kerrigan, 
daughter, in Des Moines, June 18. 
Father is WHO, Des Moines, sing- 
ing announcer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Russell Harlan, 
daughter, in Hollywood, June 20. 
Father is cameraman at Paramount. 

Mr. and Mrs. H. Bernard Hook, 
son, in Mason City, Ia., June 5. 
Father is announcer with KGLO. 

Mr. and Mrs, Nick Michaels, boy, 
in Philadelphia, June 23. Father is 
tenor sax player and arranger in 
Leo Zoll-’ band. 

Mr. anc “irs. Fred R. Zepp, son, 
in Dallas, June 20. Father is Variety 
correspondent in Dallas. 

Mr. and Mrs. James O’Toole, 
daughter, in Santa Monica, June 25. 
Father is Columbia studio publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Alec Bennett, son, 
in Los Angeles, June 26. Mother is 
former Frances Lee, one-time film 
player. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Crosby, daugh- 
ter, in Chicago, June 21. He’s the 
band leader and brother of Bing 
Crosby. 





| 


——— 








Wanger Blames | 
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public will reject such pictures, but 
I see no reason why the responsibil- 
ity should end here. 

‘A free press (and I see no differ. 
ence in a free screen) informs its 
readers on matters nearest their 
hearts and interprets the burning 
questions of the day. I cannot see 
why a free screen should not deal 
with such themes; moreover, today, 
when people as a whole are deeply 
interested in a freer and richer life, 
I see a steadily shrinking boxoffice 
if it does not. 

‘The motion picture can be one of 
the greatest weapons for the safe. 
guarding of democracy. But if it is 
hobbled and haltered—if it cannot 
speak truthfully and freely where 
great issues are involved—then it 
can be a weapon turned against 
democracy. Democracies, unwisely 
fearing the power of this medium, 
have not allowed it to speak for 
democratic principles. 

‘Now that the majority of foreign 
markets are closed to us, we have 
automatically freed ourselves from 
the narrowest censorship with which 
we had to deal. The result is that 
we can expand the screen and more 
than make up our losses by the in- 
creased revenues of a more vital 
product in the home market if we 
are allowed to do so by our own 
people.’ 





In re: Propaganda 
Racine, Wis., June 27, 

The Racine Journal-Times, in an 
editorial captioned, ‘Propaganda 
movies should be recognized as such 
to avoid mistakes of the past,’ 
labeled ‘Confessions of a Nazi Spy,’ 
playing Warners Venetian here, as 
‘a propaganda picture, if not in pur- 
pose, at least in effect.’ 





WB Would Like ‘Happen’ 
Hollywood, June 27. 
Warners is dickering with Metro 
for the screen rights to Sinclair 
Lewis’ controversial novel, ‘It Can’t 
Happen Here.’ Plan is to use Claude 
Rains in the top role of editor. 
Story was purchased by the Culver 
City plant about two years ago for 
$75,000 and has since undergone 
treatment by several expensive 
scripters, including Sidney Howard. 
It approached the starting line at 
Metro half a dozen times, last time 
with Lewis Stone in the leading part, 
but was finally tossed back on the 
shelf, 





MARRIAGES 


Mary Dentici to William G. Ser- 


rao, in Pittsburgh, June 14. He’s 
an Arnold, Pa., exhibitor. 
Ella Esselmeyer to William 


Probst, in Pittsburgh, June 15. He's 
with U exchange in Pitt. 

Marguerite Louise Chapin to Will 
H. Hays, Jr., son of the head of the 
Motion Picture Producers & Distrib- 
utors of America, in Indianapolis, 
June 27. Groom is a student at Yale 
Law school. 

Doris M. Williams to Ernest A, 
MacKenna, in New Orleans, June 28. 
He’s with the Ross Federal Research 
Corp. 

Jennie Giddings to Alba Parratt, 
in Oakfield, Wis., June 18. He's a 
musician. 

Marie Kletecka to Charles Renaud 
in Milwaukee June 20. Both with 
the International Opera Chorus. 

Emma Pickett to Alan Bode, in Los 
Angeles, June 23. He's head of 
KFWB, L. A., sound effects depart- 
ment. 

Laura Lee Owens to Herb Kra- 
toska in Liberty, Mo., June 22. Bride 
is vocalist with Prairie Pioneers and 
daughter of Tex Owens, radio cow- 
boy singer; groom is member of 
Texas Rangers, octet. Both of 
KMBC, Kansas City. 

Cecelia Herd to Larry Starsmore, 
manager of Westland theatres, Colo- 
rado, in Taos, N. M., recently. 

Alberta Hayes to Dave McEnery, 
in New York, June 15. He’s radio 
singer. 

Mary Bassett to. John Fielder, in 
San Antonio, June 19. He’s San An- 
tonio orchestra pilot; she’s vocalist 
with band. 

Vivian Hart to A. B. Conkwright, 
in Hollywood, June 25. Bride is a 
light opera singer. 

Barbara Towne to Oliver Barbour, 
in Pelham Manor, N. Y., June 24. 
Both are legit players. 

Genevieve De Saint-Jean to Sacha 
Guitry, skedded for July 5, in Paris. 
He’s the French playwright-actor- 
director; she’s a screen player. 

Clare Pilcer to George Olsen, in 
New York, June 20. He’s the or- 





chestra leader; she’s non-pro. 
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SF Concessions Shutdown Ultimatum: 


Lowered Rates on 


Utilities Demanded 








San Francisco, June 27. 

Unless the San Francisco Bay Ex- 
position Company gives them re- 
bates on garbage bills and lowers 
the power rates on Treasure Island, 
the concessionaires will close the en- 
tire Gayway on July 1, they declared 
in an ultimatum to managing direc- 
tor Charles Strub last week. 

Concessionaires decided to set the | 
strike just a few days before the 
July 4 holiday, when attendance at 
the Fair is expected to reach a new 
high, in order to get some action by 
the exposition on a matter which 
has been a sore spot for a long time. 

Another burn is the fact that three 
of the concessionaires, the Owl Drug 
Company, the Key System and 
Chiradelli’s Chocolate Company, are 
permitted to maintain their own ac- 
counts, while others are forced to 
turn over all of their gate receipts 
to the exposition. They claim that 
pills amounting to as much as 40% 
of their earnings are deducted from 
the receipts. It is alleged that the 
Exposition company makes up bills 
and doesn’t itemize them, leaving 
the concessionaires in the dark as to 
what the deductions are for. 

Last week Strub signed Benny 
Goodman at $10,000 a week for three 


Ee Ata 


HOT MIKADO 


(40c-99¢) 


Michael Todd’s production of a jazz 
‘Mikado,’ starring Bill Robinson and 
with its original cast, has been 
moved from Broadway to the Hall of 
Music at the New York World’s Fair. 
Capacity is 2,400, with 1,600 seats at 
40c., 500 at 83c. and 300 at 99c. Fig- 
uring on two performances daily on 
a seven-day week, the show can 
gross a possible $17,990, excluding 
taxes. Musical is now in one act, 
with four scenes, and is aimed to run 
approximately 60 minutes, but was 
extended almost 10 minutes overtime 
for the second performance —_— 
night (21). That may be clip 
slightly by more script excisions, but 


formance, since it even now suffers 
slightly from the:breathless pace. 


Present tempo should have seme 
good effects in the new locale, as Fair 
visitors presumably wouldn’t want 
to give a full evening to any single 
show. However, it already crowds 
things somewhat and involves the 
danger of the players butchering the 
lyrics and business. Also, the 2,400- 
seat Hall of Music is much more ex- 
pansive than the comparatively inti- 
mate Broadhurst, where the show 
originally opened on Broadway. 





concerts a day in the open-air court, 


where Edwin Franko Goldman has | 


held forth. Goodman cancelled pre- 
viously scheduled engagements for 
the appearance, which is set for two 
weeks, starting next Sunday (2). 

One of the most attractive spots | 
on the island from the standpoint of 
heavy traffic in front of it is being 
converted into a 4,000-portable-seat 
theatre by Strub. Stage entertain- 
ment and dances will be given at 
40c top. 

Bridge toll has been reduced to 
40c a round trip, and 300,000 pack- 
ages of tickets with a face value of 
$5 have been placed on sale for $2. 


That makes it much harder for the 
cast to bring the piece home to the 
audience. Those facts, plus the un- 
necessarily loud blaring of the or- 
chestra, now hurt the show. 


On the other hand, the condensing 
has eliminated the few dead spots, so 
the performance runs along at a 
more steadily entertaining rate. 
While there’s less to please a Gilbert 
and Sullivan addict, there’s more to 
amuse the average Fair customer. In 
any case, Robinson is a sensation by 
himself, with Eddie Green and the 
others providing their share of the 
merriment and Nat Karson’s cos- 
tumes adding the ultimate fillip to 
the proceedings. Although the ‘Hot 
Mikado’ was stymied by tough breaks 
on Broadway, its chances seem much 





The book entitles the purchaser to 
one admission to the fair as well as 
admission to 15 concessions. 
ing concession is also expected to 


halve its 50c top. evels, 


Bars on gambling on the Island 
are said to be on the verge of a let- 
down. In order to overcome objec- 
tions, the plan calls for payoff in 
chips, which can be spent on the Is- 
land. Concessions taking the chips 


Park- | 


better at the Fair. It’s smash enter- 
| tainment anywhere. 


| Incidentally, Robinson will be vir- 
| tually spending his summer on a bi- 
if things continue on their 
present schedule. Dancer plays a 
5:30 performance at the expo, hus- 
tles back to the Cotton Club, on 
Broadway, for the dinner show, is 
on the regular session at 10:15 pe 
at the Fair and then puts in his final 
appearance at the nitery some time 


in trade will turn them in to Expo | after midnight. For a_ 61-year-old 


cashiers at a discount of 10 percent. 
Expo has taken in more than five 


million dollars to June 15, accord- | 
ing to figures released last week. | 


The first two weeks in June were 
the best experienced to date. Top 
take at the box office for the two- 
week period was credited to ‘Caval- 
cade of the Golden West,’ with $24,- 
589, closely followed by the auto 
park, then the Chinese Village, Sally 
Rand’s Nude Ranch, the Palace of 
Fine Arts, and Ripley’s ‘Believe It or 
Not’ exhibit, 





Tar - ’n’-Feathers 











hoofer that’s no 100-yard job. Hobe. 





Aircrobatics 
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a series of noise bombardments in 
recent weeks. Swarms of U. S. Navy 
bombers have been roaring fre- 
quently in the California skies, to 
the detriment of production sched- 
ules. Studios have registered a 
diplomatic protest with the Civil 
Aviation Authority, demanding an 
armistice in the sound war. 








(Continued from page 1) 





tion, and left stripped to the skin and 
tarred and feathered, 12 miles from 
the scene of the ‘kidnapping.’ Also 
Tan a picture of Cassini, daubed with 
black and modestly holding a towel 
— + _—— assertedly was 
na e hospi 

night spital Sunday (25) 

Other rags treated Cassini’s mis- 
fortune more lightly. Washington 
Daily News pointed out that the 
80ssip-columnist was singularly un- 
Scratched after his encounter with 
‘five adversaries’—one of whom, he | 
Was quoted as saying, weighed 250° 
Pounds. Also pointed out that a 
Virginia policeman had said that a_ 
small amount of road oil had been | 
used, instead of tar, and that only | 





finishing touch. The degree of indig- 
md inflicted, rather than the fact 
of any, seems to be important. 


Incident had further repercussions 
among the press when Tommy Krock, 
7 of the New York Times’ No. 1 

ashington pundit, Arthur Krock, 
Was arrested the same morning for 
ap a concealed weapon. A 

tend of Cassini, young Krock ex- 
pained that he was carrying a gun 
come Protection. Several near-fights | 
a ree the Warrenton commotion | 
‘ a three of the alleged abductors 
lane ered” to police and were | 
Placed under $2,500 bail each. 





Seek Film Co-op 


| Washington, June 27. 


Power of Federal Government has 
Leen enlisted by the airlines to per- 
siade major studios to abandon the 
devil-may-care type of story in 
whi-: pilots are aiways taking 
chances and flirting with death. The 
Civil Aeronautics Avthority recently 
suggested producers should realize 
aviation has gone through the wild 
oats stage and now has settled down 
to a clockwork schedule. 

Film industry co-operation would 
please the aviation promoters and 
operators. 





‘Clean B’way’ 
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meetings to discuss the situation. 
One such meeting was held Monday 
(26) in Loew's, with theatres of 
other circuits, as well as individual 
houses, represented, while a prior 
conference to consider the problem 
was called by Senator J. Henry 
Walters, of RKO. 

The meeting with downtown plan- 
ning commission authorities was first 
scheduled for today (Wed.) but has 


| been put off for a week or two, no 


definite date on adjournment having 
been set. 


can hardly be speeded any in per-' 
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The Lorelei 





Paris Peggy (Peggy Coffin), 
who acquired a rep as a woman 
barker at the Chicago Fair and 
the Dallas Expo, was signed by 
N. T. G. Saturday (24) to drag 
"em into his Congress of Beauty 
at the N. Y. World’s Fair. She’s 
the first femme midway spieler 
at Flushing. 

Femme talker operated her 
ow show, an art exhibit, at the 
Dallas Expo. She is said to ex- 
cel at introducing innuendo and 
“ouble entendre into her spiels. 


Hamid’s, Steel 
Piers Open For 
Season in A. C. 


Atlantic City, June 27. 


This resort's two major amuse- 
ment enterprises, Hamid’s Million 
Dollar and Steel piers, opened offi- 
cially for the season Saturday 
night (24). 


Featured at Steel Pier was Hal 
Kemp’s band, with Saxie Dowell, 
Kemp tooter who composed ‘Three 
Little Fishes,’ while Marion Talley 
headlined. Opening show is rounded 
out by Walter Long, Heyen Faye, 
Barr and Estes and Dick, Don and 
Dinah. Jimmy Jones’ band is in the 
pit, while Alex Bartha again al- 
ternates with name bands in the 
ballroom through the season. 


Minstrel crew is headed by Ben 
Yost Singers, doing group operetta 
and pop numbers. Also in the line- 
up are Charlie Boyden, Eddie Kap- 
lan and Joey Faye. 


Three pictures are run _ simul- 
taneously on the pier as well as a 
maze of exhibits and walkthroughs, 
of which two new ones have been 
added, outstanding being the under- 
ground cavern. Rocket Trip to Mars 
is a new mechanical. Baby Animal 
Zoo and Hollywood exhibit are be- 
ing repeated. 

Pier-end circus set for the sea- 
son, includes high-wire acts, diving 
horses, and water carnival. Olga 
Petroff, seated on a pole 225 feet 
above the pier, is a h.o. New are 
the Three Erwingos, Ulaine Maloy, 
Flying Wards and Del Rios. Rich- 
ard Endicott is gm. of the pier and 
Frank P. Gravatt, prez. 


M. D. Pier, in its second year 
under George Hamid’s direction, has 
undergone a number of improve- 
ments, of which the highlight is a 
new circus stadium with a seating 
capacity of 2,500. There is also a 
new stage for the Clyde Beatty act, 
a feature this summer. Another 
film theatre has been added, too, in 
which a policy of silent revivals has 
been installed. Lon Chaney’s ‘Flesh 
and Blood’ is the opener, with Sid 
Lubin, recently on Hobby Lobby 
with his one-man band, furnishing 
sound effects. 


Vaude on the pier includes Gae 
Foster Girls, here as a permanent 
house line; Will Morris and Bobby, 
bicycle act; Australian Jacksons, 
knife throwers; Sherril Sisters and 
Birdland, novelty with birds. Harry 
Ward again conducts the pit orches- 
tra. Feature pictures goes with the 
acts. 


New idea at the pier is free bath- 
ing. Customers can swim and re- 
turn to the show later—all for the 
same admish. Opener in the ball- 
room is Little Jack Little and Eddy 
Morgan. Booked next week are Ted 
Lewis, Larry Clinton, Leo Reiser 
and Frank Trumbauer. 


Beatty’s show is getting all the 
billboard space. One of his lions 
had a cub on opening day, which is 
proving as much an attraction as the 
act itself. Also in the arena are 
the Canestrellis Family, Jean Evans, 
Mle. Tosca and Kinko the clown. 

G.m. of the pier is Sam W. Gum- 
pertz, formerly of Ringling Bros.- 
Barnum & Bailey. 

One 65c admish at both piers on 
weekends opens the door to all at- 














tractions. It’s 40 and 55c during the 
week. 
RAIN BRINGS THE CIRCUS 


Regina, Sask., June 27. 
This capital of the Canadian dust 
bowls is going to see its first circus 
in four years. 
The rains came this season and 
turned the whole country into a land 
of optimists, so Ringling Bros.-Bar- 





num & Bailey arrives Aug. 9. 


N. Y. Fair Bows to Better Public 
Goodwill Relations; Also Decides 
To Give Midway More of a Break 





Bolstering of the midway, stronger 
public relations policy for visiting 
newspaper editors, and other steps 
taken to popularize the exposition | 
with the masses, marked moves by | 
the management at the New York 
World’s Fair last week, as the van- 
guard of summer vacation crowds 


began to swell attendance. All were 
taken as good omen for Broadway 
business, because a large out-of- 
town influx is recognized as essential 
for an upbeat at the Times Square 
boxoffices during July and August. 

Urge to popularize the exposition 
by appealing to mass patronage was 
seen in the attention paid to the 
amusement zone, portion of the fair 
that has been slowest in rounding 
into shape. Fair management at 
last has voted for new lighting im- 
provements and other facilities on | 
the midway. Contracts have been | 
let for $25,000 worth of additional | 
lighting, one to be near the Inde- 
pendent Subway, another near the 
Empire State bridge, and a third at 
the far south end of the Amusement 
Zone. 

No official pronouncement has 
been issued, but it is generally un- 
derstood that the association will in- 
sist that the midway shows can ope- 
rate as nude as Broadway niteries 
and girl shows. Result of most re- 
cent arrests is that some shows have | 
covered up—‘just in case.’ 

Move to counteract early adverse 
publicity in hinterlands on prices 
(generally believed traceable to the 
red-tape pass policy) was seen, too, 
in lightening of pass regulations for 
visiting editors. Now passes are is- 
sued to their wives and children. 
Leo Casey, of N. Y. Daily News, 
this week was added to Grover 
Whalen’s personal staff, as news- 
paper contact man. Boone stays as 
director of press. This is something 
that Perley Boone, head of publicity, 
has sought since the fair opened. 
Also they are being given ducats in 
limited number to midway shows. 

Fair officials purportedly will be 
satisfied if they get 150,000 average 
paid attendance daily. Unofficial 
resume of attendance shows that the 
daily paid gate has not averaged this 
high so far. Total paid attendance 
is reported as about 8,000,000 for 
first 57 operating days as against 
paid total of 5,794,286 for Chicago’s 
exposition in 1933. The clocked 10,- 
000,000th customer or Sunday (25), 
of course, includes the cuffos. This 
makes the Chicago daily paid aver- 
age about 101,650, while New York’s 
thus far has run about 140,400. 

Concessionaires have been tipped 
that a 50c gate fee shortly will be 
installed after 9 or 9:30 p.m., at en- 
trances closest to the amusement 
area. Because the reduced admis- 
sion fee would be operative only 
after the free shows in the exhibit 
area have closed, and applicable only 
to certain gates, Fair officials are re- 
ported te believe it will not conflict 
with their normal 75c admission 
scale. 


Expesition Sidelights 

Two long ramps where visitors | 
have to wait to get in to see Norman 
Bel Geddes’ diorama ride in the 
General Motors building are being 
covered with sturdy canopies for 
protection against both sun and rain. 
Thousands have waited in line on 
these ramps despite the continuous 
operation of the ride, so great is the 
crush to take the No. 1 ride in the 
exhibit area. 

Bus service is tedious and busses 
packed when there is a slight delay 
in operation. Breakdown of a bus 
the other night slowed the service to 
a snail’s pace because of crowds 
from Aquacade and other midway 
shows piled up on station platforms. 

New ‘Working Press’ passes for 
scribes will be out the first of next 
month. Just in case, they are a dif- 
ferent color from the pink ones in 
use now. 

Admission gate near the Adminis- 
tration Building was changed late 
last week. Now both the publicity- 


could get inside the Telephone Co. 
building. 

Arguments over what is permiss- 
ible nudity and what is taboo recalls 
the experience of the Chicago Cen- 
tury of Progress exposition. Chi- 
cago show politely passed the buck 
to the city police and remained 
largely in the backgropnd in the 
matter of censoring, confining their 
efforts to stamping out any blowoff 
shows. 


What Didn’t You Like?’ 
Whalen Asks Newsmen, 
Home After Visiting Fair 


Management of the New York 
World’s Fair is launching several 
drives to bolster business in coming 
months and is checking carefully on 
the possibilities of increased at- 
tendance from the hinterlands. Spe- 
cial bid to industrial firms in New 
York City to hold special days for 
employees at the expo went out last 
week over Grover Whalen’s signa- 
ture. 

Previously, invitations to partici- 
pate in the special events program 
at the Fair had been confined largely 
to lodges, societies and other club 
organizations. Work on this pro- 
gram has been in progress for 
months, but the yen to further swell 
the total admissions indicates pres- 
sure from’ exhibitors, especially 
those with a heavy stake in their ex- 
hibs. 

Press department at the Fair also 
is sounding out newspapermen who 
have visited the New York show and 
have returned home. In special let- 
ters, these scribes have been asked 
regarding the attitude of the public 
toward the Fair and whether, ‘n 
their opinion, attendance will or will 
not increase from their territories 
during forthcoming vacation months. 
They also have been asked what 
they did not like. 

Latter epistles indicate the man- 
agement is beginning to get wor- 
ried over the reaction to early pub- 
licity that permeated to the hinter- 
lands regarding gouging by New 
Yorkers, steep prices for food and 
nearly everything at the exposition. 


Conn. Showmanship 
Crops Up at N. Y. Fair 


Authentic showmanship made 
Connecticut Day (22) at the N. Y. 
World’s Fair the snappiest state day 
to date, with Governor Raymond 
Baldwin enlisting some of his tal- 
ented taxpayers to put over the pro- 
gram. The young executive, whose 
balanced budget has won him wide 
attention, curtailed the oratory at 
the formal exercises in the Court of 
Peace and turned the proceedings 
over to Walter O’Keefe, Hartford 
native, who m.c.’d a lively program 
put out over the Mutual network. 

Gov. Baldwin had instructed his 
committee to buy a good orchestra 
and never mind silk hats, bouquets, 
etc., with the result that a concert 
combo of 45, with Andre Kostelanetz 
conducting, was heard. Kosty lives 
at Norwalk, Conn., and contributed 
his services and some of his best ar- 
rangements. Morton Downey, born 
in Wallingford, sang Irish songs and 
the Governor’s 80 Foot Gua*cs in 
scarlet coats and fur hats drilled. 
Gene Tunney was among the other 
notables on the platform. 

Roger Doulens, the governor's 
press and radio aide, handled ar- 
rangements. 

















Carnival Trapezist 


Killed in 104-Foot Drop 


Seattle, June 27. 
Ernest Liber, 25, doing a trapeze 





Post Office building and Ad. Build- 
ing are outside the fairgrounds, but | 
the Working Press structure is still | 
inside the fence. Newsmen have fig- | 
ured that three trips a day over the 
Publicity Bidg. meant three coupons | 
out of their press books, plus the 
original entry pass coupon. 

Dorothy Lamour visited the expo- 
sition grounds Friday (23) afternoon 





and was nearly mobbed before she | 


act with two partners for the Hilde- 
brand Shows, carnival outfit, was 
killed here last week when he 
dropped 104 feet. 

Liber and his partners were giv- 
ing their last performance of this 
engagement, doing one of the sim- 
plest tricks in the book, spinning on 
the bar with both hands holding, 
when he suddenly lost his grip and 
spun out into space. 
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